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I called 
the holy 
name... 
they left 
me to die 

By Martin Fletcher 

NEITHER the ceasefire 
nor the Good Friday peace 
agreement saved John 
Browne. He lies in Bel¬ 
fast's Royal Victoria Hos¬ 
pital with bloodied dres¬ 
sings covering bullet holes 
in both knees and ankles. 
He is 79, and two weeks 
ago became the oldest 
person ever kneecapped. 

“I don’t see there’s any 
ceasefire on when I’m 
lying here like this.” he 
told The Times. “I wfll 
never be able to walk. I 
can’t even stand on my 
feet I tried today and 
couldn't do it” 

Still worse, Mr Browne 
is utterly innocent of any 
wrongdoing. The republi¬ 
can paramilitaries who 
crippled him were out to 
punish a child molester, 
but went to the wrong Oat 
Local people say their real 
target has since fled. 

Mr Browne has lived 
alone on die seventh floor 
of Eithne House, one of a 
clutch of drab high-rises in 
die staunchly republican 
New Lodge area of north 
Belfast for 20 years. 

Two Thursdays ago he 
went to bed at 7J0pm. At 
nine he was woken by- 
knocking. As he opened 
the door a man slapped a 
hand across his face and 
pushed him into the bath¬ 
room. He was made to sit 
on the lavatory, a cushion 
cover was put over his 
bead and his hands were 
tied behind his bade 
Mr Browne believes 
there were two or three 
masked men. None spoke. 
One stayed with him while 
the others searched the 
BaL “I started to call the 
Continued on page 2. col 5 
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Takeover target 

The German industrial 
group. Daiml er-Benz, is ne¬ 
gotiating the £21 billion take¬ 
over of Chrysler-Page 27 



TONY BLAIR stood shoulder- 
to-shoulder with John Major 
last night and urged the 
people of Northern Ireland to 
“make their own history" by 
voting Yes in the peace accord 
referendum on May 22. 

They arrived in Belfast 
boosted by the crucial news 
that Sinn Fein leaders had 
declared their support for a 
Yes vote and signalled their 
readiness to take their seats m 
a Northern Ireland Assembly. 

The Prime Minister called 
on all sides to isolate the 
gunmen and bombers out to 
wreck the Stormont agree¬ 
ment. while his predecessor 
appealed to the province to 
“give hope a chance". 

The unprecedented joint ap¬ 
peal came as the two men 
spent 40 minutes answering 
questions from Protestant and 
Catholic sixth-formers at Bel¬ 
fast's Waterfront Hail. 

Asked about the Sinn Fein 
recommendation. Mr Blair 
said: "Obviously, we are en¬ 
couraged that people are 
going to say Yes to the 
document, but it is important 
that , people understand it is 
the whole of the document 
the whole package taken 
together." 

He had earlier emphasised 
in die Commons that Sinn 
Fein could not choose “bits 
and pieces" from the agree¬ 
ment He also linked the 
release of paramilitary prison¬ 
ers to IRA disarmament and 
insisted that only parties that 
renounced violence for good 
could participate in the North¬ 
ern Ireland administration. 

In Belfast he added: “We 
now have die greatest oppor¬ 


tunity there has ever been for 
agreement on the principle of 
consent across die board in 
Northern and in the Republic 
of Ireland." 

Mr Majors presence show¬ 
ed that people across the 
political spectrum could unite 
around the agreement because 
it was fur. right and sensible, 
the Prime Minister said. “It is 
important for me personally 
because John Major was the 
person who pur this whole 
process under way. We would 
nor be in the position where 
there is this hope for the future 
if John Major had not had the 
courage to take the first steps 
towards peace." 


Leading article-Page 23 


Mr Major had earlier told 
Northern Ireland’s Chamber 
of Commerce that the people 
in the province faced the most 
“decisive derision" of their 
lives, and called for a “mas¬ 
sive. overwhelming yes". 

Sinn Fein’s 38-member exec¬ 
utive meanwhile threw its 
weight behind its agreement, 
recommending that it should 
be accepted at a special party 
conference in Dublin on Sun¬ 
day. It is also recommending 
the party change its constitu¬ 
tion to allow Sinn Fein to sit in 
the assembly, thus tacitly ac¬ 
knowledging the province’s 
legitimacy. That change, re¬ 
quiring a two thirds majority 
of the 1.400 delegates, would 
represent a fundamental re¬ 
versal of its traditional 
abstention] st policy. 

The executive's derision 


came after a secret IRA army 
convention which agreed to 
permit participation in the 
assembly. Reg Empey, a top 
Ulster Unionist, said it 
marked “the first formal ad¬ 
mission by the republican 
movement that their so-called 
armed struggle has totally 
. failed". 

David Trimble, the Ulster 
Unionist leader, claimed yes¬ 
terday that Sinn Fein's leaders 
had promised Dublin a token 
decommissioning of IRA 
weapons after the proposed 
assembly elections next month 
and he urged people not to be 
deceived by the “manoeuvre". 

But Mitchei McLaughlin, 
Sinn Fein's chairman, called 
Mr Trimble's claim absurd 
and said the choice was be¬ 
tween another 30 years of 
bloodshed, bitterness and mis¬ 
ery. and a peaceful, stable 
Northern Ireland that would 
attract a “wall of investment" 
from around the world. 

Parts of the agreement 
would cause anguish, but 
“who believes that Ian Paisley 
or Robert McCarmty can 
achieve terms more likely to 
win cross-community sup¬ 
port? One only has to pose the 
question to arrive at the an¬ 
swer." Dr Paisley and Mr 
McCartney, leaders of the 
Democratic Unionist and UK 
Unionist parties, are leading 
the w campaign. 

□ Up to 2J500 prison officers 
are planning a one-hour strike 1 
on Monday to demand the 
resignation of Martin Mogg. 
governor of the Maze. Mr 
Mogg told MPs last week that 
prison officers might under¬ 
mine the peace agreement 


New hard-left Aslef leader 
raises fears of fresh unrest 

By Christine Buckley, industrial correspondent 


FEARS OF strikes on the 
railways and a resurgence of 
trade-union militancy were 
triggered yesterday after the 
surprise election of a hard-left 
candidate as leader of the train 
drivers’ union Aslef. 

The election of Dave Rix. a 
key member of the national 
executive of Arthur ScargiU’s 
Socialist Labour Party (SLP), 
to the post paying more than 
E50.00Q shocked the union 
movement and left the defeat¬ 
ed president. Lew Adams, 
“devastated". 

Some leaders have said that 
Mr Rix’s appointment to gen¬ 
eral secretary could shatter 
moves made by the TUC to 
transform the unions into a 
modem force that works with 
business and the Government 

Mr Rix's defeat of Mr 
Adams, a close confidant of 
John Prescott comes just a 
week before the Prime Minis¬ 
ter is due to meet union 
leaders over recognition laws. 

Mr Rix, an Aslef official in 
Leeds, stood in the general 
election as SLP candidate for 
Leeds Central. His elevation to 
general secretary of Aslef 
raises the prospect of a 


.s* 


il.- 


Dave Rix: says Aslef 
will be strong 

Scargill super union if he 
forges greater links with the 
Rail. Maritime and Transport 
union (RMT). At the RMT Bob 
Crow, another SLP member 
and dose ally of Mr ScargilL is 
number two to Jimmy Knapp, 
the general secretary. 

Ken Jackson, leader of the 
AEEU electrical workers 
union, said: This is a freak 
result thar will be ignored. It 
Dies in the face of the efforts 
trade unions such as foe 
AEEU have made to 
modernise themselves." A key 


official of one of Britain’s 
largest unions said: “This is 
terrible news. We are likely to 
see more disputes that are 
politically driven and the 
train-using public will be in 
the firing line." 

The train drivers' unions 
still exert a lot of industrial 
muscle because of the disrup¬ 
tion they can cause to services. 
South West Trains was forced 
to pay huge bonuses to drivers 
to persuade them to work 
through their holidays to solve 
huge service problems. 

It is unprecedented for Aslef 
to get rid of a serving general 
secretary and to elect one who 
is not a member of the Labour 
Party. It will mean the union is 
excluded from the Labour 
Party conference. 

Mr Rix. from South York¬ 
shire, said: “I don’t intend to 
be the last Aslef general secre¬ 
tary. Aslef wfll continue into 
the next millennium as a 
strong and independent 
union.” 

A major flashpoint is likely 
to be pay. Levels differ wildly 
across the rail companies. 

Leading article, page 23 



Make history 
plea by Blair 
and Major 

By Martin Fletcher and Philip Webster 



Alan Shearer in Newcastle United’s new away kit after it was unveiled yesterday 


Shearer 
to face 
FA board 
for tackle 
incident 

By John Goodbody 
SPORTS NEWS 
corresponded _, 

ALAN SHEARER, the Eng¬ 
land captain, was yesterday 
ordered by the Football Asso¬ 
ciation to appear before a 
disciplinary commission to ex¬ 
plain his clash with Neil 
Lennon of Leicester City in a 
Premiership game last week. 

Shearer, the Newcastle Uni¬ 
ted forward, who has a reput¬ 
ation for fair play, has not 
been charged with miscon¬ 
duct However, the incident 
remains embarrassing for the 
FA and the player, as England 
prepare for the World Cup in 
France next month. The com¬ 
mission is not likely to meet 
until after the World Cup ends 
on July 12 so any punishment 
would come next season. 

An FA statement said the 
derision had been made after 
examination of a match video. 
It added: “Graham Kelly [foe 
chief executive] believes it is in 
the interests of the game that 
Alan Shearer receives the 
fullest opportunity to explain 
to a commission what hap¬ 
pened and, if necessary, call 
witnesses on his behalf.” 
Shearer has 14 days to reply. 

The England captain ap¬ 
peared to kick out at Lennon's 
face while the Leicester player 
was on the ground, although 
Shearer insists that he was 
trying to tug his foot free after 
a tackle. He said yesterday: “I 
fully understand the need for 
all players to be treated equal¬ 
ly by the FA. but 1 am 
disappointed that there is ap¬ 
parently nothing in the FA'S 
rules which enables a player 
to stale his own case prior to 
an announcement like this 
being made. I am totally 
confident that I will prove to 
everyone that the incident was 
not intentional." 

Lennon has urged the FA to 
drop plans to investigate the 
incident. 

FA fudge, page 52 



Redwood refused Portillo 
overture in leadership bid 


By Philip Webster, political editor 


Polls are open 
from 8am for 
local elections 

About 20 minion people -trill 
be eligible to vote for more 
than 4.000 seals up and down 
the country In today's local 
elections. Polls are open 
from 8 am to 9 pm. 

Elections wSO take place in 
all 32 London boroughs, one 
(bird of council seals in 36 
metropolitan authorities, 
more than 80 shire districts 
and ten of the new unitary 
authorities. 

Voters in London win also 
be invited to vote “yts" or 
“no" to the proposals for a 
Greater London authority, 
with an dated mayor. 

Peter RidddL page 10 


PETER ULLEY as well as 
Michael Portillo considered 
challenging for the leadership 
of the Tory party in 1995 in 
Spite of their public protesta¬ 
tions of support tor John 
Major, it is disclosed today. 

Mr Portillo, the Right’s fa¬ 
vourite for the leadership until 
his shod; defeat in the 1997 
general election, told John 
Redwood that he would enter 
the race on the second ballot 
on tiie understanding that Mr 
Redwood, who forced the con¬ 
test by resigning from the 
Cabinet, stood aside for him. 

At that fateful meeting Mr 
Redwood, who had still not 
declared for the first ballot, 
told Mr Portillo he was willing 
to defer to him if he followed 
his example and resigned 
from the Cabinet as wdl. 

But Mr Portillo, who was 
Defence Secretary at the time, 
said that he would come in 
only on the second ballot (A 
few days later there were 
reports that Mr Portillo’s cam¬ 
paign team had installed tele¬ 
phone lines in a house in Lord 
North Street) 

Mr Redwood refused, say¬ 
ing that he was not prepared 


to let Mr Portillo take over the 
mantle of the Right after he 
had done all the hard work in 
the first ballot 
The story of the Redwood- 
Portillo encounter and how 
different parts of the Tory 
Right handled Mr Majorts 
startling resignation tactic in 
tiie summer of 1995 is told by 
Hywel Williams, Mr Red¬ 
wood’s former special adviser, 
in his book Guilty Men, 
whose serialisation in The 
Times continues today. 

Mr Williams says that Mr 
Major took the gamble that 
the men he had labelled 
“bastards" would turn out to 
be cowards. As it happened 
only Mr Redwood put his 
bead over the parapet 
Mr Williams says that Mr 
Lilley. now the Shadow Chan¬ 
cellor, did not join in the first 
round of declarations of sup¬ 
port for Mr Major after he 
announced his resignation in 
the Downing Street rose 
garden on the afternoon of 
June 22. He spent what re¬ 
mained of that day and the 
next trying to get hold of Mr 
Redwood who had gone to 
ground. Mr Lilley, Mr Wil¬ 


liams claims, disagreed with 
Mr Major’s derision and was 
contemplating standing as a 
leadership candidate. 

“When J spoke to him on the 
phone I said that I thought the 
Prime Minister's action was 
one of desertion.” Mr Wil¬ 
liams writes. But. in the 
absence of Mr Redwood "to 
stiffen his nerve”. Mr Lilley 
collapsed when “Major’s men 
got to him”. 

“He agreed with an increas¬ 
ingly nervous Major cam¬ 
paign team that he would 
appear on television and de- 
dare his support" Mr Wil¬ 
liams writes. 

Mr Redwood, then Welsh 
Secretary. learnt of Mr Ma¬ 
jor's decision to resign from 
Michael Howard, then Home 
Secretary, only 90 minutes 
before his Downing Street 
press conference. If was the 
last possible moment Mr 
Williams says, and the choice 
of intermediary was also fool¬ 
ish "given Redwood’s distaste 
for Howard’s obsessiveness 
and secrecy”. 

Tory treachery, page 21 
Diary, page 22 
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- Happy birthday from the pink cake on the back benches 


< 

4 


C ali me a feminist, but I 
do dunk it degrades 
women to expect a 
grown-up lady to dress as a 
birthday cake to wish the 
Prime Minister a happy birth¬ 
day. 

You knew as soon as you 
saw Jean Corston’s pink outfit 
that this was going to be 
somebody’s big day. Hers. 
The Labour backbencher flut¬ 
tered into the Chamber yester¬ 
day in extraordinarily shiny 
pink silk, secured at the hunt 
with a row of dozens of little 
pink buttons. The effect was 
spoiled only by the omission 


of ptur»es and a drum. Her 
question was second in the 
list. One’s heart sank. 

But Gist came David 
Crausby- Oddly, the Prune 
Minister did not look sur¬ 
prised by his question. He 
seemed to have guessed that 
the Labour MP for Bolton NE 
might ask how we could best 
ensure that “ail our children" 
got a good education. Could 
the answer be, one reused, 
that we should all vote Labour 
in today's local government 
elections so that Labour’s very 
excellent policies on education 
could be applied by Labour’s 


very excellent local coun¬ 
cillors? 

Yes indeedy! “The answer is 
to vote Labour 1 ." trilled Tony. 
Oddly, Mr Crausby did not 
look surprised. 

There followed an interlude 
in which William Hague, who 
has been warned by pollsters 
not to rain on Tony Blau's 
Ulster Parade, chose to drizzle 
on it instead. 

In one of those "while I 
would be the first to applaud 
... " homilies — an ill- 
intentioned shove masquer¬ 
ading as an aim on the 
shoulder — we watched what 



Tories pres um ably flunk dem¬ 
onstrates that no fuzzy- 
brained dream-merchant can 
pull wool over the eyes of this 
tough-minded Tory anti-ter¬ 
rorist Hague wants to ride 
two horses: public approval of 
the agreement and the hostil¬ 
ity of the Orange-tinged Tory 
Right We sigh and look 
away. 

Our eyes r et urn to find the 


pink tunic on her fed: No 
need to read the Order Paper 
a glance tells you which of 
today's new Labour back¬ 
bench women plan to star at 
PM’s Questions. They are all 
dressed up. 

Jean Causton was all 
dressed up but sadly had 
nowhere to go. She wanted to 
wish Tony Blair happy birth¬ 
day and regret that be was so 


busy leading the nation that 
be would have no time to 
spend this special day with his 
family. But Tories; she ven¬ 
tured. did have time to spend 
with their families — they’d 
been chucked out by the 
electorate! Boom-boom. After 
her bon mot, Ms Causton 
looked around to await the 
delighted laughter of her 
friends. 

The next Labour back¬ 
bencher on his feet Barry 
Jones, who is 60 next montiiu 
proved that age is no barrier 
to sycophancy. Old poodles 
never din The MP for Alyn & 


Deeside. sidling a little stiffly 
to his hoop, jumped gamely 
through. Did the Prime Min¬ 
ister agree that playgroups 
made a fine contribution to 
British society? Mr Blair 
shocked MPs by agreeing and 
— surprise, suipise — hap¬ 
pened to have a handy factoid 
about a new grant with which 
to delight us. 

Old poodle was followed by 
young pup. Ian Pearson (Lab. 
Dudlev S) had the grace to 
look shamefaced before ask¬ 
ing Blair to confirm “three 
incontrovertible facts” — all 
three of which celebrated 


Labour’s very excellent record 

in education. 

All in all it was a happy day 
for the Prime Minister. Such 
was the joy that when Anne 
Campbell (Lain Cambridge) 
rose, looking radiant, one half 
expected her to break into a 
birthday poem: 

Now you've got to 45, 
Vibrant, tough and full of 
drive. 

Backbench fans can all 
declare 

Happy Birthday Mr Blairi 
But she attacked the Tories 
and the Liberal Democrats 
instead. 


Ministers 
to overrule 
Lords on 
reforms 


By James Landale 

POLITICAL REPORTER 


THE Government said 
yesterday that it would 
invoke the historic powers 
of the Parliament Acts to 
force through its plans to 
reform the House of Lords 
if the moves were blocked 
by Tory peers. 

The rarely used powers 
allow the Commons to 
override the Lords and to 
passaBill into law if peers 
vote against it twice over 
two sessions of Parlia¬ 
ment 

Lord Richard, the Lab¬ 
our leader in tire Lords, 
said it was ludicrous for 
the Tories to think that the 
Government would be di¬ 
verted from removing he¬ 
reditary peers from the 
Upper House. He was 
responding to a Tory 
threat to disrupt the Gov¬ 
ernment’s entire legisla¬ 
tive programme next year 
if ministers insisted on 
reforming the Lords in 
two stages and not in one 
“big bang”. 

Viscount Cranbome, the 
Tory leader in the Lords, 
said on Tuesday that the 
Lords would use its 
powers to the foil to delay 
and amend legislation if 
Labour expelled heredi¬ 
tary peers without saying 
what will take their place. 
The Government plans to 
bold a period of consult¬ 
ation before introducing 
wider reforms. 


Cook announces 


r-niSPIN BOPWELL 


Sierra Leone 


arms inquiry 


By Nicholas Watt, political correspondent 


ROBIN COOK announced an 
independent investigation yes¬ 
terday into allegations that 
senior Foreign Office officials 
approved the sale of arms to 
Sierra Leone in breach of a 
United Nations embargo. 

In an unusual move, the 
Foreign Secretary expressed 
“deep concern” at the Foreign 
Office’s handling of the affair 
and said the inquiry would 
examine allegations that dvil 
servants failed to keep minis¬ 
ters properly informed. 

Mr Cook said the indepp- 
dent inquiry would be carried 
out by an outsider after a 
separate Customs and Excise 
investigation had been con¬ 
cluded. “I am determined to 
establish the full facts.” he told 
MPs in an emergency Com¬ 
mons statement 

His announcement came 
after Tony Blair declared that 
ministers and officials would 
face disciplinary action if they 
were found to have breached 
UN resolutions. 

Hie investigation will ex¬ 
amine claims that civil ser¬ 
vants secretly sanctioned the 
supply of weapons and merce¬ 
naries' to Sierra Leone by a 
London company. Sandline 
Internationa]. The company 
claims that the Foreign Office 
gave it approval to send arms 
to forces who restored Presi¬ 
dent Kabbah in March, a year 


after he was deposed in a 
military coup. 

Mr Cook, who denied that 
ministers approved die al¬ 
leged activities of Sandline, 
faced embarrassment yester¬ 
day when the government of 
Sierra Leone warmly wel¬ 
comed the British 
involvement. 

Confirming that weapons 
were delivered, Julius Spen¬ 
cer, Sierra Leone’s Informa¬ 
tion Minister, fold The World 
at One on Radio 4: “If British 
Government officials assisted, 
the British people should be 
proud of their Government 
Even if a British Jaw was 
broken people in Britain 
should be happy that it was 
broken for a good cause.” 

Foreign Office officials were 
irritated by Dr Spencer’s re¬ 
marks because Mr Cook has 
pledged to pursue an “ethical 
foreign policy”. 

Mr Cook's difficulties over 
Sandline deepened when he 
was forced to disclose that his 
officials referred the allega¬ 
tions to Customs and Excise 
on March 10 without inform¬ 
ing ministers. This meant that 
Tony Lloyd, the Minister with 
responsibility for Africa, de¬ 
nied allegations of British 
collusion in. Sierra Leone in a 
Commons debate bn March 12 
without mentioning the Cus¬ 
toms investigation. Asked by 


Michael Howard, the Shadow 
Foreign Secretary, whether 
officials were “wholly out of 
control”. Mr Cook said that 
their conduct was a “matter of 
deep concern to me”. 

He added: “I do believe that 
ft is unsatisfactory that [Mr 
Lloyd] was put up to the 
despatch box in Parliament to 
speak in the House without 
being informed that a Cus¬ 
toms investigation had been 
requested. 

“I think that is unfair to the 
Minister of State and it is 
unfair to Parliament That will 
almost certainly form part of 
the independent inquiry 1 
have announced.” 

The confusion within the 
Foreign Office meant that Mr 
Cook had to clarify remarks 
by Mr Lloyd who told a 
Commons committee on Tues¬ 
day that no minister knew of 
the Customs and Excise inves¬ 
tigation until Friday. The For¬ 
eign Secretary said that Mr 
Lloyd was shown papers 
about the Customs investiga¬ 
tion in mid-April, but was not 
folly informed about the mat¬ 
ter until last Friday. 

Paddy Ashdown, the 
Liberal Democrat leader, said 
that a breach of the UN 
resolutions would be “wholly 
inconsistent with any believ¬ 
able concept of an ethical 
foreign polity". 
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Kneecapping victim John Browne says: “I’ll never be able to walk: I can't stand” 


Continued from page I 
holy name. I started to call for 
the fellow next door. Every 
time I called, he hit me in the 
face or head, (put it down that 
they were searching for 
money. I didn’t know I was 
going to be shot" 

When the men returned to 
the bathroom they put a gun to 
one of Mr Browne’s knees and 
fired. They did the same to the 
other knee and both ankles. 
They then put a second cover 
over his head and tied it tight 
enough to suffocate him. They 
bound his elbows behind his 
back with a tie and departed, 
saying he had 24 hours to 
leave the area. 

“They left me to die. I’m sure 
1 was going to die. I had a 
terrible time breathing, said 
Mr Browne. 

In fad, someone had alerted 
the police and they arrived 
minutes later. “I was virtually 


Kneecap 

victim 


out for the count Had it been 
another 10 or 20 minutes. I 
would not have been here.” 

He remembers ambulance¬ 
men arriving, but nothing else 
until he came round in hospi¬ 
tal. He has had two operations 
to remove the bullets and faces 
six more weeks in hospital. He 
has no idea what will happen 
to him then, bur he will never 
return to the flat Even now. 
when the curtains are pulled 
round his bed, he jumps if 
someone enters. 

He decribes his attackers as 
“thugs of the lowest degree”. 
He cannot, or will not, say 
which organisation was re¬ 
sponsible, but New Lodge is 
an IRA stronghold and little 


would happen there without 
its knowledge or approval. 

Mr Browne shares his ward 
with four other kneecapped 
men. On Tuesday night loyal¬ 
ist paramilitaries shot two 
more through the legs in the 
ShankiU area of West Belfast 
Glyn Roberts of the Belfast 
group Families Against In¬ 
timidation and Terror says 
that despite the ceasefire, 
republican and loyalist para¬ 
militaries maintain as tight a 
control as ever of their respec¬ 
tive estates. 

Mr Roberts's organisation 
has recorded more than 50 
punishment beatings and 
shootings this year, including 
12 since the agreement was 
signed. There have also been 
death threats and expulsions. 
The attacks had, if anything, 
increased during the ceasefire 
because “the paramilitaries 
hadn't much else to do". 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Buy holiday 
money now, 
Britons told 


Britons planning to holiday 
abroad this summer are being 
advised to buy their foreign 
currency now. 

Analysts believe the pound, 
which has soared in value in 
recent months, has peaked in 
the wake of last weekend's 
final preparations for the the 
single European currency due 
to be launched next year. 
Some predict staling could 
fall by up to 10 per cent in the 
next six months against the 
mark, now acting as a proxy 
for the euro in the eyes of. 
many international investors. 

“The best of the pound is all 
in the past,” said Paul Morti¬ 
mer-Lee, the chief capital 
economist at Paribas, the 
French investment bank. 


Farm repayments 


British sheep farmers must 
pay bade £35 milium in EU 
aid because of irregularities 
in the way it was distributed, 
the European Commission 
said. EU inspectors found 
that the Ministry of Agricul¬ 
ture had not applied adequate 
checks in giving out tire “ewe 
premium” in 1994. 


New role forTA 


The Territorial Army is to be 
integrated with the regular 
forces, John Reid, the Armed; 
Forces Minister, announced... 
in a Commons debate yester¬ 
day. Proposals have been , 
made to cut the part-time, 
soldiers from 57.000 to about 
40,000. The TA is to have a 
more “usable” role. . .. . 


Charge to fail 


The case against a 15-year-old 
girl charged with harassment 
after the death of Kelly Yeo¬ 
mans. 13, is to be dropped. It is 
understood that the Crown 
Prosecution Service will 
apply for the bearing to be 
discontinued tomorrow when 
the teenager appears before 
Derby Youth Court 


Boxer improves 


Spencer Oliver, 22, the boxer 
who had a blood dot removed 
from his brain after a fight 
on Saturday, has left the 
intensive care unit at the 
National Hospital for Neurol¬ 
ogy and Neurosurgeiy in 
London and is expected to 
walk within days, his doctors 
said. 


David Taylor 


A news item (“Lunch jokes left 
bad taste", April 16) and 
David Pannick’s column 
(May 5) referred to the recent 
hearing by the Bar Council 
into complaints that David 
Taylor, a barrister, had told 
offensive jokes at a charily 
function. The David Taylor in 
question is In chambers at 37 
Park Square, Leeds, and is 
not David Bartholomew Tay¬ 
lor, formerly also practising 
in Leeds, but now at 5 Foun¬ 
tain Court in Birmingham. 


Labour in hurry 
after SNP boost 


By Shirley English 


LABOUR attempted to regain 
the political initiative in Scot¬ 
land yesterday by announcing 
plans to bring forward the 
opening date for the Scottish 
parliament by six months. 

The move, on the day that 
Scottish Nationalists surged 
ahead of Labour in the opin¬ 
ion polls for the first time, was 
labelled a “panic measure” by 
opposition parties but was 
broadly welcomed. 

The System Three survey on 
voting intentions, published 
by The Herald, revealed that 
the Scottish National Party 
had opened a five-point lead 
over Labour. Donald Dewar, 
the Scottish Secretary, re¬ 
sponded swiftly by announc¬ 
ing that he was about to 
consult opposition parties on 
proposals to open the new 
Parliament in July 1999 in¬ 
stead of early 2000. He said 
that, after the May 6 elections 


next year, he saw no point in 
delaying the transference of 
powers from Westminster to 
the new parliament, providing 
that the necessary structures 
were in place. 

Michael Ancram. Conserva¬ 
tive constitutional affairs 
spokesman, said that Labour 
had been panicked by the 
SNPs surge in support “The 
Labour Party is severely shak¬ 
en. They have lost control of 
the devolution agenda." 

In the poll, the SNP moved 
up one point to 41 per cent, 
while Labour slipped by four 
points to 36 per cent compared 
to last month. The Conserva¬ 
tives rose three to II per cent 
and the Liberal Democrats 
stayed on 10 per cent Nation¬ 
alists are committed to hold¬ 
ing a referendum on foil 
independence within the first 
term of the Scottish 
parliament. 


Banker ‘rejected 
split presidency’ 


By James Landale, political reporter 


THE row over the appoint¬ 
ment of Wim Duisenberg as 
head of the European Central 
Bank deepened last night after 
it emerged that the Dutch 
banker told peers earlier this 
year that he would not accept 
being appointed to the job for 
a limited period. 

Tony Blair was accused by 
the Tories of misrepresenting 
Mr Duisenberg* position by 
claiming that the president of 
the European Monetary Insti¬ 
tute had always made ft clear 
he would not serve the full 
eight-year appointment. 

Mr Duisenberg was ap¬ 
pointed to the job last weekend 
to serve for four years before 
giving way ro Jean-Claude 
Trichet. governor of the 
Banque de France. 

But an unpublished tran¬ 
script of Mr Du tsen berg's 
evidence to a sub-committee of 
the House of Lords European 


Communities Committee on 
February 24 shows that he 
made no mention of this when 
challenged by peers. 

Lord Shaw of Northstead 
asked Mr Duisenberg for his 
views on the idea of the eight- 
year presidency being split. 
M r Duisenberg replied: “If the 
proposals were to appoint me 
on the condition, which is not 
in the (Maastricht! Treaty, 
that I would accept this to be 
only for a limited period, I 
would not accept that 
appointment." 

Mr Duisenberg’s remarks 
are technically in line with his . 
insistence at the weekend that 
his decision to stand down 
after four years was not a 
formal condition of his ap¬ 
pointment. but they belie the 
emphasis of Mr Blair’s repeat¬ 
ed insistence in the Commons 
that Mr Duisenber{L63, never 1 
wanted to serve fltefuD period. 
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Scots boys 
killed man 
‘because 
of accent' 
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Court battle for 
tape of the 
not-so-Fab Four 


HARRISON ns- 
called the wild" early days of 
the Beatles in the unlikely 
setting of the High Coun 
yesterday as he fought to 
rawer a 36-year-old home¬ 
made tape of a drunken Fab 
Four. 

Mr Harrison. 54, told the 
crowded courtroom how he 
had taught John Lennon to 
play guitar, and remembered 
the group’s first gigs amid the 
transvestites and pros¬ 
titutes at the Star Club —” 
in Hamburg. He was * 
giving evidence in a * 
battle over a recording 
of the group at the 
beginning of their 
career which he said 
was the “crummiest" 
made in their name. 

Together with Paul 
McCartney, Ringo 
Starr and Yoko Ono, he is 
asking a judge to ban sales of 
a CD produced from a record¬ 
ing made at their last Star 
Club gig in 1962. 

Under the 1989 Copyright 
Act, they want lingasoag 
Music, based in Waltham 
Abbey, Essex, to give them 
back the tape or prove it has 
been destroyed. 

Mr Harrison told Mr Jus¬ 
tice Popplewell of the “wild 
early" days of the group. 


Bv Kathryn Knight 

which involved “a lot of teen- 
a gers getting drunk playing 
rock and roll. That’s how it 
was, lj was just a wild thing." 

The tape at the heart of die 
legal wrangle was recorded by 
Edward Taylor. leader of the 
obscure Sixties band King Size 
Taylor and The Dominoes, on 
his own reel-to-reel machine 
when he was playing a double 
bill with the Beatles. 

The band had just signed 


C One drunk recording 
another bunch of drunks 
does not constitute a 
business deal 5 


their first record dmt and 
were enjoying their first taste 
of success with Love Me Do at 
No 17 in the charts. 

Mr Harrison rem e mbered 
the Star Club as a rough place 
where the waiters would use 
“tear-gas" to dear the sailors 
out if there was a fight on 
Saturday night “l kept well 
out of it There were also some 
quite nice people who went to 
the dub — they weren’t all 
gangsters and transvestites — 


there were teenagers and an 
students. But by 2am on 
Saturday it was just hell." 

He said he had no direct 
recollection of playing the gig 
that night but was clear about 
certain points. “To my mind 
there was never any recording 
equipment there at all — may¬ 
be he had it in a cupboard." 

Mr Harrison said that Mr 
Taylor was not a dose Wend. 
“He was a leader of another 

_ one of die groups. In 

those days, everyone 
j was friendly to one 

3 another but only saw 

one another if they 
happened to play the 
same dub at the same 
time. If we weren’t, we 
didn’t see him from 
one month to die next. 
aBt _ aa He wasn’t a friend we 
hung around with.” 
He said the problem was that 
memories became jumbled 
over 30 years and Mr Taylor 
had forgotten that die dub 
only started recording the 
bands after the Beatles had 
stopped playing there. 

“Whatever he says, we 
didn’t see [the recordings}. We 
didn’t ask him to do it we 
never heard them, we never 
had anything to do with them 
— and that’s the story." 

The court has heard from 


Scots boys 
killed man 
‘because 
of accent’ 

Bv Shirley English 

THREE Scottish teenagers 
from well-off homes turned 
into killers because of anti- 
English sentiment and inler- 
school rivalry, it was daimed 
yesterday. 

The three, sons of a police 
inspector, a company director 
and two lecturers, locked arid 
punched a teenager to death 
last November because he had 
an English accent and had 
gone to a different school, a 
court was told. 

Iain Wheldon and Graham 
Purves, both 17. and Ross 
Gravestocks. 16, all from 
Edinburgh, were originally 
charged with the murder of 
Mark Ayton. a 19-year-old 
mechanic But yesterday die 
three, pupils of Balemo High 
School, were remanded into 
custody to await sentencing 
after admitting culpable 
homicide at the High Court in 
Glasgow. They will be sen¬ 
tenced on May 20. 

The fight broke out as Mr 
Ayton, and his brother Paul. 
21. returned home from a 
night in their local pub. Both 
were former pupils of Currie 
High, regarded as a rival 
school. They were confronted 
initially by Wheldon and 
Purves who began chasing 
diem and shouting anti-Eng¬ 
lish abuse. Gravestocks, de¬ 
spite being English himself, 
joined in. Mark Ayton was 
kicked and punched in the 
head after he became separat¬ 
ed from his brother. 

Derek Ogg. defending 
Gravestocks, denied evidence 
that the attack was racially 
motivated. But Paul Ayton 
had told the court that he had 
heard anti-English abuse and 
someone singing Flower of 
Scotland. 

Another teenager. Paul 
LearmonL 17, of Edinburgh, 
had charges of assault 
withdrawn. 


Kray’s parole 
denied ‘because 
of his drinking’ 

By Richard Ford, home correspondent 


REGGIE KRAY, the gang¬ 
land killer, was refused parole 
last month because he drinks 
alcohol in jail and remains a 
devious and manipulative per¬ 
sonality, according to the Pa¬ 
role Board. 

The board also expressed 
concern that the former East 
End gangster had failed to 
complete programmes help¬ 
ing him to understand his 
criminal behaviour or to un¬ 
dertake a full psychological 
assessment 

A letter from the lifer 
Review Unit of the Prison 
Service informed Kray. 64. 
that the Parole .Board had 
refused to release him on life 
licence or even transfer him to 
an open prison because die 
“risk is too high for release or 
a move to open conditions at 
this stage”. The letter told 
Kray, who had hoped to settle 
with his new wife in East 
Anglia, that the next formal 
review of his case would be in 
March 2000. 

The Parole Board reviewed 
Kray’s case because this week 
he completed the minimum 
30-year term imposed on him 
for “retribution and deter¬ 
rence” when he was jailed for 
life at the Old Bailey in 1969. 



Kray: has now served 
30 years for murder 


The tariff ends this week 
because Kray was arrested in 
1968. He was transferred last 
August from Maidstone pris¬ 
on to Wayland jail, Norfolk. 

Kray*s solicitor today chal¬ 
lenges the reasons given by 
the board and in a letter in The 
Times says that they are 
“factually incorrect" Trevor 
Linn writes that Kray has no 
disciplinary findings recorded 
against him in respect of 
alcohol is willing to complete 
any course required of him 
and has been assessed by two 
psychiatrists and two psychol¬ 
ogists for the Parole Review. 

Confidential reports pre¬ 
pared for the parole hearing 
indicated that Kray had 
changed from the confronta¬ 
tional inmate of 30 years ago 
to one who liked reading and 
poetay, and disliked watching 
television. A psychiatrist who 
examined Kray said that he 
could be deemed entirely capa¬ 
ble of independent living. 

Another medical report sug¬ 
gested that Kray showed no 
serious instance of violence 
over the past few years, al¬ 
though it said that there were 
“strong intimidating eye con¬ 
tact [that] conveyed feelings of 
suppressed aggression or de¬ 
fensiveness with a paranoid 
and contemptuous flavour”. 

Kray and his twin brother, 
Ronnie, were convicted in 1969 
for the murder of Jade “the 
Hal" McVitie and George 
Cornell. Ronnie Kray died of a 
heart attack in 1995 while in 
Broadmoor top security hospi¬ 
tal and was given a tradition¬ 
al East End funeral. 

Even if the Parole Board 
had recommended that Kray 
be released, the final decision 
would rest with Jack Straw, 
the Home Secretary. 

Diary, page 22 
Letters, page 23 


Statistics to grow on you, 
like the hair in your nose 


By Simon de Bruxelles 

N THE course of our lives, 
te will on average spend 3** 
ears eating. 12 months faiK- 
1S and two weekskissing. 
ft Will have sex 2,58)I tales 
nth five people but faU in 
)v e only twice. That is the 

ood news. . 

We will spend six months 

n the lavatory- grow two 

arris of nasal hair, shea 

stones (—**£*■ 
nd talk on the telephone 
vr 7h vears. These and 


laernvt - 

covered by a 

" researchers 

he series The 
chausted by 


chasing and mopping up 
after young offspring will 
learn in the first of the seven 

programmes, on May 20. 
the gruesome statistics be¬ 
hind their fatigue. By the 
age of 12 months, the aver¬ 
age infant will have drooled 
32 gallons (145 litres) of 
saliva, and. by the age of 
nvo. will have crawled 93 
miles (150km). 

The series is presented by 
Lord Winston, the country’s 
leading fertility expert The 
professor, director of repro¬ 
ductive medicine at Ham¬ 
mersmith HospiiaL West 
London, said yesterday: 
“It’s quite a paradox how 
completely we change from 
conception to death, but in 
terms of our physiology we 


have changed so little in the 
fast 100.000 years.” 

Richard Dale, the produc¬ 
er, said that the research 
team consulted “hundreds 
of institutes and individual 
experts” across the world. 
“It was a nightmarish task 
because there was so much 
materia] involved. Some of 
the statistics are estimates 
based on existing research. 
But 1 can tell you that the 
figure of two metres of nasal 
hair is actually a very con¬ 
servative estimate." 

One statistic be refused to 
reveal was the cost of the 
series. He added: "This is 
the sort of thing that only 
the BBC do and they only do 
a series like this every J5 or 
20 years.” 



HOME NEWS 3 

Bankrupt 
tycoon 
is jailed 
for secrecy 

By Tim Jones 



George Harrison arriving at the High Court yesterday, where be recalled die “wfld" early days of the Beatles 


Mark Platts Mills, QC repre¬ 
senting the group, how there 
have been various attempts to 
exploit the tape by people 
associated with Lingasong. 
Lingasong is claiming that 
Lamon, who was shot dead in 
I960, gave his verbal consent 
to the recording, but Mr 


Harrison said: “We had a 
democratic thing going be¬ 
tween us. Everyone in the 
band had to agree with every¬ 
thing that was donewhether it 
was a concert in Liverpool or 
to go to Hamburg." 

Lennon would have said 
something about the tape if he 


had known about it Even if 
anything had been said be¬ 
tween Lennon and Mr Taylor, 
“one drunken per so n record¬ 
ing another bunch of drunks 
does not constitute a business 
deal". Mr Harrison said. 

"If we had been sitting 
around the table and Ted 


Taylor was saying, ‘Hey lads, 
I am going to record you and 
III make this five record that 
will come back to haunt you 
for the rest of your lives, ’ and 
John saying. ‘Great, you can 
do it’ I would have said you 
are not recording me," he said. 

The case continues. 


ONCE he lived a life of 
enviable luxury, but yesterday 
Terry Ramsden began a jail 
sentence for foiling to disclose 
his assets after being declared 
bankrupt. 

Glen International, which 
Ramsden. 46, had bought for 
El8,000, had a turnover of 
£3.5 billion in 1987. But within 
a year his company crashed, 
owing £98 million. 

Ramsden, who is estimated 
to have lost £58 million at the 
racetrack, was under a duty to 
disclose his assets to the 
Official Receiver or trustees in 
bankruptcy after the collapse 
of his business empire. How¬ 
ever, an Old Bailey judge was 
told, he hid the feet that he had 
established a New York-based 
trust fund and owned three 
million shares in a Canadian 
o3 and gas company. 

Henry Green, QC. for the 
prosecution, said that thou¬ 
sands of pounds were paid 
from tiie trust fund to his 
mother, Florence, a former 
deaner, and to friends. The 
money was then passed on to 
Ramsden. 

Ramsden. of Fulham, 
southwest London, had es¬ 
caped jail in November 1993. 
when he was given a two-year 
suspended sentence for a 
£90 million fraud involving 
his trading activities with 
Gfen International. 

He pleaded guilty to three 
charges of breaching the In¬ 
solvency Act. Judge Peter 
Beaumont QG jailed him for 
21 months. 
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IBM PC & 

PRINTER & SCANNER 

233MHz IBM K6 MMX™ 

Enhanced Processor. 


PACKAGE PRICE 


32Mb RAM. 2.1 Gb Hard Disk. 256k Cache Memory. 

24 x multimedia. Stereo soundcard with speakers. 
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Abbey choir may sue 
for Diana funeral fees 


By Ruth G led hill, religion correspondent 


PARENTS of choristers at 
Westminster Abbey choir 
school are threatening legal 
action against the Dean. Dr 
Wesley Carr, over fees payable 
for the funeral of Diana. 
Princess of Wales. 

More than £2^500 was paid 
to Westminster Abbey by the 
BBC and ITN for the Dean 
and the choristers taking part 
in the funeral service, broad¬ 
cast to millions of viewers 
worldwide. Choristers' par¬ 
ents say they were not in¬ 
formed that broadcast fees 
were due to the boys. They 
were stunned this week to 
learn that the fees were paid to 
the Diana. Princess of Wales 
Memorial Fund last October 
without their knowledge or 
consent 

The parents ofone boy spent 
more than E400 to fly him 
back from Canada to sing at 
the funeral Another family 
cui short a two-week holiday 
in France and also spent 
several hundred pounds re¬ 


turning home. One father says 
he was given a verbal assur¬ 
ance that expenses would be 
paid to fly his son home from 
Portugal, only to have the offer 
withdrawn the following day. 
after arrangements had been 
out in hand. In the end. no 
expenses were in the end paid 
to parents. 

The latest dispute at the 
Abbey comes just weeks after 
the organist Martin Neary, 
was sacked for alleged “finan¬ 
cial irregularities". Dr Neary 
was decorated by the Queen 
for his role in the Princess’s 
funeral last September. He 
and his wife Penny, concerts 
secretary, were sacked by the 
Dean and Chapter last month 
after the Dean concluded they 
“took advantage of his pos¬ 
ition an Abbey events to 
further their own financial 
gain although it was possible 
die process would deprive 
others (the lay vicars and 
choristers] of income". 

Dr Neary has appealed to 


ihe Queen, Visitor to the 
Abbey, a Royal Peculiar. The 
appeal is expected to be re¬ 
ferred to the Lord Chancellor. 

More than 30 of the choris¬ 
ters’ parents last week signed 
a letter to The Tunes calling on 
all members of the Abbey 
chapter to “consider their own 
positions'" if the Nearys are 
exonerated by their respective 
appeals, and accusing the 
Dean and Chapter of causing 
“untold damage" to the 
church. The circuit judge 
Christopher Compsron. Presi¬ 
dent of the Mental Health 
Review Tribunal, has a son, 
Rupert, aged 10. at the choir 
school, and said: “We are not 
alleging that the Dean has 
been dishonest It is not a 
criminal matter. But to have 
no money and no thanks was 
pretty tough. Some parents 
are really vulnerable fin¬ 
ancially." 

Robin Roberts, a consultant 
cardiologist at the Queen 
Mary hospital in Roehampton 


and the Brompton hospiial in 
London’s Fulham Road, spent 
more than E400 getting^ his 
son. Sebastian, back from 
Canada to sing in the funeral. 

•*We were in Toronto, and 
got a call on the Sunday 
morning after she died,” said 
Dr Roberts. "We were told it 
was likely the choir would be 
called back. At lunchtime we 
had a second call saying my 
son would be required to come 
back. We then went off to get 
him a ticket" 

In the event he suffered 
from jet lag and laryngitis and 
missed the funeral. His father 
said: “Someone should have 
had the decency to discuss the 
question of fees with us. We 
may well have been happy to 
donate the money to tile 
memorial fund, but I am 
surprised it was never brought 
to our attention.” 

An Abbey spokeswoman de¬ 
clined to comment 
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Informer 


denies 
peddling 
lies to 


sell book 


By Audrey Magee 
IRELAND CORRESPONDENT 


AN IRA informer was ac¬ 
cused yesterday of peddling 
misery to win publicity and 
profits for his forthcoming 
autobiography, which secured 
an advance of £175,000. 

Sean 0"Callaghan, a key 
witness in a Sunday Times 
libel trial, propagated lies and 
deceit to generate a high 
public profile and maintain 
interest in his life story, Dub¬ 
lin High Court was told. 

Mr O’Callaghan denied the 
allegations put by Eamon 
Leahy, counsel for Thomas 
“Slab" Murphy- The latter, a 
former from Co Louth, claims 
that he was libelled by the 
Sunday Times in a 1985 article 
that refers to a “Slab" Mur¬ 
phy recently appointed com¬ 
mander of IRA operations in 
Northern Ireland. Mr Mur¬ 
phy said that he believed it 
referred to him and denied 
any involvement with the IRA. 

Mr O’Callaghan claims to 
have met Mr Murphy at three 
IRA meetings in the 1980s. 
Two of the meetings were of 
IRA’s GHQ staff and one of its 
revolutionary council. He said 
Gerry Adams. Martin 
McGuinness and Rat Doherty 
had also been present on 
occasion. 

But Mr Leahy said that Mr 
O’Callaghan lied about a lit¬ 
any of events, including his 
meetings Mr Murphy. He 
said Mr O’Callaghan had 
difficulty distinguishing be¬ 
tween fact and fiction because 
the truth did not come natural¬ 
ly to him. 

Mr O'Callaghan gave him¬ 
self up in 1988 and confessed to 
two IRA murders in the mid- 
1970s of Eva Martin, an Ulster 
Defence Regiment Green¬ 
finch, and Peter Flanagan, a 
Catholic member of the RUC 
He was convicted and sen¬ 
tenced to double life imprison¬ 
ment and 539 years for other 
IRA offences. He was released 
in 1996 after serving eight 
years. 

But Mr O’Callaghan also 
claimed to have murdered 
three other people: John Cor¬ 
coran, an IRA informer, and 
two American Noraid activ¬ 
ists. He told the court this 
week that he lied about all 
three murders and had fabri¬ 
cated the Noraid murders. 

Mr O’Callaghan told the 
court that he had lied about 
the murder to force Gardai to 
reopen their investigation 
into the murder of Mr Corco¬ 
ran. He said would reveal the 
full details of what happened 
in his book, to be published on 
May 20 and serialised in a 
British daily newspaper. 

But Mr Leahy accused him 
of bringing misery to Mr 
Corcoran'S family. He said 
Mrs Corcoran wanted an¬ 
swers but Mr O’Callaghan 
was “keeping his powder dry" 
for his book. 

“Sean Corcoran's widow 
will find out your involvement 
in her husband’s murder if she 
puts her money on the table 
and buys your book," said Mr 
Leahy. “She wants answers 
from you. You are the man 
who claimed to kill her hus¬ 
band. the man who writes in a 
book about it and wants to put 
money in your own pocket" 
Mr O’Callaghan, 43, de¬ 
nied that he was testifying 
only to gain publicity. He said 
that he hoped to meet Mrs 
Corcoran before publication, 
and that he needed the space 
provided by the book to clarify 
-what had happened. 

The case continues. 


‘Armed robber ripped 
Picasso from gallery’ 


By TtM Jones 


THE son of a man who was 
once Britain’s most wanted 
criminal funded his life on die 
run by carrying out a string of 
armed robberies, including 
the theft of a Picasso painting 
valued at £650,000 from a 
London art gallery, a court 
was told yesterday. 

But after ripping T&te de 
Femme from die wall of the 
Lefevre Gallery in Mayfair, 
Russell Grant-McVicar. 33, 
told the driver of a black cab 
who was forced at gunpoint to 
drive him away that it was an 
experience he could tell his 
grandchildren about 

James Hines, for the prose¬ 
cution, told the Old Bailey that 
Mr Grant-McVicar took the 
cab to the gallery in March 
1977 and asked the driver to 
wait while he collected a pain¬ 
ting. Once inside Mr Grant- 
McVicar asked how much the 
painting was worth and then 
allegedly told a terrified assis¬ 
tant: “I have got a shotgun. I 
want that painting 

He then produced the stock 
of a double-barrelled shotgun 
from a holdall and when she 
refused to remove the painting 
from the wall he ripped it off 
himself. As he jumped back 
into the cab, Mr Hines said. 
Grant-McVicar used his gun 
to threaten a passer-by who 
tried to intervene. 

After telling the cab driver 
to drop him off in the Wimble¬ 
don area he told him to tell 
police to trace his fingerprints 
from the frame of a painting 
that he left behind in the 
vehide. Mr Grant-McVicar 
denies 16 charges of armed 



Russell Grant-McVicar, who denies all the charges 


robbery, attempted robbery 
and escaping from custody 
between June 1993 and May 
1997. In all. the court-was told, 
his crimes netted him more 
than £100,000. 

After his arrest Mr Hines 
said, Mr Grant-McVicar had 
made a full confession to 
police, saying on several occa¬ 
sions he had wanted to turn 
himself in. He allegedly told 
police: “You have put me up 
for five robberies but I have 
admitted nine. The only time I 
have done these things is 
when I have run out of 
money." 

But Mr Hines said. Mr 


Grant-McVicar had reneged 
on his promise to admit to his 
crimes. “He said that was due 
to the fact that his father was 
John McVicar." 

John McVicar saved 11 
years in prison for armed 
robbery. He turned his bad; 
on crime to become a writer 
and broadcaster. 

Mr Hines said that in 
another interview with police 
the defendant told them: "I am 
very arrogant about these 
things. 1 could describe them 
to you in a kind of poetic, blast 
fashion." Mr Grant-McVicar 
is defending himself. 

The case continues. 
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of adverts for savings 
accounts offering bumper rates 
of interest but It’s not unUl you 
read the small print that you realise 
that many are destined to drop after 
a few months. Others have so many 
restrictions on withdrawal you’d be as 
well putting you r money in a long term 
notice accounL 

With Instant Access Savings Account 
Bank of Scotland actually has a guarantee 
to match rises in Base Rate*. We also 
offer instant accessf with no penalties 
or restrictions on withdrawals and free 
telephone banking. 

The account Is straightforward aid 
simple to use. For balances up to £5.000 
we pay a competitive rate of 5% gross* •. 
At £5.000 and above we pay 7% gross** 
which compares very favourably with the 
competition, especially when you consider 
Chat (his rate is guaranteed to match rises 


in Base Rate. All this 
from the comfort of 
your home 24 hours a day. 365 
days a year. So there’s never any 
need to waste time queuing at your 
Bank or Building Society. 

When choosing your savings account, 
we urge you to check the small print and 
make sure you get long term competitive. 
rates and the flexibility you need. Instant 
Access Savings Account from Bank of 
Scotland fits the bill. 

For a low down and an application form, 
call us free on 0500 804 804. 
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Makers deny faking 
drugs documentary 

Raymond Snoddv and Carol Midgley on claims over Carlton TV film 


THE film-makers behind a 
controversial award-winnine 
documentary on the ColombE 
an drugs trade yesterday vehe- 
mently denied newspaper 
allegations that they hadfaked 
the programme. They are 
considering legal action. 

Roger James, executive pro¬ 
ducer of The Connection . said 
last night that he would con¬ 
tinue to back Man: de Beau¬ 
fort, the film-maker, until he 

, saw convincing evidence to the 

contrary. “Allegations of a 
conspiracy at Carlton were 
absolute rubbish.'’ he added. 
_Mr de Beaufort dismissed 
The Guardian's allegations 
saying he had given full cd 
operation to its inquiries dur¬ 
ing the past eight months and 
that its claims were based on 
the testimony “of a convicted 
drug trafficker and a disgrun¬ 
tled former employee of 
Carlton Television". He insist¬ 
ed he stood by the integrity of 
his work. 

The Guardian alleged that 
drug “mutes" seen in the film 
had been fakes who did not 
have drugs in their stomach 
when they came into the 
Britain and that the man 
interviewed as the number 

h three in the Cali drugs cartel 
had m fact been a retired bank 
cashier with low-level connec¬ 
tions to the drug trade. 

The paper also said that the 
journey from Colombia to 
London presented as a contin¬ 
uous 24-hour trip was filmed 
in two legs six months apart 

The Independent Television 
Commission and Carlton 
Television have launched in¬ 
vestigations into the claims, 
which if proved, could result 
in a heavy fine for the broad¬ 
caster. 

The irony behind The 
Guardian's allegations is that 
they were published the day 
after the Independent Tele¬ 
vision Commission made 
some of its most favourable 
comments on the quality of 





From the film: heroin plugs ready to be swallowed 


Carlton Television prog¬ 
rammes. 

In 1993, Carlton's first year 
on air after ousting Thames 
Television from the London 
weekday franchise, the com¬ 
mission. commercial tele¬ 
vision's regulatory body, was 
scathing abort Carlton* per¬ 
formance and said it had been 
“well below expectation" and 
that the company’s offerings to 
the ITV network had been 
neither distinctive nor of nota¬ 
bly high quality. 

Since then Carlton’s reput¬ 
ation as a programme maker 
has improved considerably 
and on Tuesday the commis¬ 
sion praised its high-quality 
programmes and singled out 
its strong contributions on 
social action themes. 

The Connection, the docu¬ 
mentary complained of, did 
not come from inexperienced 
independent producers but 
was an in-house production 
from Central, the second larg¬ 
est HV company, which is 
owned by Carlton. 

Six days before the film's 
transmission Mr James, its 
executive producer, and Don 
Christopher, head of legal 
affairs at Carlton, had a 
meeting with Adriana Quinta¬ 
na. the Colombian researcher 


Fly-on-the-wall 
producers cheat 
to win ratings 

By Carol Midgley, media correspondent 


THE television documentary 
has lost prestige in recent 
months. Viewers have learnt 
in particular of some of the 
tricks used in “fly-on-the- 
wall" film s , programmes that 
depend on maintaining the 
viewer's trust 

One of the most embarrass- 
„ mg revelations this year was 
* that Channel 4’s Cutting Edge 
programme Rogue Males had 
fabricated certain scenes. The 
edition in February was about 
“cowboy" workmen and 
wheeterdealers scratching a 
living through illegal activi¬ 
ties in Salford, near 
Manchester. 

The director later admitted 
that some of the scenes had 
been manufactured. It also 
emerged that one of the 
principal interviewees had ap¬ 
peared in another documenta¬ 
ry, The Complainant, where 
tie claimed to be someone 
. who constantly argued with 
shopkeepers. The man. Alan 
i Birion, is a stand-up coined v- 
** an.: determined to get on 
television. 

The BBCs admission chat 
some of the scenes in the 
hugely successful “docu-soap” 
Driving School were recon¬ 
structed or faked did not 
cause a huge outcry, but 
nevertheless contributed to 
the growing feeling of mis¬ 
trust about the integrity of 
forpifl i programmes. 

As early as 1991. questions 


were being asked about docu¬ 
mentaries. It was alleged that 
three young people pretended 
to sleep rough in an office 
doorway for Breadline Brit¬ 
ain, an ITV series on the 
homeless. The main female 
character had appeared in 
four other documentaries. 

Industry insiders say that 
film-makers are under in¬ 
creasing pressure to deliver 
'-results as budgets are 
squeezed further. The recent 
glut of fly-orrthe- wall docu¬ 
mentaries means that the 
public also expects increasing 
insights into people's lives. 

Television producers are 
resorting to greater extremes 
to deliver ratings. Two 
months ago it was revealed 
that a guest who dropped his 
trousers in front of millions of 
viewers of the BBC's Kilroy 
live dehate programme was 
hired by the producers to 
boost ratings. Alex Leroy had 
been told to “wind up" the 
audience with his outrageous 
views during a discussion on 
adultery. 

Another hoaxer. Dave 
Smith, masqueraded on 
Kilroy as a loan shark, wear¬ 
ing a wig and false mous¬ 
tache, and a few weeks later 
as a homeowner who had 
tortured a burglar. Mr Smith, 
38. said he had outwitted 
inexperienced researchers 
desperate to produce colour¬ 
ful television. 
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on the programme. According 
to those there, including a 
translator, she spent two 
hours complaining that she 
had not received enough 
money for risking her life in 
making the programme. She 
left a document that contained 
a number of allegations about 
the programme-making pro¬ 
cess. But both Mr James and 


Mr Christopher formed the 
opinion her allegations were 
contradictory and motivated 
mainly by money, and derided 
to take no further action. 

Neither derided to refer the 
issue to senior editorial man¬ 
agement: and the documentary 
went ahead as scheduled. 
Apart from winning prizes, 
the programme was sold 10 14 
countries around the world. 

Mr de Beaufort said last 
night of the Guardian jour¬ 
nalists involved: “I have 
repeatedly invited them to in¬ 
terview me and view all my 
film's rushes in the face of 
their constantly changing 
allegations-” 

The Carlton board derided 
to make no new statement 
until the second pan of The 
Guardian's report is pub¬ 
lished today. Nigel WaimJey, 
Carlton director of broadcast¬ 
ing. said the company had not 
been able to substantiate the 
newspaper’s allegations but 
that the issues involved would 
be folly investigated and the 
result made public. 
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~ Watchdog 
hears few 
ft compaints 
11 on privacy 


Roger James, the film’s executive producer, who stands by its maker 


By Carol Midgley 

COMPLAINTS about inva¬ 
sion of privacy accounted for 
only a fraction of the cases 
dealt with by the Press Com¬ 
plaints Commission last year. 
Some 12 per cent of complaints 
lodged with the press watch¬ 
dog concerned privacy, while 
nearly 70 per cent related to 
accuracy and opportunity to 
reply. 

Last year the commission 
tightened its code of practice 
after the death of Diana. 
Princess of Wales. A spokes¬ 
man for the commission said: 
“The death of the Princess did 
not produce a surge in the 
number of privacy com¬ 
plaints. The number was 
about the same as in the 
previous four years.” 

Of the remainder of com¬ 
plaints. about 6 per cent were 
about discrimination and 3 
per cent about harassment. 

The commission's annual 
report disclosed that it dealt 
with 2,944 complaints m 1997. 
compared with 3.021 in 1996. 
Some 34 were upheld and 514 
were resolved with the news¬ 
paper concerned. 
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Shop door swings shut on Sainsbury . 




The first Sainsbuiy shop at Drury Lane; John James and Mary Ann Sainsbury lived above the premises 

Family loses place at the top as 
‘too nice’ boss leaves £50m richer 


By Sarah Cunningham 

and Mark Henderson 

BRITAIN’S best-known fam¬ 
ily firm ended 13 decades of 
tradition yesterday, when 
Lord Sainsbuiy of TurviUe 
resigned as chairman of the 
supermarket chain. 

The departure of the 57- 
year-old Labour peer — wel¬ 
comed by the markets with a 
substantial rise in share price 
— means that for the first rime 
there is no Sainsbuiy heading 
the company founded by his 
great-grandfather in 1869. 

None of his three daughters 
has yet shown any interest in 
maintaining the family link 
with the firm, and other 
members of the younger 
Sainsbury generation have 
also turned their backs. 

The end of the family link, 
however, brought immediate 
financial rewards for the out¬ 
going chairman, recently 
named the richest man in 
Britain, and other members 
of his family, as Sainsbuiy 
shares climbed substantially. 
The share movements on his 
departure are an embarrass¬ 
ment for someone known as 
one of the nicest men in 
business, but can come as no 
surprise after Sainsbury's 
was overtaken by Tesco as 
Britain's leading supermar¬ 



Samsbury: his exit 
sent shares soaring 

ket group under his chair¬ 
manship. 

As one of the biggest share¬ 
holders. his resignation add¬ 
ed about £50 million to his 
personal fortune, already esti¬ 
mated at £33 billion. He now 
intends to concentrate on his 
new role as a Labour working 
peer. He still prefers to be 
known as David Sainsbury, 
despite his life peerage. 

When he joined the com¬ 
pany, there were six family 
members there, including the 
chairman, Alan Sainsbury, 
later Lord Sainsbury of Druiy 
Lane. David Sainsbury's old¬ 


er daughters, one of whom is 
at university and one study¬ 
ing for A-levels. have shown 
no interest in joining the firm, 
and his cousins’ children are 
all well-established else¬ 
where. Alexander Sainsbury. 
30. son of David's cousin, the 
former minister Sir Tun 
Sainsbury, was the most re¬ 
cent to turn his back on the 
tills, leaving the supermarket 
chain last year after sue 
months as a graduate trainee 
at head office. He went on to 
join another family interest, 
the Glasshouse Trust which 
raises money for mental 
health projects. 

His elder brother James. 
36. once photographed giving 
a Nazi salute at a meeting of 
the Oxford University Mon¬ 
day Club, has become a social 
polity researcher with the left- 
leaning think-tank Demos. 
Younger sister Jessica is also 
a social policy researcher, and 
older sister Camilla. 35, is a 
counsellor married to the 
Tory MP Shaun Woodward. 

David Sainsbury admitted 
that he was in "the firing line" 
last year after a warning to 
shareholders that profits were 
set to fall. Yesterday, he was 
relieved that it was all over. 
He admitted that running the 
huge but snuggling business 
has been a strain: “When any 


business is not performing 
well, there is pressure from 
shareholders. The pressure is 
probably more in a family 
business. It was an extremely 
difficult decision to leave, i 
feel both sad about leaving 
the business, and also very 
excited to do something else." 

In the City, while his essen¬ 
tial niceness is acknowledged, 
he will not be missed. “Hist¬ 
ory will remember him as the 
man that lost the market 
leadership,” one analyst said. 

It was David Sainsbury's 
predecessor, his cousin John, 
now Lord Sainsbury of Pres¬ 
ton Candover, who trans¬ 
formed the business from a 
medium-sized regional, fam¬ 
ily-owned grocer into the 
country's leading supermar¬ 
kets group, serving 75 million 
customers per week. When he 
look over in 1969 to when he 
handed over to David 
Sainsbury in 1992, profits 
grew from £43 million to 
£628 million. He made 
Sainsbury's the largest and 
most innovative supermarket 
chain, constantly introducing 
ideas, encouraging customers 
to expect good service as well 
as low prices. 

Soon after David Sains¬ 
bury, formerly finance direc¬ 
tor. took charge, it became 
dear that the structure he 



Famil y directors in 1969: from left. Alan, Sir Robert John D, James. Simon. Sir Timothy and David 


inherited was not suited to his 
more consensual style. More¬ 
over, he seemed unwilling to 
take on new ideas, famously 
dismissing loyally cards as 
“electronic Green Shield 
stamps.” and then being 
forced to rethink and intro¬ 
duce the Reward card. Profits 
began to suffer, falling in 199S 


and 1996. Announcing yester¬ 
day that 1997 profits had 
risen, he took the opportunity 
to announce that he will step 
down this autumn. 

The business will now be 
run by Dino Adriano, a long¬ 
time insider, as group chief 
executive, and Sir George 
Bull, the respected former 


head of Grand Metropolitan, 
as pan-time chairman. 

David Sainsbuiy denied 
that he was in line for any 
high-profile government role, 
and said he would concen¬ 
trate on his work for the 
University for Industry and 
for charity. A former SDP 
supporter^ he feds entirely at 


one with the Blair Govern¬ 
ment: “It is what I hoped 
would happen in British poli¬ 
tics: a government committed 
to market economics and 
efficient businesses, but 
which also has a sense of 
fairness and social justice." 

Share rise, page 27 
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It’s Time for the Fastest PC 


400MHz with 128Mb & Windows *98! 
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So let’s simplify things 


2 . 


We promise you’ll save money on your 
phone bill. Or we’ll give you back double 
the difference. 

ft's as simple as that. Switch your telephone service to 
Cable & Wireless and we promise well save you money 
compared to BT (even if you’ve got Friends & Family and 
PremierLine). Or well give you back double the difference* 
You don't need to work out anything. 

AH it takes is one free caJJ. 

You’ve only to call us now to find out more. Cable & Wireless 
customers can save money in all sorts of ways. When you 
switch you'll get 100 minutes of free local evening calls every 
month. And every Saturday until die end of September 1998 
my national call you make will cost a maximum of 5Op, 
however long you chat"" All you need to do is make one 
free phone call. It’s as simple as that. 


FreeCa!! 0300 056 8778 

What can we do for you? 



CABLE & WIRELESS 
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Nurse tells how 
smokers’ corner 
gave her asthma 


By Russell Jenkins 

A NURSE yesterday de¬ 
scribed working in die un- 
brarably hot and fuggy atmos¬ 
phere of a lounge known to the 
chain-smoking residents of an 
old people’s home as “smok¬ 
ers’ comer". She was launch¬ 
ing a landmark legal battle 
highlighting the dangers of 
passive smoking. 
j Sylvia Sparrow, 60, a state- 
enrolled nurse, cold the 
Manchester High Court that 
breathing in recycled smoke 
made her feel sick at the end of 
her five-hour shifts at Worsley 
Lodge in Swinton, Salford. 

Sore throats and coughing 
gradually developed into astS 
ma but, despite her protesta¬ 
tions and one brief respite 
working elsewhere in the pri¬ 
vately run home, she was told 

to go bade into the room where 

toe smokers met 

Mrs Sparrow, who has not 
been able to work since Febru¬ 
ary 1992, is suing St Andrews 
Homes for failing to provide a 
safe place for her to work. She 
is claiming for injury and kiss 
of earnings, saying that the 
^ve years she spent nursing 
-Jie elderly blighted her career. 

Her costs are being under¬ 
written by the Royal College of 
Nursing. Mrs Sparrow's law¬ 
yers describe ft as the first pas¬ 
sive smoking test case to be 
heard in England and Wales. 
If she is successful, employers 

sure thaMtorir sta^have a 
relatively smoke-free work¬ 
place. 

Mrs Sparrow, from Swin¬ 
ton. joined the staff at Worsley 



t Sparrow, 
ila peopled 


suing ola people’s home 

Lodge in 1986, working 20 
hours a week in four shifts. A 
core of heavy smokers tended 
to meet for a chat in toe “green 
lounge", where they would 
smoke from breakfast to 
bedtime. 

Alan Rawley, QC. for Mrs 
Sparrow, told the court that 
the nurse regularly had to 
work in “smokers’ comer". 
She feh this was unacceptable 
and it made her ED. 

When she complained, her 
GP felt that her ilfness was 
linked to passive smoking. 
The doctor wrote to toe nurs¬ 
ing home, warning that the 
nurse’s health problems were 
“exacerbated by smoke". 

Mrs Sparrow was allowed 
to work elsewhere for a short 
while ami her health im¬ 
proved. But she was put back 
on permanent duty in the 
green lounge in 1991 because 
of staff shortages. 

Her health deteriorated 
when, in February 1992. the 
home threw a Valentine’s Day 


Why quitting can 
> be such a drag 

By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 


AMERICAN scientists have 
discovered one of the reasons 
why it is so hard for smokers 
to break the habit 

Although nicotine, the ac¬ 
tive ingredient in tobacco, is 
much less powerful in its 
effects than heroin, cocaine or 
even alcohol, they found that 
withdrawal from it depressed 
the reward functions in the 
brain. This meant that smok¬ 
ers who gave up felt depressed 
and desperate for another 
cigarette, they said. The effect 
of nicotine on the “pleasure 
centres" was toe same as that 
of other drugs, such as heroin 
or cocaine. 

The scentists concluded that 
cigarettes established their 
hold by creating such a sense 
of deprivation among smokers 


who stopped that they felt 
compelled to light up to dispel 
it This, toe authors report in 
Niatens, “constitutes an impor- 
‘tant motivational factor that 
contributes to craving, relapse 
and continued tobacco 
consumption’^ 

The team from the Scripps 
Research Institute in la Jolla, 
California, based their find¬ 
ings on tests carried out on 
rats. They injected the nicotine 
below the skin, using small 
pumps to maintain levels com¬ 
parable with a 30-a-day 
smoker. 

When they turned off the 
pumps, they observed toe 
reactions of toe rats, and 
measured the pleasure centres 
in toe brain with implanted 
electrodes. 
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party for residents and their 
guests. The atmosphere be¬ 
came very smoky and Mrs 
Sparrow became very iU. Mr 
Rawley said. She had not 
been able to work, since. 

Many institutions provided 
smoking rooms and it was 
“not beyond the wir of the 
home to keep her away from 
toe smoke, particularly since it 
had been warned of her dis¬ 
ability, Mr Rawley added. 

Mrs Sparrow, giving evi¬ 
dence, said that there five 
heavy smokers and two chain- 
smokers who congregated in 
the “green lounge". When she 
came in for the early shift, 
there was already smoke 
hanging in the air. 

"It made me feel sick," she 
said. “It was so hot, it was 
unbearable. I started to experi¬ 
ence sore throats and, by toe 
time I came off my shift 1 
could hardly speak. 1 would 
say to myself I don’t know how 
I will get through my shift." 

The hearing continues. 



Radiant portrait 
shows Queen in 
a softer focus 


By Alan Hamilton 


Hie Queen depicted in a gentle, flattering light by Robert Wraith 


SHE has been depicted with 
dark wrinkles, with hands like a 
pound of sausages; now at last 
comes a flattering portrait of the 
Queen. 

Commissioned by Shell to 

mark the centenary of the Anglo- 
Dutch oil giant's operations in 
Britain, the painting is die work 
of the Oxfordshire-based artist 
Robert Wraith, who tinkered 
with it up to toe very last 
moment When it was unveiled 
yesterday by Cbris Smith, toe 
Culture Secretary, the varnish 
was stiff wet 

The Queen is shown in a 
formal red dress and dark cloak, 
wearing diamond jewellery. But 
her features are in soft focus; 
they alter like a hologram de¬ 
pending on the angle of view, 
but, with the dosesei eyes and 
wide mouth, they emphasise her 
Hanoverian lineage. 

Wraith was too shy to attend 
toe unveiling at the Mall Gal¬ 
lery in Central London yester¬ 
day. where toe painting will 
hang until it moves to its 
permanent home in Shelf'S 


boardroom. But the artist later 
explained: “My work is not 
photographic everything in the 
light plane has to be understat¬ 
ed. That is why her features are 
in soft focus. My ideal is 
VeL&zquez: he suggests rather 
than depicts." 

Wraith had ten hours of 
sittings with the Queen, posing 
her fry toe same Buckingham 
Palace window where Annigoni 
painted his celebrated 1954 por¬ 
trait “Hie Queen was helpful, 
lively, fascinating to talk to, and 
very, very funny. The idea that 
she is out of touch is nonsense." 
he said. 

Wraith. 46. went to Florence 
as a teenager to study under 
Annigoni. He recently accompa¬ 
nied the Prince of Wales as 
official artist on a visit to 
so u thern Africa. 

The painting won general 
approval yestemay. The Secre¬ 
tary of Slate, having unvoted it 
called it. “a work of great 
affection and sensitivity". The 
ait critic Brian Sewell awarded 
the work seven oat of ten. 
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In the special edition Renault Mfigane Liberty you 
ran head off into the sunset armed with the reassurance 
of ABS brakes (now standard on all Meganes). The 
comfort of air conditioning. And change from 
£10,500*. And given the LibertS's slick handling, sure 
grip, power steering and advanced 75-bhp engine, 
who’ll blame you? 

You’ll be well protected, of course. With a driver’s 
airbag. Side Impact Protection Bars and front seat 
belt pretensioners, the Liberty's safety package is 
unmatched by any of its rivals. 

You'll even enjoy one year’s free comprehensive 


insurance - **. And when you’ve done roaming, a 
computer padlock engine immobiliser and anti-drill 
door locks will be there to deter anyone intent on 
taking a Liberie. 

But despite all this, with Renault Freeways you can 

A BS BRAK ES 
Affi CONDITIONING 
BODY CO LOURED BUMPERS 
STEREO WITH FINGERTIP CONTROL 
TINTED WINDOWS 


pay just £129 (14.7% APR") per month? for the 
hatchback Uberte. And that's not all If you just test 
drive a Liberty — or any M&gane hatchback or Qassic — 
before May 22nd, you could find yourself winning a 
fabulous holiday for four in the South of France. 

So if you-ve ever fended slotting your favourite tape 
into a superb fingertip control hi-fi and just seeing where 
the road takes you, feel free. 

For more information on the 
Liberte and the Mfigane test drive 
prize draw, plus your nearest 
Renault Dealer, call 0800 52 5150. 
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Explosion to 
rival Big 
Bang baffles 
astronomers 
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By Nigel Hawkes, science editor 
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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW 


THE biggest explosion yet 
detected has been traced to a 
galaxy about 12 billion light 
years away. Fbr a brief mo¬ 
ment. the event produced as 
much energy as the rest of die 
universe put together. 

The explosion, which was 
picked up by two satellites on 
December 14 last year, has 
baffled astronomers. “The en¬ 
ergy released by this burst in 
its first few seconds staggers 
the imagination,” says Profes¬ 
sor Shrinivas Kulkami. of the 
California Institute of Tech¬ 
nology, one of the co-discover¬ 
ers. "Most of the theoretical 
models cannot explain this." 

The most violent events 
previously known are super¬ 
nova explosions, when a giant 
star at the end of its life 
explodes. Last December's ex¬ 
plosion was several hundred 
tunes more powerful, and 
about equal to the total energy 
emitted by our galaxy over two 
centuries. Only the Big Bang 
itself, which nobody was 
around to witness, is known to 
have been more powerful. 

The event was detected by 
the Italian/Dutch BeppoSax 
satellite and the United States 


Compton Gamma Ray Obser¬ 
vatory. Both scan the universe 
for bursts of gamma rays, 
then alert optical astronomers, 
who try to identify the source 
of the rays with a visible object 
in the sky. 

In this case, they report in 
Nature, the host galaxy identi¬ 
fied was so far away that the 
event must have been quite 
extraordinary to produce the 
flux of gamma rays actually 
observed. While the gamma 
ray burst lasted for only about 
50 seconds, the afterglow in 
the sky persisted for several 
months, and amid be detected 
in the visible, infra-red and 
radio regions of the spectrum. 

One possible model fbr 
gamma-ray bums is the 
merger of two neutron stars, 
objects so dense that a spoon¬ 
ful would weigh 100 million 
tons. But such a merger 
would be expected to emit too 
little energy, by a factor of 
several hundred, to account 
for this event. Another possi¬ 
bility, says Ralph Wijers. of 
the institute of Astronomy in 
Cambridge, is the collapse of 
the core of a massive star into 
a black hole. 
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Secret of axe appeal- men in the first sizeable human groups needed to compete for women, says Dr Mithen 


Stone Age tale of sex and chopping 


By Nick Nuttall. technology correspondent 


MODERN men who flash their plati¬ 
num credit cards. Ferrari keys or mobile 
phones in the hope of impressing women 
are really rather primitive Stone Age 
man tried just the same thing with his 
handaxe. says a British scientist 
The axes, often beautifully crafted, 
have puzzled archaeologists for decades 
because the artefacts appear to have been 
made far more carefully than necessary. 
Now Steven Mithen, of Reading Univer¬ 
sity, has suggested that the craftsman¬ 
ship may have coincided with human 
groups reaching a size that caused 


competition for mates at the Stone Age 
equivalent of the beach, bar or barbecue. 

“It is inevitable that material culture 
would get caught up." says Dr Mithen. 
“You simply don’t need a nice, symmetri¬ 
cal artefact for butchering. You can do it 
with a simple [stone} flake." 

Archaeologists often find dozens, or 
even hundreds, of the axes together, and 
there is often little indication that they 
have ever been used. Hand axes first 
appear in the archaeological records 
about 1.4 milli on years ago. when fossil 
evidence suggests that hominids’ brains 
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Eyesight surgery lacks 
sufficient safeguards’ 
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The eyesight of patients who have surgery to correct their 
vision deteriorates in up to 3 per cent of cases, according to a 
survey by Which?, the Consumers’ Association magazine. 
The report comes after a ophthalmic journal said that up 
to 12 per cent of patients treated by laser surgery had 
significantly worse eyesight after the operation. About^ 
13.000 people a year have laser or microsurgery to correct! 
long or shorr sight, but Which? said there was insufficient 
control of the procedures. V 

The magazine sent investigators to 11 eye clinics and 
hospitals posing as customers. Although most were given,i 
good information. Which? says it was given considerable | 
cause for concern by some of the interviews. One womans 
who was pregnant was told that she could have surgery,,, 
even though such action is not recommended. 
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Plagued by arthritis 
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The bug that causes bubonic plague may hold the key to a 
new treatment for arthritis. British scientists have isolated a 
protein from the plague bacterium that appears to reduce 
inflammation in the joints of mice. The research may also 
lead to new ways of treating other diseases, such as 
inflammatory bowel disease. The studies, reported in Mw 
Scientist, are being carried out by scientists at Pbrtoo 
Down, the Ministry of Defence site in Wiltshire. if -! 
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NEW 


Carrying the gene for cystic fibrosis may give protection I 
against typhoid fever, according to a group of American 
and British scientists. The finding could explain why the 
highly damaging gene has persisted in humans over 
thousands of years. The gene identified by scientists m 
Boston, Bristol and Cambridge is responsible for makings, 
cell-membrane protein, which occurs In two copies. OnJy 
those who have two deficient copies suffer the disease. . 
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Crabs clash over des res 
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power output. 
Was £3*939. 


A hermit crab with its eye on a new home is every bit as 
competitive as a human home-buyer, experiments ai- 
Queen’s University, Belfast have shown. When one crab 
tries to displace another from a particularly desirable shell, , 
it takes a great deal to put it off. Crabs fought harder if the 
potential gain was greater, the team reports in Nature. The 
results show that changing shells is not a process of- 
negotiation — as some believed — but of aggression. . ^ 
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Scientists believe they have found the key to perfect 
chocolate. Tests show that cocoa butter can crystallise into 
six different arrangements of molecules. One, dubbed V, 
gives the smoothest chocolate, say researchers at Heriot 
Watt University and the Central Laboratory of the Research 
Council at Dares bury. Cheshire. The team, funded by 
Cadbury, has been trying to create factory conditions that 
allow the V crystals to dominate over less tasty forms. . 
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were becoming larger. Larger-brained 
primates usually lived in larger social 
groups. Some of the earlier axes may 
have been purely utilitarian. Dr Mithen 
tells New Scientist, but the craftsmanship 
grew. 

Clive Gamble, an archaeologist at the 
University of Southampton, partly 
agrees: “The idea that they are not just_ 
technical pieces, but soda! pieces. is$ r 
good line to be taking, but l am not sure 
about sexual display." He suggests that 
the axes might prove to be the earliest 
form of hominid art 
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Judges ‘must end trial 
ordeal of rape victims’ 

Frances Gibb on new guidelines to prevent humiliation of witnesses 


MARK ST GEORGE 


in P** tTiais were 
by the Lord Chief 

£■£*?«* ■ put^d 
to lengthy and humiliating 
gos^xammation of victims 
by^dfifendants acting in 

iJ^ 8 K new guidelines. 
HJ® Bc ?&bam of Comhill told 
judges that they should take a 
more interventionist approach 
ei ? 1 . er questioning if 
it sought to humiliate or order 
the installation of a screen, 
j The gutdeUnes will be fol- 
^ lowed in the next few weeks by 

a consultation paper from the 
Ho me Se cretary that is likely 
to recommend changes in the 
law to give further protection 
to vulnerable witnesses. 

An interdepartmental com- 
nuttee has made recommen¬ 
dations and the report is now 
with ministers. Yesterday 
Lord Bingham said that, in the 
tradition of the British legal 
system, defendants were enti¬ 
tled to represent themselves in 
civil and criminal proceed¬ 
ings. However, if a defendant 
was motivated by a “desire to 
humiliate, intimidate or 
abuse”, then judges should 
call a halt or even take over the 
questioning themselves to 
save the complainant from 
JX avoidable distress. 

Sitting in the Court u 
Appeal, he said: “If the defen¬ 
dant seeks by his dress, bear¬ 
ing. manner or questions to 
dominate, intimidate or hu¬ 
miliate the complainant, or if 
it is reasonably apprehended 
that he win seek to do so. the 
judge should not hesitate to 
order the erection of a screen 
in addition to controlling the 
questioning.’’ 

Women Against Rape said 
yesterday that the guidelines 
did not tackle the root of the 
problem: “Judges have always 
had these powers, and they 
have failed to use them. Fur¬ 
thermore. the kind of ques¬ 
tioning the guidelines are 
meant to tackle relate only to 
^ defendants acting for them¬ 
selves. But this land of ques¬ 
tioning is not unusual: the 
only difference is that it is 
banisters who usually ask the 



Brown, left, and Edwards both defended themselves 


of 



Bingham: said judges 
should intervene more 


questions.” The group said a 
change in the law was needed 
to remove a judge's discretion 
to allow questions about a 
woman's sexual history and to 
exclude such questions. 

Lord Bingham was giving 
judgment refusing Milton 
Brown leave to appeal against 
his conviction and 16-year 
prison sentence for twice rap¬ 
ing a woman and indecently 
assaulting and falsely impris¬ 
oning another. 

But his guidelines come 
after a series of similar cases. 
One was that of Ralston 
Edwards, who spent six days 
questioning Julia Mason dur¬ 
ing his trial at the Old Bailey 
last year, wearing the same 
clothes as he wore during the 
16-hour attack on her at her 
South London home. Mrs 
Mason waived her right to 
anonymity, claiming that Ed¬ 
wards was “reliving the rape 
moment by moment", and 
urged male politicians to 
change the law: “For God’s 
sake and women's sake, may 
this never happen again.” 

In the trial of Brown at 
Knights bridge Crown Court 
last November, the rapist 
sacked his defence team, con¬ 
ducted his own defence and 
subjected his victims to merci¬ 
less cross-examination, paus¬ 
ing between questions for up 
to ten minutes and making 
offensive suggestions. 

At the end of the trial. Judge 
Timothy Pontius said that it 
was a matter of understand¬ 
able public concern that an 
unrepresented defendant in a 
sexual assault case had a 
“virtually unfettered right per¬ 
sonally to cross-examine his 
victim in needlessly extended 
and agonising defaff for the 
obvious purpose of intimida¬ 
tion and humiliation". 

Earlier this year. Brown, 44, 
of Walworth. South London, 
was given an extra five yeps 
for stabbing and beating 
another woman while he kept 
ter imprisoned “like an ani¬ 
mal" tor four months in his 
barred and padlocked flat 

Lord Bingham, sitting with 
Mr Justice Turner and Mr 
Justice Penry-Davey, dis¬ 
missed Brown’s appeal ag¬ 
ainst conviction. He said 
Judge Pontius had conducted 
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the trial with great fairness 
and judgment and did every¬ 
thing he thought he could to 
protect the two women. But 
his closing remarks on the 
right to cross-examine 
prompted the Court of Appeal 
to “offer such help as we can 
give to any trial judge who 
may. in the immediate future, 
face a similar difficulty”. 

Lord Bingham said that the 
law could be changed to oblige 
a defendant to be legally 



represented, but some would 
see this as an infringement of 
their customary rights. A trial 
judge's duty was to ensure the 
accused received a fair trial, 
but he must also have regard 
for the interests of other par¬ 
ties. particularly witnesses 
who were obliged to re-live 
their ordeal. The trauma they 
suffered should be minimised. 

It would often be desirable, 
before any questions were put. 
to discuss the course of pro¬ 
ceedings with the defendant in 
the absence of the jury. A 
defendant should be told in 
advance that, having made a 
point, he would be required to 
move on. If he refused to do so, 
the judge should intervene. 

The Home Office welcomed 
the judgment, but said that 
fresh legislation might still be 
needed to give rape victims 
full protection: “It's very help¬ 
ful that the Court of Appeal 
has taken these steps in seek¬ 
ing to protect vulnerable wit¬ 
nesses from intimidation." 


Law Report, page 42 Julia Mason was cross-examined by Edwards after he sacked his defence team 


Accident 
lawyers to 
attack cut 
in legal aid 

By Frances Gibb 

THE Government will come 
under renewed pressure today 
to abandon plans to withdraw 
legal aid for accident claims. 

Caroline Harmer. president 
of the 3,000-stTong Association 
of Personal Injury Lawyers, 
says the proposals will save 
only £15 million out of the 
E1.6 billion legal aid bill. 

Her comments, to be made 
at the associati on* annual 
conference, will be reinforced 
with an attack on current 
waste. “If the Government is 
asking solicitors to make the 
huge investment needed for its 
reforms, then it could also put 
its own house in order. Every 
day lawm turn up at court 
only to find a case is not on." 

The insurance industry, 
which backs wider access to 
justice for “middle-income 
Britain”, is urging the Govern¬ 
ment not to bow to the legal 
lobby. 

Brian Raincock. managing 
director of Litigation Protec¬ 
tion, which provides insur¬ 
ance cover for “no win. no fee" 
work, said the momentum for 
the change should not be 
allowed to slow down. 
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Inquiry may call 
Major to explain 
Tory funding 

Former leader changed rules, reports Valerie Elliott 



Audit office granted access 
to lottery firm’s accounts 


By Jill Sherman, chief political correspondent 


Ready for a 

dance around 
the May poll 


JOHN MAJOR could face 
public questioning over claims 
that he allowed Conservative 
politicians to become directly 
involved in parly fundraising. 

Lord Neill, QC the public 
standards watchdog, was de¬ 
ciding last night whether to 
summon Mr Major or to ask 
him for a written account of 
his reasons for changing the 
party fundraising structure 
after he became party leader. 

The move came after com¬ 
ments made at the Neill 
inquiry by a former senior 
Conservative fundraiser. Ma¬ 
jor-General Sir Brian 
Wyldbore-Smith said that 
action by Mr Major had 
broken down the “Chinese 
walls" that separated Tory 
treasurers and party donors 
from politicians. 

Sir Brian, who served as 
director of the Conservative 
Board of Finance for 21 years 
until 1992, said that the party 
chairman was now in charge 
of fundraising, whereas in the 
past “senior treasurers would 
report to the party chairman 
once a month. But politicians 
largely kept out of ih it was 
embarrassing for them." 

Asked by Anthony King, 
one of the inquiry team, 
whether the Chinese walls 
then crumbled. Sir Brian re¬ 
plied: "Collapsed” 

Sir Brian said he did not 
know why the change had 


been made. "The only reason 
would be to ask the Prime 
Minister at the time. It might 
be partly, 1 suspect, that he did 
not wish to get involved 
himself.” 

Mr Major was unavailable 
for comment yesterday but his 
Westminster aide said that the 
move had followed discus¬ 
sions with Sir Norman 
Fowler, who became party 
chairman after Chris Panen 
lost his parliamentary seat 

Sir Brian said he was un¬ 
happy about the new fund- 
raising arrangements and had 
written to Lora Hambra. then 
senior party treasurer, warn¬ 
ing him that fundraising 
worked well when treasurers 
were kept separate from politi¬ 
cians. 

Asked about overseas do¬ 
nors, Sir Brian said he had 
been involved in fundraising 
mainly from wealthy expatri¬ 
ates with a British vote. “We 
had a certain amount of 
support from Hong Kong. It 
was a former colony full of 
businessmen who had enor¬ 
mous interest in this country 
from docks, banks and ship¬ 
ping lines, and they are only 
too keen to have a Conserva¬ 
tive Government to benefit 
their own businesses. 

The ones we do not want 
are non-nationals. I can think 
of an example when people 
expressed an interest {to give 


money] with no reason except 
to exert influence. We would 
not accept that There was one 
who wanted to have a say in 
the choice of Secretary of Stale 
for Defence." 

Outside the hearing Sir 
Brian said that he had turned 
down about six offers of about 
El million.' 

In his opening statement to 
the inquiry. Sir Brian had. 
however, said: "Over the per¬ 
iod 1971 to 1992 the treasurers 
raised approximately 
£120 million, during which 
period there were practically 
no accusations levelled 
against our polity 

He also said he had appoint¬ 
ed a network of former mili¬ 
tary officers to elicit donations. 
“In 1970. 80 per cent of 
company chairmen had done 
National Service and had a 
certain amount of regard for 
senior officers, whom they 
considered honest and moti¬ 
vated by their cause." 

He also set up 11 industrial 
councils to channel ideas from 
local businessmen to Conser¬ 
vative Central Office and then 
to the relevant minister. But 
he said that businessmen did 
not have direct access to 
ministers. 

He could think of "one or 
two" examples of people who 
wanted only to give money in 
return for influence. “But of 
course they weren’t accepted." 


THE Government's spending 
watchdog has been given new 
powers to investigate the ac¬ 
counts of Gunelcrt, the lottery 
operator, it was announced 
yesterday. 

The National Audit Office 
will be given access to the 
company’s records for the first 
time to ensure that the right 
amount of money is being 
paid to the five “good'causes”. 

David Davis, the chairman 
of the Public Accounts Com¬ 
mittee who has been pressing 
for increased power for the 
office, hailed die move as a 
step towards “greater trans¬ 


parency and stronger parlia¬ 
mentary accountability” over 
the lottery. 

• There had been concern that 
the audit office had been 
unable to discover whether 
Camelot was paying the cor¬ 
rect proportion of its profits 
into tiie National Lottery Dis¬ 
tribution Fund. Although 
08ot regulates the payments, 
the audit office has said that it 
had not carried out II out of 21 
checks aimed at ensuring that 
the licence was being followed. 

Mr Davis said: The an¬ 
nouncement is extremely good 
news for people who take part 


in the lottery and the good 
causes that benefit." He ar¬ 
gued rhat the need for greaier 
access to Camelot’s accounts 
had been emphasised by the 
audit office in 1996. At die time 
the auditors said they were 
unable to check whether the 
right amount of money had 
been paid into the National 
Lottery Distribution Fund. 

A Camelot spokesman said: 
“We have nothing to hide so 
it’s not a problem for us." 

The National Lottery Bill, 
which is at the committee 
stage, will be amended today 
to incorporate the new change. 


PREPARE to be confused. 
Today’s English local elec¬ 
tions are unlikely to produce a 
dear picture. There will be 
contradictory signals, allow¬ 
ing each "party to claim 
progress, not least since they 
have been playing down 
expectations. 

Labour is riding high now 
with 55 per cent of the vote, 
according to last week’s 
MORI poll in The Times. 
This is unprecedented for a 
Government at this stage of 
the Parliament, and double 
the Tory share. Even in oppo¬ 
sition. Labour never per¬ 
formed nearly as well as this 
in local elections, while the 
Liberal Democrats usually do 
much better than their poll 
ratings (now 14 per cent). 

Moreover, most of the seats 
being contested today — 
throughout London, the 36 
metropolitan districts (such as 
Birmingham. Manchester, 
Sheffield and Newcastle). 88 
shire districts and nine of the 
new unitary councils — were 
last fought in 1994, when 
Labour was doing very well. 
In that year. Labour won 40 
per cent of the national vote, 
against 28 per cent for the 
Tories and 27 per cent for the 
Liberal Democrats. 

Colin Railings and Michael 
Thrasher, of Plymouth Univ¬ 
ersity, recently estimated, on 
the basis of local by-elections 
since the beginning of the 
year, that the implied Labour 
share was 40 per cent, against 
33 per cent for the Conserva¬ 
tives and 23 per cent for the 
liberal Democrats. 

If Labour gets more than 40 
per cent, ft wifi have done 
better than the Tories 
achieved in the Thatcher and 
Major years, apart from just 
before or after general elec¬ 
tions. As John Curtice, of the 
Centre .for Research into Elec¬ 
tions and Soda! Trends, has 
argued, anything less than 
that level will seem a disap¬ 
pointment and should worry 
Tony Blair. 

The first news late tonight 
will be about seats, not vote 
shares, and the pattern will be 
complicated, because of a 
fragmented party system in 
local government In some 
big cities, such as Sheffield 
and Liverpool, the Liberal 
Democrats have largely re¬ 
placed the Tories as the main 
challenger to Labour. In 


some shire districts, the main 
battle is between Tories and 
Ub Dems and, in others, such 
as in outer London boroughs, 
there are genuine three-way 
contests. 

The Liberal Democrats 
may make gains from Labour 
in some urban areas, particu¬ 
larly where local councils 
have been hit by scandals, 
such as Doncaster. Hull and 
Hackney. However, the Lib 
Dems will be vulnerable to 
any Tory revival in the shire 
districts and the outer London m 
boroughs. In some places, a 
shift from Lib Dem to Tory 
could result in Labour win¬ 
ning seats. 

It is also often forgotten 
that, on May I last year, while 
the Tories were suffering their 
worst parliamentary result for 
more than one and a half 
centuries, they were gaining 
seats on county councils from 
the Ub Dems. 

However, the Tories are not 
expected to make substantial 
gains this year. The Govern- 
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ment is too popular, the ^ 
Tories are still consolidating ® 
rather than recovering and 
the party is weak on the 
ground in many places. The 
Tories are too far behind to 
win any metropolian council, 
where one third of the seats 
are being contested. The par¬ 
ty’s real hope is to hold tbe 
councils ft controls in London 
and. if there is a swing in its 
favour, to gain Brent and 
Barnet and deprive Labour of 
control of Croydon. 

Labour's real worry is low 
turnout as supporters stay at 
home out of apathy or disillu¬ 
sion with the Government 
That explains why ministers 
have been banging the dram 
so loudly this week to encour¬ 
age people to vote. m 

Although there will be a * 
huge majority for the “yes” 
side in the referendum on a 
London mayor and assembly, 
the Government is worried 
that the one-sided campaign 
will affect turnout and. hence, 
die impact of tbe result So tbe 
key may be how many people 
vote, as well as how they vote- 

Peter Riddell 


Blair rejects newspaper pricing amendment 


By Jill Sherman 

CHIEF POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

TONY BLAIR yesterday rejected a 
Lords amendment to the Competi¬ 
tion Bill aimed at banning price- 
cutting by newspapers, insisting that 
the move would stop any competition 
between papers. 

The Prime Minister told MPS that 
the best way forward was to bring 
Britain’s legislation into line with 
European law, which was what the 
Bill would do. He dismissed calls by 
Martin Bell, the Independent MPfor 
Tatton, for a free vote on the issue 


and made clear that the Government 
intended to overturn the amendment 
when the Bfll returned to the 
Commons next week. 

Mr Blair confirmed the Govern¬ 
ment’s opposition to the Lords 
amendment, tabled by Lord 
McNally. But in an attempt to 
reassure Labour rebels, he insisted 
that the Bill “will allow us for the first 
time to investigate predatory pricing 
in a full way that the present 
legislation does not". 

However, the amendment in the 
Lords “would actually mean that 
newspapers weren’t allowed to com¬ 


pete against each other at all. That 
would not be sensible.” 

Earlier Margaret Beckett also tried 
to reassure MPS that the B31 
effectively prohibited price-cutting by 
newspapers. At a meeting of the 
Parliamentary Labour Party, the 
President of the Board of Trade 
insisted that the Bill was much 
tougher than was widely realised. 
She said that Clause 60 of the Bill 
made clear that the Government 
would accept European Union juris¬ 
prudence on the subject 

A recent ruling in Brussels banned 
the practice of price-cutting by 


insisting that any newpaper group 
that consistently lowered its cover 
price below its average variable costs, 
and was dominant in the market 
would be in breach of the law. There 
would not have to be any proof that 
the practice of lowering the papers’ 
cover price was designed to drive 
competitors out of the market Mrs 
Beckett told MPS that The Tetra Pak 
Judgment as ft has been called, 
would now apply to British law. 

Officials at the Department of 
Trade and Industry said that if any 
newspaper group or any other busi¬ 
ness appeared to be in breach of this 


judgment it would be referred to the 
Director-General of Fair Trading for 
a ruling. Some MPS seemed reas¬ 
sured by Mrs Beckett's comments on 
Clause 60. “Either the Government 
has deliberately kept this under 
wraps because it did not want to 
upset Mr Murdoch (the chairman 
and chief executive of The News 
Corporation, parent company of The 
Times!, or they have only just realised 
this is what the Bill does,” said one 
Labour rebel. But some MPs still 
threatened to try to put forward then- 
own amendment at the final stages of 
the Bill. 



Whether it’s teenagers keeping- up with their friends, 
children discovering the internet, or you working from 
home, these days one phone line just isn’t enough. 

That's why BT will now install a second line for half 
price - just £58.17. 

What’s more, both of your lines can benefit from the 


BT discounts that you may already have, like Friends & 
Family and PremkrLine. 

The offer runs from Aprfl 1st to June 30th. Tb order; just 
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INDIA’* LI via 6 national symbol fa in 
vary real danger of being extinguished 
within the next ten years. 

Jn J972 the known number of Indian 
tigers had plummeted to under 2000. 

The government qnickly responded 
and set sp reservos throughout the 
country. 

By 1984 the tiger population had 
doubled. Unfortunately after this success 


cane government complacency and greed. 

Tiger reserves are being pressurised 
by industrialisation and illegal timber 
extraction, whilst poaching is again rife. 

On average, one tiger is killed every 
day. The bones and skins of a quarter of 
tbe tiger papulation have recently been 
illegally sold in the East. 

Yet dealers and poachers that are 
caught often find themselves released 


eia 


within 24 hours, free tn 
kill again. Despite this 

_ . ■nvfrwmwmal 

crisis the Indian Board immllgatlan agency 

for Wildlife has not met since 1988. 

If you want to know how yon can 
put pressure or the Indian Government 
ring 01273 289 994 now for your free 
Tiger Campaign pack. 

Then yon can tell then yon don’t want 
tha tiger to die out 
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Presenting the new PowerBook G3. 


t it’s been rethought and re-engineered from cover to cover. It’s sleek. It’s intelligent. It’s endlessly 

adaptable. It’s Apple. Oh, and one other thing...You’re looking at the fastest notebook computer in 
the world. Did we say “fastest”? Its 292 MHz super-fast PowerPC G3 chip, is up to three times faster than 
any other PC notebook processor* With two expansion bays, two PC Card slots, built-in Ethernet and a 
choice of spacious, screens, up to 14.1 inches (measured diagonally), it can be 
anything from a presentation dream machine to a mobile design studio. With batteries 
that give you a total of up to 7 hours of thinking, it’s ideal for today’s quick-acting 
mobile professionals. The new Macintosh PowerBook G3. Where rocket science 
A different notebook, meets computer science. 
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All at one address: wvwapple.com/uk 

W like and U sp^c to to your heart's content Nad assstoce? No ptoHem. 
You'll find plenty of on-screen answers, directtons and suggestions. Once you’ve made your selection^ 
2L *kTow to far cashier Simply order your product and we'll ship diem to* to your 

dooX* VBIh the addiflonotTlie ^leStore you now hare three great waystopurchaseAp^e panels, wer 

S “phone or from yol expert Apple Eesdler The Apple Stem The right prodnds, the nght 
prices, the right expertise. 
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Not everyone wants the same things from a 
computer. So why put the same things in 
them? At The Apple Store, you can configure 
your dream computer. It allows us to better 
tailor your Macintosh to fit your unique style 
of working. Say you’re a serious multi-tas¬ 
ker, for instance. We can load you up with as 
much as 384MB of memory - enough to keep 
several applications open at the same time. 
Or maybe you’re a multimedia fanatic. An 
internal Zip drive could give your creativity 
all the space it needs. There are hundreds of 
possibilities. The Apple Store can help you 
arrive at the one that’s perfect for you. Of 
course, the best way to appreciate The Apple 
Store is to see it for yourself. 

www.apple.com/uk 




A different factory. 


With our new generation of Macs, new ways to build them and new ways to buy them, 

we’re fundamentally changing the way we do business. 

Without losing sight of why we do business: to make the best tools for people who think creatively 


Think different; 


1998Apple Computer, Inc. All rights reserved. Apple, the logo, Macnitosb and PowerBook are trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. The Apple Store and Think different are trademarks of Apple Computer Inc 

PowerPC is a trademark of IBM Corp., used under license therefrom. 
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oyd Webbers 

scorned in 
idssical dispute 


HOME NEWS 15 
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By Dalya Alberge. arts correspondent 


A .EAD1NG American 
piant. and scholar has made 
a sc ling attack on the cellist 
JuJi Lloyd Webber and tak- 
P] 1 deswipe at his composer 

brct st Andrew in a dispute 
ova ivant-garde and populist 
misi 

/. jlaim by the cellist that 
“tir less avant-garde music" 
had !d to a decline in classical 
wo- s was ridiculed by 
Chi les Rosen as absurd. Mr 
Ro: i said he had “never 
he£ i anyone whistle a tune 
by 1 idrew Lloyd Webber". 

I ' Rosen, a virtuoso con¬ 
cert ianisr who studied with a 
pup of Liszt, is the author of 
the lugely influential books 
The Classical Style and 77re 
Romntic Generation. Writ¬ 
ing i the latest issue of The 
Ne i York Review of Books, he 
say hat a speech by the cellist 
lastfFebruary at the World 
Eocjmic Forum in Davos, 
Swi erland, was “ludicrous". 

Te cellist had spoken of 
“ne Fuhrers of the classical 
mui establishment for 


Rpen: “Perhaps I move 
a the wrong dndes" 


whom tonality and harmony 
had become dirty words". He 
went on: “In theyears after the 
war. Western classical music 
created a pernicious politburo. 
In America, composers like 
Aaron Copland and Samuel 
Barber found themselves dis¬ 
missed as dated." 

In fact, Mr Rosen says, 
“both Copland and Barber 
were performed from 1945 to 
1975 with much greater fre¬ 
quency in the United States 
than any of the more 'radical' 
composers like Elliott Carter. 
Uqyd Webber makes it seem 
as if it were easy to hear the 
works of modernist composers 
during this period, as if the 
public could not escape their 
dread dissonances. Of course, 
just the opposite is true." 

The difficulty of contempo¬ 
rary music, art and literature. 
Mr Rosen observes, is often 
“foolishly ascribed" to an at¬ 
tempt of the artist to direct his 
work entirely to professionals: 
“On the contrary. Composers, 
artists and writers have al¬ 
ways wanted popular success 
— but on their own terms. 
Music has indeed become less 
whistleable or hummable. 1 
have heard friends whistle or 
hum tunes by George Gersh¬ 
win or Harold Arlen, but I 
have never heard anyone 
whistle a tune by Andrew 
Lloyd Webben perhaps I 
move in the wrong circles." 

He notes how Mozart was 
considered difficult or "even 
repulsive" in his day: “His 
easier and more popular 
contempories, Paisieilo and 
Picdnni, are only musicologi- 
cal memories now.” Drawing 
on a literary analogy, Mr 


Building society 
Worker stole £hm 


By A Correspondent 


A 1'JILDING society supervi- 
sortent on a spending spree 
inviving gambling, drinking, 
exmsive cars and foreign 
holkys after stealing nearly 
£50000 from his employers. 

'Drrnis Capstiek, 57. from 
Keigley, West Yorkshire, 
begd stealing small amounts 
in la 1994 from the Bradford 
& bigley building society 
after! booming embittered 
over his £11,500 salary. He 
was v section leader in the 
mortage arrears department. 

Hi drew cheques from a 
fundet up for mortgagees but 
madjthem payable to a firm 
he hd set up himself, called 
Delq Kappa Associates. In 


all. he drew 110 cheques, 
amounting to £469,926. 

He was jailed for three and 
a halt years by a judge at 
Bradford Crown Court yester¬ 
day after admitting theft 
Andrew Dallas, for the prose¬ 
cution. told the. court that 
Capstiek used the money to 
spend up to £2.000 a night in 
casinos. He drank up to two 
bottles of vodka a day. He 
bought a BMW with a friend 
and set up offshore accounts. 

He resigned in August last 
year and, unable to cover his 
tracks, he walked into a police 
station carrying £51,000 in 
cash. He has now repaid 
£116.000. 


Introducing the 
UK’s smallest 
ever pager. 






The new MiniText pager from 
PageOne MiniCall is the 
smallest, most desirable 
pager in the UK. Featuring 
the latest FLEX“ technology 
to give better performance 
and up to 5 times longer 
battery life than conventional 
pager technology. With no 
contracts, connection 
charges or monthly bills. 
Ever. Available in 5 colours 


for just £ 79 . 99 . 


Rosen points to James Joyce'S 
Ulysses as a difficult master¬ 
piece: “After the initial repug¬ 
nance for much of the book 
experienced by a great many 
readers, most of us succeed in 
the end in deriving great 
pleasure from ail of iL" 

“Similarly, in the history of 
music from Bach to the 
present, by repeated listening 
we have learnt to love the 
music that has at first puzzled 
and even repelled us. 

“Listener-friendly music — 
to use the current term — may 
not inspire noisy protests, but 
it also arouses no enthusi¬ 
asms. The true stumbling 
block is that few musicians 
have any passionate urge to 
play or hear that kind of 
music." 
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Barenboim marathon, page 36 The former javelin thrower Fatima Whitbread and her ten-week-old son, Ryan, at a masterclass for young athletes at Southend, Essex, yesterday 
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Good news for you and your home! Insure your 
home with British Gas Home Insurance and, 
whatever your existing premium, we’ll guarantee* 
to give you 1/3rd back for you to use to cut the 
cost of your British Gas bil or to save money on 
other British Gas products and services. 
Alternatively, you may choose to select valuable 
Goldfish points, redeemable against a wide range 
of everyday essentials. 

Peace of mind, quality cover. 

More good news! Your buildings and/or contents 
policy will be tailor-made for you and will match 
the sums insured of your existing cover. 
Additionally, you'll benefit from extensive new-for- 
old cover, accidental damage cover, a FREE 24 
hour emergency helpline and even 
cover when you’re away from home . INSURANCE 

No need to wait for renewal, 
call now. 

So why wait to get 1/3rd back guaranteed*? 
Save now! Just complete and return the coupon 
below or call FREE, quoting the 1/3rd back code 
which appears below, on 0800 9151413 . 
We’re waiting to take your call. 




British Gas 

Home Insurance 
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POST THE COUPON TODAY OR CALL FREE ON 

0800 9151413 
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Press doubts 
Vatican over 
guard killings 


ARTURO IftR/AF 


fi © t 




From Richard Owen in rome 


THE commander of the Papal 
Swiss Guard and his wife who 
were murdered in the Vatican 
on Monday evening were 
given a state funeral in St 
Peter's yesterday. 

The Pope earlier prayed 
before the bodies of Colonel 
Alois Estermann, 44. Gladys 
Meza Romero, 49. his Venezu¬ 
elan wife, and their alleged 
murderer. Vice-Corporal Ced¬ 
ric Tomay. 23, and spoke of 
his “deep sorrow at this shock¬ 
ing tragedy". He said that 
Vice-Corporal Tomay was 
now facing the judgment of 
God. 

Doubts were raised in the 
Italian media over the Vatican 
version of the killings, accord¬ 
ing to which Vice-Corporal 
Tomay felt undervalued and 
persecuted and, in a fit of 
madness, shot the newly ap¬ 
pointed commander and his 
wife with his service revolver 
before turning the gun on 
himself. La Repubblica said 
there were “too many myster¬ 
ies behind the Vatican walls", 
and Joaquin Navarro-Valls, 
the chief Vatican spokesman, 
had been too quick in issuing 
an account of the murder. 

II Messaggero noted that 
Colonel Estermann, bom in a 
Swiss forming village near 
Lucerne, had risen through 


the ranks to head the corps, 
and had been appointed after 
a.fruitless six-month search 
for a candidate from one of the 
“noble families” that have 
provided guard commanders 
since the 16th century. "It 
seems someone did not want a 
peasant as guard command¬ 
er." the paper commented. 

The Vatican spokesman re¬ 
plied he had hidden nothing 
from the media except the 
contents of the letter, assumed 
to be a suicide note, that Vice- 
Corporal Tomay addressed to 
his family and gave to com¬ 
rades two hours before the 
murder, “it is up to the family 
to decide whether to release 
it," Dr Navarro-Valls said. 

The funeral was conducted 
by Cardinal Angelo Sodano, 
the Vatican Secretary of State, 
with Swiss Guards officiating 
in their striped red. yellow and 
blue doublet and hose. Colonel 
Estermann’s silver helmet 
with its white ostrich plume 
lay on the coffin by the high 
altar. 

"We can only stand in 
silence before these mysteri¬ 
ous, violent and unexpected 
deaths," Mgr Sodano said 
Members of the Estermann, 
Romero and Tomay families, 
who had come to Rome for 
today’s scheduled ceremony 


inaugurating the new com¬ 
mander. sat near each other 
dressed in black. - £ . -i. 

The Pope said: “{The deaths] 
weigh on everyone’s hearts 
and have caused me great 
suffering.” He praised Colonel 
Estermann, who had been 
deputy commander of the 
guard since 1989 and interim 
commander for six months, as 
“a man of great faith arid deep 
devotion to duty”. 

In an apparent reference to 
Colonel Estermann’s role in 
protecting him in 1981, when a 
Turkish gunman opened fire 
in St Peter’s Square, the Pope 
said the dead commander had 
"offered faithful and precious 
service for 18 years ... I am 
personally grateful to him." A 
former commander. Colonel 
Roland Buchs, who resigned 
in November, has resumed 
command temporarily. 

Dr Navarro-Valls said post¬ 
mortem examinations had 
confirmed that Colonel Ester¬ 
mann had been hit twice, his 
wife once. Both had died 
instantly. Vice-Corporal Tor- 
nay had then shot himself 
through the roof of the mouth 
and fell on his gun. a standard 
issue 9mm revolver. 

Vatican officials said Colo¬ 
nel Estermann had been a 
widely respected man with a 
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The Pope prays before the coffins of the murdered Swiss Guard, his wife and their alleged Jailer in the Swiss Guards’ chapel at the Vadan 


Buy the 


pen tie manner, but was fierce 
in his loyalty to the corps and 
in his insistence on strict 
discipline. In February he had 
“politely but firmly" repri¬ 
manded Vice-Corporal Tor- 
nay — who had an Italian 
girlfriend and found the re¬ 
strictions of Vatican life Irk¬ 
some — for staying out at 
night in defiance of the mid¬ 
night curfew. 

On Monday — the day 




COlonel Estermann’s promo¬ 
tion was announced — the 
Vice-Corporal had rung the 
bell at the Estermanns’ fiat in 
the barracks and was let in by 
Mrs Estermann, because the 
commander'was talking on 
the telephone. The bodies were 
found by a neighbour alerted 
by the noise. 

Italian newspapers suggest¬ 
ed that there were a number of 
inconsistencies and unans- 
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wered questions: First, the fact 
that the Vice-Corporal left 
behind a letter explaining his 
actions would seem to be at 
odds with the Vatican asser¬ 
tion that he acted out of 
sudden rage. 

Second, Vice-Corporal Tor- 
nay was said to have com¬ 
plained to fellow guards that 
he was being “picked on” and 
particularly resented the act¬ 
ing commanders refusal to 


award him a medal normally 
given to guards who have 
completed three years' service. 
But La Repubblica said that 
this was not a convincing 
motive for a bloodbath. 

Third, guards are trained in 
weapons handling, but they 
do not normally carry their 
revolvers, which are locked in 
the barracks armoury. Why 
was Vice-Corporal Tomay 
carrying his revolver, and who 


authorised it to be issed to 
him? Fburth, the aUegemur- 
derer was said to hay been 
furious that because if die 
black marks on his recrd.’his 
career with die guai was 
almost certainly over. 

However, according] Vice- 
Corporal Tomay*s iother, 
Muguetre Tomay, t had 
found a new job-in Jvicaer- 
land and was looking frward 
to going home. 


Netanyahu threatens to 
boycott summit in US 

By Christopher Walker rN Jerusalem and Michael Evans 


A DEFIANT BSnyamin Net¬ 
anyahu said yesterday that he 
would reject an invitation to a 
Middle East summit in Wash¬ 
ington next week if die US 
tries to dictate the scope of an 
Israeli troop withdrawal from 
the occupied West Bank. 

Earlier, the US issued what 
the Israeli press described as 
an “ultimatum" that Israel 
agree to vacate a farther 13 per 
rent of the West Bank as a 
condition for next week’s 
Washington talks being 
opened by President Clinton. 

Arid Sharon, the National 
Infrastructure Minister, said 
that farad could not hand over 
more than 9 per cent without 
endangering its security. The 
final decision on farad’s pos¬ 
ition will be taken by the 
Cabinet, probably on Sunday. 
Hawks threatened to topple 
Mr Netanyahu if he agreed to 
give back more than 9 per 
cent 

In Jerusalem, a Jewish sem¬ 


inary student was stabbed to 
death by an Arab as he walked 
to the Waiting Wall, and in a 
West Bank settlement an Arab 
was shot dead after he assault¬ 
ed a Jew with a knife. 

Palestinian sources said 
that the leadership of Hamas 
had derided to launch attacks 
against Jewish targets as a 
result of what was seen as the 
failure of die London confer¬ 
ence to pressure farad into the 
troop withdrawal 
The peace talks in London 
continued between US and 
Israeli offidals until the early 
hours yesterday, in an attempt 
to develop further the limited 
progress achieved during the 
negotiations on Monday and 
Tuesday, After the departure 
of Mr Netanyahu and Yassir 
Arafat the Palestinian leader, 
Ihe talks resumed between 
Dennis Ross, the American 
Middle East envoy, and two 
key Israeli officials. Danny 
Naveh. the Cabinet Secretary, 


and Yitzhak MoJcho, a ft yer 
and envoy to Mr Netarra u. 

Madeleine Albright tie US 
Secretary of State, hat. laid 
that Mr Ross would kerathe 
talks going, following thi may 
II deadline set by Present 
Clinton for an Americaihtft 
of proposals to be agred by 
Mr Netanyahu and iMr 
Arafat Yesterday, bower, 
after talks lasting throutfthe 
night’ Mr Ross left for Jpsh- 
ington and 'the two jsraeli 
officials returned to IsreL 

Mr Netanyahu, aied if 
rejecting an invitation from 
such a crucial ally ashe US 
was an option, repliedilfossi- 
bly. Am I obligated uaccept 
every Invitation on an;condi¬ 
tion? I am ready to gdthat is 
not tiie problem. Butf they 
tell me I have to accept 
conditions that are uaocept- 
able — we are a soereign 
country.” 

Leading article, pge 23 
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100 feared dead 
as mudslides 
hit south Italy 


OVERSEAS NEWS 17 


UP Tl 
feared 


r, KJ 0 Italians were 
_, iHi ; I J. dead «n a series of 
mudsl] ies set off by freak 
heavy kains in the southern 
region/ of Campania yester¬ 
day- J s hundreds of troops 
joined in the rescue effort, 
regional authorities and the 
Italian. Government were ac¬ 
cused of failing to take steps to 
prevent the disaster. 

Al least 25 people were 
confirmed dead while 70 oth¬ 
ers were 115 ^ as missing and 
feared} dead and about 800 
were rpade homeless. Houses, 
apartment blocks, cars and 
fire ©wines were swept away 
in riyq-s 0 f mud that streaked 
through the towns of Samo. 
Siano arid Bracighano in the 
of Salerno and the 
-- ' Quindid in the prov¬ 
ince o Avellino. About 2.000 
people had to be evacuated in 
Samo, the worst-hit town, 
after!; ndslides on two moun¬ 
tains. Mount Saro and Mount 
Le Porme, turned to mud. 

“Thej mountain opened up 
in five places and a sea of mud 
poured! down like lava.” ex- 
one of the rescue 

jion had been doused 
avy rainfall over the 
previoijs six days. 

Rescue workers used 18 
helicopters to scour the strick¬ 
en area for survivors. Among 
the dejuis and missing were 
patients and doctors at the 
Samo | hospital, which was 
enguiftd by a wave of mud. 

The! rising death toil 
promoted authorities to point 
the finger at past corruption in 
local j government which 



From John Phillips in rome 

allowed property development 
in areas of high risk. Campa- 
nia. is prone to landslides, 
which have killed 372 people 
over the past 50 years. 

Fausto Beninotti. the leader 
of the left-wing Rifondazione 
Com um st a partv. said the 
Goverrynent of Romano 
Frodi. the Prime Minister, and 
the regional administration 
were to blame for the 
mudsUdes as they had not 
earned out preventive work 
ve landslides last year 
foiled 20 people in Campania. 

Luigi Anzalone, the presi- 
dentof the government of 
Avellino province, said: “For 
two years neither the Govern¬ 
ment nor the region of Campa¬ 
nia have done anything in this 
area. Now we see the usual 
spectacle of people kicking 
around the responsibility." 

Ecological groups, includ¬ 
ing the World Wide Fund for 
Nature and Italy’s 
Legambiente. said that the 
disaster “was not a natural 
calamity but a disaster caused 
by decades of ransacking the 
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Dutch vote 
for Labour 

i 

increases 

P,ROM Mark Fuller 

; IN AMSTERDAM 

THE I Dutch Labour Party 
appealed to be coastiqg ; to 
victory in the general electron 
yesterday. Polk predicted that 
the I eft}wing party would win 
between 43 and 50 seats, a 
gain oflsix to 13. 

Labour will be by far the 
biggest! parly, giving it a 
strong hand in negotiations 
on a new coalition. No party 
has yet gained an outright 
majority in The Netherlands, 
but Wim Kok. the Prime 
Minister, enjoys cross-party 
support with 80 per cent of 
voters expressing trust in him. 

Turnout was well down on 
that of 1994. 


Eta plot to murder 
Juan Carlos foiled 

From Giles Tremletit in Madrid 


A PLOT to assassinate King 
Juan Carlos of Spain has been 
foiled by police who captured 
six -gunqien from Eta, the 
armed ‘"Basque separatist 
group, in the northern city of 
San Sebastian. . 

News of the plot came 
yesterday as Eta continued its 
campaign against local politi¬ 
cians by killing Tom as Cabal¬ 
lero, a city councillor in 
Pamplona. Senor Caballero 
was a member of a refponalist 
party in Navarre that is allied 
to the Popular Party of JosC 
Maria Aznar. the Prime 
Minister. 

The six gunmen captured at 
the weekend had been plan¬ 
ning to lull the King this 


summer during an expected 
trip to San Sebastian, accord¬ 
ing to sources at the Interior 
Ministry. The plan involved 
planting a bomb along die 
route that the royal cavalcade 
would have taken to the 
opening of a new aquarium on 
August 15. 

The gunmen were captured 
while preparing to launch 
mortar bombs against a police 
barracks in Loyola, near San 
Sebastian. Eta has plotted to 
kill King Juan Carlos at least 
three times. The last attempt 
was in August 1995, when an 
Eta marksman got as for as 
training his sights on the 
monarch in the port at Palma, 
on the island of Majorca. 
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land and sprawling 
construction”. 

Among those criticised was 
Franco Barberi, the Undersec¬ 
retary for Civil Defence, who 
replied that there had been 
delays in making available 
53 bOlion lire (£17 million} 
earmarked by authorities in 
Rome for work in Campania 

Seven people died in Samo 
and there were reports of 50 
people missing. 

Four people died when they 
were carried away by a 
mudslide at Siano. 

The bodies of a 34-year-old 
woman and her three children 
aged between four and 12 were 
washed out into a street in 
Brarigiiano early yesterday 
after a mudslide hit the village 
the previous night, the au¬ 
thorities said. Another two 
people were reported to have 
died in the village. 

Landslides and Hooding left 
five dead and several missing 
in Quindici while at San Felice 
a Can cello, near Caserte, a 73- 
year-old woman was crushed 
to death in her home by a flood 
of mud and stones. 

About 65per cent of Italy is 
classed as being at risk from 
landslides. The worst disaster 
of this kind on record hap¬ 
pened in Campania in 1954. 
when heavy rains brought 
mass landslides which killed 
205 people and made another 
5,466 homeless. 

Luigi Manfredi, a senator 
for the opposition Fora Italia 
party, called for a parliamen¬ 
tary commission of inquiry to 
be opened into the state of civil 
protection in Italy. 



A police car and other vehicles swept away by a mudslide block a road in Samo 


Chirac lays siege 
to Kohl with 
a foie gras feast 

From Ben Macintvre in avignon 


I n a diplomatic and 
gastronomic effort to 
make amends to the 
German Chancellor, Presi¬ 
dent Chirac opened a tense 
Franco-German summit in 
Avignon last night by treat¬ 
ing the famously hungry 
Herr Kohl to a challenging 
banquet of offal, foie gras 
and truffles- 

Last weekend’s row over 
the presidency of the Euro¬ 
pean Central Bank and the 
resulting political damage 
to the Chancellor has 
strained Franco-German re¬ 
lations. But France has 
apparently decided that the 
best way to win back a place 
in Herr Kohl’s heart is via 

his stomacb- 

The Chancellor has made 
no secret of his anger over 
the way M Chirac blocked a 
full term for the Dutch 
Central Bank candidate 
Wim Duisenberg, to make 
way for the French banker 
Jean-Claude Trichet But 
last night both sides were 
eager to show — over a 
remarkable array of Pro¬ 
vencal produce — that any 
temporary differences had 
now been patched up. ' 

The meal, held at the 
H 6 tel de Vflle and crafted 
by three celebrated local 
chefs, began with calves’ 
brains and truffles, a delica¬ 
cy to which both leader are 
particularly partiaL 
This was followed by 
another traditional dish not 
for the faint-hearted — pigs’ 
trotters stuffed with foie 
gras, washed down with 
local Cdtes du Rhone wine. 
The cheese course was fol¬ 
lowed by chocolate cake, 
which contained yet more 
truffles. 

The Elysde Palace even 


demanded tba! the bread 
rolls should be “extra 
crunchy” — a job that fell to 
Fouroil des Papes, Avi¬ 
gnon’s most famous bakery, 
according to the local news¬ 
paper Vaucluse Matin, 
which obtained details of 
the secret menu. 

Both President and 
Chancellor are dedicated 
trenchermen, who may dis¬ 
agree over who should pre¬ 
side over Europe's Central 
Bank but who share a 
passion for hefty country 
cuisine. One French official 
remarked last night “There 
is nothing like a good 
blowout for cooling down a 
family row.” 

T he display of Gallic 
hospitality was care¬ 
fully scripted to show 
that the Franco-German al¬ 
liance is not, as one German 
opposition MP claimed yes¬ 
terday. “in a state of crisis” 
But despite the handshakes 
and smiles in the sunshine 
outside the papal palace in 
Avignon, both sides know it 
wifi take more than a few 
bottles of Chateauneuf du 
Pape to mend this schism. 

In their attempt to as¬ 
suage Herr Kohl's anger by 
tackling his hunger, French 
diplomats may have over¬ 
looked an important point 
the Chancellor has just 
completed a slimming 
course, determined to prove 
that at 68 he is still a 
streamlined politician. 
When be wakes this morn¬ 
ing and considers the 
pounds he has recently shed 
and tiie calories consumed 
last night, he may well go 
into today's Franco-Ger¬ 
man discussions even Gross¬ 
er than before. 
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Watergate echo 
raised by ruling 
on Clinton aides 


From Tom Rhodes in Washington 


ECHOES of Watergate re¬ 
turned to haunt the White 
House yesterday after a feder¬ 
al judge rejected President 
Clinton's use of executive priv¬ 
ilege io shield senior aides 
from questions about his al¬ 
leged affair with Monica 
Lewinsky. 

The ruling will allow prose¬ 
cutors to question Bruce Lind¬ 
sey, for decades the President’s 
closest confidant and trouble¬ 
shooter, and Sidney Blumen- 
thal, a senior strategist, about 
Mr Clinton's relationship with 
the former trainee and the 
White House response to it. 

Seen as a victory for 
Kenneth Starr, the indepen¬ 
dent prosecutor, the decision 
addresses one of the largest 
legal issues hanging over his 
Whitewater investigation and 
sets the stage for one of the 
most important battles over - 
presidential power since the 
Supreme Court ordered Rich¬ 
ard Nixon to surrender the 
Watergate tapes in 1974. 

Mr Clinton is the first 
President since his Republican 
predecessor to take a claim of 
executive privilege to court 
and lose. If, like Mr Nixon, he 
decides to pursue an appeal at 
the Supreme Court Mr Clin¬ 
ton faces the dual embarrass¬ 
ment of further rejection and 
the probability of a prolonged 
political assault from leading 
Republicans. Newt Gingrich, 
the House Speaker, has al¬ 
ready accused the White 
House of Nixonian tactics. 

The President had invoked 
both executive privilege, a 
prerogative traditionally de¬ 
signed to protect sensitive 
conversations with aides 
about matters of national sec¬ 
urity, and lawyer-client privi¬ 
lege to prevent Mr Starr from 
questioning his closest aides. 

Judge Norma Holloway 
Johnson dismissed both 
claims, rejecting the latter on 
the ground that Mr Hinton 
should not be allowed to use 
government-paid White 


House lawyers to defend a 
criminal investigation. Mr 
Ginton had also triedto shield 
conversations between his 
wife and White House 
advisers. 

The row over executive priv¬ 
ilege has been one of the main 
hurdles in Mr Starr’s investi¬ 
gation of whether Mr Clinton 
lied under oath about his 
relationship with Ms Lewin¬ 
sky and later asked her to do 
the same. 

His victory is the latest in a 
string of successes for the 
prosecutor in recent days, 
coming at a time when his 
fortunes and personal stand¬ 
ing had reached their lowest 
ebb. 

Since last week Webster 
Hubbell. the former associate 
attorney-general, has been in¬ 
dicted on tax charges; Susan 
■McDougaJ, the Hintons’ for¬ 
mer Whitewater partner, on 
criminal contempt charges; 
while a judge has ruled that 
Ms Lewinsky must testify 
without immunity. 

Although the grand jury in 
Little Rock concluded its term 
this week, its sister panel has 



Sidney Blumenthal: he 
has lost his immunity 


intensified the questioning of 
those with inside knowledge of 
the alleged affair.' . 

Vernon Jordan, die Presi¬ 
dent's golfing partner who 
found a job for Ms Lewinsky 
alter her alleged affair, ap¬ 
peared for the third time, 
while Betty Currie; the Oval 
Office gatekeeper - who re¬ 
ceived a box of gifts allegedly 
given to the trainee by Mr 
Clinton, was called again 
yesterday. 

The White House now has 
ten days to file a notice of 
appeal in the latest privilege 
ruling. 

While some Republican 
strategists believe that the 
decision is disastrous for the 
President and will bring an 
end to White House delaying 
tactics, experts argue that Mr 
Clinton, whose popularity re¬ 
mains undented despite in¬ 
creasing Republican attacks, 
may try to prolong the fight 
with lengthy arguments be¬ 
fore the Supreme Court 

“If the President wants to be 
hard-nosed and Ken Starr is 
unwilling to compromise, 
there could be at least a year's 
delay," said Paul Rothstein, a 
law professor at Georgetown 
University. “The President, if 
he wants to. could stall this 
decision, maybe through the 
next presidential election." 

Mr Clinton is attempting Co 
assert further legal privilege to 
block unfettered questioning 
of Secret Service personnel 
who may have observed Ms 
Lewinsky in or around the 
Oval Office. A decision cm that 
issue, one without legal 
precedent, is pending. 

□ Cast of thousands: Senator 
Robert C. Byrd of West Virgin¬ 
ia has broken his own record 
by casting his 15,000th vote. “I 
still feel a sense of pride when 
1 walk through those cham¬ 
bers and stand on the Senate 
floor,” the SO-year-old Demo¬ 
crat said on Tuesday. Mr Byrd 
entered the Senate in January 
1959. (AP) 
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| US joy as 
bald eagle 
comes off 
wildlife 
danger list 

From Tunku Varadaraj an 

IN NEW YORK 

THE bald eagle, peregrine 
falcon and. prey wolf are 
among 29 anunal and plant 
species taken off the endan¬ 
gered list yesterday by the 
US Government signalling 
one of the most heart- 
wanning conservation suc¬ 
cess stories in America since 
the Endangered Species Act 
came into force a quarter of a 
century ago. 

Announcing the triumph 
in G3L Massachusetts, yes¬ 
terday, Bruce Babbitt Sec¬ 
retary of the Interior, saidi 
“Some of the proposed de- 
listings. like the American 
bald eagle we honour today, 
embody symbolism and cap¬ 
ture the public imagination." 

Other species, he said lyri¬ 
cally. such as the elusive 
Virginia northern flying 
squirrel or the lowly Missou¬ 
ri bladder-pod, “are less 
charismatic but just as eco¬ 
logically essential... And ad 
are equal members of God's 
creation”. Speaking near a 
tree, in which were a pair of 
bald eagles and a .fluffy, 
three-week-old eaglet, Mr 
Babbitt declared: “We can 
now prove one thing conclu¬ 
sively — die Endangered 
Species Act works.” 

Although the eagle, the fal¬ 
con and the wolf are the 
most glamorous of the spe¬ 
cies declared no longer en¬ 
dangered, there are others. 
They indude foe Aleutian 
Canada goose. Columbian 
white-tailed deer, Guam 
broadbiU, Mariana mallard. 
Hawaiian hawk, brown peli¬ 
can. D ismal Swamp south¬ 
eastern shrew, Oahu tree 
snail. Island night lizard 
and foe Ash Meadows 
Amargosa pupfish. 

Although yesterday's de- 
listing was the most compre¬ 
hensive in foe Acts 25-year 
history, there are still 446 
animals and 669 plants 
recorded as endangered or 
threatened. Eighty-five spe- 



America's symbol was reduced because of pesticides to only 400 nesting pairs 


ties were added in foe past 
year alone, and protection is 
expected to be extended to an 
equal number again next 
year. There are about 243 
species awaiting the endan¬ 
gered classification, and yes¬ 
terday’s delisting should 
ease foe “conservation traffic 
jam”. Also, by removing so 
many species, foe US Fish 
and Wildlife Service can 
redirect scarce resources to 
those plants and animals 
deemed to be in more immi¬ 
nent danger. 

There is no question, how¬ 
ever, that the bald eagle’s 
recovery is being seen as a 
wider American metaphor. 


Declared endangered in 
1967. when reduced ro 400 
nesting pairs, its growing 
numbers have shown that 
man can reverse foe effects 
of his destructive habits. 

John Garite. the advocacy 
director of foe Massachu¬ 
setts Audubon Society, said 
yesterday. “The bald eagle 
served as foe canary in foe 
coal-mine, in that it’s a 
highly sensitive animal. 
When foe bald eagle went 
into decline; it was a warn¬ 
ing signal that our environ¬ 
ment was in danger." 

Unregulated use of foe 
pesticide DDT was largely 
responsible for wiping out 


whole colonies of foe eagle 
and other birds, weakening 
eggshells so they were 
crushed in the nest The 
pesticide's ban brought a 
stready growth in foe bald 
eagle population, and there 
are now more than 5.000 
nesting pairs. 

The recovery of foe pere¬ 
grine falcon, too, can be seen 
as another high-profile vic¬ 
tory. All but eradicated hum 
the Eastern stales by foe 
mid-1960s, and virtually 
wiped out in foe West by 
1975, there are now about 
IJjOO pairs, thanks mainly to 
captive breeding pro¬ 
grammes and the DDT ban. 


Ellen tells 
of desire 
to marry 
lesbian 
partner 

By tunku Varadarajan 

THE lesbian comedy star 
Ellen DeGeneres has declared 
that she wants to marry her 
girlfriend, the actress Anne 
Heche, and have children. 

Lesbian marriages are not 
recognised in America, ro the 
law would appear to beamore 
daunting obstacle to the fulfil¬ 
ment of her desires than 
biology. The latter poses no 
problem in this age of in vitro 
fertilisation, and foe only 
question facing foe couple is to 
deride on foe man who wfll 
donate his sperm. 

Ms DeGeneres told Diane 
Sawyer an ABC television that 
Ms Heche — the dominant 
partner in the relationship — 
“popped the question earlier 
this year". Ms DeGmeres 
said yes "instantly”. 1 
The couple will now redou¬ 
ble their efforts on behalf of a 
campaign for same-sex mar¬ 
riages. and intend to many as 
soon as foe law permits them 
to. Ms DeGeneres, 40, said: 
“We'U be the first ones in line." 
Ms Heche, 28, who was also 
present at foe interview, said 
that their commitment to each 
other could be gauged from 
foe fact that she had just given 
Ms DeGeneres a second 
friendship ring. 

Ms Heche, who has 
shrugged off rumours foal she 
recently had a heterosexual 
affair with a male starlet, said: 
“I think every year we should 
add another ring. Our rela¬ 
tionship is for ever and ever." 
Here, Ms DeGeneres inter¬ 
jected: “It's for ever, yeah." 

Ms DeGeneres expressed 
bitterness over the recent deri¬ 
sion by ABC to axe her comedy 
show, regarded by sortie crit-. 
res as too gay for prime-time 
America. Tine network said the 
show was dropped because of 
low ratings. 

Ellen came under powerful 
scrutiny after the episode, 
screened almost exactly a year 
ago, when the eponymous 
character played by. - Ms 
DeGeneres “came out" on air, 
making her the first openly 
gay lead in a television series. 
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OVERSEAS NEWS 19 


Navy defends 
captain who 
sacrificed crew 


^ u f tT! *' ,an Navy officer 
was defended by senior col¬ 
leagues yesterday over his 
decision to seal the doors to a 
blazing engine room in which 
four members of crew died. 

Commander Stuart Diet- 
nch was forced into the hard¬ 
est decision of his life when 
fire broke out on HMAS 
Westralia. colleagues said. 
Commander Dietnch, 43. had 
no way of knowing whether 
the four trapped crew were 
still alive when he ordered 
carbon dioxide to be pumped 
unto the engine room, starving 
me area of oxygen. 

Three men and one woman 
died on HMAS Westralia on 
Tuesday while they were try¬ 
ing to repair a ruptured fuel 
line. The 25-year-old tanker 
was bought by Australia from 
the Royal Navy in 1989 and 
last year assisted in the rescue 
of British sailor Tony 
Bullimore when his yacht 
capsized in the Southern 
Ocean during a round-the- 
world race. 

Vice-Admiral Don Chal¬ 
mers, chief of the Royal Aus¬ 
tralian Navy, yesterday inter¬ 
rupted an overseas holiday 
and flew back to Australia to 
defend the actions of Com¬ 
mander Dietrich. He said: “1 
am sure he took all the 
information he had available 
to him and he made that 
decision. It may well have 


From Rachel Bridge in Sydney 


been a derision between the 
loss of some lives and the loss 
of the whole ship and many 
more lives. It is a derision 
which had to be made quite 
quickly. He would have had to 
weigh up in his mind how 
many folk there were still 
trapped in the engine room, 
and how long he could let the 
fire go before it got out of 
control completely." 

Mr Bullimore expressed his 

£ It may have 
been a decision 
between the loss 
of some lives 
and loss of the 
whole ship ? 


sorrow, saying; "It is terribly 
tragic. I was two-and-a-half 
thousand kilometres away in 
the-water and I was saved, and 
they have a fire in the engine 
room so close to the land and 
four people have lost their 
lives.” 

The actions of Commander 
Dietrich, who won the Con¬ 
spicuous Service Medal in 
1996, were also defended by 
Commodore Geoff Walpole, 
Chief of Staff at maritime 
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headquarters, who said: "It 
was a very difficult decision. 
He was forced to make that 
derision." 

The 40,000-tonne tanker 
had been taking pan in exer¬ 
cises off the west coast of 
Australia before heading for 
Indonesia when an explosion 
occurred in the engine room. 
Experts are now examining 
tiie ship in an attempt to 
identify the cause. 

Another officer, Command¬ 
er Martin Campbell, said that 
if Commander Dietrich had 
not ordered the doors to the 
engine room to be sealed the 
entire ship would have gone 
up in flames. “The fire at that 
stage was signficant and the 
main machinep' space was 
filled with toxic smoke and 
there would have been very 
little oxygen. In the confines of 
a ship, when you've got a fuel¬ 
led fire — the worst kind — 
going in the engine room, the 
smoke is horrendous.” 

Ian McLachlan, the Defence 
Minister, promised a full in¬ 
quiry. “We have to make sure 
that not only all the facts come 
out, but that the public per¬ 
ceives that all the facts are on 
the cable." 

For the first time an inquiry 
board will include a civilian, a 
move aimed at forestalling 
any suspicion of a cover-up by 
either the Navy or the 
Government 







Commander Stuart Dietrich speaking to crew on HMAS Westralia at a Royal Australian Navy wharf in Perth after the fire in which four died 

The worst nightmare facing a commander at sea 


By Michael Evans 

DEFENCE CORRESPONDENT 

A FIRE in an engine room of a 
warship at sea is the worst nightmare 
facing a captain in peacetime 
The Royal Navy carries out inten¬ 
sive and regular training to prepare 
commanding officers to make the 
ultimate decision — when to sacrifice 
lives to save the ship and the rest of the 
crew. One Royal Navy officer said that 
Commander Stuart Dietrich, the com¬ 
mander of HMAS Westralia, had 
made a courageous decision. 

In its training manual, the Royal 
Navy is quite clear about the steps that 


need to be taken in the event of a fire at 
sea in one of the main machinery 
rooms. On a typical warship, like a 
Type 22 frigate or a Type 42 destroyer, 
these consist of two engine rooms, one 
with two Olympus gas turbines, the 
other with two smaller turbines, and 
two auxiliary rooms with diesel 
generators. 

If there is a fire in any one of these 
rooms, all the ingredients for a 
disaster are present — fuel oxygen 
and heat The turbines are housed in 
fireproof modules, so if the fire starts 
inside this outer casing, the blaze can 
be contained once the captain has 
ordered the engines to be shut down. 


However, if the fire is outside the 
turbine module, the build-up of heat 
will threaten oD pipes which, once 
ruptured, will spray diesel fuel around 
the room. For the captain, the first line 
of attack, after someone in die affected 
engine room has raised the alarm, is to 
send the ship's firefighting team to by 
to contain the fire. 

If they fail to stem the fire and have 
to withdraw, the whole ship's crew 
becomes involved in trying to keep the 
beat inside the engine room by cooling 
everything around it If the emergen¬ 
cy readies a stage where the whole 
ship and its crew are at risk, the 
captain will receive a request to use the 


ship’s “gas-drenching system" to put 
out the fire using C02 or Halon 
through rows of sprinklers, which 
kills tiie oxygen. 

This is the moment when the 
captain has to know if there are sailors 
still inside the engine room or unac¬ 
counted for. If anyone is still aHve, the 
spraying of gas win seal their fate. 

Royal Navy sources said that al¬ 
though it was a terrible decision to 
make, “in the middle of the Atlantic 
with a fire threatening to engulf the 
whole ship, such a derision has to be 
taken". One officer said: “1 would not 
hesitate when the lives of the whole 
crew are at stake." 


Confident Brown predicts an Indonesian recovery despite new rioting 



B^pown: on whistle-stop 
tqfur of troubled rfegfoiL 


By Alasdair Murray 
ECONOMICS CORRESPONDENT 

GORDON BROWN yesterday told 
the Jakarta Stock Exchange that he 
was confident the region would soon 
return to economic health—even as 
riots over IMF-backed price reforms 
in Indonesia were sending a fresh 
tremor across Asian financial 
markets. 

The Chancellor, completing a 
whistle-stop tour of Asia, insisted: “I 
have been encouraged by what I 
have seen and heard during my 
travels in the region." 

. .The. Jakarta Stock '•Ew’hange,. 
hdw^fr. trahbled 5 per ceitt Whale 


the Indonesian rupiah crashed 10 
per cent as fears grew that the 
rioting could lead to widespread 
instability in the country. 

The Chancellor, visiting the re¬ 
gion in the capacity of Britain's 
presidency of the G8 group of 
countries, has enjoyed an eventful 
trip. His South Korean stopover 
coincided with an outbreak of 
strikes there. In Malaysia, he was 
apparently snubbed by Datuk Seri 
Dr Mahathir Mohamad, the Prime 
Minister, who has been upset at 
coverage of Malaysia’s illegal immi¬ 
gration problems by the British 
press. . 

The rioting, which broke out in a 


number of Indonesian cities, was 
triggered by a 70 per cent hike in 
fuel prices as part of the country’s 
commitment to IMF reforms. Sol¬ 
diers and police have used 
armoured cars, rubber bullets and 
teargas in more than a dozen dues 
to contain those trying to stage 
demonstrations, a form of protest 
banned by the Government in 
February. Worst hit was Medan in 
Sumatra, a commodities centre, 
where police used pistol shots to 
break up crowds, six people 
apparently dying in the turmoil. 

Mr Brown used his speech to 
issue a wiled threat to President 
Suharto that he must not renege an 


commitments to economic reform. 
He called on the country to imple¬ 
ment political reforms to ensure that 
“a shared consensus” existed on the 
oead to take tough action to resolve 
its economic crisis. President 
Suharto, however, said only last 
week that he would not counten- 
tance political reform before Iris 
term of office ends in 2003. 

The Chancellor also outlined his 
views on the need for better co¬ 
operation between global financial 
institutions, particularly the IMF 
and the World Bank. On the issue of 
improving global fmanriaJ systems 
and international co-operation, Mr 
Brown said the IMF should be more 


willing to clamp down on errant 
governments. After private warni¬ 
ngs, the Chancellor said the fund 
should "issue a yellow card if things 
are not changed in a reasonable 
period of time". 

Analysts gave a warning that the 
rupiah was in danger of slipping 
back towards levels that could 
bring hyperinflation, undermining 
the IMF’s $40 billion (£242 million) 
bail-out package for the country. 
Other Asian markets also took 
fright at the renewed problems in 
Indonesia, the world's fourth most 
papulous country. The Malaysian 
ringitt and Korean won, which have 
also been battered by the Asian 


financial crisis, suffered renewed 
heavy falls . 

In Tokyo, traders returning from 
a two-day holiday marked shares 
lower with the Nikkei average 
dosing down 229 per cent at 
15243.84. Traders expressed con¬ 
cern about Japan’s exposure to In¬ 
donesia but were also disheartened 
by reports that the Government was 
not considering any further tax cuts 
to help to kickstart the .country’s 
own moribund economy. 

Gloom in Tokyo also infected 
Hong Kong, which dosed down 
4452 at KklQ9.14. 

4- Photograph, page 26 
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FxDlained for the first time, the chain of events that pushed 
P rock star Michael Hutchence over the edge ... 

The Sunday Times Magazine, this weekend 
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ROB THOMAS 



Dr Thomas 
Stnttaford 

reports on 
allergies; 
chronic fatigue 
syndrome; 
pesticides; 
baldness and 
folic acid 


Time for 


hay fever 


sufferers 


to reach 


for relief 


0 0 seed rape has 
beat planted for 
centuries, but it is 
only in tlle past 15 
years or so that there has been 
an outcry each spring as the 
electric yellow flowers cover 
the countryside. 

The British Medical Jour¬ 
nal recently devoted its lead 
editorial to discusring why 
such a relatively harmless 
plant is blamed for so much ill 

health. It is only in _ 

Britain that Brasri- 
ca napus is cited by 
the regulars in the 
surgery as the 
cause of their sore 
throats, headaches, 
sleeplessness, fa¬ 
tigue and depres¬ 
sion. not to 
mention the tradi¬ 
tional signs and 
symptoms of aller¬ 
gic rhinitis (hay 
fever). 

The writer of the 


Rape flower 
blamed for 
everything 
from sore 
throats to 
depression 


BMJ editorial, who works in 
the celebrated allergy clinic in 
Vienna, feels that the dislike of 
oil seed rape may even stem 
from a subconscious aversion 
to the European Union, as it 
was only when Brussels 
started to subsidise the crop 
that stories of its malign 
powers came to the fore. 
Patients in France, Germany, 
Denmark and Canada, the 
other countries where the crop 
is grown extensively, do not 


blame oil seed rape for their 
troubles. 

Although rape pollen aller¬ 
gy does exist, it is relatively 
uncommon and people affect¬ 
ed by it already suffer from 
other allergies, in particular 
aversion to birch and grass. 
The interaction between rape 
seed and larch and grass 
pollens not only makes the 
patient more sensitive to rape 
seed, but rape seed makes 
_ _ _ than more sensi¬ 

tive to the other two 
pollens. 

The pollen of 
rape seed is com¬ 
paratively heavy 
and so does not 
blow very far from 
the fields in which 
it has been grow¬ 
ing. The amount in 
the atmosphere, 
even close to the 
fields, tends to be 
significant only 
when the flowering 


season is at its height, and 
even then only affects those 
working with it, or the people 
who have houses bordering on 
tile crop. 

If pollen is not responsible 
far the multitude of symptoms 
it is accused of producing, 
what is? The BMJ considers 
the possibility that it might be 
some of the volatile chemicals 
that are present in oil seed 
rape, and that might so irritate 
the mucous membranes that 


Check your 
blood pressure 


Eitfojringa long and active l&e depends on keeping your 
heart and circulation braUby. There are marry ways in 
which you can btdpyounetfi including keeping an eye 
on your blood pressure, stopping smoking,, watching 
what you eat and taking regular exercise. 


Why check your 
Wood pressure? 


Odomh£ree K- 
tablets 


It's important to bare blood 
pressure checked routinely; 
especially as you get older. 

This painless test lets the 
doctor measure how hard yodr 
heart is having to work to 
pump blood around the body. 
Then this Is compared with the 
normal range for someone your 
age. as it is quite usual for 
blood pressure to vary from 
person to person. 


Kwai has spent miilkin* on garlic 
and heart research with many 
thousands of people and in 
perfecting an odourfte, easyto 
swallow cablet The most recent 
development has been Emi ACE, 
combining Kwai gartir with three 
important antwwitfant ^r hamlrw 
A, C and E to create an advanced 
- possibly the ultimate - oneoday 
heanxare supplement. Prices start 
ar £5.95 for a month's supply 


Living with your 
blood pressure 


Blood pressure can be affected by 
physical activity and emotional 
hoots, like feeling s a c as e d So 
learn to relax, ana take exerdse 
at a pace (hat suits you. 


Could garlic help? 


TbscVe never too old to start 
looking after your beart,” 
•ays a pharmacist, aged 53. 

"I recommend exercise and a 

sensible diet rich in 
etnthaaddants to anyone who 
wants to help keep their 
heart healthy.* 


By following these simple steps, 
researchers suggest tou can 
help to beep your Mood 

pressure normal. Ybu could 
also try taking a garlic tablet, # 
as a number of reoendy 
published studies indicate 
that garlic (Kwai), when taken 
regularly as parr of your 
Guess plan, could help, too." 


Kwai 

Hearted re 
for everyl 



lb reedve more fafanaatlon pleas* complete the farm bdotrw mmmu to 
Kwai, PO Bax 383. Marion Budks 07IAD, or call Btocara on ODI4333727 


At Rom. Superdrog, Tfcsm, J Satutar* SUem* ASHA, Wltnc, Lloyds Otewbts. 
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The incidence of bay fever among the young is growing; one in six complains of suffering the debilitating symptoms 


they could account for roughs, 
headaches and wheezing in 
the areas where the plant is 
grown. The link is a tenuous 
one which, to be relevant, 
would demand higher concen¬ 
trations of these chemicals 
than is found at present 
It has also been suggested 
that farmers who grow off seed 
rape are possibly of the type 
who tend to saturate their 
crops with pesticides, but evi¬ 
dence shows that no more 
agro-chemicals are used in 
cultivating it than are em¬ 
ployed in other farming enter¬ 
prises. One feature of oil seed 
rape that might be significant 
is that the plant is very prone 
to fungal infections, and it 
could be that its spores might 


inflame the nasal passages. 

The peak of the pollen 
season is usually in the second 
week of June. But this spring 
has been so wet and cold that 
the season is likely fo start late.' 
Although some patients may 
suffer from more than one 
allergy, most are predom¬ 
inantly affected by tree pol¬ 
lens, of which birch is the best 
known, from March to May, 
by grass pollen allergy in June 
ana July, and by pollen from 
weeds that takes to the atmo¬ 
sphere in August and 
September. 

About ten million people in 
Britain show some evidence 
ofc or sensitivity to. pollen, and 
their numbers seem to be 
increasing. One in six teen¬ 


agers complains of the tradi¬ 
tional symptoms: an itching 
sensation in the nose, mouth 
and eyes that can lead to all 
tiie features that make the 
common cold so debilitating, 
such as running or blocked 
nose, red eyes, sneezing and 
sleeplessness. Concentration 
is dimmed, social life blighted, 
driving ability impaired and 
the joys of the outside work! in 
its summer glory are for 
others to enjoy. 

Hay fever cannot be cured, 
but its symptoms can be kept 
at bay by tiie use of antihista¬ 
mines, anti-inflammatory 
agents and nasal deconges¬ 
tants. The antihistamines have 
improved enormously over re¬ 
cent years. They can be taken 


less frequently as they have a 
longer action, and the modem 
ones are very free of side 
effects, including sleepiness 
and irritability. The anti-in¬ 
flammatory sprays prevent 
attacks and should be used 
regularly throughout tire hay 
fever season. Rapid relief of 
symptons can be derived by 
using a decongestant nasal 
spray. 

Those who prefer 
homoeopathic treatment may 
be prescribed a wide variety of 
remedies. They would almost 
certainly indude allium (red 
anion), arsenicura. euphrasia 
(eyebright), sabadffla (Mexi¬ 
can plant), and psorirrum. 
fluid derived from a scabies 
blister. 
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Pesticides 

and 

fertility 


PESTICIDES are of 
widely varying toxidty. The 
organochlorine pestiddes, 
one of the main groups used 
in agriculture, only 
accounted for eight of the 
1,012 proven deaths from - 
the use of pestiddes in the 
years between 1945 and 
1989. 

On the other hand, 
nobody doubts the potential 
toxidty of organo- 
phosphates if they are 
caielessly.used. In 
overdose they can give rise to 
nausea, vomiting and 
diarrhoea; they can effect tire 
heart, cause urinary 
Incontinence, convulsions 
and even death. It is 
possible, and is frequently 
claimed by organic 
farmers, that their effect may 
be cumulative and 
delayed, so that any 
neurological and 
psychological symptoms such 
as dizziness, depression, 
anxiety and confusion only 
appear months or even 
years after exposure to 
excessive amounts. 

One of die Sis frequently 
attributed to modem farming 
methods is a decline in 
fertility. Fecundity is often 
assessed by recording the 
time it takes couples to 
conceive after halting 
contraception. Both die 
Journal of Occupational 
and Environmental 
Medicine and the British 
Medical Journal have 
carried reports of a large 
study in Denmark that 
recorded die number of 
menstrual periods the wives 
of farmers had before they 
conceived. Research workers 
found that there was no 
difference between organic 
fanners and those who 

used chemicals. 

The BMJ warns that it is 
hard to prove a negative. 
Farmers anxious about 
continuity of land ownership 
would therefore be wise to 
obey the instructions on the 
use of pestiddes. 


Hair restorers found by accident 


SHOULD William Hague be taking Proscar, 
rubbing Rcgaine into his scalp, or should be be 
visiting his nearest Chinese doctor to be given 
some fleece flower root with wolf berry and 
Chinese angelica root? 

People agonise over baldness. It is more than 
the end of youth and machismo, for the 
condition can be experienced as a loss of 
aesthetic completeness. There is new hope, 
however, for all those men whose power to 
charm the voters, or the opposite sex, is 
challenged by their bare scalp. * 

A research worker at Merck. Sharp and 
Dohme. . the manufacturers of Proscar 
finasteride, made the chance discovery that 
taking this drug not only shrunk the prostate 
but in some cases im¬ 
proved hair growth. The 
standard tablet proved 
to contain too large a 
dose, which in a num¬ 
ber of cases lessoned 
potency and libido. A 
chip of the standard 
tablet, however, re¬ 
stored male hair loss 
and retained sexual 
prowess. Proscar, in 
suitable dosage, has 
now been licensed in the 
United States for the 
treatment of male pat¬ 
tern baldness, but even 
in a suitably small dose 
about 2 per cent of men 
suffer loss of libido. 

Proscar is one of the five 
alfa reductase inhibitors 
that relieve benign pros¬ 
tatic enlargement—and 
rejuvenates the hair fol- 


of 



Agassh thin on top 


tides by blocking the formation 
dihydrotesterone from testosterone. 

Regaine minoxidil is licensed in Britain for 
tiie treatment of baldness. Its discovery was 
also tiie result of serendipity. Minoxidil is used 
to treat high blood pressure, but one doctor 
noticed that his hypertensive patients taking 
the treatment also developed a foie head of hair. 
Available as a liquid, minoxidil can be rubbed 
in and should be applied twice a day for a 
minimum of four months before it is decided 
that the hair has gone. The sooner the patient 
starts treatment, the better they should start as 
soon as they begin to go thin on top. The 
American tennis player. Andre Agassi, would 
have been a likely candidate, but he shaved his 
head instead. A spokes¬ 
woman for the manu¬ 
facturers. Pharmacia 
and Upjohn, said; “No 
self respecting fanner 
applies fertiliser to a 
concrete yard and hopes 
to grow a crop on it" 
Only a minority of pa¬ 
tients using minoxidil 
regain their full head of 
hair, but the majority 
show improvement. 

The conventional 
treatment for andro- 
egenic alopecia, male 
pattern baldness, has 
Men transformed over 
the past five years. 
Women, too, can suffer 
similar hair loss but at 
an older age than men. 
They can now take a 
testosterone inhibitor 
with good effect 


WOULD-BE young mothers, 
their middle-aged fathers 
fearful of a heart attack, and 
grandparents fighting an in¬ 
ability to remember the 
names of their neighbours are 
all wondering whether they 
should take fotic arid. 

Folic arid is now widely 
recognised as the vitamin that 
can prevent many abnormali¬ 
ties in unborn children and as 
such mothers and mothers-in- 
law, anxious to drop a hint 
that a grandchild would not 
come amiss, have started to 
give their daughters leaflets 
about it 

Research has also shown 
that lack of the vitamin may 
be implicated in tiie develop¬ 
ment of coronary heart dis¬ 
ease, and has resurrected 


Folic arid 
is good 
for all ages 


interest in its deficiency as a 
cause of dementia including, 
very probably. Alzheimer's 
disease. 

My account of folic arid last 
week and its natural sources 
in dark green-leaved vegeta¬ 
bles and cereals wasn't in¬ 
tended to imply that taking 
additional quantities of these 
excellent but prosaic foods 
would provide a d equat e pro¬ 
tection against developing 
foetal abnormalities. Even 
taking folic aridenriched 
breakfast cereals, helpful as it 


is, may also be inadequate. 
Additional supplements ob¬ 
tained from the chemist are 
needed by any woman who 
may become pregnant 
Although folic arid deficien¬ 
cy usually causes anaemia, 
absence of anaemia in the 
older group doesn’t mean that 
folic arid blood levels are 
adequate. The simple; stan¬ 
dard blood test measures hae¬ 
moglobin and gives an 
account of the size and quanti¬ 
ty of the red blood cells but tills 
will not always uncover folate 
deficiency, which needs to be 
estimated separately. There is 
a case for measuring levels of 
folic arid, and similarly vita¬ 
min B12, in older people whose 
diet could lead to deficiency in 
these vitamins. 
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Is ME real or 
in the mind 


G eorge Beard, the 

19th-century' doctor, 
started his account 
of neurasthenia, published 
in 1869, with the word s, 
“Fatigue is the Central Africa 
of medicine, an unexplored 
territory which few men 
enter**. Neurasthenia was 
the chronic fatigue syn¬ 
drome — the ME — of its 
day. 

Dr Simon Wessely, Pro¬ 
fessor Matthew Hotopfr of 
the Institute of Psychiatry at 
the Maudsley Hospital in 
London, and Dr Michael 
Sharpe, of the University of 
Edinburgh, start their own 
book. Chronic Fatigue and 
its Syndromes, with Dr 
Beard’s observation. 

These three psychiatrists 
have made a special study of 
chronic fatigue syndrome 
(CFS). sometimes referred to 
as mvalgic encephalomyeli¬ 
tis (ME). They are in a 
favoured position to write 
about the condition, as their 
expertise is accepted by 

most people. _ 

whichever ride 
of tiie argument 
about the nature 
of CFS they fa¬ 
vour. Many pa¬ 
tients feel that 
most cases of 
CFS are entirely 
the result of 
physical causes, 
albeit tU-defined. 
whereas most 
doctors suggest 
that the devastat¬ 
ing physical 


In 1956, an 
outbreak 
of ME 
attacked 
staff at the 
Royal Free 


that today would be crimi¬ 
nal as well as politically 
incorrect But they were the 
planks on which mud) of 
mainstream medical 
thought rested. The argu¬ 
ments about the causes of 
neurasthenia whidi divided 
doctors, and society, at tiie 
end of the Victorian era 
were every bit as savage as 
those that would be encoun¬ 
tered on an Esther Rantzen 
programme about ME 
today. 

Neurasthenia was origi¬ 
nally a disease which, al¬ 
most by definition, could 
only affect hard-working 
members of the officer dass. 
probably rendered sleepless 
by the noise of battles in 
which tifey had fought, or 
tired out tty governing the 
Empire. Later, it sank in 
soda! prestige and became, 
in the view of the Victorian 
doctor, an excuse of the 
“worthless poor” who. bad 
neither the ability nor desire 

to work. 

_ After the de¬ 
mise of neuras¬ 
thenia as an 
acceptable diag¬ 
nosis in ihe first 
decade of the 
20tii century, fa¬ 
tigue syndromes 
ceased to be a 
source of conten¬ 
tion. Patients 
who complained 
of overwhelming 
fatigue. ’ nmsde 
pain and sleep¬ 
lessness were not 


symptoms are the conse¬ 
quences of psychological 
distress. 

The book deals with the 
way in which fatigue, in all 
its many forms, may frus¬ 
trate the patient It analyses 
its relationship to a host of 
other symp toms associated 
with CFS, examines the 
evidence which could sug¬ 
gest an organic cause, and 
derail ed advice on the 
way for doctors to treat 
CFS patients. Its recommen¬ 
dations in this respect are 
admirable. The authors 
even give examples of 
phrases those in the medical 
profess i on tend to use that 
are guaranteed to alienate 
the sufferer. 

The thesis presented by 
the book is that CFS cannot 
easily be categorised into 
either physical or psychiat¬ 
ric medicine, but crosses the 
boundaries between the 
two. _ 

Studying CFS gives the 
authors a wonderful oppor¬ 
tunity to chronicle the way 
in whidi medicine and soci¬ 
ety have developed over the 
past 150 years. Class preju¬ 
dice. sexism and racism 
were all acceptable in the 
Victorian era to an extent 


given a particular label but 
were described as suffering 
from chronic nervous ex¬ 
haustion. Everything 
changed in 1956, when an 
outbreak of ME atlarfcwl 
staff at the Royal Free 
Hospital in London, litis 
reopened the longdead 
neurasthenia debate. 

Times readers win re¬ 
member Professor ■ Wes- 
sdy’s regular feanHesinthe 
paper. Professor Wessely 
and his colleagues have 
written their book in similar 
style, full of interest, witti¬ 
cisms and apposite phrases. 
Those with an interest in 
CFS in particular, or medi¬ 
cine in general, will enjoy 
learning from their account 
of the interrelationship be¬ 
tween fatigue, anxiety, 
stress and depression. Ev¬ 
erybody would benefit from 
understanding that psycho¬ 
logical conditions may 
cause physical symptoms 
every fat as disabling and 
real as those whidi result 
from viruses, bacteria or 
environmental toxins. 


0 Chronic Fatigue and its Syn¬ 
dromes to Simon Wessely, Mat¬ 
thew HotopJ and Michael 
Sharpe. Oxford University 
Press. £65 


MEN 

and the 

MENOPAUSE 


Technically die word Is 
Aadnpause. The sy mp t om s 
include: Lea of Libido; Acba &I 
Pam: Leek ofVuiUtj; Night 
Sweats; Depression; Irritability: 
Tiredness & Lost tf Energy, 

If you sutler from any of ihcsej 
you need a thorough physical 
examination. Our specialist 
team at The WcllMan 



has the knowledge and experience to 
discover whether you mighr benefit 
faun testosterone replacement therapy 
or other appropriate treatment. 

Call 0171 637 zoiS now for farther 
details or o> arrange an appointment; - 
and prepare yourself for the mHlcsuuum. 

The WellMan Cumc 

Weymoudi Street, L ond on win 31 a 
"npJf.mtom-wrBma+ a&neJri mmjanl: 


Gall 0800 77 99 55 

Prime Health, 


A member of the Standard Ute Croup j 




i). 


0 


ft 


s 


ft 




Jc- 


ttjT . ■= 


' u ! - * * 




iii 

. b'Ji «■ ■ 
cucid '• 

; v 

Dili b-; 

jnd|~:V: 

H 

; Major i-,./ 


Icd r- r - . r . 

Major ;; ; ■ 
flttNi.-. - 
Ulrr 

Wk IV 


-‘v- \ 

pres. 

ir-.* 


'laior'C"* 
10 v 'r.i v " 


( m 


i 1 


Vou 


R Ho 


Mi 







i. » 

V ■ 


v 


•* 


u* U 
















■*, t L-; . • 

° V (S£ 


O n June 22, 1995. 

John Major re¬ 
signed a s leader of 
the Conservative 
Party and gambled that bas¬ 
tards would be cowards. A 
truly brave prime minister 
would have freed his Cabinet 
colleagues from the bonds of 
loyalty and thrown the contest 
wide open. He, instead, pre¬ 
sumed on their acquiescence 
in a phoney war that he would 
easily win, not a real battle. 

John Redwood was first told 
of Major's decision by Mich¬ 
ael Howard as they talked in 
the Commons after Prime 
Minister's Questions on that 
Thursday afternoon. It was 
the last possible moment at 
which he could have been told, 
with less than 90 minutes to go 
before Major's press confer¬ 
ence. The choice of intermedi¬ 
ary was also foolish, given 
Redwood's distaste for How¬ 
ard’s obsessiveness and secre¬ 
cy. Howard told Redwood that 
“we" thought Major's decision 
a good idea, reinforcing the 
impression of an inner circle 
excluding the wider Cabinet 
Redwood said “1 think you are 
all mad", and that it was a 
disastrous decision for the 
party and Government 

S ome observers later 
felt that Redwood dis¬ 
agreed with the deci¬ 
sion because he 
thought that it would, ulti¬ 
mately. see Michael Heseltine 
elected leader. But tactical 
judgments were not upper¬ 
most in his mind that after¬ 
noon. Resentment was. 

I had become increasingly 
concerned about his detach¬ 
ment from No 10. and the 
Prime Minister. I had urged 
him to talk to Major, and had 
arranged with No 10 for the 
two to meet on Wednesday. 
June 21. Redwood agreed, 
reluctantly, but on Monday 
and Tuesday was getting cold 
feet: after more cajoling, he 
agreed to stick to the meeting. 

But when Redwood pro¬ 
duced proposals on Europe. 
“Major said to me ‘t cant do 
this because of Ken [Clarke] 
and I cant do that because of 
Douglas [Hurd]’." Redwood 
left with the impression that 
Major always wished to con¬ 
vey — of being checkmated. It 
had been the obvious time for 
Major to tell Redwood of his 
derision, and Redwood was 
later offended by the evident 
lack of trust. 

As we left the Commons, the 
press was gathering in die 
rose garden at No 10 for 
Major’s statement I returned 
to Whitehall. Redwood was 


Treachery in the Tory camp 


GUILTY 





In the second extract from his damning new book. Guilty 
Men, Hywel Williams reveals die bitter undercurrents 
behind die Conservative leadership campaign of 1995 


driven home to Wokingham. 
As the car sped along the M4. 
the tributes began to be aired. 
For Clarke, it was a sensible, 
courageous derision. Poniilo 
hoped the moment of glory in 
the rose'garden would “bring 
to an end a damaging period 
of uncertainty”. Thatcher said 
“ft is a good thing he did this 
... it shows he cares, it is a 
bold move and will dear the 
air. 1 believe the Prime Minis¬ 
ter will be re-elected and by 
this move he will have 
strengthened his authority." 

Yet Major's statement gave 
no reason why his party 
should reelect him. other than 
the sullen and oligar¬ 
chic assumption that 
the leadership was 
his by right The tone 
riled Redwood, who 
saw the derision it¬ 
self as an abdication 
of leadership. 

Peter Liiley did not 
join Portillo in the 
first wave of public 
declarations from 
the Cabinet He 
spent most of the rest 
of Thursday and Fri¬ 
day trying to contact 
Redwood, who 
would not answer 
the telephone. Liiley 
saw Major's derision 
in the same light as 
Redwood and was 
contemplating 
standing as a candi¬ 
date for the leader¬ 
ship. When l spoke 
to him on the phone 1 
said 1 thought Ma¬ 
jor’s action was one 
of desertion. Without 
Redwood to stiffen - 

his nerve, Liiley col- Hijac 

lapsed when Major’s 
men got to him by Friday. He 
had always wanted to be 
Chancellor, and the possibility 
of fulfilling that ambition in 
the next two years remained 
real to him — if not to Major. 
He agreed with an increasing¬ 
ly nervous Major campaign 
team that he would declare his 
support on TV. and told the 
BBC that the Prime Minister 
had lanced the boil. 

By Sunday afternoon. Red¬ 
wood's mind was made up, 
and a steely calm had descend¬ 
ed upon him. We agreed to 
meet at 9am on Monday in his 
office in the House of Com¬ 
mons. After his resignation 
had been sent to Major, he 


went to see Portillo, a few 
doors down the corridor. The 
consequences of this meeting 
dogged Portillo throughout, 
and after, the campaign. Red¬ 
wood said he had resigned, 
but not yet declared his candi¬ 
dature for the leadership. If 
Portillo wished to take the 
lead, it was still open for him 
to do so. 

Redwood was amenable to 
an accommodation. Years be¬ 
fore he had offered to support 
Portillo when the time came 
for him to stand for the 
leadership. He rationalised it 
to himself by saying he still 
had children at school and 



Hijacked: Marlow. Redwood and Gorman 


that it would be easier for the 
childless POrtillo to cope with 
the domestic upheaval. For a 
few more moments, the possi¬ 
bility of a Portillo challenge 
remained. Then Portillo said 
he would not resign now, but 
would be a candidate in the 
second ballot, on the implicit 
understanding that Redwood 
would withdraw at that stage. 
Redwood might not think that 
he was going to win outright, 
hut he was certainly not going 
to allow Portillo to be the 
beneficiary his resignation. 

“You do realise." he said, 
“that if 1 do well in the first 
ballot, I'm not going to with¬ 
draw so you can take over 


nv after I've done all the hard 
he work?" It was the start of the 
rig collision between Redwood’s 
ul moral pride and Portillo's 
ri- resentment Redwood re~ 
d, turned to his room to await' his 
Ji- parliamentary supporters. 

If TTtese were tired, not espe- 
he ■ dally clever, middle-aged men 
m who despaired of a Tory 
victory. But that was not the 
to impression created by Red¬ 
ie- wood's first press conference 
irt in the Jubilee Room of the 
ne Commons that afternoon, 
be Redwood was strong, witty 

it and confident in a perfor- 

fl] mance that surprised many, 
id But with Billericays Teresa 
chris hah«s Gorman — who had 
not intended to hi¬ 
jack the event — and 
Tony Marlow stand¬ 
ing behind him, die 
image was that of a 
candidate in the 
pocket of Gorman’s 

hectic green dress 

and encased in 
Marlow’s Old Wel- 
lingtonian blazer. 
The impression was 
that of a coup 
launched by a group 
of dissident Latin 
American lieuten¬ 
ant-colonels who 
had just taken over 
the local airport. 

Midweek, Liiley 
decided not to resign. 
Redwood's cam¬ 
paign was stalling, 
and Major’s men 
were saying that a 
group of MPs would 
resign the whip if 
Redwood or Portillo 
were to become lead¬ 
er. It was character- 
i Gorman istic of Major to 
invoke at this stage 
tie the spectre of a general elee- 
th rion rather than commit him- 
a self to action through policy, 
si- Iconoclastic daring — to- 
ge gether with doctrinal raids on 
id his colleagues — was now a 
tit Redwood characteristic. So. 
he also, was isolation. He attrib- 
rit ured much of the ensuing 
ad demonisation to the No 10 
>e. briefing machine “They found 
iat no scandal attached to my 
u, name. There were no financial 
ig problems. I wasn't having 
he affairs. So they decided I 
wasn't human and that that 
id, was the way to brief against 
■st me. Bruce Anderson took me 
h- out to dinner and tried to get 
er me to talk about sex so he 


could report back to the Prime 
Minister and they would then 
get a hold over me." 

Some 89 MPs voted for 
Redwood, 218 for Major, and 
22 abstained or spoilt their 
ballot papers. Just over a third 


of the parliamentary party — 
111 MPs in all — had refusal to 
support Major. 

Had a few more divots of 
Ptrrti/Jo been less inclined to 
hide their heads in the sands 
of self-regarding, and ulti¬ 


mately futile, second-ballot 
calculation. Major would have 
gone by July 4. The moment at 
which Redwood's vote neared 
three figures or the total 
number of anti-Major votes 
reached 120 was the moment 
at which, on its own admis¬ 
sion. • the Major campaign 
would have had to capitulate 
and allow the party leader 
more time to fulfil his ambi¬ 
tion of building a second pond 
in his Huntingdon garden. 


•Extracted from Guilty Men 
by Hywel Wlilianu. £19.95, pub- 
' fished hvAurum Press on May 
IS. Times readers can buy the 
book for £17.95 by coiling The 
Times Bookshop on 0990134459 
or use the coupon on Page 41 


TOMORROW 


Hywel Williams on what 
Redwood really thought of 
Thatcher and Major 
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Service & Reliability Award 

PC Magazine, 1997 Survey 

■ 

Best Service Award 
PC Pro, 1997Survey 

■ 

Customer Service Award 

PC Plus 1997Annual Awards 

m 

Best On-Site Maintenance 
PCW1B97Surmy 
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Beet Server Award 

PC Direct His 1998 Survey 


Best Budget PC 

What PC? 1997Annual Awards 


Best Professional PC 
What PC? 1997Annual Awards 

"Dan can truly be said to 
be the best organisation 
at delivering excellence 
In customer satisfaction" 
PC Magazine. Aug 1997 
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after we move in?’ 
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fixed and variable interest rates ?" 
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Lloyd George 
and the coup 
that failed 


John Grigg recalls a letter 
to the Editor that made history 


E ighty years ago, on 
May 7,1918, The Times 
published one of the 
most sensational letters ever to 
appear in its correspondence 
column. While die British 
Army in France was barely 
emerging horn the desperate 
crisis caused by Ludendorifs 
onslaught m late March, Ma¬ 
jor-General Sir Frederick 
Maurice, until recently direc¬ 
tor of military operations at 
the War Office, wrote to chall¬ 
enge statements matte in Par¬ 
liament by the Prime Minis¬ 
ter. Lloyd George, and the 
Leader of the House of Com¬ 
mons, Bonar Law, his Tory 
coalition partner. 

Maurice’s letter concerned 
responsibility for lengthening 
the British line before the 
Germans attacked, and Brit¬ 
ish strength on the Western 
Front in 1918 compared with a 
year earlier. Nobody could 
doubt the letter's lethal intent. 
It clearly sought to pin the 
blame for the military crisis on 
Lloyd George. 

There was no question 
(Maurice insisted) of “a mili¬ 
tary conspiracy". His letter 
had been “seen try no soldier". 
He claimed to be "by descent 
and conviction as sincere a 
democrat as the Prime Minis¬ 
ter". His reason for writing 
was thar “a large number of 
soldiers" knew the statements 
quoted to be incorrect, and 
that this knowledge, breeding 
distrust of the Government, 
could only “end in impairing 
the splendid morale of our 
troops at a time when every¬ 
thing possible should be done 
to raise it". Though well aware 
thar he was breaking the rules, 
he felt he had to write “as a 
citizen". (The mention of his 
descent presumably referred 
to his grandfather, F. D. Mau¬ 
rice. eminent Victorian divine 
and social reformer.) 

Maurice was the faithful 
acolyte of General Sir William 
Robertson, who had been 
C1GS (chief of the army stafi) 
until February, when he was 
eased out by Uoyd George. In 
stria truth Robertson did not 
see Maurice’s letter before it 
was sent But he knew all 
about it and encouraged 
Maurice to write it. From what 
he said at the time, it is dear 
that he hoped die letter would 
bring Lloyd George down. 

Others were equally keen to 
topple Uoyd George, ranging 
from diehard Conservatives to 
the pacifist wing of the Labour 
Party, with the Asqulthian 
Liberals (about half of the 
party) in between. Asquith — 
though deeply resentful of 
being forced to make way for 
Uoyd George in December 
1916 — nevertheless led the 
Opposition with patriotic pas¬ 
sivity until the Maurice letter 
offered him a fatal temptation. 

The day the letter appeared 
Asquith asked a private notice 
question in Parliament, and 
Bonar Law offered a judicial 
inquiry to establish die facts, 
even inviting Asquith to nomi¬ 
nate two judges to carry it out 
Unwisely, Asquith turned the 
offer down, demanding in¬ 
stead a select committee of the 
House. A judicial inquiry (like 
the recent Scott tribunal) could 
have been very embarrassing, 
whereas the committee would 
have split on party lines. 

A debate was held on May 
9, and Uoyd George made the 
issue one of confidence in his 
coalition Government. Thai 


morning his own confidence 
must have been boosted by a 
report in The Times of a 
meeting of 1500 workers at 
Woolwich Arsenal, which sent 
him the message; “Hold fasti 
We are with you because you 
are the people's Prime Minis¬ 
ter and our symbol of victory 
... Your enemies are our 
enemies. Damn them all'" 

Asquith opened the debate 
with one of his least effective 
speeches. Lloyd George's reply 
was a virtuoso performance. 
He was scathing about Mau¬ 
rice's breach of discipline in 
the name of democracy: “Sup¬ 
posing a regimental officer 
had done this. After all. they 
have their own views about 
their superiors... They might 
even challenge the accuracy of 
statements made by their su¬ 
periors ... Are they to write to 
the papers and say, ‘Grave 
statements have been made. It 
is my duty, not as a soldier, 
but as a citizen, because I am a 
democrat, and because my 
grandfather was a democrat 
to forget the King's Regula¬ 
tions*? I wonder what would 
be said if a poor, ordinary 
soldier acted in that way!" 

Uoyd George said at the 
time (to a meeting of ministers) 
that he had been “caught out 
telling the truth". Butin fact he 
was extremely economical 
with h in his speech. The War 
Office figures that showed 
British strength on the West¬ 
ern Front higher in January 
1918 than in January 1917 were 
not the latest he had received. 
Figures presenting a different 
picture had been sent to Uoyd 
George on May 8. 

In an entry in Frances 
Stevenson’s diary, written in 
1934, there is the intriguing 
story of a box containing the 
new figures, which allegedly 
lay unopened until a few days 
after the debate. This (anyway 
implausible) story cannot 
weigh against the contempo¬ 
rary evidence that Uoyd 
George spoke in full know¬ 
ledge of die new figures, but 
chose not to mention them. 


H e acted ruthlessly, but 
his offence was, per¬ 
haps, rather less hei¬ 
nous than it might appear. He 
had some justification for be¬ 
lieving that all his enemies 
were ganging up on him. In 
fairness, Uoyd George's re¬ 
sponsibility for the initial mili¬ 
tary disaster in March 1918 
was limited, whereas his re¬ 
sponse to the ensuing crisis 
showed him at the very top of 
his form. There was no credi¬ 
ble alternative to his Govern¬ 
ment. or to himself as national 
leader. How can Maurice 
have seriously thought that 
the morale of British troops 
would benefit from the de¬ 
struction of Uoyd George? 

Fbr the Liberal Party the 
Maurice affair was calami¬ 
tous. The day after the debate 
The Times observed that, for 
the first time since the war 
began, opposition whips had 
acted as tellers in a division 
against the Government. Thus 
the rift between Uoyd Geor¬ 
gian and Asquithian Liberals 
was deepened and formalised. 
Many have seen the Maurice 
affair as the defining moment 
in the Liberals' long, though 
not permanent eclipse. 


John Grigg is an historian of 
The Times and biographer of 
Uoyd George. 
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“MR. LIVINGSTONE, I PRESUME ?” 


Knightsbridge speaks 


I have been canvassing again. 
My principle is a simple one; I 
am happy to canvass for any 
member of my family who is 
standing for election. This restarted 
in tiie early 1990s with my elder son, 
Thomas, who is a councillor in Bath 
and North East Somerset Last year, I 
went canvassing in Central Fife, 
when Jacob was standing as the very 
English Conservative and Unionist 
candidate against Henry McLeish. 
Now my wife, Gillian, is one of the 
two Conservative candidates fbr the 
Knightsbridge ward in today's West¬ 
minster City Council election- Her 
fellow candidate is John Cox. 

On Tuesday evening we canvassed 
Wilton Crescent, a group of 49 large 
late-Georgian houses between 
Knightsbridge and Belgrave Square. 
The whole property must be enor¬ 
mously valuable; from an estate 
agent's point of view it must be worth 
more than £100 million. Yet what 
impressed me was not the difference 
between the people of Wilton Cres¬ 
cent and those of Central Fife or of 
Chitton in North East Somerset, but 
their similarities. 

In an election period, most people 
like being canvassed. They feel it is a 
proper part of the political process, 
and that the canvassers are perform¬ 
ing a desirable social duty. That is 
true whether or not they support the 
party which is doing the canvassing. 
In Clutfion I have the added advan¬ 
tage that at every other house I run 
into someone whose grandmother 
knew my Aunt MoQie m the Wom¬ 
en's Institute, or whose great aunt 
changed my nappy. But the friendli¬ 
ness with which people greet political 
canvassers is much the same wherev¬ 
er one goes. The people of Glenrothes 
last year were just as friendly as the 
people of Wilton Crescent this year. 

I have been out canvassing since 
the 1929 election, when my mother 
tied two large blue rosettes to my 
pram, and took me to canvass 
Maynard Terrace in Clutlon; it was a 
Warwick Housing Development, 
named after the famous countess 
who was a mistress of King Edward 
VII. In those days canvassing was 
more robust My mother had a 
heated argument with an old miner. 
"How would you like your daughters 
to be raped by Bolshevik soldiers?” 
she asked. "Serve the bitches right” 
We do not engage in such elegant 
repartee in modem politics, even at 
Prime Minister’s Question Time 
As we went out John Cox said to 
me “Gillian is a brilliant canvasser.” 


Canvassing puts the humanity back 
into politics: even Belgravia tells us 
something about the state of the nation 


It is indeed true. Although Thomas 
and Jacob are good, and Veronica 
Cook, who canvassed Central Fife as 
Jacob's nanny, is excellent Gillian is 
tiie family's star performer. She was 
selected fbr the Knightsbridge ward 
only a couple of months ago. she 
already seems to know half the 
people there. She has worked in 
various Westminster charities for 30 
years. While we were only at No 3 
Wilton Crescent having started at 
No 1. a pretty girl came up to ask 
whether she was on the register. 
Gillian seemed immediately to know 
who she was. who he- parents were. 

and asked after her _ 

mother’s health. 

That is what good TT/7*/ 

canvassing is IJ/ //i 

about it puts the — 

humanity into iJ n/ir* 

politics. 

As a columnist I 

was delighted to — 

discover that I have 
a fair number of readers in Wilton 
Crescent there are readers in Clutton 
too, but in Central Fde they are still 
more likely to read The Scotsman. At 
one house the daughter said: "Are 
you the writer? Gosh, that’s wonder¬ 
ful ” 1 am sure that this happens to 
Matthew Parris all the time, but it 
does not often happen to me. I was 
naturally most gratified. 

- Gillian canvassed he Luxembourg 
Ambassador, who also lives in Wit- 
ton Crescent He is an the register for 
local elections as a citizen of the 
European Union. He quite properly 
explained that as an ambassador he 
did not fed he could tell us his voting 
preference. He said that he read my 
columns and knew what my opinions 
on Europe were. I did not regard that 
as a favourable sign. He seemed to be 
thinking of voting in the referendum 
on whether London should have a 
mayor, rather than make a partisan 
choice between the Cox/Rees-Mogg 
ticket and whoever may be standing 
on the other side. 

In Knightsbridge, there are plenty 
of opportunities to canvass celebri¬ 
ties. Gillian has canvassed Berrae 
Ecclestone, and was politely received 
by his receptionist; he was in a 


meeting. The receptionist did not 
know how he might be going to vote, 
so he was marked "D" for “doubtful" 
on the canvassing sheet Winston 
Churchill, who also has a lifetime of 
canvassing behind him. invited her 
in for a glass of champagne. Gillian’s 
normal rule is not to accept hospital¬ 
ity. as she wants to cover the ground, 
but she took the champagne. Winston 
went to Biafra for The Times 30 years 
ago, and is an old friend. 

She is standing in a rather wonder¬ 
ful ward. It includes tiie southern side 
of Hyde Park — not that there are 
many voters in the park — Imperial 

_ College, which has 

just overtaken Ox- 
• . ford as our second 

V7//7 university, the Roy- 

v al Colleges of Music 

k f\ /\/TfT and Art the Albert 

VjJ/yy Manorial and AL 

OO bert HalL tiie 

— Knightsbridge Bar¬ 

racks and tiie Hyde 
Park and Berkeley Hotels. By a 
strange whim of electoral bound¬ 
aries, her ward has tiie pavement 
opposite Harrods and the Harrods 
building on the south side of Trevor 
Square, but not the store itself. 

What does a canvass of Knights¬ 
bridge teU (Hie about these local 
elections? Little or nothing about the 
general political distribution. Wilton 
Crescent is going to vote Conserva¬ 
tive, which we knew already. Never¬ 
theless, some Knightsbridge attitudes 
are probably fairly typical of the 
country as a whole. There is real 
interest in local issues, but little 
immediate concern about national 
ones. The people of Knightsbridge 
are interested in parking, in the red 
route, in noise from restaurants late 
at night, in policing, in the council tax 
(a big plus for the Westminster 
Tories) and in the development of the 
Prudential site. They're not talking 
about Tony Blair, William Hague. 
Northern Ireland or even the euro. 

Westminster council has a reput¬ 
ation for providing good local ser¬ 
vices at low-cost in terms of the 
council tax. Nobody raises the Lady 
Porter issue. These good, low-cost 
services are provided by the execu¬ 


tives of the council who are, in my 
experience, well above the national 
average in quality. The councillors 
benefit from the efficiency and help¬ 
fulness of tiie council staff; they are 
entitled to do so. 

The issue that does get raised is 
that of a mayor for London, almost 
always in the negative sense. William 
Hague probably made a minor 
tactical mistake when he gave his 
backing to tiie idea. Everyone thinks 
that there will be a “yes" vote on 
Thursday, but Knightsbridge will 
have a fair number of "no” responses. 
Two criticisms are often made. The 
first is that the mayor will be a waste 
of money. The second is that the two 
candidates who have been most 
prominent so far. Lord Archer of 
Weston-super-Mare and Ken Living¬ 
stone. are “a pair of jokers". The 
whole proposal is described as “typi¬ 
cal of the Labour Party, superficially 
attractive but not thought through” 

One {tides up some odd pieces of 
information. Some of our fellow 
canvassers .have been helping in the 
neighbouring ward of St James’s. 
There are a number of electors who 
are registered as living at St James's 
Palace. The canvassers were refused 
admittance by the people who guard 
tiie palace. Thai surely is wrong. 
Canvassing is a legitimate part of the 
electoral process. This also happens 
in blocks of flats, where over-officious 
porters will not allow entry. 


K nightsbridge has made me 
feel that tiie Conservative 
support is more formidable 
than tiie polls are yet 
showing. This of course is Tory 
heartland, but I have canvassed 
heartlands before, Tory and Labour. 
When they are angry, they tell you, 
however politely they might do it 
The Tory heartland is not at 
present at all alert to politics. Insofar 
as it feels political al all, ft is about 
local issues. Even in Wilton Crescent 
these are not all rich people; there are 
many older people, worried by rising 
service charges and shortening 
leases; there are younger people, 
some still living with their parents. 
The young seem quite keen to vote, 
perhaps surprisingly so. The Tories 
of Knightsbridge remind me of Leo. 
the lion that George III kept in the 
Tower of London. Now Leo is asleep 
with his head between his paws, but 
in due course something will wake 
him — as the Countryside March 
showed — and Leo will show his teeth 
and roar. 


Book binds 


THE arms-to-Africa affair threatens to drag in that fashionable 
publishing house. Fourth Estate. As Robin Cook, the Foreign Secretary, 
announces an inquiry into claims that British diplomats sanctioned arms 
supplies to Sierra Leone, I learn that a director of the highbrow publisher 
is tied up in the tangled tale of weapons and mercenaries. Tony 
Buckingham, on the board of Fourth Estate, has dose working 
relationship with Lieutenant-Colonel Tim Spicer, head of Sandline 
International, the company in- 



jailed 30years ago this week for the 

murder of Jack “the hat ” McVitie, 
has put his life story into poetic 
form. Kray's words are being set to 
music by Tony Mortimer, former 
lead singer of East 17. Roberta, 
Reggies new missus, says: “He 
loves music and is a huge fan of 
Frank Sinatra .” Record com¬ 
panies are said to be queueing up 
to sell the album but, like Reggie, 
no release date has yet been set. 


former Hong Kong Governor says: 
“It is one of the very best places in 
the world for eating. I was very 
keen on a great knuckle of pork 
which our chef used to prepare for 
os. Not brilliant for the cholesterol, 
mind you. All the family loved Be¬ 
lting duck. Singapore noodles and 
steamed fish with ginger." But Pat¬ 
ten did not relish everything: he 
turned down the stomach lining of 
fish and cockerel sweetbread. 


volved in the affair. The Fourth 
Estate executive, who runs various 
businesses from the samepremises 
in Chelsea as Spicer, admits he has 
introduced clients to security out¬ 
fits-that work with the colonel. 

Customs officials are investigat¬ 
ing claims that Sandline shipped 
arms to Sierra Leone in breach of a 
United Nations arms embargo. 
Mercenaries from Spicers Sand¬ 
line and Executive Outcomes, a 
South African outfit, have fought 
together in Sierra Leone's internal 
conflict Buckingham says: “I did 
introduce Executive Outcomes into 
African countries that needed 
help." My tale about Fburth Estate 
will come as a surprise to its 
wordsmiths: the stable indudes 
Merlin Holland. Oscar Wilde's 



Mercenary boss: Spicer 


• THE Wee Frees are helping to 
stamp out sin on the Internet. After 
discovering that its evangelical 
Website was being used on the 
Sabbath, the Free Presbyterian 
Church of Scotland has found a 
way of closing it on a Sunday. 


Turkish delight 


Southgate last year have not stop¬ 
ped him behaving like an inter¬ 
national statesman. The former 
Tory MP barrelled off a plane in 
Istanbul at the weekend until a 
Channel 4 camera crew in tow. 

POrtillo, who was gathering foot¬ 
age for his documentary on the 
history of the conservative Party, 
headed for a speechfestan Europe, 
attended by luminaries such as the 
Crown Prince of Jordan, the Presi¬ 
dent of Turkey and the German 
Defence Minister. As he sidled 
round the conference, I am told his. 
pet cameraman leapt into action 
every time the resung politician 
bumped into a dignitary. A chum 
of mine said: “If you hadn't known 
better, you might have thought he 
was the British PM." 


Pork out 


NOW we know why the Chinese 
called Chris Patten Fat Pang. The 


dictated The Diving Bell by batting MICHAEL PORTILLO'S political 
his eyelids, and Barbara Victor, career may be in the doldrums but 
author of A Passion for Peace. his little local difficulties in Enfield 


• REGGIE KRAY is to release the 
first authentic gangster rap 
record. The East End hoodlum. 



• HAS the standing of the Church 
of England really stumped this 
low? A visit by the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr George Carey, to 
lead prayer? at assembly at Ul- 
cornbe School in Kent next June 
makes only the ninth entry in the 
headmaster’s bulletin. Higher pri¬ 
orities seem to be cricket coaching, 
the PTA and PE bags. 



Random choice 


Track record: Behr 


HOW does the London School of 
Economics choose its director? 
“The governors retire to the Athe¬ 
naeum with Who's Who and flick 
through It until they find someone 
agreeable," says a large mortar¬ 
board. I hope the current incum- 
beot, Professor Anthony Giddens, 
is suitably impressed. 


Gangster rap: Kray 


• DANIBEHR has a new distrac¬ 
tion from Les Ferdinand: go-kart¬ 


ing. The televisual presenter, who 
achieved fame with The Word, ac¬ 
quired her taste for hot rubber 
when she joined Brad Pitt. Tom 
Cruise and Antonio Banderas for 
a Jew laps. *7 was hooked immed¬ 
iately,” says Dani, who has taken 
shares in a Milton Keynes kart 
track. “Its great to blow away the 
cobwebs, put your foot down and 
not get chased by the police.” 


Edwajrd Welsh 






Return 
of the 
Jacobites 


Magnus Unkiater 

on the Stuarts 9 
youngest pretender 


I t is. of course, coincidence, but 
somehow appropriate. Just as the 
latest opinion polls show Scottish 
Nationalists pulling ahead of labour 
for tiie first time, a claimant has 
emerged to tiie vacant throne of 
Scotland: the House of Stuart is 
making a comeback. His Royal 
Highness Prince Michael of Albany, 
self-proclaimed descendant of 
Charles Edward Stuart, the Young 
Pretender, this month brings out a 
massive work of genealogy setting 
out his case to be considered the 
legitimate king of an independent 
Scotland — should it want ane. 

The Jacobites are nothing if not 
persistent. Their sense of grievance at 
being ousted from the monarchy 300 
odd years ago still persists; it runs 
through the 500 pages of this latest 
book, optimistically entitled The For¬ 
gotten Monarchy of Scotland, and it 
is as scornful towards the modem 
House of Windsor as it ever was 
towards the Hanoverians. The fact 
that the Stuarts (the author spells it 
“Stewarts") were a distinctly unsatis¬ 
factory, arrogant and indecisive dy¬ 
nasty. and thar they virtually 
surrendered the throne to William of 
Orange in 1688, does not seem to 
trouble them. Prince Michael argues 
that it is the present Royal Family 
who are the pretenders, while he is 
heir to a genuine royal line which Ik 
can trace back through Bonnie Prince 
Charlie to Mary Queen of Scots and 
Robert the Bruce. What is more it is 
he who represents "the people's 
monarchy", not the present lot 
Once such claims would have 
made a British Government shudder. 
In the years after the defeat of the last 
Jacobite rebellion in 1746. a perma¬ 
nent watch was kept on the exiled 
Stuarts in Rome to ensure that they 
did not produce a legitimate heir. 
When the last of than — Prince 
Charles’s brother, Henry. Cardinal 
Duke of York — died childless, a sigh 
of relief went round Whitehall. 
Today, all that remains to commemo¬ 
rate the family is a fine monument by 
Canova in Rome, and a plaque to 
Cardinal Henry which reads: “In 
him in tiie year 1807 the Stuart 
dynasty became extinct” 

None of that has entirely stifled 
interest There is a discreet charm 
about the lost cause of Jacobitism 
which continues to attract us. It may 
simply be the romance of the "king 
across the water", dim memories of a 
r brave but doomed rebellion, or 
1 perhaps the notion that we lost a 
creative monarchy which brought a 
little colour to our lives. In the place of 
tiie Stuarts, we were given a long line 
of dour and unimaginative Georges. 
In Edinburgh, where the dullest 
streets and statues are named after 
Hanoverians, there is scarcely a whiff 
of Stuartry. A recent plan to erect a 
statue of Bonnie Prince Charlie was 
sternly rejected. And yet the city's 
creative institutions, such as the 
Royal Society of Edinburgh, College 
of Physicians, Advocates’ Library, 
and even the game of golf, all trace 
their origins back to the Stuarts, 
under whom they flourished. 

It is still possible to distinguish 
figures in public life whose tenden¬ 
cies are Jacobite rather than Whig. In 
Scotland, the new Governor of the 
Bank of Scotland, Sir Alistair Grant 
is a seif-confessed Jacobite, as is Sir 
Angus Grossart of the Noble 
Grossart merchant bank. Among our 
politicians I would unhesitatingly 
classify Chris Smith and Peter 
Mandelson as Jacobites and. with 
equal certainty, call Gordon Brown 
and Donald Dewar Whigs. I doubt if 
the present Scottish Nationalists, 
who are keener to establish then- 
economic credentials than lay claim 
to lost causes of the past are closet 
Jacobites, but they should consider 
signing up. It might at least introduce 
a little romance into their lives. 

I fear, however, that Prince Mich¬ 
ael will have an uphill task in proving 
his credentials. A former insurance 
broker, who once worked in a tartan 
giftshop, he traces his descent 
through what he claims was a secret 
marriage between Charles Edward 
Stuart and one Marguerite de 
Massiflaru this produced a son. 
Prince Edward James, who was 
brought up in Sardinia, far from the 
vengeful George III. Alas, it scans 
that all the papers which might 
support this theory were destroyed by 
the British Government or are 
buried in a Vatican vault 


M ost historians seem satis¬ 
fied that Charles was mar¬ 
ried only once — to Louise. 
Pnnoess of Stolberg. a match that 
produced no heir. He did have a 
daughter by Clementina 
Walkinshaw, whom he met during 
his campaign in Scotland, but her 
legitimacy, though ratified by the 
Pope, is a matter of dispute. In any 
event she had no legitimate children. 
But that has never been enough to 
deter claimants. 

This youngest pretender will have 
a tough battle to convince the Lord 
Lyon King of Arms of his claim. So 
far his office has received no direct 
representation, and, from what he 
has heard, there are some dates that 
will need dose scrutiny if the heir-in- 
waiting is to make any headway. He 
is, however, a little disconcerted to 
learn that the Foreign Office has 
agreed that Prince Michael should be 
aflmved to describe himself as 
HKH" on his new passport Perhaps 
mey know something we don't. 
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DEFENCE of the realm 

Blair must face the dangers to the nation 



* 
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SS Sd e ta n S Tony Blair 

than a consolation prize fa!?!h ^ ra0 i, re 
laid the foundationffa? fc n "PS ™ ho 

agreement The former ^PriSS°M^ day 
found a nuVii.v. n IDer rrime Minister 

rsE'S'iiSKssass 

underpm effectively foe 
ment then it requires the suppxK SStS 
a majority of Northern IreWs jX^bS 
S? .^-P^^nion co^ty! 

sympathies, whkh 
of P°P ula nty for him in 
S ' h ™ * e rest of the 

^X.^ 8d0m ; should hel P to secure 
broader consent for the agreement But a 

thTn^riPr? 1 ^ ay 22 fa only ^t® ^t step in 
me modernisation and defence of a United 

Kmgdom ujose existence is under threat 
uoti more than militant Irish natio nal is m 
There are practical steps which need to be 
taken in Ulster, and political positions which 
should be occupied elsewhere in order to 
frustrate those advocating the break-up of 
Britain. There is real disquiet in Northern 
Ireland that Sinn Fein politicians could 
under the planned power-sharing arrange¬ 
ments, become ministers in a new Northern 
Ireland executive while their IRA comrades 
remain armed in the field. The IRA’s 
insistence last week that it would not 
decommission its arms and its statement 
this week that Sinn Fein politicians should 
participate in any future assembly is a clear 
indication of its intent to subvert from 
within. The IRA must not be allowed to. 


In Annex A of the Stormont agreement 
there is a requirement placed upon individ¬ 
uals Who wish to hold office in any new 
administration that they must pledge 
“commitment to non-violence and exclu¬ 
sively democratic means”. The Prime Min¬ 
ister re-affirmed the importance of that 
pledge in the House yesterday. In the 


legislation which will give effect to the 
agreement a verification clause should be 
inserted which allows a Committee of the 
Privy Council to vet those who might hold 
elected office in the Northern Ireland 
administration. They should be required to 
show that they are not linked to proscribed 
organisations currently engaged in any 
form of violence, intimidation or punish¬ 
ment. Any prevarication should mean 
automatic exclusion from executive office. 

Legislation is. however, only one of the 
weapons at the Prime Minister’s disposal. 
He should use his current political authority 
to begun mounting a sophisticated, modem 
and dignified defence of the benefits which 
the Union has brought all its constituent 
parts. The rise of the Scottish National Party 
this year, to the point where it now outruns 
Labour in Scotland, emphasises one of the 
dangers of devolution. Politics in the 
devolved assemblies looks set to become a 
struggle not between Left and Right but 
between nationalist forces and those 
committed to maintaining the United King¬ 
dom. The ideological divide in Ulster looks 
set to become the defining cleavage else¬ 
where, although without the shadow of 
violence. Labour, with significant swaths of 
its support and much of its talent in Scotland 
and Wales, has as much interest in fighting 
Celtic nationalism as any follower of David 
Trimble: and significantly more interest 
than a Tory party openly flirting with 
English nationalism. 

From the London mayoral candidates' 
attempt to claw money back from the rest of 
the UK for an already fortunate capital, to 
the growing popularity of an English 
parliament on the Tory benches, the appeal 
of St George secessionism is growing. If the 
forces swelling to buffet the Union are to be 
stilled, then Mb' Blair must make new allies 
and new arguments. Otherwise the ground 
may be cut from underneath new Labour. 


THE BUCK STOPS WHERE? 


Neither Albright nor Clinton is running US foreign policy 


On Tuesday Bill Clinton took the opportu¬ 
nity of a public address to talk about the 
basic principles of American foreign policy. 
With an eye firmly placed on Congress, he 
declared that “American leadership in the 
world remains indispensable”. He argued 
that a superpower could not “lead in fits and 
starts or only what we believe that it suits 
our short-term interests". These are splendid 
sentiments. The President is right and 
Capitol Hill is currently wrong, on foe need 
to provide additional American resources to 
the International Monetary Fluid and repay 
outstanding dues to the United Nations. Mr 
Clinton’s call, though, would have more 
impact in Washington and the wider world 
if his actions and words on these issues 
appeared to be rather more closely related. 

On the same day, the current defects of 
American foreign policy were on full display 
in London. Madeleine Albright took centre 
stage but clearly lacked any real mandate or 
. delegated authority from the White House. 
V The Secretary of State has displayed an 
intense interest in the affairs of Central and 
Eastern Europe but little intimacy or special 
concern with the complexities of the Middle 
East or East Asia. This did not prevent Ms 
Albright from considering unilateral ul¬ 
timatums. The talks between Yassir Arafat 
and Binyamin Netanyahu were salvaged 
from completely unnecessary collapse by the 
belated intervention of Mr Clinton, appar¬ 
ently at the behest of Tony Blair. It remains 
to be seen what form any further discussions 
in Washington next week will take. 

These differences are not in themselves 
that exceptional. There has long been a 
struggle for control of America’s inter¬ 
national outlook within Administrations as 
well as between the executive branch and 
It Congress. Certain Presidents, John F. Ken¬ 
nedy and Richard Nixon, have deliberately 
chosen to constrain their Secretaries of State 
so that they themselves could determine 


policy from the Oval Office. In other cases, a 
National Security Adviser (such as Henry 
Kissinger) or a Secretary of Defence (Caspar 
Weinberger), or even Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff (Colin Powell) have exercised 
unusual influence on strategy. As long as 
friend and foe know where real political 
authority rests, such arrangements may 
seem strange but are perfectly practical 

The present situation appears rather more 
confusing. The President has been eager to 
undertake overseas tours but bis personal 
involvement in matters of detail remains 
sporadic. Ms Albright has driven American 
policy only on Nato expansion and the 
farmer Yugoslavia. William Cohen, Sec¬ 
retary of Defence, and Sandy Berger, the 
National Security Adviser, have barely been 
seen since a disastrous “town meeting" 
television performance three months ago 
when America's stand against Iraq was 
ripped to shreds by college students. The 
President could not even appear to defend 
his own position for fear of questioning on 
sexual scandal. Almost by default, Robert 
Rubin, the Treasury Secretary, has emerged 
as the most serious US foreign policy figure. 

The importance of this uncertainty will 
became apparent shortly. Mr Clinton has 
attempted to entice Mr Netanyahu into 
territorial concessions with the carrot of a 
swift move towards final status talks under 
American oversight. This would be a vital 
but delicate and time-consuming operation. 
The Israeli Prime Minister is entitled to ask 
exactly who within the Administration will 
assume what responsibilities over what 
duration. There is not much evidence that 
Mr Clinton now intends to emulate Jimmy 
Carter's efforts at Camp David 20 years ago. 
Ms Albright would not be qualified for such 
a venture. Harry Truman memorably said 
of his desk that “the buck stops here”. It is 
not obvious whether the buck stops any¬ 
where in Washington at the moment 
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A sound balance on the roads should be respected 
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leave moderate drinkers alone. The Prime 
Minister is concerned not just about the 
effect on rural pubs but the alienation of law- 
abiding drivers who would greatly resent 
having their social lives ruined by what is 
already perceived as a bossy Government. 

Moreover, Mr Prescott is likely to take 
quite savage action against motorists on 
other fronts in his forthcoming transport 
White Paper; and the pain will be exploited 
by the Tories, who are positioning them¬ 
selves as the party of the car. Most motorists 
understand that in the cause of reducing 
congestion, they may reluctantly have to 
accept higher petrol prices, taxes on com¬ 
pany car parks or road tolls. But these are all 
designed to make daytime driving manage¬ 
able. If the Government were to assault 
these drivers at night too, when traffic is 
light, their patience would wear thin. 

At the moment the balance between risk 
and reward on the roads seems remarkably 
sound. Britain has fewer drink-related 
deaths than any other European country; 
fewer even than Sweden, whose drink- 
driving limit is just 20mg. Respect for the 
law and for the police is high. A combination 
of socially acceptable limits and strict 
enforcement has produced an outcome of 
which any other country would be proud. 
Mr Blair is sensible not to tip it awiy. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

2 Pennington Street London El 9XN Telephone 0171-782 5000 


Arguments on Reginald Kray’s continued incarceration 


From Mr Trevor Linn 

Sir. As the solicitor acting for Regi¬ 
nald Kray. I am aware that on April 1 
the Home Secretary informed him by 
letter that the Parole Board had not re¬ 
commended either his release or 
transfer to an open prison, and that he 
had decided to follow these recom¬ 
mendations. 

The reasons given by the Parole 
Board were that Mr Kray had only re¬ 
cently become a low-risk "category C” 
prisoner and had resisted this change 
or status; that he had failed to refrain 
from drinking alcohol in prison; that 
there were concerns that he was 
"manipulative and devious”; and that 
he had failed to complete "relevant of¬ 
fending behaviour work” or to under¬ 
take a full psychological assessment. 

These reasons are factually incor¬ 
rect In reality Mr Kray is unable to 
resist any prison transfer as that is a 
matter solely within the remit of the 
Prison Service; he has no disciplinary 
findings recorded against him in re¬ 
spect of alcohol.' he has indicated a 
willingness to complete any course or 
work required of him. despite the view 
of many Prison Service professionals 
that such work is otiose; and he was 
assessed by two psychiatrists and two 
psychologists specifically for the pur¬ 
poses of this parole review. The con¬ 
cerns that Mr Kray was manipulative 
and devious were made without any 
basis in evidence. 

The real reasons for Mr Kray’s con¬ 
tinued incarceration are far simpler. 
First his progress through the var¬ 
ious seamty categories has been arti¬ 
ficially slow. It is quite remarkable 
that it took the Prison Service 29 years 


before he was placed in category C 
conditions, and his resistance 
amounted to expressions of preference 
as to which prison he be transferred 

The second reason Mr Kray re¬ 
mains locked up is that the Home Sec¬ 
retary cannot order his release until 
the Parole Board recommends it. The 
Parole Board only considers such 
cases on a referral by the Home Secre¬ 
tary. In Mr Kray's case the Home Sec¬ 
retary specifically did not ask the 
board to consider release, only recate¬ 
gorisation. 

This unfortunate circularity has 
been used by Jack Straw as a device to 
avoid taking any decision on one of 
this country’s highest-profile prison¬ 
ers. As Mr Steven Berkoff eloquently 
argues in his letter (May 5). it leaves a 
64-year-old man who has completed 
one of the longest tariff periods in Brit¬ 
ish legal history, and whom psychia¬ 
trists and psychologists assess as 
being of negligible risk to the com¬ 
munity. incarcerated fndefinitely. 

Yours faithfully, 

TREVOR UNN. 

Linn & Associates (solicitors). 

Haven House. Albemarle Street, 
Harwich. Essex C012 4HJ. 

MayS. 

From Mr Julian Ellis 

Sir, Like Mr Steven Berkoff, I have 
not seen the parole files of Mr Regi¬ 
nald Kray, and I only know what 1 
have read in the press. 

Having seen the parole system from 
within. 1 have faith in its effectiveness. 
In 12 years on the board of visitors at 
HM Prison, Nottingham. I am only 
aware of one case at this establish¬ 


ment where the board, with access to 
the papers, has responded to a prison¬ 
er's complaint of unfair treatment by 
the Parole Board by making represen¬ 
tations to them on behalf of the pris¬ 
oner about their decision. As a past 
chairman of the Association of Mem¬ 
bers of Boards of Visitors (1991-94), I 
know of many discussions about al¬ 
leged unfair treatment, but fairness of 
parole decisions never seems to be an 
issue. 

When the Parole Board recom¬ 
mends release from custody during a 
life sentence for murder this has to be 
approved by the Home Secretary. 
This places the Home Secretary in an 
unenviable position, particularly with 
regard to notorious cases. He has to 
make a decision based on all the infor¬ 
mation, yet balance it with political 
pressures, mainly arising from the 
media, which will have only selected 
facts. The sometimes remarkable 
changes to the offender's attitudes 
during the sentence may be ignored. 

The Home Secretary's involvement 
was studied by the Home Affairs 
Select Committee in 1995, but Parlia¬ 
ment has not yet acted upon the com¬ 
mittee's important recommendation 
to take the decision away from him 
and make the parole system in these 
notorious cases more obviously fair. 
Maybe it is time it did. 

Yours sincerely. 

JULIAN ELLIS 
(Chairman), 

Board of Visitors, 

HM Prison, Nottingham, 

112 Fterry Road, 

Nottingham NG5 SAG. 

MayS. 


Scrutiny of Bills 

From Lord Higgins 

Sir. The number of ways in which the 
Prime Minister and the Government 
treat Parliament with contempt in¬ 
creases from day to day. 

Government by regulations, in¬ 
stead of by primary legislation which 
can be examined in deoil, has become 
the hallmark of Labour Government 
But the way in which the central fea¬ 
ture of the Chancellor’s Budget has 
been put before Parliament breaks 
new ground. 

His proposals to change national 
insurance contributions and benefits 
has been introduced not in the fi¬ 
nance Bill, notin a separate Social Se¬ 
curity Bfl], but in the House of Lords 
by amendment to a Social Security 
BUI which has already gone through 
the House of Commons. 

So a major Budget proposal will 
have no scrutiny in the House of Com¬ 
mons in committee or at report stage; 
and debate in the House of Lords has 
been severely limited because the 
amendments were introduced after 
tiie committee stage there. 

Evidently the Government now 
considers Parliament lucky to have 
any opportunity to scrutinise mea¬ 
sures costing over £25 bfllfon. 

Yours faithfully, 

HIGGINS 

(Opposition Spokesman on 
Social Security). 

House of Lords. 

May 6. 


Japan’s former PoWs 

From Mr W. D. Christopher 

Sir. I read Mrs Gill Wilkinson's letter 
(May 5) with some sadness. I am also 
the child of a former P0W of the Japa¬ 
nese who is no longer alive to see and 
read of the anger which surrounds the 
forthcoming visit of the Emperor. 

My father brought back from Thai¬ 
land a personal but very private hat¬ 
red of the Japanese which he acknow¬ 
ledged was his own affair. Are we, the 
next generation, to perpetuate this de¬ 
structive bitterness? Should we mate 
our own children and grandchildren 
to adopt the same attitude? 

No form of words from those now in 
power in Japan will right any wrongs, 
particularly if uttered through politi¬ 
cal expediency. No money wifi proper¬ 
ly compensate those who suffered and 
are still alive. What of those now dead, 
in many cases whose lives were cur¬ 
tailed by their suffering? 

International relations are plagued 
by inherited animosities which do 
nothing for the wellbeing of mankind. 
The time has surely come for us to 
look forward rather than back. We 
should show courtesy and respect to 
the head of a nation whose future and 
prosperity are in many ways linked to 
ours. 

Yours faithfully. 

WILLIAM CHRISTOPHER, 
Stonecroft, 19 Richmond Road. 
Sherborne, Dorset DT9 3HL. 

May 5. 


Cost to NHS of negligence litigation 


From Dr Gary Slapper 

Sir. In lamenting the huge cost of liti¬ 
gation to the National Health Service. 
Frank Dobson is quoted as stating 
that "the best place for a lawyer in the 
NHS is on the operating table, not 
sliding around causing trouble for 
other people” (report. April 30). 

It is inappropriate for Mr Dobson 
to account for the steep rise in the an¬ 
nual cost of litigation against tiie NHS 
by blaming lawyers. Society does not, 
after all. blame dentists for demo- 
graphically worsening tooth decay, or 
firemen for proliferating arson. 

Cases against the NHS will succeed 
or be settled only where there is strong 
evidence to suggest a departure from 
standards of reasonable care. No doc¬ 
tor, nurse or health service manager is 
legally required to practise to tiie 
highest standards currently known, 
just those that are reasonable. 

Patients’ misunderstandings about 
what medicine can achieve are a very 
small part of the problem. If Mr Dob¬ 
son is anxious about the growth of 
legal actions, it would be sensible for 
him to focus upon the underlying 
causes of things going seriously 
wrong, such as diminishing resources 
measured against need, unacceptable 
and rising stress on practitioners and 
a funding system which rewards ex¬ 
cellent research at the expense of clini¬ 
cal training. 

Yours faithfully, 

GARY SLAPPER 

(Director of the Law Programme), 

The Open University, 

Briggs Building, 

Walton Hall. 

Milton Keynes MK7 6AA. 

May 1. 

From Mr Gerald Fun netl 

Sir, It is very kind of Mr Dobson to 
suggest that when my surgeon re¬ 
moves my right eye when he was sup¬ 
posed to be operating on my left big 


toe I should accept the disability caus¬ 
ed to me and not consult my solicitor 
to claim for damages. 

Why should a doaor or surgeon not 
be sued fix' damages if they are negli¬ 
gent? Everybody else is responsible 
for the consequences of a negligent act 
— even Mr Dobson. 

Yours faithfully. 

G. P. FUNNELL 
(Solicitor), 

6 The Courtyard, linton Road. 
Hastings. East Sussex TN34ITR. 
May 1. 

From Mr Michael Williams 

Sir, The belief that if something goes 
wrong there must be someone to sue 
has been increasing for some time. A 
variant on this theme, where the pro¬ 
fessions are concerned, is: “They are 
all insured — it is only an insurance 
company that is paying," a view that 
seems to have found favour even with 
some judges. 

Frank Dobson complains about 
ambulancechasing lawyers and tiie 
costs of claims against tiie NHS. He 
should seek an early meeting with the 
Lord Chancellor -to oppose the Jailer's 
plan to use contingency-fee arrange¬ 
ments to replace large parts of the 
legal aid system. Such arrangements 
encourage precisely the sort of law¬ 
yers to whom Mr Dobson objects at 
the expense of the rest of us, and will 
lead to further Americanisation of 
attitudes. 

1 cannot, of course; advise on the ex¬ 
tent to which the Lord Chancellor may 
be covered by insurance against 
claims from Mr Dobson. 

Yours sincerely, 

MICHAEL W1DLIAMS. 

Cooper Sons Hartley and Williams 
(Solicitors). 

25 Market Street 
Chape!-en-le-Frith, 

High Peak. Derbyshire SK23 OHS. 
May 1. 


Conserving bluebells 

From Dr I. F. G. McLean 

Sir, In his article. “Precious or just a 
weed?” (Weekend, April 25), Stephen 
Anderton shows some scepticism re¬ 
garding increased legal protection for 
Die bluebell, although he concludes 
that prohibiting the sale of wild blue¬ 
bells is "not before time". This was 
also the conclusion of the statutory 
conservation agencies and their con- 
sultees — hence the new species pro¬ 
tection measures implemented under 
the quinquennial review of the Wild¬ 
life and Countryside Act 1981. 

Many gardeners would surely rel¬ 
ish having bluebells in such abun¬ 
dance that they could be considered as 
weeds (usually defined as plants in the 
wrong places). Sadly, although blue¬ 
bells are still widespread and com¬ 
mon in many parts of Britain, habitat 
loss and change have taken their toil, 
as with many other formerly common 


plants and animals. 

Because we are thought to have 
abour a fifth of the world population of 
bluebells in Britain, we have an addi¬ 
tional international obligation to en¬ 
sure that we maintain this lovely plant 
as a common and characteristic spe¬ 
cies throughout its native range. 

For those taking a springtime walk 
in the country, woods wifo a sparse 
scatter of bulbs will be no substitute 
for tiie former “carpets". Mr Antler- 
ton's excellent concept of gardeners 
helping each other out by exchanging 
cultivated stock could do much to 
reduce demand for illegally gathered 
wild bluebells. 

Yours sincerely. 

IAN McLEAN 
(Head of Species Advice), 

Joint Nature Conservation 
Committee. 

Mankstone House. 

City Road, Peterborough PEI UY. 
April 30. 


Period pieces 

From Mr Dudley Kent 

Sir, Three BBC productions of David 
Copperfield and they propose to 
spend £4 million on yet another (re¬ 
port, April 27). 

Good period drama does not date in 
the way that old sitcoms do, so why 
not open up the vaults and let us see 
these treasures? In this way viewers 
might have a treat whilst the BBC 
would be saving scarce (we are told) 
resources. 

Yours, 

DUDLEY KENT, 

Long Mynd, Upper Station Road, 
Henfield, West Sussex BN5 9PH. 

, May 3. 


Bormann’s skull 

From MrJ. A. G. Nicoll 

Sir, On learning that DNA testing has 
proved bones dug up in Berlin in 1972 
were the remains of Hitler's hench¬ 
man, Martin Bormann (report May 
4). I telephoned Lord Dacre of Glan- 
ton to congratulate him on the con¬ 
firmation of the eyewitness report he 
quoted in his book. The Last Days of 
Hitler (published 1947). 

As a public relations officer in die 
Control Commission for Germany, 1 
was able to give Lord Dacre (then 
Hugh Trevor-Roper) some minor help 
as he researched that book and was 
much impressed with his meticulous 
and painstaking persistence in tracing 


and crass-questioning eyewitnesses. 
Years later, as deputy foreign editor of 
the Daily Express. I tried in vain to 
stop the paper publishing author Lad- 
islas Paragon Story that Bormann had 
been found alive in South America. 

Yours etc, 

JAMES NICOLL. 

24 Mfie House Close, 

St Albans, Hertfordshire AU TTD. 
MayS. 
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Composer fears a 
‘culture in ruins’ 

From Mr John Tavener 

Sir. First the Abbey's organist (letters. 
April 24.2S, 30. May 2). now the Ab¬ 
bey’s greatest adopted musician and 
composer—Handel (report, April 30). 
Both are threatened in different ways. 

If England is not bent on commit¬ 
ting mass suicide then ir must think 
very carefully on both scores; on turn¬ 
ing Handel's house, where he com¬ 
posed Messiah, into a mean-spirited 
little museum above a commonplace 
commercial shop and failing to em¬ 
brace the visionary concept of the 
founders of the Handel House Trust. 
Stanley and Julie Sadie, for a living 
museum, concert hall and music cen¬ 
tre; and on sacking Martin Neary. ar¬ 
guably the finest church musician and 
choral conductor in England. 

Music is the Anglican Church’s 
greatest adornment, one might say its 
only adornment, in the present cli¬ 
mate. which again and again presente 
itself as a culture in ruins. 

Christ is risenl 
JOHN TAVENER. 

Pigadaki. 

Lefkandi, Evia, Greece 34002. 

May 1. 


Diana fountain 

From Lord Kennet 

Sir, Sir William Whitfield is to be con¬ 
gratulated on launching foe idea of a 
300ft single-jet fountain in the Round 
Pond as a memorial to Princess Diana 
(Weekend, April 25). This is a grand 
idea: it will help to wash dean foe fil¬ 
thy air of London. Model-yacht racing 
could continue on Sunday mornings, 
with the fountain turned off. 

But even more important, it would 
prevent the concentration of the ex¬ 
pected large numbers: h would be vis¬ 
ible from all over the park and would 
go on being visible as you walk quite 
long distances. It would actually be — 
glorious prospect — sustainable. 

It would also get rid of the problem 
of great crowds trampling in through 
one gate, whether the one in front of 
Kensington Palace from Kensington 
Gore, or — an idea which seems to be 
finding favour, if only south of the 
park — the one at the north end of the 
Broad Walk, which is about five times 
as far from foe proposed garden site. 
To the fountain, people could come 
from every direction. 

Yours etc, 

KENNET. 

House of Lords. 

May 1. 


Sick as a parrot 

From Mr Fraser Mathews 

Sir, I see that television executives are 
going to provide “female-orientated” 
programmes during the World Cup 
(report. May I). What are they going 
to provide for those men who view 160 
hours of live football with absolute 
horror? 

Yours faithfully, 

FRASER D. MATHEWS. 

18 Grasmere Road, 

Purtey. Surrey CR8IDU. 

fraser.a083018fo@infotrnde.co.uk 

May]. 


Yes or No? 

From Mr Melyyn Roffe 

Sir, I was interested to read your re¬ 
port today an foe sensible new instruc¬ 
tions to returning officers regarding 
the interpretation of what is a spoilt 
ballot paper in the forthcoming 
referendum on a mayor for London. 

Our experience in the Welsh re¬ 
ferendum was of widespread confu¬ 
sion in foe polling booth and the con¬ 
sequent high proportion of spoilt 
papers caused by the wording of the 
question on the paper. Two cam¬ 
paigns spent many weeks and many 
thousands of pounds persuading elec¬ 
tors to vote either Yes or No. only to 
find that those words did not actually 
appear on the ballot paper. 

More care in drafting referendum 
questions will be required if referen- 
dums are to become an increasingly 
frequent feature of our political life. 

Yours faithfully, 

M. W. ROFFE 

(Chairman, Monmouth Constituency 
liberal Democrats), 

Little White House. 

Newcastle. Monmouth NP5 4NF. 
mwr@monmouth.monnisch.uk 
May 6. 

From Ms Ann Rachlin 
Sir. If the Government permits smiley 
faces and defaced ballot papers in the 
London referendum, will it be all right 
if 1 complete my income tax return 
with frowning faces — or the census 
form with wiggly lines? 

Who gave permission for this non¬ 
sense? Was there a vote? What hap¬ 
pened to democracy? 

Yours faithfully, 

ANN RACHLIN, 

2 Queensmead, 

St John’s Wood Park, NWS 6RE. 

May 6. 

From Mr Gavin Littaur 

Sir, I am confused. If Yes in the No 
box will count as No, why will No in 
foe Yes bew not count as Yes? Alterna¬ 
tively, if No in the Yes box will count 
as No. why will Yes in the No box not 
count as Yes? 

Yours faithfully, 

GAVIN UTTAUR. 

54a The Drive. NWll 9TL. 

May 6. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


BUCKINGHAM PALACE 
May tr. Sir Wiwa Korowi was 
received by The Queen this morning 
upon relinquishing his appointment 
as Govemor-GeneraJ of the Indepen¬ 
dent State of Papua New Guinea. 

Lady Korowi was also received by 
Her Majesty. 

His Excellency Professor 
Volodymyr Vassylenko was received 
in audience by The Queen and 
presented the Letters of Recall of his 
predecessor and his own Letters of 
Credence as Ambassador from 
Ukraiffi to the Court of St Jameses. 

Mrs Vassylenko was also received 
by Her Majesty. 

Mr John Shepherd (Deputy Under¬ 
secretary. Foreign and Common¬ 
wealth Office) was present. 

Major General fWer Amison was 
received in audience by The Queen 
and kissed hands upon his appoint¬ 
ment as Governor of Queens iand. 

Mrs Amison was also received by 
Her Majesty. 

The Governor-General of New 
Zealand and Lady Hardie Boys were 


invited to Lunch with the Queen. 

The Duke or Edinburgh. Honorary 
Life Member. Royal Association of 
British Dairy Fanners, this morning 
presented The Prince Philip Award 
for 1997 and Certificates of Merit for 
Research and Development in the 
Field of Dairy Farming, at Bucking¬ 
ham Palace. 

His Royal Highness. Patron, this 
evening attended a Reception for the 
Air League at St James’s Palace. 

Mr Peter Nelson (Deputy Lieuten¬ 
ant of West Sussex) was present at 
Gatwick Airport. London, this morn¬ 
ing upon the Arrival of the Governor- 
General of Antigua and Barbuda and 
Lady Carlisle and welcomed Their 
Excellencies on behalf of Her 
Majesty. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
May fc The Prince of Wales this 
morning held a Reunion and Lunch 
for past delegates of the Business and 
the Environment Programme. 

His Royal Highness. Patron, 
Gloucester Cathedral q 00 Year Fund, 
this aftemooi] gave a Reception. 


Holmewood House, 

Tunbridge WeOs 
The summer term began on April 
21 with a record number of 515 
bqys and girls in the school. Harry 
Marshall continues as School Cap¬ 
tain. First Act Opera wilf be 
performing Carmen on July 3 and 
La Traviata on July 4 in the Jubilee 
Theatre and tickets are available 
from the school office. Any surplus 
from these performances wiD go to 
the charity "Wooden SpoonTerm 
ends with Prizegiving on Saturday. 
July 11. 

Mr David Ives. MA. retires as 
Headmaster at the end of term 
after eighteen years service and 
Mr Andrew Corbett, MA. cur¬ 
rently Headmaster of King's Coll¬ 
ege School. Cambridge, is 
appointed Headmaster with effect 
from September I. 

University College School 
A Reunion for Old Gowers who 
left UCS In the years 1956 to 1980 
will be held at the School on 
Sunday. June 21,1996. Members of 
the teaching staff during those 
years will also be present Further 
details may be obtained from The 
Bursar. University College School. 
Frognal. London NW3 6XH. Tele¬ 
phone 0171 794 9141 


Royal engagements 

Tie Queen and the Duke of Edin¬ 
burgh will visit the Royal Mews. 
Buckingham Palace, to launch the 
change to the use of liquid petroleum 
gas in royal cars at 4X10. 

The Duke of Edinburgh, as patron, 
will attend die Outward Bound Trust 
Sporting Awards luncheon at the 
London Hilton on Park Lane at 12.15. 
The Prince of Wales, as president. 
The Prince's Trust, will attend an 
event at Sr James's Palace at 2X0 to 
promote the work of the trust. 

The Duke of Gloucester will open the 
warehouse and distribution centre or 
the Historical Collections Group. 
LiUyhall. Workington, ax 11.45: will 
visit the Innovation Centre at West- 
labs Science and Technology Park. 
Moor Row. at L2-Z0: will open the 
International Research and Gradua¬ 
tion Centre. Wesdakes. at 12.40: will 
open the factory of Cumbrian Sea 
Foods. Maryporu ai 205: will visit 
Netherhall Comprehensive School. 
Maryporl. at Z35; and win visit 
Maryport Harbour at 3.15. 


Luncheons 

City Livery Club 

The Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs 
were present and spoke at the annual 
luncheon of the City Livery dub held 
yesterday at Merchant Taylors' HaD. 
The president of the dub. accompa¬ 
nied by Mrs Stoll worthy, was in the 
chair. Canon David Burgess said 
grace. Sir Roger Cork and Sir John 
and Lady Welch were among those 
present. 

Newspaper Society 
Mr John Prescon. MP. was the 
principal guest and speaker at the 
annual luncheon of the Newspaper 
Society held yesterday at the London 
Hilton on Park Lane. Mr Chris 
Oakley, president, was the host. 
Among others present were: 

Lord Rodgers of Quarry Bank. Lord 
Wakeham, Lord Gordon of strath- 
blane. Lord Davies of Oldham. Lord 
Henley and Sir Norman Fowler. MP. 


Birthdays today 

Mr Nicholas Bennett, chief executive. 
Association of Consulting Engineers. 
49: Mr Scobie Breasley, former 
jockey and trainer. S3: Professor 
AlasdaJr Breckenridge, chairman. 
North West Regional Health Au¬ 
thority. 61: Lord Briggs. FBA. 77: Mr 
Peter Carey, writer. 55: Viscount 
Cross. 78; Sir Charles Cunningham, 
civil servant. 92: Professor AW. 
Cuthben. FRS. Master. FitzwiUiam 
College. Cambridge, 66: Mr Mik 
Flood, former director, institute of 
Contemporary Arts, 49: Professor 
R.Y. Goodden. architect. 89; Sir 
James Gowans. FRS, former deputy 
chairman. Medical Research Conn¬ 
ed. 74: the Right Rev Robert Taylor 
Haliiday. former Bishop of Brechin. 
66; Viscount Hampden. 61: Mr Robin 
Hanbury-Tenison. explorer. 62 Mr 
David Hatch, chairman. National 
Consumer Council. 59: Mr Michael 
Hawkes. former vice-chairman, 
Kteinwort Benson group. 69: Sir 
Lenm Hewitt. Australian indus¬ 
trialist. SU Miss Anya Hindmarsh. 
designer. 30. Sir Michael Hopkins, 
architect, 63. Canon Peter Huliah. 
Headmaster. Chetham's School of 
Music. Manchester, 49; Mr Nicholas 
Hytner. film, theatre and opera 
director. 42 Mrs Ruth Prawer 
Jhabvala. author. 71: Lord Kirkhill. 
68: Sir David Landale. company 
director. 64; Mr David Leach, potter, 
87: Mr James Levett, organist. 89; Sir 
Neil Macfarlane. chairman. 
Securioor, 62 

Dr Tony O’Reilly, chairman and 
chief executive officer. HJ. Heinz 
Company, 62: Mr Richard 
O'Sullivan, actor. 54; Mr John 
Padovan, former chairman. AAH. 60: 
Professor Canon Roy Porter, theolo¬ 
gian. 77: Mr W.M. Pvbus. company 
chairman. 75: Mr CJ. Saunders. 
Headmaster. Lancing College. 58; 
Miss Elisabeth Sdderstrom. soprano. 
71: Miss Maty Spillane. founder, 
Colour Me Beautiful. 4& Mr David 
Tomlinson, actor. Bl; Sir Alan Traill, 
former Lord Mayor of London. 62 
Major-General H.G. Woods. 74. 


Memorial service 

Mr Oliver Ronald Smith 
A memorial service for Mr Oliver 
Ronald Smith, barrister, was held 
yesterday hi Lincoln's Inn Chapel. 
Canon William Norman. Preacher, 
officiated. Sir Michael Davies, 
Acting Treasurer of Lincoln's Inn. 
read the lesson and Mr Richard 
Sykes, QC, gave an address. 
Among others present were: 

Mr and Mrs Sam Smith (Son and 
daughter-in-law). Sir Michael and 
Lady Wheeler-Booth {son-in-law and 
daughter). Mrs Edward Selwyn 
islsier). MrChristopherStraneeways. 
Lieutenant-Colonel and Mrs M 
Tomkln, Mrs M Reid. Benchers of 
Lincoln's Inn, former mileages and 
friends. 


Mr J.A. Floyd 

A service of thanksgiving for the 
life or Jo Flqyd will be held on 
Tuesday. May 12. at 11.30am at St 
James’s Church. Piccadilly. 
London Wl. 


Roger Opie 

There wall be a memorial service 
for Roger Gilbert Opie. Fellow of 
New College. Oxford 1961-1992, 
Emeritus 1992-1998. on Saturday, 
May 23. at 230pm in New College 
ChapeL 


Service dinner 

Royal Naval College, Dartmouth 
Rear-Admiral H.C.N. Goodhart 
presided at a dinner held last night 
at the Army & Navy Club to marie 
the 65th anniversary of the Hawke 
Term joining the Royal Naval 
College. Dartmouth. Tire Earl of 
Ganwilliam and Sir David 
Davenport-Hand ley were among 
the guests. 


ROMA HANSON 



Edward Burrowes, a 12-year-old chorister from St Paul's Cathedral, makes his debut 
as the youngest soloist at the Proms in the Albert Hall this year— following his brother 
Connor, who was the youngest Prom soloist three years ago 


Dinners 


Glaziers' Company 
The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress, 
accompanied by the Shoiffc and 
their ladies, attended the annual 
livery dinner of the Glanere' Com¬ 
pany held last night at the Mansion 
House. Mr G.C. Bond. Master, 
presided, assisted by Mr G.D. 
Cracknell, Upper Warden. Mr Mark 
Sheldon also spoke. Among others 
present were: 

The Earl and Countess of Lynon. Lord 
and Lady Byron, Sir Michael Bishop, 
the Lord-Lieutenant ot Nottingham¬ 

shire and Lady Buchanan, the High 
Sheriff of Nottinghamshire, the Vice- 
Chancellor of Nottingham University 
and Lady Campbell, the Vice- 
Chancellor of Sunderland university, 
the Minister of the Royal Norwegian 
Embassy, and the Masters of the 
Merchant Company of the City or 
Edinburgh, the Cutlers' Company or 
HaJIamsBire, the Merchant Taylors' 
Company of York, and the Masters of 
four City livery companies. 

Air Force Board 

The Lord Mayor of Westminster 
attended a dinner given by Air Chief 
Marsha] Sir Richard Johns. Chief of 
the Air Staff, lost night at Admiralty 
House. Among others present were: 

viscount Trenchard, the Right Rev 

John Kfrkham. Brigadier Lord Vivian. 

Marshal of the RAF Sir Denis 
Spouwood. Sir Roger Hum. Croup 
Caputin Sir Cordon (trie. Sir Richard 
Wilson. Captain T R Fulton. Miss 
Judith May new. Mrs Laura Moffan, 
MP. Mr Kevin Tebblt and members of 
the Air Force Board- 


Woohnen’s Company 
Mr ftoul H. Rippon. Master of the 
Woolmen's Company, presided at his 
installation dinner held last night at 
Ironmongers' Hall. The Bishop of 
London and Sir Robin Auld also 


spoke. Among others present were 
the Deputy High Commissioner for 
Australia. 

London Goodenougb Trust for 
Overseas Graduates 
Sir Alastair Morton was the guest 
speaker at the annual Business 
Faculty dinno- of the London 
Goodenough Trust for Overseas 
Graduates held last night at 
Medden burgh Square. 


Receptions 

The Air League 

The Duke of Edinburgh. Patron of 
the Air League, was received fay Lord 
Tebbft. CH, president, and Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Mkhad Knight, chair¬ 
man. at the annual reception held last 
night at St James's Palace. 

During the reception the Duke 
awarded die Founders' Medal to Sir 
Ralph Robins, the Jeffrey Quill 
Medal to Mr Raymond Baxter and 
the Irwin Trophy to Miss Lisa 
CowianL and a number of other 
special awards. 

Freemen of the City of London 
Mr Norman Munday. Master of die 
Guild of Freemen of the City or 
London, was the speaker at a recep¬ 
tion held last night at Skinners' Hall 
after the guild's annual service in the 
Crypt of Si Paul's dihedral 
The Manorial Society of Great 
Britain 

The Hon Bernard JenJdn, MP. was 
the host at a reception held on 
Tuesday at the House of Commons 
for members of the Manorial Society 
of Great Britain. Mr Robert Smith. 
Chairman, presided. 


Marriages 

Mr J.L Eddis 
and Miss J.P. KoUler 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday. in Pershore Abbey, of Mr 
Johnny Eddis. eldest son of Mr 
and Mrs Richard Eddis. of Little 
Horkesley. Essex, to Miss Rally 
Konler. eldest daughter of Mr and 
Mrs John Kc trier, of Lirtle 
Combenon. Worcestershire. The 
Rev Midtael Tristram officiated 

The bride, who was given in 
marriage by her father, was 
attended by Lady Violet Manners. 
Mimi Leese. Francesca Barham 
and Rory and Johnnie Buchanan. 
Mr Charles Eddis was best man. 

A reception was held ai the home 
of the bride and the honeymoon is 
being spent abroad 
Mr C.E. Jones 
and Miss H.P. Bonn 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday, May 2.1998. at St Martin’s 
Church. East Horsley. Surrey, 
between Qedwyn Jones, third son 
of Mr and Mrs David Jones, of 
Maihrafal. Meifod Powys, and 
Hannah Bevan. only daughter of 
Mr Ftaer and the late Mrs Susan 
Bevan. of East Horsley-. 


Appointments 

Mr William Michael Rose and Mr 
Ptter John Thompson to be Circuit 
Judges, on the South Eastern Circuit 


Forthcoming 


marriages 


Mr B.D.G. Barton 
and Miss S.R. Halt 
The engagement is announced 
between Bernard, son of Mr ana 
Mrs John Barton, of Tonbridge. 
inH Cucanna. daughter ot 


Mr A.T.R. Bingky 
and Miss M.B. Dyer 
The engagement is announced 
between Alexander, younger son ot 
Lieutenant Colonel and Mre 
Robert Binglev. of Wine. Rutland, 
and Marcella,' daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Colin Dyer, of Debenham. 
'Suffolk. 

Mr AJ.E. Boscawen 
and Miss K.L. WHberington 
The engagement is announced 
between Alistair John Evelyn, 
eldest son of Mr and Mrs^Simon 
Boscawen, of Jacksons Cottage. 
Rudgwick. Sussex, and Katherine 
Louise, youngest daughter of the 
late Giles Witherington and of 
Mrs Witherington. of Widdlngion. 
Saffron Walden. Essex. 


Mr J.CA.D. Buchan of 
Andimacoy 

and Miss SJ. McArthur 
The en g a g ement is announced 
between Charles Buchan. Younger 
of Auchmacoy. eldest son of 
Captain David and the Hon Mrs 
Buchan of Auchmacoy. Aberdeen¬ 
shire. and Sharon, daughter of the 
late Captain George McArthur 
and of Mrs Miriam McArthur, of 
HoIl Norfolk. 


Mr I.G. Burrell 

and Miss A.LC. Chandler 

The engagement is announced 

between lan, elder son of Mr and 

Mrs Michael Burrell, of West 

Brideford. Nottingham, and Lucy. 

only daughter of Mr and Mrs 

Richard Chandler, of Arier Farm. 

Somerset 

Lord Coleraine 

and Mrs MLR. Smyth 

The engagement is announced 

between Martin, widower of Tomi. 

and Bobbie, widow or frier, and 

daughter of the late Sir Thomas 

and Lady Ferens. of 

Sunderiandwick, Driffield. 

Yorkshire. 


Mr H.W. Crawford and 
Mquffnmw W.PJ. Eijkrmans 
The engagement is announced 
between Hugo, younger son of Mr 
and Mrs Cbfin Crawford, of 
Albrighton. Shropshire, and 
Miranda, younger daughter of De 
Heer and Mevrouw Johan 
Eijkemans. of Veghel. The 
Netherlands. 


MrJ.R.Crow 
and Ms CJ. Marten 
The engagement is announced 
between Jonathan, younger son of 
Mr and Mrs Michael Crow, of 
Kensington. London, and Claudia, 
second daughter of Group Captain 
and Mrs J.H. Turner, of Broad 
Chalke, Wiltshire. 

Mr M.E. Davidson 
and Miss J.L Swire 
The engagement is announced 
between Max. son of Mr and Mrs 
Peter Davidson, of Wolverton, 
Hampshire, and Joanna, elder 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Glen 
Swire, of Blackhoys. East Sussex. 


Mr A.W.R. Heath 
and Miss K.M.M. Leader 
The engagement is announced 
between Anthony, son of Mr and 
Mrs Richard Heath, of Jesmond, 
Tyne and Wear, and Kim. 
daughter of Mr Peter Leader, of 
Ockham. Surrey, and Mrs Alan 
Gates, of Turners Puddle. Dorset 
Mr M.R.M. Lewis 
and Miss M. Walker 
The engagement is announced 
between Mark, son of Mr and Mrs 
John Lewis, of Sleyning, West 
Sussex, and Melissa, daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Nigel Walker, of 
Castle Ashby. North am ptenshire. 
jVfr FA. Masoa-Homby 
and Miss CM. Tumi 
The engagement is announced 
between Francis, eldest son of the 
late Mr Anthony Mason-Homby 
and of Mrs Mason-Homby. of 
Dalton Hall. Burton-in-Kendal. 
Cumbria, and Charlotte, youngest 
dauehter of Mr and Mrs Michael 
Tinne. or Paperbag Cottage, 
Fulham. London. 

Captain T.C Nicholson Roberts. 
RAMC 

and Miss L. Pargeter 
The engagement is announced 
between Timothy, elder son of Dr 
and Mrs C.C.N. Roberts, of 
Hereford, and Louise, daughter of 
Mr and Mrs David J. Pargder, of 
St Mawgan. Cornwall. 

Captain A.T.L Potts 
and Miss A. Varney 
The engagement is announced 
between Captain Alexander 
Thomas Lindsay Potts, The King's 
Royal Hussars, second son of Mr 
and Mrs Michael PtiOs. of 
frrkgate. Wirral. and Anna, 
dauehter of Mr and Mrs Paul 
Varney, of Leamington Hastings. 
Warwickshire. 

MrAAV. Potts 
and Miss VA. Chadwick 
The engagement is announced 
between Andrew William, eldest 
son of Mr and Mrs Michael tons, 
of Parkgare. Wirral, and Victoria 
Anne, daughter of Mrs Chadwick, 
of Irby. Wirral. and the tare Mr 
Aoiern Chadwick. 

Mr RJ. Stocker 
and Miss S.H.C. Ferguson 
The engagement is announced 
between Robert son of Mr 
and Mrs Malcolm Stocker, of 
Westfield. East Sussex, and Sarah, 
daughter of Mr and Mrs Duncan 
Ferguson, of StoweLL Somerset 


Lecture 

British jtahaeological 
Association 

Dr Richard Morris, of Warwick 
University, delivered a lecture to 
the British Archaeological Associ¬ 
ation last night at die Society of 
Antiquaries. Mr Lauroice Keen, 
president of the association, pre¬ 
sided and presented Reginald 
Taylor Essay Prize medals to: 

Ms Anne C Anderson (1978). Dr 
Christopher Norton and Dr Marie 
Horton (1980). Dr Eric Cambridge 
(1983). Mrs Sara Moss (Sara. Jones) 
(1984), Dr Alan Richardson (1985). 
Dr Phillip Undley (1987). Ms Sally 
Woodcock (1988). Dr Giles Worcley 
(1991) ana Mr Daniel Beaumont 
(1995). 
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BMDS: 0171 680 6880 
PRIVATE: 0171 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


TRADE; 0171 481 1982 
FAX: 0171 481 9313 


BIRTHS 


BEMIEY - On May 3 id. to 

(nfe C^vvragh) and 

b sob. Edwniu J ohn 

Albert, a bnxlwrloi 


On Friday 1st May 
1 998 at C helse a and 
W ortiii l imei HuByim lo 

Sarah (nee Parsons) and 


BUCKNMJL - On Tbmsday 30th 
April 1998, to All (nfa 
Blackford) and Bichard, a 
daughter. Sophie Thai Kate, 
a stater for Jake. 

CHAPPBJL - Ob 8th April 1998 
to Nicola (ndo Westall) and 
Paul, a beautiful daughter, 
Eleanor Lacy Victoria, a 
stater for BaaJamtn and 


I-Oal 

6th May '. 

Webb) and Mark, a sod. 
Bened ict Dav id Pag L A 
brother for Lauren. 



\Y -On May 4th, to 

Amanda (nfe Bouden) m 

David, a eon. Edward J 



DEATHS 


Hants, on May 4th 1998 



Lot 

liadnbnJUey 



lOGroencoat Fine* London, 

SW1P1PH 


DEATHS 


BEAN-Peter E. dearly loved. 

htmhandand father, died 

peacefully on 30th April. 

wm be sadly mtsaad by 

family and many FjCCL 
cgii^» M Miiiih. rar 

nminynwnra flrvw«tw 

ilimitli—in to nritlnh ITiin 

Foundation please i 

FD 001689) 876036. 


BECC - On 1st May 1998, 
peacefully, XBaaa Isabel 
Mary (nee Hagan), dear vrffe 

of Bafih. beloved mother and 

jiym i—tuhii f- Bag ntom M—y 

at Lyptingtan EC. Orach a* 

1030am on Monday 28th. 

May, folhnred by cremation 
at Bournemouth. No Hovers 
Please but donation, tt 
desired, for the Alsbebnert 

Besearch Trust may he sent 

c/o F.W. House 8 Sons, 33/34 

St. Thomas Street, 


-Peacefully at 

Ollim r-n? 



_ .Kent.Family 

Oovnus only. Donations tf 

Uked to Cfenoer Research 

,6-104 

, London NTC. 


CALLBIBSt-OnMay4<h 



Wymc ....- 

ojs. 

CAMEHUN - Margaret Aim 
(Peggy). Widow of Bay and 
beloved toother off Alainmlra 
and Bwen.cn 1st May 1998 
at Estanda Mnacf, Argentina, 
after a long mnesa. Private 
funeral hi Asgentfam; 
donatlaats, If desired, to The 
Aliliehueis Sodaty, 10 
Orwmcoat Place, London 
SEL 


OULDeaur-Drlohn 
Anthony, on 2nd Hay in St. 
PWms Hospital, Maldon, 

1961-1976. Much 

of Cay, father 
‘ of David, 



lltfa May ad 1230pm. 

Gnn&y fkrwem only ph 

donations. If deshed, h 


toBAF 
c/o AXL 

Funeral Service, 7, 


TeL 01623 8S4293. 
CLARKE - Lt. Colonel ILH. - 


Henry. Boyal Slgnato-BBt. 

Died May 3rd. Dearly loved 

Bus bandof Arum. Funeral 
Service to take place at Holy 
Trinity 


day 13th May. NO 

Powers, but donation s to 
BBU, cto FuQsr 8 Scott; Tha 

WnkelYns.UtkfleW.TN22 

1AJ. Tet 01825 76^241. 


CtABKE-Lc. Colonel £K- 

Henry. Boyai SIgnals-Ret. 

Died May 3rd. Deariy loved 

hnrfmd nf AmiA P iinriih l 

Service to take place at Holy 


Hurstwood at 1UO am on 

Wednesday 13th May. No 

flown bn donations to 
KBLLcfo Fuller & Scott, The 

Wakeln DdkfleU, TN22 

lAJLTeE01825 768241. 
CUSTQXO - LennCpH) 
ftameity of Napier Court, 
London, aged 92 y e a rs , dlr d 

peacefully fo HUsIde Lodge 


upon-Tweed on 1st May. 
Funeral at Woking 
Crematorium, Hermitage 
Bcmd, St jetum on Monday 

11th May at 2 pm. Family 

flOitti only ptaave- 
Donations U desired to Tbe 
Boyai Mazsden HosphaL 

Enquiries to Oo-qperative 

Puneml Service, II 
Ooldmiotth Bond. WoUng, 
tab (01483)756704. 
awiom£ - Thomas Donald 
Mackay Shaw, Lord 


1998 peacefully at horse. 

Beloved busband of Anthea, 

mwdi loved father of Alison, 


fustfa and Joseph and 

g randfa ther of nine. 

Beqtoetu Mass at The 

Brampton Oratory at 11 am 
c at Mo nday Iltit May.Paatly 
flowers only. OonatiioDS to 
St Thomas Fund for the 

Homeless, SB Cromwell 
Boad, Rove, East Sussex BN3 
3ES. 

OWW-Aten Thomsa. 

■mvfoewfn be heMat 

Tuesday, 12th May, at 215 

pm. 

Mn" Cfomneriy 
WUxtaUj on 5th Hay 
pwef onyatthe Boyai 
Surrey County HosniaL MU 
Im graatly missed. Much 
tovod wife, mother, mother- 
lzk-lBW # EponMtanotlMr and 

gte yri iif h e r. Prirate family 

tawnd at GulUford 
Q naietorlimn cm Friday 8th 
may. 

P KHN SOW-Margot (n<a 
Turner!) on April 80 th 
IMmcafuBy aged 82. Loving 

rota or X en. devoted mother 

enqsi anrt m other. Cre m ation 
<» Etiday 8th May 

Prla of Wight Gramatoriom. 

donations If wished to 

Canon Besearch. 

nre W M WTBM Uir-0n4th 

issss^aar 0 ' 501 

peeeefuDy at Hertford 
nouswWbrmtnsier Sif—i 

-fomfiy only. 



gsas! 

WheatlwnprteBd, Hem on 
Saturday SSid May at 3 pm. 
Rofloweiapliaase,byher 



FALKBtBl - Irene Zjithletm 

■passed away peacefully d 
I^May 1998aged lOl] 
years. Funeral on Tbmad 


l On Th tiirsday 

14th May UL30 pm at St 
Mary Magdalene and St 
Denys Pariah Ctrarch, 
Church Hm, Midhuxst, 
followed by interment at 
MMhurstCems wiy at 1 pm. 
Flowers to HJ. Bent It Co, 
343 Ladbroka (hove, 
London W10, uft (0181} 
969-1170. 

HIMBS - Constance Annie- On 
5th May 1998 peacefully at 
tha Spnngwood Unit Mellon 
Hospital, aged 94 years. 

Widow of Edwin. Funeral 

Service an d ersmad on at 

Tuesday 12th May «2 j 00 
pm. No flowers ptoasev but 

donations It desired for the 

Springvood Uhft c/o S. C 

Bainbridge Ftroeral 
Dtaectors 3, Princess Road. 
Matron T017 7JP Tet 01658 
692926. 


GARUNG -Jean unexpectedly 
on May 4th much loved 

slater, aunt and friend. 

IhanfcsgMng Sendee St 

Paul's Church. A u gu s tus 
Hoad, 5W19 Mayll th at 12 
noon. No flow er s. 


GtCMflEB - Tony 
Alfonse at 


peace efiera 

Sssi 


hla beloved wife! 

Friday 1st May. He will be 

lan. and theft femmes, and 
many friends. Private 
funeral for family and - 

friend*. Contact ( 0181 ) 
689-8179. Family flowers 
only. Any donations In Hsu 

CO 1^2) 544877. 

avHi - sir Alan. am. on 
- 4th May 1998 at 



of Jo aud father « 




_ . Service. L2 


HALL-Ou 4th lfey 1998 
peace fully Tpayaturii loved 

busband of Berimm, father 


-.Howfenoo 

Monday llth May m1L30 

am. Family flowers only. 

Donations, if desired to The 
Bowl British Laatoa. 


SMOMS-AKrtZhnuiin 
4th May 1998 aged 67. 
Funeral Service to take 
place at All Saints Church 
Wbodbam, Waking 230 pm 
Monday lltir May. 
Donations If desired to 
Imperial Cancer Besearch. 


HAmtSOMOBPPS - On Si 

3rd May 1998 Vflflhim 

attar a long and brave tight 
Private family ■ wmarift. 

Memorial Service on Friday 

15th May at the Church of 

St Mary the Vtaefn, Speen, 
Newbury at 280 pm. No 

Oowurs but donations if 

desired to Camp Hopson 
Funeral Directors, 90 West 

Street, New bury, Bei ka hir e 

BG14 lHAfos theBalnbaw 
Booms Trust. 


HAVES - On May 2nd 1998 at 

home, John Gardner Hayes 

TD of Beaoonsfteld hr Us 
78th year. Husbanded 

Madeleine, Other of 

Nicholas QniniTtn 
Funeral Service at St Mar/s 

Parish Church at 1100 am 

an May 13th followed by 


ftiH iiH ^pfnwi Pfwrily 

If 

desired to SSAFA19 Queen 

EHmbeth Strew London 8E1 

All nmpitrlna to 

Gdmsteed lu fVD 
BeaOdoaHeld Teh 01494 
672668. 


HEATON - on 29th April, 1998 

Seddffl^but^wBcofiiUyat 

Hm^SahsburyCaOMdtnl 
on Thursday 14<h May at 


1230pm. 1 


SOIL 




iSEl 


HONNKOHIIKMAH - Beryl 

Inger of Atrfe, Paxton and 


Cestie 

of 


Sir Arthur 


Alrds. Died peecefoTty at 
Castle Doc ' i is Hospital on 
6 th May ag ad 93. M uch 
loved amir and great Bum. 

PnyMwwi itf MaagM i 

Church on Monday 11th May 
at 2A5pm. Faadly flowers 
only. 


died] 

1998, orach loved J 

adE fine and fstfasr ot JvQflB 

and David. Arnliy flowers 

only. DomRfooa, If wished. 


i<0181670 1127). 


RS, FJLC 1V. FACJath^dto 



St Mbit Magdalene, Cowtri 

near Edenhdd» lent tmU 
Wednesday 13th May at 

3S£SS2£5£U 

to The Losgue of Friends 

Bdenbridgs WJL Hostriral 

cfoiLlfe&urst TOKVSr 


fOLAES - Maurice, agwf 78 
yearn. Peacefully in the John 
RadcHffe Hospital on 

Saturday May 2nd 1998 
after a long Illness bravely 

borne. Mncfa loved husband 

of Arm and de arl y loved 
father of Theresa, Fxands, 

Tin Mariam ymH x 

dVfiXtid Tb# 

funeral service win take 
place In Si Mary's Church, 
PdUnflt on, Oran cm Monday 
May 11 that 2.15 pm 
followed by private family 
coounlttalax Oxford 

Cra ma tt aiu m, faMfly 

flowers only ptoase, 
donations Ir desired fro tha 

British Heart Foundation 

may be sent cAj Beeves A 
Pifo, 19 Fad rfarCmum^ ^ 

HOPE JOHNSTME - On 5tfa 
May 1998, peacefully at 


loved wife of the lan Percy 

and a much loved m 

rat 


MONTAGU-TOLLOaC - On May 
2nd after a long fflsaro 
Barbara, widow of Sir 
William Montagu-PoDock 
JCCMG modsttr of JbsooISztc 
and Ma tt hew. Grandmother 
of Lha, Henry and Kale, 
Sasha and GabrieL Fan eml 
on Wed n esd a y May 27th 
East Chapel. Putn ey■’Ba le 
Ceme t er y . London SW15 at 
1130 am. 


MORRIS- Louise peacafuDy at 
Hhrdhsad on May 4th aged 
90 l Funeral at GtzUdfonl 
Crematorium Friday May 8th 
100 pm. FamOy flowers 

only. 


MORlWASr - John Rowland 
aged 73 at home far Begelty 

after a long IHnese. B e lo ved 

husband of Allies, father of 

filinwi and Azsdzw, and 

rtlllfff * l uaii ^ fjt thRr (if fflnr. 

fbmtty funersl, no flows 

Donations far Usu to the Paol 

Sartori Foundatio n care of 

W and M J Boaritar and Sorm, 

Funeral D lw ctes, Thu (Bd 

Bectury, The Norton, Tenby, 

- - • SA708ABL 



of fames PtodfeyHosle CM. 
Aimtof SsttyCandUnand 

tejsskssr 1 '* 



SSESSsT 


1998m Th^UUdfesex 


‘ N1 



of Locy>Fmgla, Becrie, 

KTpSrSiro-el 

ZSSSSS SF **. 

at St John The Baptist 

Churcb, Klrdford, Wert 


MTlWnUi^ ^ ] 



Strmx, Liverpool, 17 7BL. 


■ Audrey oo5t 
May 1998 at The Whits 

.aged 90. Beloved 



-QnMar4thatbar 


Service will be held at 


ataaggri 

■IFlmiwntwS^Soy;" 1 * 


Xaigblay by 12 noon plenee. 


nQSXELL - John Smith 
C E meritu s Professor) tm 1st 

May 1998 in hospital aged 

84. Much loved h u s b an d of 

the hits Evalyn, father of 

Edmund and Sarah, father^ 
in-hrw of MlchaeL 
Grandfather of Matthew and 

Hann a h . Service at St Marys 

Ghea tfle on Friday 8th May 

at 3.15 jna followed by 
private cr em a ti o n Family 

flowers only, donations to 

Cbethamb Ubrory 

UBtirT igaf cJq AlcOCk^l 

CheocHe. Cheshire. Tel0161 
4282097. 

SCOTT - Donald Duncan of 
Loohi CounraQ dlsd 
peacefully on 1st May 1998 

hushandrffte late Jay Cn6e 
Lowe) and loving unde to 



A Sons F/D Tet 01503 

262812. 

iCIJSE-Dennis Gee 
76 yea 


Alness, peacefully at 1 

on 30th ApriL Beloved 
fanahand fro 50 years of 

Joyce, father and friend to 



330 pm Monday 11 tit May. 

Lei 


ilf wished, to 



m Prifoygtb May at 

£S5»5££2L... 

at 330 

de^L 
11 


SMTH-Qa Itay4th 1998, 
peacefully In Bolton 
Homritm, ftc-PUlfo W.S) 
CBJ^Omriy hmd and 




Funeral Services, Tel 

Hospice for timlr lovtawa am 

daring the tost weeks of Ills 



3 lih- FSxmfl ^ flowr aj i euly. 

Merton Mtod/tfenryHalJ, 


TAYLOR-Suddenly at home on 
May 4lh 1998, Paul Arthur; 
(PatX of Crow b orou gh 

and Calgary, Canada. 

BetoveC hnshand of Daphne, 
modi loved fetfaar and 
grandfotbac Funeral Service 
at St Michael and All Angris, 
WWryham. Bur Sussex cm 
Thumday, 14th May at 300 


.No flowers 

phrase, but donations If 

Orphans cfo Panl Bysonrii 

Funeral Services, 
Crowhornugh. Tek (01892) 
655000- 

TBSTHt - Balph P. Peacefully 
at homo near Gbdtod on 

lMay 1998aged 9S_ Much 

VpMl faWMirnf f MFin iinrf 

Sven, unde, gtandfether and 

flnra^g ra iwl Kn t h er. Private 

ersmation. Funeral service 
nil fff m «i i i u | «* “fttiyi«» 

Tuesday 19 May at230jaa 

at St. Mlchaeni Parish 

Church, C atala n; near 
Oxford. No flowers please, 
bat donations may be gtmzi 
to Osfam. c/o Be ever A Pain. 

288, Abingdon Boad, Oxford. 

OKI 4TB 

TURNER - On 1st May 1998 
peacefully to the John 
Hadeliffe Hospital, HOda 

OBvia Bose aged 77 yuan. 

Late of the MAP J. The 

funeral service will take 

place in the Memorial 

Oxford Crematorium 
8th May at 
towers may be sent 

ft Palir, 288. 

Boad, Oxford. 

On 2nd May Tom 
85 years. 

« 



11th at 130pm. Family 

flowwts only phrase. Any 
dona ti ons to Cancer Belief 
Mans man Fund, c/o CB. 

Bowywr Lad. 2 The Bull pit. 

Bradfonl-on-Avan. wntshlie. 

WUXOX - Helen, widow of 
Group Captain Tom WUlcox. 
mnl beloved mother of 



- a sy. 48 »* g * ^ 

memorial services 


be IMM for Dr. Fetor Dick at 
ana tnaiivr Pm mm 


S^f^on Saturday 23td 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 


MORBON-AMamariia 

Service will be held for 

Arthur Mo rison of 

fWl Mwgi A m n» I y»j|*y ye| 

Parish Church om Friday 

June 5th 1998 at 11 am. 

There wm be tight 

Tuft i — I n i mnm wt Me 


IN MEMORIAM - 
PRIVATE 


D«HV - Carl May 7tir 1986. 

My love alwaya, Betty. 
J01 W 5T0N -In lovi ng armnory 
of Primrif Evolyu 
1932 -1993.-Be iWthe 
Bafnhow to the Sunns of 
LlteT. Bn e emsi y end XMvM. 


BIRTHDAYS 

7 MAY (Ihnhri 
Sen*. Love from llo 
aothhuthfey. 


SERVICES 


/■ V 

Sra62 71; 




WANTED 



TICKETS FOR SALE 


Cap. modd 


sstkJZ&sr 


All AVAIL 




au. naans; cmr uamnL ah 



Wimbledon Debentures 
Royal Ascot Epsom 

Derby 

9te0e Arrola. BfMah QLP 

R ower Show. 

Henley-Mddx Sevens. 

Tetley Bitter Cup 
Corporate HcwpJteStyfi 
ovoUahhi at every Event 

Chtoagai Phanrom Ct an 


ANY SOLDOUT EVENT 

0171 247 4123 

C/CT Ace ■ NEE OEUKRr 




CORPORATE 
HOSPITALITY 
ROYAL ASCOT, 
TETLEY BITTER 
WORLD CUP 
FRANCE 98 
ALL TICKETS 
AVA1LBLEFOR 
ALL El'ENTS 
TEL: 07074 8425387 


FOR SALE 




BWIHDAIE 
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FATHER PHILIP CARAMAN 




ThcRtvPfaflipCarainan. 
SI. historian and wrlier 
died yesterday aged 86.* 
He was born on August 

F or all his literary dis- 
nnciion. Philip Cara¬ 
van ended his days as 
a parish priesi in the 
Exmoor village of DuWenon. 
He lived humbly in a tiny 
cottage beside the Roman 
Catholic church for which he 
had delighted to commission 
new adornments. On Sundays 
ft was fall to bursting with a 
devout congregation who were 
thankful not to be obliged to 
ttffer one another the Sign of 
Teace. Perhaps only a handful 
of them were aware of the 
distinguished, varied, even ad¬ 
venturous career that their 
priest had enjoyed in places as 
far afield as Farm Street. 
Norway and the South Ameri¬ 
can jungle. 

A Jesuit of the old school. 
Father Cara man was princi¬ 
pally a writer, his career 
seeming to mailt the end of a 
long tradition that included 
such men as James Broderick 
and Cyril Martindale. His 
hooks were numerous and 
wide-ranging. They were al¬ 
ways well-crafted, bearing a 
wealth of farts yet inviting the 
general reader. His last. Tibet: 
The Jesuit Century, an ac¬ 
count of a series' of little- 
frtown Jesuit missionary 
expeditions in the 17th century, 
was published last month. Yet 
his inventive life also included 
a short spell as a parish priest 
in Norway, where he learnt 
the language and enjoyed 
nosing out into the unknown 
wilds of the Arctic Circle in a 
tiny motor car. Less publicly, 
Caraman will be remembered 
for his priestly ministry and a 
wealth of gentle advice on the 
spiritual life. 

Philip George Caraman 
came from a large family — 
seven sisters and two brothers 
— that had been Catholic for 
many generations. The family 
home was at Elstree. where 
their father, a successful busi- 
sman, believed in keeping 
open door. From an early 
age. the younger son showed 
an intense interest in books 
and this developed into a 
passion for history. 

Philip was educated at 
Stonyhurst, where he had a 
busy and distinguished pas¬ 
sage through his school stud¬ 



A passion for history: Father Caraman in his library during the 1950s 


T 


ies, but kept a modest silence 
about the number of prize 
volumes that came his way. 
Only at the end of his time at 
Stonyhurst did the family 
realise his success, when he 
returned home with a trunkful 
of books. 

Both he and his elder broth¬ 
er entered the Society of Jesus 
on leaving Stonyhurst: John 
was to become a missionary in 
Southern Rhodesia, where he 
spent the rest of his life. The 
normal career and Jesuit 
training suited Philip well, 
especially his time at Campion 
Hall, Oxford, where he read 
history and took a first Dur¬ 
ing his theological training 
that followed he began to 
pursue field research in his 
passion for Catholic recusant 
history. During the holidays, 
he would persuade a fellow 
student to join numerous bicy¬ 


cle expeditions: to discover the 
spot where Robert Southwell 
had landed in Norfolk or the 
tomb of Hemy Morse, the 
plague priest both Jesuit 
heroes. 

After completing his train¬ 
ing. Caraman was appointed 
to the writer's house at 31 
Farm Street, adjoining the 
Jesuit Church in Mayfair. In 
1948, at the youthful age of 37, 
he became editor of The 
Month. The Jesuit publishing 
flagship had lost contact with 
its past and the notable reput¬ 
ation enjoyed under Herbert 
Thurston. 

At once, Caraman set about 
a dramatic relaunch to restore 
its name.- The layout was 
redesigned with flair and 
style, and by persisteni courte¬ 
sy he wooed major literary 
names to contribute. Graham 
Greene and Evelyn Waugh 


wrote for his first number. 

All the while, Caraman 
continued to work as a writer, 
and in 1951 his translation 
of the autobiogaphy of John 
Gerard, Autobiography of an 
Elizabethan, was published. 
It was an immediate success, 
reprinting three times in the 
first year. Gerard was a Jesuit 
after Car am an S own heart 
Arriving in Elizabeth's Eng¬ 
land to minister to the recu¬ 
sant Catholics, he was at once 
a wanted man. But unlike Ed¬ 
mund Campion, Gerard suc¬ 
ceeded in staying at large. 
When eventually he was cap¬ 
tured. he was imprisoned in 
the Tower, where he was 
cruelly tortured to wan infor¬ 
mation about his fellow Cath¬ 
olics —only to make his escape 
from the White Tower by 
means of a perilously slung 
rope. 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


FOR SALE 


■ 17*1 - maeUHtd- 

I for 


Who. 0181 488 4328 on CUD 
Wkmu 0500 *520000 _ 


17*1 - 19V8 ortwr tt- 


VtaL 0181 488 4823 

ft—0600 520000 


f ANNOUNCEMENTS 


COURT & SOCIAL 

POKTHOOMOW MARRIAGES AND MARRIAGES 

Iti nr ntl Coun n ay by pun/ta lot 

Box4R5, VlrftantoSre*. LcnfafaEJ *XS. 

Tefc 8171 7X2 7347 Fas; 8171 782 7725 

Please in all eocrcapooctascc; 

■ Umnn of etaber one of Hat parks concerned or a paw. 
i ehiyuiDc sad boon igle pfcooc nmto and ■ridre**. 

AdvEftifaaeaU hr the Cbun pap: m* be received 
mt xtiagdqn prior *» ptMicatk" “d ** aceqwd ntqectlo 


rtilniilMn r— ‘-"'"l—vtT. 


THE trustees of t he unbury TRUST. 

Announce a Lecture entitled 
"CHRONIC FATIGUE SYNDROME: LIVING 
WITH UNCERTAINTY" 

by 

Professor Stephen Strans 
Of tbc National Institute of Health. USA 
At 

The 


At 


6 p on Thursday 16 July 1998 

Tickets available from DayM Brown, 
The Unbury Trust, 9 KedLmn Court, 
I^indon EC4A 3KB 


/ 


WE NEED 
YOUR 

EXPERIENCE 

If you have mmagerial or professional experience. 

lei REACH Rod you 80 ’ nttresI * ns aDd sairf y in fi 
pan-rime, expenses only volunBiy job with a charily 
close 10 tone. This placement service vs free. 

in most parts of ih* especially in London. 
Write or phone for infonnanoo. without 

obligation, Tbday. 

reach 




r // 


FUuBax MtaWJr—■«-- - 

27 »«*>£>*" *’ 9CT - 

TeL- 0171-928 0452 

e-mail: volworitiS^^^ 



OVERSEAS TRAVEL 


POKTUGJUL h Canaria*. MB an—. 
VHWapu. fc—i * . p mnmdtm , 
aa» hoi*. Otahto Ussam ImJ. 
0181 654 2424. I 
ACTA El 433 


UK HOLIDAYS 


I Smart. 

___(TalOlBZ 

451 30*4 he 01B1459 4422. 


FLATSHARE 


OB*t 1970] PnAadnl Oat 
«lM» arnica. 0171 SOT 6491 


DOMESTIC & 
DIRECTORY 


qn t nwl to car* tor a tour ud a 
half*—■ nMSbwffl AaMancMM 
taring matoir to MiEosa. BuM> 
ar. uh foamy nni —i toiali 
Anted Om ictaool b o UJay and 
iu aui'i i—fal applicant n»M 
ba axpoctadto mm wttk Abl 

Tlw poaUm la an Imponani- 

and tba salary win ba- 

four (ba 


TMa to am a 

ably ba boot oattad to anotbn 


■nca at brtnotag op bar owa 
Caamy. DaraU— P » ° < — rtcn i l 
and M Qf—i a l nAnan win ba 
m*Md. Wm ii*plibBiA*i 



Due m expansion we aie weting 
Exp. Oiefc de face l Coromg D iefe. 
S^oSetewrfax 
WjrtiigconrtBoretiaKoflw 
toonynodatai sposMyaaiHbfe. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


WILLIAM HEKRT RAMHCRD 


Any pacioa bastoy 

any lootla by 

iinprwl la l* oT 14 Uaatjtwoo d Aw 

ana Barton on So* *■» MUton 

«*--~in— wbn Had on tba 26tfa 

October 1V97 >i Lym&mnd Boa- 

ptoi. Ly uJ u jmn , I to wp a bh w fara- 

qnoatad u> LuonamUr a ta wUb 
Aloraodia I —ntno* . gnUdt aa of 
napittnair 11 - 82 Station load, 
Mata union. Hin aa b n. 

U la battered ebu tba arid da- 
— -w. . Ml dated tba 71b 
day of HimW 1995 bit tba 

■ aaaKtoAmd 

r_Jbar, any penoo bavtog knowt- 
•dga of Kantoy BuudAd, 
m tbo »aM daoaaaad fat t aqoa m ad 
oo ii iini laM* wtUi tba aald So- 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


CHAaiTTAS ACT 1993 

name non ce m» the 
tiamifzi of noemy DNDBX 
SBCT10M74C2) 

Parity Q»aind**| po N ii l ii b w 
313600 

Tba Ttunaa of tbo Clmitoa Ho¬ 
of 

. - lea 

tbaf thayba»a p aa a a if a B a aolnri on 
aariar Saurian 7K7) or tba 
da* Act 1993 lor tba CaOmring 


That all of (ba pi opa i ry of tba 
Charity ba ixanfamd to oqual 
DO* ftfib ahaia* to tba fobnirtog 
ch ai lt l aa 
Parity Nmoc Tba Narional Socto- 
ty tor tba Ftaaa ntton of PnaUy to 
Cblbbaa. Charity Co ramto " 
Nmnbor 214401 
Cbadty dna Scopa. Omliy Con* 
mtorion Numbrn 520844 
Charity tome Boyai Sodaty for 
tba IWw a tl w of PwaltT u> M- 
mala. Parity Cbamdariaa Mnatbar 
219099 

Charity Kama: loyal M arian a! to- 
rnltmta lortha I Mtort Charity Qm- 
arisaton Itambar 224227 
Charity Name Church of I 
tanra CbUdran's Sodaty. Charity 
Cenuntorioa Mambas 221124 
Any tatanatad pataon wtahtag to 
aria i i ymwbrtiwa tatpnc 
iMa aald faaohUa may do BO. 
qoot to O Uw Charity raftoaaa 
tba baad of thla morica, wttbtn a 
parted of A mih Irina tba data of 
UdBaoderibywristootethaCaiBri- 
ty Cowtolaa lnn— for rrwytand am 
Whlaaac 

WaodUrtd Utoang Tbadax. 

TmBn Bcamxaat TA1 4B1. 

toon*d O man Tarry Mowatla 
For aad on babaB of 
lWifiMMi |n! Tmar ftaanin, Ijd. 


16/171 
Sootbaapton, SOIS 2QT 
Pal ad 2B April 1908 


LEGAL NOTICES 


nEVUTT UEtmtANTS 


UEDTBKAMCT OF 7109 OOONTY 
or rxvoi« 

r '-— i. at gn ad by tba Loxd- 
i for tba Coanty of Dav¬ 

ao: 

Tbo G mi ntaa a of Arran of Caail* 
Bill. FOlalob, Banstopla. Davoa 





Of THE HATTE R Of 

80 ft N SOWS Of BANnUFICV 

AND 

ns THE MAT1XR «f Tba xoamwanar 
Act, 1984 
Node* la tonatay gtran that tbo 
Traatoo of the abora-naMed baak- 
mpa tnloada wbUn lota monrha 
rrom 2 Jana 1998 to docteto a fl- 
1 dlaUand to tba CMdUan of 
tba catd t uti i m u a nd that any 

potato aacb dMdatal amat on <*- 
Mm tba data aand In Ua toll 
foUpaMle- 
ntots of kb d*bt or c tofan to 

bdo stay Sbymnt 12 imr 

bmokStnal.ipawkbIMUT.ib* 
traana or tba add bonbrapt. 

Crttod to* 29rfe day of Ayefl 1998. 

_ 


LEGAL NOTICES 


IN THE BAXTER OF 
GALA OF WANDSWOHTH LTD 
AMD 

THE nOOLVXMCV ACT 1984 
rones a kbrbby atvmr tbm ■ 

n m tt ni of tba enttan at tba 


and** tba pio rt a l a n a of 8. 98 of 
tb* tnoolvoncy Act 1984, and hoU 
on 29 April IWf.tW .hpi lottoa 
Cartas, of Caiinr Badcar WJntat 
Hm Hotsa, ■dan Bin. Leadon, 
N19 6UD waa duly app olma d Uq- 
nldator of tb» e ow pa n y, 
HatryaChnar 
Ufribtar 

Dated me 29tb day of April 199B 


JUDICIAL SALE 

(to Wa ita a ait ry. 10 bn 19M at 
loao bean ajn. tbe iaa gulau vaa- 
ari Tridau Romr* (ax Elda Gonid 
U -DO , Oder - W1 ealMon 
oBtotal 


nunbar 728428 to tba npta te * of 
aUpa to tba hdumi no 0 aio 
Cbmoafiaz "the roasoTX will ba 
aold by entomd sate In ■ aoarion 
of tba Diaxrict Court to Bo t ten l aa t. 


Plata 100 and 128. 

Tbo Sato wfDtaka p l a c e at the io- 
tmti of Hmhawo Anpai HARO 
and Mario MARIN CARRERA 
(kaotor tba Vndbtfl Tba 
to thla non** cho¬ 


ose do m i rll * In (3011 EDO Rotter- 
dam. 8ofalsfla wi *«« mb , 46. d»a Mafh- 
« rt«nd *, at tba nf Bm at Wybanp* 
van da Ponateaz. Artonwya at 
Law CAltmay 1L BaarasX 
Tba owoas of the ran) In Tenk- 
ton Marian Lid. hattaf tta rari- 
dOK* to Doogtar. tola of Iton, 
nutted Eto g rtnm wtthoet any 
known laridwaoa In (ba KlaodOte 
of tba Methwriimrte 
Tba sola wfll taka placa by vI im b i 
of tbo mryaaan u n t af a Indfla r a an l 
of tbo Pnebtont of tba District 
Com to L«*w watd *n. tea W mfca* 
lands, dated 20 April 1998. Tba 
o uAnt ad aato t abo o pbcw tow tba 
w co r e y Of DSD 63JOTJOO. 10 bo 
trrriaaeil wbb DSD 142JOO for 
•neb day a* tram 1 AptH 1998 up 
to an lnclndtng tbaday of tee aoo- 
don. daa by tba ownm-possaim to 
tbo abw*o ladeaBMnt wtumni bm|- 
ndlea to fanbar nm far p i tant - 
« hr 


Tbebnlcnl data of tba voaaab 
S on g otna rog. boPtln Gmmairy to 
19S9 an tba yaxd of Ktym 
ScbUfawmfl - toaptb 32o-n 
ana biaudtb 8 at - 274 Urns pan 
MglenK - ptopntolon by one A cyl- 
todar 8KL dtaaa l angto*. wbb a ca- 

pactryofSBOHF. 

Tba vaaaal wS> bo aoU >■ to wbnw 

la*. Tba veseal Is pmaod; lying to 
DaiHugaa. tba Nakotote tor 
a p o crinn ot tba mil on only 


of tea Att o rney ef tba nadliara. 
Tba vaeari will ba aald to tba kdgb- 
eer Hddar In tb* Dotch oncMon. 
Tba eondl ri co e of aria ten* bean 
IDad at tba oOfea of tba date of 
the District CountsEonentua, 
Tba Attorney of 
Ft " 


Psttalaar. Axtomeya at Low, PJDl 
R em 19060 (8001 B» Ronndam. 
tba Hatb arlen d*. tef a plai n* 43110 
214 00 OQ, Miotoa -*31 10 214 03 
03, 


LEGAL PUBUC, 
COMPANY 
& 

PARLIAMENTARY 

NOTICES 

TO PLACE NOTICES FOIL 
THIS SECTION 
PLEASE TELEPHONE 

0171-7827344 

OR 

FAX: 0171-782 7827 

Notices are subject to 
eonfinnatlra and should bo 
Mcotnd Of 230pm two 
days prior to bteonfoa. 


The story, with its mix of 
danger and heroism, appealed 
to rhe public: but Cajraman 
commented much later that he 
thought that what made it a 
bestseller was the realisation 
so soon after the bitter experi¬ 
ences of Japanese prisoners-of- 
war that similar barbarism 
had been perpetrated by their 
fellow countrymen a mere -400 
years earlier. 

His reputation established, 
Caraman went on to write 
more than thirty books, 
among them biographies of 
the Jesuits Edmund Campion, 
Robert Southwell and Hemy 
Garnett, as well as the Corn¬ 
ish secular priest Cuthbert 
Mayne. Not that his energies 
were confined to writing 
books: he completed almost a 
dozen pamphlets for the Cath¬ 
olic Truth Society, all again 
meticulously wrinen and 
researched. 

In 1959 Caraman was ap¬ 
pointed vkc-postulaior of the 
Cause for Canonisation of the 
Forty Martyrs, a wide-ranging 
list of victims of the Henridan 
and Elizabethan persecution 
of Catholics that included men 
and women, priests, religious 
and lay brothers (one of them 
espedatly skilled at construct¬ 
ing priests' hiding holes in 
wainscots}. This massive task 
of documenting the heroic 
lives of so large a number 
Caraman undertook with his 
customary skill and enthusi¬ 
asm. it was to lake him more 
than four years before he 
successfully handed it over to 
the Roman authorities. 

It was while staying in 
Rome that Caraman^ zeal for 
research bore fruit He discov¬ 
ered examples of mis-cata- 
loguing in the Jesuit archives 
and presently unearthed neg¬ 
lected source material relating 
to the Jesuit missions in Para¬ 
guay. Not content with library 
research, he determined to 
visit the actual Indian settle¬ 
ment sites, which later formed 
the subject of the film The 
Mission. The British Ambas¬ 
sador to Argentina proved co¬ 
operative. and a light plane 
took Caraman on several field 
trips in the area- 

in 1989, Caraman success¬ 
fully underwent a major oper¬ 
ation in Taunton and returned 
to his parish in Dulverton, 
where he was active in his 
duties until last year. 

He is survived by his youn¬ 
ger sister. 


DOMINIQUE AURY 


Dominique Aury, writer 

and editor, died on April 

30 aged 90. She was bom 
on September 23,1907. 

IN MANY ways. Dominique 
Aury was the epitome of a 
French cultural eminence 
grise. As a fine translator, 
occasional editor of literary 
anthologies and an important 
figure at the country's leading 
publishing house. Gallimard. 
she rarely came under the 
spotlight. And yet this refined, 
intellectually passionate 
woman will be remembered 
as the author of perhaps the 
best-known work of erotic lit¬ 
erature this century, Histoire 
d'O. published under the 
pseudonym Pauline R£age in 
1954 and since translated into 
20 or more languages. 

Although the revelation was 
preceded by scandal sheets, a 
hint in £//e. and even a state¬ 
ment made by the more pru¬ 
dent La Monde, this seem¬ 
ingly incongruous connection 
was confirmed only in 1994. 
when The New Yorker pub¬ 
lished an extract from a book 
by John de St Jorre about 
Maurice Girodias’s notorious 
Olympia Press in Paris (the 
publisher also of Henry 
Miller and Nabokov’s Lolita). 
St Jorre had interviewed Aury 
and she had admitted having 
written the book, which was 
by then firmly entrenched in 
its own eccentric canon as a 
classic of eroticism. As Aury 
later put it."Histoire d'O. tfest 
moi." It seems unlikely, how¬ 
ever, that future editions will 
bear her name. 

In fact, Dominique Aury 
was itself a pseudonym de¬ 
rived from the maiden name 
of her mother, Louise Auri- 
coste. She was bom Anne Des- 
clos in Rochefort-sur-Mer. Jn 
her early childhood she was 
brought up by her grand¬ 
mother in Brittany, and later 
she studied at the Lyc£e F6ne- 
lon in Paris. After an English 
degree at the Sorbonne. she 
went on. like her father, to 
teach, working at the Paris- 
based Teachers College of 
Columbia University. 

All this changed, however, 
at the beginning of the war, 
when Aury met Jean Paulhan, 
the highly esteemed outgoing 
editor of die Nouvelle Revue 
Fmncaise, then the country's 
most respected literary review. 
Site was introduced to him by 
her father, in the hope that 
Paulhan's influence would 


help her to secure publication 
for an anthology of religious 
poetry she had been compil¬ 
ing. It did. The side-effect was 
that Aury fell passionately in 
love with Paulhan, who was 
more than 20 years her senior. 

The couple begin a produc¬ 
tive working relationship. She 
helped on Las Lettres Fran¬ 
coises. which Paulhan found¬ 
ed when the Nouvelle Revue 
Francaise was pulled into the 
sphere of the pro-German ten¬ 
dency under the new editor,. 
Drieu la Rochelle. After die 



war. Aury and Paulhan edited 
a book of Resistance writings. 
She was also beginning to 
work as a translator and 
editor at Gallimard. putting 
her name to the French ver¬ 
sions of books by Evelyn 
Waugh and others. She even¬ 
tually won the Prix Denyse 
Clarouin for translation. 

However, it was her waning 
affair with Paulhan that 
prompted her leap into the lit¬ 
erary unknown. Although his 
wife had been stricken with 
Parkinson's disease. Aury. 
new in her forties, felt that her 
lover was slipping away from 
her. So. remembering his taste 
for foe Marquis de Sade and 
his superior remark that 
“women are incapable of writ¬ 
ing an erotic novel", she set 
about proving him wrong. 
The result was what Paulhan 
later described as “the most 
ardent love letter that any man 
has ever received". 

In cool, precise prose, foe 
heroine of Histoire d’O gives 
herself up to the sadistic fanta¬ 
sies of her lover. Rend, his 
friend, the Englishman Sir 
Stephen, and foe anonymous 
figures to whom she is yielded. 
She is blindfolded, chained, 
whipped, made to wear a 


mask and taught to be “con¬ 
stantly available". The prose 
is graphic, foe style elegant, 
detailed 

Aury claimed that the writ¬ 
ing was quite easy, saying she 
had drawn on fantasies she 
had had as a solitary child in 
Brittany. Certainly she pro¬ 
duced a remarkable image of 
extreme male desire. 

Paulhan was delighted. 
When Gallimard refused O, 
he managed to persuade foe 
up-and-coming publisher of 
Sade. Jean-Jacques Pauverr. to 
take it on. Histoire d'O was 
presented in a lavish, any 
edition, with a preface by 
Paulhan entitled “Happiness 
in Slavery” in which he 
argued that sadomasochism is 
as nothing to the tortures of 
amorous dependency. 

But 1954 was hardly a per¬ 
missive moment in French 
life. Although it won the 1955 
Prix des Deux-Magots, O was 
banned. Its admirers included 
Graham Greene and that 
great explorer of eroticism. 
Georges Baiaille. Of the many 
names suggested as the pos¬ 
sible author — Malraux, 
Montherlant, Peyre de Man- 
diargues and P&ulhan himself 
■— none was a woman. Specu¬ 
lation focused on the arcane 
significance of foe single-letter 
name. O (in fact, an abbrevia¬ 
tion of Odile. chosen to spare a 
friend with the same name), 
and of Pauline K&age (a 
reference to two of Aury's 
heroines, Pauline Borghese 
and foe 19th-century French 
feminist Pauline Roland). 

Histoire d'O became an 
international bestseller, its 
fame heightened by a rather 
crude screen adaptation of 
1975. And while foe truth 
about Aury soon became 
known in literary circles, and 
even drew foe attentions of the 
police (which ended after a 
civilised lunch with the Minis¬ 
ter of Justice), she managed to 
avoid shocking her parents. 

Her career continued on its 
discreet, high-cultural path. 
She worked with Andre Gide 
on the review L’Arche. main¬ 
tained her editorial responsib¬ 
ilities at Gallimard. and pub¬ 
lished the occasional book. 
Lectures pour to us won the 
Grand Prix de la Critique in 
1958. Aury also sat on foe 
juries for literary prizes, and 
was awarded foe Legion 
d'Honneur. 

She is survived by foe son of 
her brief marriage. 


SYD LAWRENCE 


Syd Lawrence, 
bandleader, died on 
May 5 aged 74. He was 
born on Jane 26.1923. 

A SWORN foe of those he 
stigmatised as “three chord 
merchants" — ie. pop singers 
and guitarists — Syd Law¬ 
rence capitalised on a wave of 
nostalgia that afflicted those of 
a certain age who had grown 
up with the music of Glenn 
Miller and never really adjust¬ 
ed to the aural assault of 
rock'n'roll- It was a generation 
which had become used to the 
smooth, big-band style in the 
years when the Glenn Miller 
Army Air Force Band enter¬ 
tained US troops stationed in 
Europe during the Second 
World War. It felt like a cruel 
wrench when Miller was lost 
in an aircraft crash over the 
Channel in 1944. 

True, the Glenn Miller 
sound lived on in a series of 
American orchestras re¬ 
hearsed in foe distinctive 
creamy wind-band style. 
These could be heard in record 
request programmes on the 
wireless, but they made infre¬ 
quent tours to Britain- With a 
measure of prosperity return¬ 
ing to the North of England by 
the 1960s, Lawrence — a 
Northerner himself — realised 
that foe folk of Lancashire. 
Yorkshire and Cheshire were 
ready and able to get out and 
pay to hear their cherished 
Miller sound live: in concert 
halls, hotels and ballrooms. 

An old hand of foe BBC 
Northern Dance Orchestra’s 
brass section, he at first played 



simply for his clientele at the 
Railway Hotel in Handforfo, 
Cheshire, of which hostelry he 
was licensee. “At first we just 
played for kicks," he was later 
to say. But within a few 
months of his forming a 19- 
piece orchestra in 1969, book¬ 
ings were flowing in, and 
within a few months he was 
engaged five nights a week in 
venues all over the North and 
Midlands. The band never 
looked back. It was soon 
starring in the Granada TV 
show Glenn Miller Style and 
later became the resident band 
on Les Dawson’s weekly York¬ 
shire Television programme 
Sez Les. 

Although a Cheshire man 
through and through. Syd 
Lawrence was actually bom in 
Shotton, Flintshire, over foe 
border from Cheshire, where 
his father was employed at the 
steelworks. Lawrence senior, 
too, had music in his veins and 


played part-time at local dance 
halls. Syd Lawrence studied 
violin as a child before switch¬ 
ing to the brass section, play¬ 
ing foe comet in a local band. 
At 18 he turned professional. 
But by that time, 1941, the war 
was in progress and he was 
claimed for service by the 
RAF. But he soon gravitated 
towards Air Force music-mak¬ 
ing. and became a member of 
foe RAF Middle East Com¬ 
mand Dance Orchestra. 

For some years after the war 
he played with a number of 
different bands, among them 
good names such as Ken 
Mackintosh, Cyril Stapleton 
and Geraldo. But the South 
was not his natural stamping 
ground. In 1953 he joined foe 
BBC Northern Dance Orches¬ 
tra as a trumpet player. This 
gave him security for the next 
15 years, while at the same 
time proving something of a 
strairjacket, if a benevolent 
one. He found the tendency of 
foe light music industry to 
follow foe lead of pop some¬ 
what disconcerting. 

However, he did not repine 
but formed his own rehearsal 
band to play the music he 
liked at foe Cheshire pub he 
ran. Concentrating on the 
kind of dance and swing 
music which had been popu¬ 
lar in the US in, the Thirties 
and Forties — and known 
especially to British audiences 
through the wartime activity 
of Glenn Miller — he found 
his band had a growing 
audience. The faithful tran¬ 
scriptions he made from 
Miller records were particu¬ 


larly popular, and in 1969 he 
decided to leave the BBC and 
form a full-time band. 

There was no attempt to 
disguise foe derivative nature 
of its activities — “Miller" had 
by that time become a genre 
rather than a brand name. In 
foe US foe official Glenn 
Miller Band was playing on, 
thirty and forty years after the 
masters death, and there were 
many other orchestras trying 
to reproduce foe sound. With 
his careful study of Miller 
scores and records. Lawrence 
was more successful at this 
than most of them, so success¬ 
ful indeed that at one stage the 
Miller family contemplated 
legal action for breach of 
copyright Lawrence was un¬ 
repentant nothing came of it 

With his television appear¬ 
ances Lawrence and his band 
became hugely popular. He 
cut more than twenty albums 
ami appeared at foe 1970 
Royal Command Perfor¬ 
mance. But Cheshire re¬ 
mained his heartland — he 
had never really enjoyed his 
immediate postwar experi¬ 
ences in London and the South 
East. The Miller/Lawrence 
sound seemed never to date, 
and in spite of a fall from a 
stage at Colchester in 1981, 
when he broke a wrist he 
continued to lead the band 
until 1994. He then retired to 
his home in Wilmslow. from 
where, for the next two years, 
he continued to direct its 
affairs. 

He is survived by his wife 
Catherine and by a son and a 
daughter. 


THE COACHING 
SEASON. 

There has been only one coach 
running during the winter, this being 
foe Vivid, which is kept going all the 
year between London and Hampton 
Court but a second coach. Mr. E. 
Brown’s Perseverance, came on to foe 
road from London to Dorking, on 
Easter Monday, and three others made 
their first journey for the season on May 
Day. This brings up foe total to five, 
and, so far as is known, there win be no 
further addition to their number, a very 
different state of things from that which 
prevailed some years ago. when there 
were nearly a score of coaches having 
London for their terminus. 

It cannot be said that the gradual 
decrease is due altogether to foe advent 
of the motor-car. Tor coaching as a 
pastime has been dedining before this 
new form of locomotion had become 
popular. When there was a revival of 
interest in coaching, which was due to 
the initiative of men like the late Duke of 


ON THIS DAY 

May 7,1906 


One example of the delights of coach travel 
(horse-dram) would be the Perseverance, 
leaving London at 10JO. reaching Dorking at 
2 o'clock via Bax HilL and after an hour for 
lunch at the While Harr, returning to London 
by 6.45 pm. 

Beaufort, Sir Algernon Peyton. Colonel 
Stracey Qitherow, and one or two 
others, foe coaches were in foe hands of 
amateurs who did not expect to make 
money out of than; but with one 
exception, the five coaches which are 
now on foe road are the property of 
professional coachmen, who. in default 
of carrying enough passengers to cover 
expenses, are subsidised by subscribers, 
who pay so much for the privilege of 
driving foe coach once or twice a week. 

No one can blame foe coach propri¬ 


etors for endeavouring to make both 
ends meet, and it is to their credit that 
foe coaches in which they take so much 
pride are well equipped and driven in a 
style which is not always seen at foe 
meets of foe Coaching Club in Hyde 
Park. 

The routes of four of foe five roaches 
now on the road (namely, the Vivid, foe 
Venture, the Vigilant, and foe Persever¬ 
ance) lie in part through Surrey, and, if 
they do nothing else, the coaches make 

S ' familiar with the country lying 
a radius of 25 miles of Norfoum- 
berland-avenue. 

People flock to distant places in 
England. Wales. Scotland and Ireland, 
but the commons of Surrey, the wood¬ 
lands of Sussex, and the scenery within 
reach of London are scarcely known 
except to motorists and cyclists. 

Yet all this beautiful scenery is seen at 
its best from the outside of a well- 
appointed coach, while there are few 
finer stretches of road than that which 
foe Vigilant covers in foe drive from 
London to Brighton and batik. 
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NEWS 


Make history, say Blair and Major 

■ Tony Blair stood shoulder-to-shoulder with John Major and 
urged the people of Northern Ireland to “make their own 
history” by voting Yes in the peace accord referendum. 

They arrived in Belfast boosted by the crucial news that Sinn 
Fein leaders had declared their support for a Yes vote and 
signalled their readiness to take their seats for the first time in a 
Northern Ireland Assembly-----Page 1 


Shearer called before FA 

■ Alan Shearer, the England captain, was ordered by the 
Football Association to appear before a disciplinary com¬ 
mission to explain his clash-with Neil Lennon of Leicester City 
in a Premiership game last week. Shearer, the Newcastle 
United forward, who has a reputation for fair play, has not 
been charged with misconduct-Page 1 


Rail left turn 

Fears of rail strikes and a resur¬ 
gence of trade union militancy 
were sparked after the surprise 
election of a hard-left candidate 
as leader of the train drivers 
union Aslef-Page I 


Rape trial guidance 

Judges in rape trials were urged 
by the Lord Chief Justice to put an 
end to lengthy and humiliating 
cross-examination of victims by 
defendants-Page 9 


Tory contenders 

Peter Lilley as well as Michael 
Portillo considered challenging 
for the leadership of the Tory 
party in 1995, it is disclosed 
today---Pages I, 21 


Arms investigation 

Robin Cook announced an inves¬ 
tigation into allegations that se¬ 
nior Foreign Office officials gave 
the go-ahead for arms to be sent 
to Sierra Leone in breach of a UN 
embargo-Page 2 


Discord 

A leading American pianist and 
scholar has made a scathing at¬ 
tack on the cellist Julian Lloyd 
Webber and taken a sideswipe at 
his composer brother Andrew in 
a dispute over avant-garde and 
populist music--Page 15 


Drugs film denial 

Film-makers behind a controver¬ 
sial award-winning documentary 
on the Colombian drugs trade 
denied allegations that they had 
faked the programme —Page 5 

Sainsbury check-out 

Britain’s most famous family 
firm ended 13 decades of tradi¬ 
tion. when Lord Sainsbury of 
Tinville resigned as chairman of 
the supermarket chain — Page 6 

Galactic explosion 

The biggest explosion yet detected 
has been traced to a galaxy about 
12 billion light years away. For a 
brief moment the event produced 
as much energy as the rest of the 
universe put together_Page 8 


Vatican funeral 

The commander of. the Papal 
Swiss Guard and his wife who 
were murdered in the Vatican on 
Monday evening were given a 
state funeral-Page 16 

Killer mudslides 

Up to 100 Italians were feared 
dead in a series of mudslides set 
off by freak heavy rains in 
Campania-Page 17 

Watergate echo 

Echoes of Watergate returned to 
haunt the White House after a 
judge rejected President Clinton’s 
use of executive privilege to shield 
senior aides from questions about 
his alleged affair with Monica 
Lewinsky-Page 18 


Captain defended 

An Australian Navy officer was 
defended by colleagues over his 
decision to seal the doors to a 
blazing engine room in which 
four crewmen died-Page 19 


Beatles recall their yesterdays 


I George Harrison recalled the early days of the Beatles in the 
High Court as they fought to recover a 36-year-old tape. 
Harrison, 54, told how he had taught John Lennon to play the 
guitar and recalled the group’s first gigs m the dingy Star Club 
in Hamburg. He was giving evidence in a battle over an early 
recording of the group - Page 3 


THE TIMES CROSSWORD NO 20,785 



ACROSS 

I Mouth organ producing a sensa¬ 
tion (5-3). 

6 Close curtains (6). 

9 As delectable as a foreign sweet? 

( 10 ). 

10 Continue being a fool (4). 

11 Such policemen obvious duds? 
(5,7). 

13 Disheartened poet is finished (4). 

14 To read or write without any 
breaks? That's a killer (8). 

17 Contradiction associated with a 
disorder of the mind (S). 

18 Story that’s long, ladling point? 
(4>- 

20 Viola can be played by them? 
Nonsense* (12). 


23 Giant Gog (or Magog) resembled 
to some extent (4). 

24 A nice route, perhaps, for one 
who has lots to get rid of (10). 

25 Pomp is heard grating (6). 

26 Carved edge round tomb (8). 
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DOWN 

2 It may attract attention—particu¬ 
larly if raised? (4). 

3 There are strings attached to this 
bottom item (9). 

4 Top book by English brain (6). 

5 The dear-cut feature (8.7). 

6 People teaching study of ancient 
customs (8). 

7 Dreadful thing we regularly 
experience lately (5). 

8 Telegraph needs twenty directors 
( 10 ). 

12 Pointer, nominally index-linked 

( 10 ). 

15 Country renamed by Asian is in 
turmoil (9). 

16 Pilot with seniority gets cheap 
travel (8). 

19 Putting on for the time being (6). 

21 Stay with wife in Dmgky, say (5). 

22 Old withered prophet speaking 

m- 


Times Two Crossword, page 52 
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Gordon Brown, the Chancellor, with children in Jakarta yesterday during his visit to Indonesia to support financial reforms, page 19 


Merger: Germany’s Daimler-Benz, 
■ maker of Mercedes Benz cars and 
commercial vehicles, is discussing 
a possible $35 billion merger with 
Chrysler, one of America’s big 

three manufacturers-Page 27 

Record sale: PolyGram became 
the second big record company to 
be offered for sale after Britain’s 
EMI. when Philips said it was 
“considering options" for its 75 per 
cent_—-Page 27 


Tougher regime: Insider dealers 
face the sanction of unlimited fines, 
tinder a proposed tough new civil 
regime-Page 27 


Markets: The FTSE 100 rose 5.9 to 
5992.4. Sterling fen from 1045 to 
104.4 after a rise from $1.6590 to 
$1.6618 but a fall from DM2.9412 to 
DM2.9329_Page 31 


Football: Alan Shearer, the Eng¬ 
land captain, has been summoned 
by the FA to explain his controver¬ 
sial challenge on NeQ Lennon, of 
Leicester City-Page 52 

Cricket British Universities beat 
Gloucestershire by seven runs in a 
Benson and Hedges Cup despite an 
undefeated 119 by Jade Russell, the 
England wicketkeeper—Page 49 
Rugby union: Decisions made to¬ 
day in London and Johannesburg 
will determine the wellbeing of the 
English game and the structure of 
the global game-Page 47 

Swimming: Oxford and Cambridge 
are to hold a new inrer-Varsity 
contest, a relay race across the Eng¬ 
lish Channel in July. Both teams 
will consist of three men and three 
women-Page 47 


ARTS 


Few pitch: Get out your flares 
and point that finger — Saturday 
Night Fever hits the West End 
Stage in all its foot-tapping, pelvis- 
thrusting exuberance Page 36 

Marathon man: Daniel Barenboim 
kicks off one of this season’s most 
important music events with the 
first instalment of his series of Beet¬ 
hoven masterpieces on the South 
Bank-Page 36 


New movies: You’ve read the con¬ 
troversy, now read the film review 
— Lolita reaches our screens. Plus 
Martha — Meet Frank, Daniel 
and Laurence -Page 37 


Dr Do-tots: Tonight sees the Strat¬ 
ford opening of a tough new play. 
Bad Weather, in July the musical 
Dr Dolittle arrives: and Steven 
Pimlott directs both-Page 39 



TOMORROW 


IN THE TIMES 


■ MEDIA 
Highrftying hacks: 
are America’s 
helicopter journalists 
going beyond 
the limit? 


■ EDUCATION 
Time for a closer look 
at the new style 
of maths teaching 


Dr Thomas Stuttaforefc On aller¬ 
gies: chronic fatigue syndrome; 
pesticides; baldness and folic 
add-Page 20 


Exhausted; In 1956 an outbreak of 
ME attacked staff at the Royal Free 
Hospital-Page 20 


Tory trauma: In the second extract 
from Guilty Men, about Tory feud¬ 
ing. Hywel Williams reveals the 
bitter undercurrents behind the 
Conservative leadership campaign 
of 1995 -Page 21 


Reviews: V.S. Naipaul’s prose al¬ 
most seduces Anita Desai; Bel 
Mooney takes a peep at the porno¬ 
graphy industry; Alex Pravda as¬ 
sess the Soviet empire: John Bayley 
and a literary original Pages 40,41 


TRAVEL 


- . 7 




Best buys: A London break for £60 
a night; in search of eagles and 
bears in wildest Spain: nine days in 
India for just over £700— Page 43 




Being young, good looking, vigor¬ 
ous and almost totally without a 
dogma of any kind has made Blair 
as world-renowned as Thatcher. 
When the dove came bade to No¬ 
ah’s Ark it didn’t get the reception 
Prime Minister Tony Blair had last 
week when he came home to Brit¬ 
ain. Of course, the dove didn’t have 
spin doctors — Moscow Times 


RA DfOATV 


Preview: Why has progress on a 
“wonder drug” been so slow? Hori¬ 
zon (BBC2, 930pm). Review: A 
non-interview with unfriendly 
Friends -- Pages 5ft 51 






Defence of the realm 

If the forces swelling to buffet the 
Union are to be stilled, then Mr 
Blair must make new allies and 
arguments. Otherwise the ground 
may be cut from underneath new 
Labour-—— Page 23 


The buck stops where? 


Almost by default, Robert Rubin, 
the Treasury Secretary, has 
emerged as the most serious US 
foreign policy figure_Page 2^- 


Approachlng the limit 

At the moment, the balance be¬ 
tween risk and reward on the mads 

seems remarkably sound. Britain 
has fewer drink-related deaths 
than any other European 
country-Page 23 




WILLIAM REES-MOGG 


Most people like being canvassed. 
In Clutton I have the added advan¬ 
tage that at every other house I run 
into someone Whose grandmother 
knew my Aunt Mollie in the WI,or 
whose great aunt changed my 
nappy-Page 22 

MAGNUS UNKLATER | 


It is coincidence but somehow ap¬ 
propriate. Just as the polls shew 
Nationalists pulling ahead of Lab-, 
our, a claimant has emerged to the 
vacant throne; die House of Stuart 
is making a comeback— Page 22 
JOHN BRYANT 
Gening a player to the game on 
time may seem like a bit of a detail, 
but dentils are what make a 
champion---Page 46 


PETER RIDDELL 

Labour's real worry is fow turnout, 
as supporters stay at home oat of 
apathy or disillusion with the Gov¬ 
ernment That explains why minis¬ 
ters have been banging foe drum 
so loudly. 



Father Philip Caraman, Jesuit; 
Dominique Aury, writer; Syd Law¬ 
rence. bandleader——PagrB 


Reginald Kray; Church music. 
NHS legal fees; scrutiny of Bills; 
Japan’s PoWs; btoebeflsrBonnarw; 
Diana fountain--Page 23 
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FORECAST 


□ General: rain in Scotland, Northern 
Ireland and the North, heaviest in the west 


drier in the east Fresh southwest wind. Max 
16C(61F). 


dry with hazy 

_ England and Wales mostly dry 
and mild tonight. 

□ London, SE England, E Anglia, 
Mkfiands, E En gl a nd: ctood breaking to 
allow warm sunny spells. Moderate south¬ 
west wind. Max 19C (66F). 

□ Central S England, Channel Isles: 
cloud and patchy drizzle giving wav to 
sunny spells. Fresh southwest wind. Max 
16C [61F). 

□ SW England, Wales: mainly cloudy 
with drizzle and mist along coasts and hAs. 
Fresh southwest wind. Max 15C (59F). 

□ NW England, Lake District, Isis of 
Man, Central N England, NE England: 
cloudy with raki this morning but becoming 


□ Borders, Edinburgh & Dundee, 
Aberdeen, SW Scotland, Glasgow, Cen¬ 
tral Highlands, Argyll: rain this momma, 
heaviest in the west. Drier m the far south 
later Moderate southwest wind Max 14C 
(57F). 


□ Moray Firth, NE & NW Scotland, 
Orkney, Shetland: early sunshine, rain 
reaching aU but far north by evening. 
Moderate southwest wind. Max 14C (57F). 


□ Northern Ireland, Irish Republic: 

outbreaks of rain, heaviest In west. 
Moderate southwest wind. Max 14C (57F) 


□ Outlook: ran in Scotland and Northern 
Ireland, elsewhere drier aid warmer with 
good sunny spells but risk of thundery 
showers. 


24 hra to 5 pm: fa 

otxigts; c=»doud; d-drtale: ds^dust storm; du=du8; f-talr lb=*og: 
ramin: Sh-shower si-sleet; sn=snow; s-sun; t=thunder 

g-gate;h- 

haft 


Sun 

Rain 


a* 



Sui Bain 


Mar 



hts 

in 

c 

l- 



hre in 

c 

1- 


Aberdeen 

7.0 

Q.07 

13 

55 

sh 

KWoss 

X 





Anglesey 

20 

an 

13 

fab 

b 

Leeds 

3.5 

027 

14 

57 

r 

XS. 

IK 

0.8/ 

12 

54 

sh 

Leuchers 

7.0 

001 

14 

hi 

sh 

7.9 

□ 02 

12 

54 

sh 

LlCtohmpfn 

12 

0 

15 

59 

c 

Bettast 

- 

tt14 

12 

54 

r 

London 

32 

0.01 

•8 

54 

b 













BognorR 

29 

- 

1b 

59 

c 

Manchester 

tJti 

019 

13 

fab 

c 


2.0 

0.01 

15 

59 

c 

Margate 

3.7 

0.02 

1/ 

S3 

c 

Bristol 

5.4 

0.04 

1b 

by 

d 

Morecambe 

1.7 

042 

13 

5b 

f 

Buxton 

3S 

(140 

12 

54 

b 

Nswcasfla 

4.7 

OIK 

13 

55 

s 

Canflff 

X 

004 

14 

5/ 

c 

Norwich 

23 

003 

17 

63 

b 

Clacton 

bK 

0.02 

17 

83 

b 

Orford 

30 

001 

16 

61 

c 

CJeechomes 
Cdwyn Bay 

as 

0.08 

18 

61 

s 

Penzance 

X 

otn 

13 

Si 

c 

zs 

ooa 

14 

57 

c 

Poote 

15 

- 

17 

63 

c 

Cromer 

AS 

aos 

16 

61 

b 

PrastEiyn 

X 

008 

15 

bS 

b 

Eastbourne 

ij» 

0.01 

13 

55 

du 

fleas or Wye 

42 

003 

16 

61 

fa 

Ertnburgh 

7.1 

0.01 

13 

fab 

sh 

Satexnbe 

15 

0.03 

13 

5b 

fa 

Eakdalerrxjfr 

3.9 

Olfc 

12 

54 

sh 

SauntnSnd 

02 

ace 

13 

55 


Exmbuth 

12 

Q.U2 

15 

50 

sh 

Scartxjro* 

15 

019 

13 

55 

c 

Fishguard 

52 

0.08 

14 

5/ 

b 

Shrewsbury 

32 

002 

15 

58 

c 

Fokastone 

22 

001 

14 

b? 

c 

Skegness 

SouSaaa 

31 

ao2 

16 

81 

b 

Glasgow 

at 

013 

12 

54 

sh 

44 


15 

58 

b 

auemeey 

0.1 

0.01 

1b 

b9 

d 

Stornoway 

113 

0.04 

11 

52 

h 

Hastings 

1.4 

0.01 

13 

fab 

c 

Swenags 

1.6 

OOI 

14 

57 

d 

%?>'■ 

30 

37 

0.01 

tb 

13 

fay 

55 

sh 

du 

Telgnmoukh 

Tenby 

08 

33 

0.01 

CUM 

15 

14 

59 

57 

c 

b 

Hunstanton 

X 

005 

1b 

S 

b 

Tlree 

7.6 

009 

11 

52 


teJeoTMai 

12 

028 

13 

55 

c 

Torquay 

06 

0.01 

15 

59 


Ue or Wight 
Jersey 

3.4 

001 

am 

13 

13 

fab 

55 

c 

c 

Tynemouth 

WedonsMara 

2.0 

003 

0.04 

13 

15 

55 

59 

c 

b 


-;r\ 

".“J, f 

: •• 



■’ .-‘1 

•- 

- • 




16 

61 1 

Cologne 

13 56 C 

Madrid 

15 

58s 

Rome 

17 

63 1 

27 

32 

81 c 
90s 

Cphagn 

Corfu 

12 54 I 

19 69 1 

Majorca 

Malaga 

14 

21 

57 d 
70 9 

Setztwg 

S Frisco 

10 

17 

50C 
63 1 

19 

11 

66c 
52 1 

Out»i 

Dubnwnlk 

13 55 1 

12 54 r 

Malta 

Metome 

19 

13 

66 1 
55 c 

Santiago 

S Paulo 

18 

X 

64 c 

2t 

res 

Fam 

20 66s 

Mexico C 

29 

82 G 

SeoU 

26 

79 5 

30 86 3 
36 971 

Florence 

Frsrttfurt 

20 681 

IS 59 3 

Manx 

M5an 

31 

21 

ea s 
70 1 

iSffi, 

33 

5 

91 C 
41 r 

29 

84 5 

Funchal 

17 63 c 

Montreal 

24 

75 s 

Strasb rg 

14 

57 C 

18 

64 9 

Geneva 

15 59 s 

Moscow 

19 

661 

Sydney 

17 

63 r 

25 

77 8 

Gtomltar 

21 70 s 

Munich 

10 

50c 

Tanglw 

Ter/Wv 

19 

66 ( 

28 

79 1 

i MauM 

10 50 c 

Nairobi 

21 

70 1 

34 

33 S 

12 

54 1 

Hong K 

tonsEn* 

26 62 n 

Naples 

16 

81 i 

Tenerife 

20 

68 c 

10 

50 c 

14 57 1 

NDett 

38100 9 

Tokyo 

20 

68 1 

20 

68 r 

Istanbul 

22 72s 

N York 

15 

59 r 

Tororta 

17 

63s 

15 

39 & 

Jeddah 

39102 S 

Nice 

19 

66 s 

Tunis 

21 

70 1 

16 

61 1 

Jo "burg 

25 77 s 

Oslo 

12 

54 1 

Valencia 

20 

681 

13 

55c 

L Palmas 

22 72 ! 

Parts 

16 

61 C 

Vane* war 

15 

50 s 

14 

67 S 


12 54 r 

Perth 

22 

72 C 

Venice 

17 

83 1 

21 

70 1 

20 68 8 

Prague 

10 

60 C 

ytarma 

IS 

50 f 

38100 S 
18 64 c 

Locarno 

LAngeb 

20 68 9 

16 81 r 

%££? 

4 

20 

39 1 
689 

Warsaw 
Wash Ion 

8 

21 

46 r 

70 r 

20 

68 1 

Luwrfcg 

13 66 c 

node J 

21 

70 1 

wemgton 

15 

59 X 

12 

54 X 

Liner 

42108 1 

Riyadh 

34 

93s 

Zurich 

13 

55 f 


TempercXues * midday local time on Tuesday X - no) avaflaUa 










* ■ 


-— - i 0i > 

- io the chart below from noon: lows A and Bwiflmcwstowfy northeast and contree- 

to fill; fronts associated with tew B will also move northeast highs G and H wH slowly decline 


” .vt- 









V 


TODAY 

Aberdeen 

Avcrrrxxflh 


Caroil 

Davenport 

□over 

Dublh 

FamrxJfi 

Greenock' 

Harwich 


Hoiyheed 
Hu« (Atari 


(tttart Or 
Bfracomte 
King's Lynn 
Lam 


AM 

HT 

PM 

HT 

TODAY 

AM 

HT 

11-53 

36 

027 

36 

Liverpool 

934 

80 

5:12 

109 

5.45 

11.3 

London Bridge 

12:17 

6.4 

9-12 

31 

9.S7 

3.0 

Lowestoft 

828 

22 

4.58 

102 

5.31 

105 

Margate 

1037 

42 

3:41 

46 

420 

4.7 

MOord Haven 

424 

6.7 

9-J3 

56 

9-47 

59 

Newquay 

322 

55 

1007 

3.7 

1038 

36 

Oban 

422 

32 

3:12 

44 

3-61 

45 

Penzanos 

249 

46 

10-41 

29 

11-36 

29 

Portland 

4.44 

1.4 

10-11 

35 

1029 

34 

Portsmouth 

950 

35 

EL50 

48 

921 

48 

Shoreham 

933 

45 

445 

72 

450 

75 

Soxnampwn 

. 9-12 

39 

4:08 

7.6 

^ 4 -38 

77 

Swansea 

425 

7S 

«:53 

5.3 

457 

55 

Teas 

IAS 

4.7. 



1-13 

4 7 

WaJtorvChvNazB 

1008 

3.7 


PM 


157 


HT 
. 82 
-a? 

■■4* 

--s.r 

.■*! 

>x 

:U 

u 

53 

43 

80 

Aft 

3.7 


Crown copyright reserved. AS bmes GMT Heights h metree 



However many times you hop 3CTOSS to Europe 
you're covered with ow travel insretca. Rom 4 

To enrol call quoting reference TVVB13. 


yen 

0800700737 


Insurance 




Services ■a T » Ti l i >uiwnp i ' i h oi i fc p a a M0fe PitB»iHaeG»reMKi»4etsreg* ^a e 4riHwteiaii» 


No need to compromise 


;\N^ 


! < L - 




2 


OPA N 




tom 


in$ 


deal 




Chr 


BlOlT.Lk M. ' v 


pai.v_: 

fer i'i •. 
Kilh u. ■. 

I'-’t.Z 

fifeMiril:- .V ■ 
Tr-c;,: , 

meat- i-.. 
in ib t • - 

corfe ;• : 

Gr. 

Ulktj- r\- __. 
Eltom: — 

a 

"Dami'ir-t - 
ife k, L;...' -.' 
merger : '.. 

^ rtxTxz: - 


B »U2p ,-f 

bined-- -.■ 


Jwincenir-.-T 

Chn'sjr; 



| Nsi D e B ' Jo ' a ‘"-- 







V 







































27 


THE 



TIMES 






/-) 


\V 


» r 

// 



INSIDE 

SECTION 

2 

TODAY 



BUSINESS 

Extranet expected 
to offer victory 
over bureaucracy 
PAGE 33 



ARTS 

Success comes in all 
sizes for theatre’s 
Steven Pimlott 
PAGES 36-39 


but 



SPORT 

Gifford determined 
to prove her point 
at Badminton 
PAGES 44-52 


TELEVISION 

AND 

RADIO 

PAGES 

50,51 


Sty, S BUSINESS EDITOR Patienrp Whp g trrr.ft 


THURSDAY MAY 7 1998 





■'Sew 


?-»a 






-jra 




'A 


_ 


s- * 


By Sarah Cunningham 

SIR GEORGE BULL, the outgoing 
deputy chairman of Diageo, has 
been appointed chairman of J Sains- 
“ ur y surprise resignation of 

Lord Sainsbury of Turville. 

His departure, after six years in 
the chair, is set for September and 
means thai for the first time in its 129- 

year history there wifi not be a mem¬ 
ber of the Sainsbury family running 
the business, and no members of the 
clan working in the organisation. 

Sir George, unlike Lord Sains¬ 


bury, will be a non-executive chair¬ 
man. Day-ro-dav running of the 
business will be left to Dino 
Adriano, who has been made group 
chief executive. David Bremner, 
who has been running the Home- 
base and American supermarket 
businesses, is to be his deputy. 

Lord Sainsbury. who intends to 
become a Labour working peer, an¬ 
nounced his resignation as he re¬ 
vealed that the group had relumed 
to profit growth after two years of 
decline. Pre-tax profit in the year to 
March 7 rose HR per cent to £728 


million. Sales growth at the super¬ 
markets, excluding new stores, was 
3.4 per cent, which includes 1.6 per 
cent price inflation. In the first eight 
weeks of this financial year, the rate 
of growth has slowed to 2.8 per cent, 
with inflation at between I and 2 per 
cenL 

The company's shares rose 224 p 
to 5Q24p, mainly because of the 
news that Lord Sainsbury was leav¬ 
ing and also on relief that, after a 
series of disappointments, the prof¬ 
its were in line with expectations. 
Analysts said that Lord Sains bury’s 


departure could open up new possi¬ 
bilities for the company, and would 
give Mr Adriano a freer hand in 
running the company. However, 
they also pointed out that Salis¬ 
bury's sales growth remains consid¬ 
erably below that of Tesco, which 
has overtaken it as market leader. 

Mr Adriano said that a new form¬ 
at. which has so far been used at 
only one store, is to be tested at four 
more stores by September and 15 by 
the aid of this year. Hie first of three 
new-style convenience stores is to 
open in the late summer in London, 


in Fulham Palace Road. Seven more 
stores specially designed for country 
towns are set to open and three city 
centre stores are due to open next 
year. The first will be in Tottenham 
Court Road. Central London. The 
company also plans to expand 21 
stores this year and sees scope to 
expand 150 in ail. 

The company has established a 
series of targets for its businesses 
including achieving 1 to 2 per cent 
like-for-like volume growth in its 
supermarkets and taking out £100 
million of costs. In its DIY business. 


nine Homebase stores were shut 
and a further 15 are due for closure 
this year. Sales of gardening equip¬ 
ment were hit by the wet weather 
this spring, the company said, with 
the result that Homebase■$ like-for- 
like sales in the first eight weeks of 
this year rose only 21 per cent. 

Earnings per share before excep¬ 
tional costs and property items were 
26.2p (23.Ip) and the final dividend 
of I0.I5p a share will make a total 
for the year of 13.9p (12Jp). 


Commentary, page 29 




Daimler 
to merge 
in $35bn 
deal with 
Chiysler 

By Oliver August in new york and Adam Jones in London 


DAIMLER-BENZ and i 
J er are negotiating a $35 
billion (£21 billion) merger 
that could create the world's 
fifth-largest car maker. 

The deal would be likely to 
trigger a consolidation wave 
in die automobile sector, ac¬ 
cording to Wall Street and 
City analysts, and may have a 
fall-out effect across US and 
European engineering. 

A joint statement said: 
“Daimler-Benz and Chrysler 
are in talks about a passible 
merger of both companies. 
The merger could include a 
swap of shares into a com¬ 
bined company." 

Both boards were meeting 
yesterday and further an¬ 
nouncements were promised. 
Chrysler is the third-largest 


SHARES in British Aerospace 
leapt 6 per cent yesterday on 
the hope that BAe might buy 
into, or merge with, Dasa, the 
Daimler-Benz aerospace arm, 
Adam Jones writes. Analysts 
think Daimler-Benz could 
withdraw from aerospace in a 
merger with Chrysler. Nick 
Cunningham, at Salomon 
Smith Barney, said BAe 
would probably not be able to 
buy all of Dasa at once, nor 
may it want to. An alliance be¬ 
tween BAe and Dasa. which 
includes Airbus, helicopter 
and engine interests, would 
mar ginalise France, where 
stale ownership has ham¬ 
pered industry restructuring. 

US rarmalter while Daimler is 
Germany’s largest industrial 
company with interests in car 
manufacturing, aerospace 
and electronics. 

Analysts said the deal could 
mm our to be a takeover of 
Chrysler by Daimler for about 
$35 billion rather than a 
merger. A 15 per cent jump m 
Chrysler's share P™* 
its market value to $30 billion. 
Daimler has a marker capita¬ 
lisation of $55 billion. Its 

shares rose 7 per cent 

The deal would be tne 


world's largest merger of two 
industrial groups and follows 
in tile footsteps of mega- 
mergers in the communica¬ 
tions and banking sectors. Hal 
Rirch, cohead of DU'S merg¬ 
er unit said: “We are in an era 
where historical limitations 
have been thrown aside. Noth¬ 
ing is too big." 

Tom DiBefla, vice-president 
of Adtus Investment Manage¬ 
ment, said: “It makes sense for 
Chrysler to get into bed with 
Daimler. The country Hags 
have come down and the flag 
of profitability has gone up.” 

A combination of the two 
carmakers would aim at in¬ 
creasing each group's market 
access and at cutting oosts. 
Overcapacity in the European 
car sector is currently believed 
to stand at about 20 per cent 

Mercedes-Benz, the Daim¬ 
ler luxury car division, is 
strong in Europe but has 
failed to achieve a big break¬ 
through in the US market The 
merger would also achieve 
Daimler's long-time ambition 
of establishing itself in the 
non-luxury car market. 

Chrysler, the maker of light 
trucks and sports utility vehi¬ 
cles, has a US market share of 
16 per cent but faces problems 
in Europe. 

Scott Merlis, an analyst at 
Merlis Automotive Interna¬ 
tional, said: “To some exient 
there is a hand-in-glove fit_ 
Chrysler has been working 
very hard to penetrate Europe 
in overseas markets. Mer¬ 
cedes has been working to get 
a presence in the mass market 
in North America." 

The merged group would 
produce an annual 3.7 million 
vehicles. Car companies have 
been talking about consolida¬ 
tion for some time. Ferdinand 
Piech. the VW chief executive, 
recently predicted that the 
number of leading carmakers 
would drop from 19 to less 
than a dozen. Shares prices of 
European car makers, includ¬ 
ing Fiat, Volvo and Peugeot, 
r ose about 5 per cent _ 

Driving ambition, page 28 



Gates in personal 
appeal to avert 
new legal action 

From Oliver August in new york 


BILL GATES, the Microsoft 
chairman, has made a person¬ 
al appeal to Joel Klein, the US 
Justice Department’s competi¬ 
tion chief, not to proceed with 
a broad anti-trust suit against 
the software groupduring a 
"high-noon" meeting. 

Mr Gates requested the two- 
hour talk, the first between the 
two men over this issue, to 
avert the threat of a new 
lawsuit under the 1935 Sher¬ 
man Act. The suit would be 
aimed at dismantling the 
dominant position held in the 
market by Microsoft. 

The meeting was arranged 
at very short notice in antici¬ 
pation that the highly damag¬ 
ing suit will be filed soon. 
Microsoft, America's second 
biggest company, could be 
forced to license its products to 
introduce competition into the 
market for computer operat¬ 
ing systems. 

Microsoft said: “It was more 
of an opportunity for Bill to 
talk directly with Mr Klein 
about why Microsoft views the 


freedom to innovate and to 
continually improve our prod¬ 
uct is so fundamentally impor¬ 
tant It was not a negotiating 
session." 

The Justice Department 
said: “Until we have made a 
final derision on the suit we 
will listen to all sides, and that 
includes Bill Gates.” 

Mr Gates told Mr Klein that 
a move against his company 
would hurt the entire comput¬ 
er industry and possibly the 
American economy. Microsoft 
has won the support of other 
computer companies in its 
fight against an anti-trust 
prosecution. 

The companies fear that a 
delay of the release of 
Microsoft products could hurt 
their own sales. 

Regulators have threatened 
to block the release of Win¬ 
dows 98, a new operating 
system. 

Microsoft is already faring a 
limited anti-trust suit over its 
software used to browse the 
Internet. 
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(PSA), the City regulator, will be 
equipped with civil sanctions aimed at 
Slugging gaps in the existing legisla¬ 
tion. it will have the power to prosecute 
cases of Insider dealing, along with 
other areas of marker manipulation. It 
will also have the power to prosecute 
criminal breaches of the regulations on 
money laundering. It is also proposed 
that the Stock Exchange be given the 
power to impose fines for breaches of 
the listing rules. 

Under the present system, suspected 
cases of insider dealing are passed by 
the Exchange to the Department of 


Trade and industry, which must then 
deride whether to prosecute. The FSA 
will take on the role, although the DTI 
will retain concurrent powers. A code 
of market conduct will set out behav¬ 
iour which would be unacceptable in 
the markets. Legislation will allow for 
an independent appeals tribunal. 

Alistair Darling. Chief Secretary to 
the Treasury, said the measures would 
further enhance the UK’s standing in 
world financial markets. He said: “The 
PSA's job is to sustain confidence in the 
market and to assist in the detection 
and prevention of financial crime. The 


FSA will now have the powers it needs 
to do that job." 

The hope is that the sanction of 
punitive files, backed up by the threat 
of criminal proceedings, will deter 
those seeking to manipulate the mar¬ 
kets. George Staple, a partner in 
Clifford Chance, and former director of 
the Serious Fraud Office, welcomed the 
measures, but questioned whether 
cases would be any easier to prove. He 
sai& “The more serious the charge, the 
higher the standard of proof will be." 

Commentary, page 29 
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Next stage: Sberyl Crow and other artistes signed to PolyGram may find anew home after Philips said it was reviewing its stake in the company 


‘For sale’ 
sign up at 
PolyGram 

By Chius Avres 

POLYGRAM, the world's 
largest music company and 
home to artistes such as U2. 
Sheryl Crow and Boyzone, 
was effectively offered for sale 
yesterday when Philips said it 
was reviewing the future of its 
75 per cent slake. 

The Dutch electronics 
group surprised the music 
industry by saying it was 
“evaluating various staiegic 
options" regarding its stake. 
The announcement came only 
days after EMI, its UK rival, 
said it had received a bid 
approach — thought to be 
from Seagram, the Canadian 
drinks and entertainment 
group. 

PolyGram could be worth 
up to £6 billion. However, 
there would be few likely 
buyers. Analysts said Sea¬ 
gram was already involved in 
several deals, and that the 
other big four music groups— 
Sony, Warner, EMI and Ber¬ 
telsmann — were either not in 
a position to make an acquisi¬ 
tion or were ruled out by 
regulatory problems. _ 

Commentary, page 29 


Lord Sainsbury quits family firm for politics 
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Power play 

Soottishftower has allocated a 
E3 billion warchest to spend 
on US acquisitions, despite 
the recent breakdown of 
takeover talks with Florida 
Progress. 
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Gone flat 

Whitbread shares fell 
yesterday after the brewing 
and leisure group gave 
warning that trading in the 
current financial year had 
failed to live up to 
expectations. 
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We are one of the leading investment 
managers for private clients. 

Our investment strategy is formulated 
at the highest level but your portfolio is 
personalised to your own unique needs, 
not pooled with thousands of others. 

As well as tailor-made portfolios, we offer 
something more. Your own portfolio manager 
with whom you can meet or talk any time of day. 
Together with the professionalism you would 
expect from a member of the HSBC Group, one 
of the leading banking and financial services 
organisations in the world. 

The Private Client Specialist 


<x> 


James Capel Investment Management 


Member HSBC Group 


For more information on bow we manage portfolios of £200,000 or more, please call 
Simon Corbett or Nandita Khanna on 0171336 9195, fax them on 0171283 3187 
or write to them at the address below. 

6 Bevis Marks, London EC3A 7JQ 

James Opel Investment Management is a trading name of HSBC Investment Bank pic 
Registered office: 10 Queen Sored Place. Londa&£C4R 1BL 

Regulated by SFA and a member of Ihe London Slock Exchange 
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JURGEN SCHREMPP, the 
chairman of Daimler-Benz, is 
sometimes nicknamed Neutron 
Jurgen — a flattering comparison 
with “Neutron Jack" Welch, the 
head of General Electric and 
probably the world’s premier 
industrialist 

Consider this for ambition: 
earlier this year. Herr Schrempp 
declared that he wanted sales of 
DM250 billion (£80 billion) by the 
year 2007, compared with DM 124 
billion last year. 

Despite Herr Schrempp’s 
standing, this met with some 
scepticism. Yes, the Mercedes car 
division is growing well; yes. 


Driving ambition puts car industry in a spin 

Adam Jones and Oliver August size up a surprise alliance 


management is getting to grips 
with the truck operation; yes. Das a, 
the aerospace division, returned to 
profit last year — but DM250 
billion? 

The admission yesterday that 
Daimler-Benz is in merger talks 
with Chrysler of the US is unlikely 
to be what the sceptics expected. 

Yesterday morning Daimler- 
Benz had a market capitalisation of 
£32 billion. Chrysler about £16 
billion. Given the relative sizes. 


mere is little doubt that the “merg¬ 
er". worth a reported $35 billion 
(£21 billion), is a German takeover. 

Such an alliance would be a 
tectonic shift in the global car 
industry, storing up problems for 
the Japanese, whose imports once 
threatened Chrysler S existence. 

Chrysler evolved after Walter 


Chrysler, a framer Buickemployee, 
produced his own car in 1924 for 
the Maxwell-Chaliners Corpora¬ 
tion. which then became Chrysler 
Corporation in 1925. Subsequent 
landmarks include the construc¬ 
tion of foe Chrysler Building in 
New York, a beautiful. An Deco 
skyscraper that was the tallest in 


foe world until the Empire Stare 
Building intervened. 

Walter Chrysler died in 1940. By 
foe late 1970s. his company was a 
mess, losing $1.1 billion in 1979 
amid Japanese competition. Bui 
Chrysler had already discovered a 
saviour in foe shape of Lee lacocca. 
a long-time Ford man. 


The recovery was engineered 
and Mr lacocca became a celebrity. 
Robert Eaton succeeded him as 
chairman and chief executive in 
January 1993. having been presi¬ 
dent of General Motors Europe. 

Herr Schrempp and Mr Eaton 
have known each other for years 
but could not have more different 
personalities. Even his friends 
describe Neurron Jurgen as a 
“jovial brute”. He regularly sum¬ 
mons senior managers of Daim¬ 


ler's international business bade 
to Stuttgart for strategy meeting 
that turn into drinking sessions.; 
On a business trip to Rome a few 
years ago, an intoxicaied Hot 
S chrempp was arrested by he 
Italian police after rampaging 
through the city with his secretary. 

Mr Eaton, on the other hand, 
took time out in I9SI to go back to 
university. In 1996, his best year at 
Chrysler, his pay was $13 million. 

In February Mr Eaton said 
Chrysler was interested in buying 
an overseas car company to boost 
international sales. He said: “If the 
right thing materialises, we will be 
a player.” 


Barclays 

unveils 

telephone 

service 

By Susan Emmett 

BARCLAYS yesterday an¬ 
nounced plans to win back 
customers through a tele¬ 
phone-based retail brand. 

b 2 wifi initially offer a 
single product, the Ad¬ 
vanced Savings Account— 
a guaranteed, Pepabie unit 
trust which will invest in 
UK blue chip companies. 
It will be available from 
May 18. 

Savers can opt for three, 
five or seven-year plans 
and a proportion of their 
savings, currently 13.9 per 
cent wall be used as capital 
protection. 

The move to broaden the 
bank’s appeal comes in foe 
wake of foe entry into the 
market of aggressive new 
competitors such as Virgin 
Direct Salisbury's. Tesco 
and Marks & Spencer, and 
is the first significant move 
by Barclays in retail bank¬ 
ing since it abandoned its 
investment banking ambi¬ 
tions with the sale of BZW 
last November. 

Martin Taylor, chief ex¬ 
ecutive said: "With b 2 , 
Barclays is breaking new 
ground." However. Barc¬ 
lays refused to confirm it 
had spent £70 million on 
the launch of b* which is 
being prbrrioted by a tele¬ 
vision advertising cam¬ 
paign featuring actor 
Richard E Grant 
Rowan Gormiey, man¬ 
aging director of Virgin 
Direct said it was ironic 
that a company the size of 
Barclays had to change its 
name and logo to attract 
new customers. Mr Gorm¬ 
iey said: “Sounds more 
like me too." 


ScottishPower targets 
U S with £3bn warchest 


By Christine Buckley 

1 INDUSTRIAL CORRESPONDENT 

SCOTTISHPOWER has allo¬ 
cated a £3 billion warchest to 
spend on US acquisitions. 
Despite the recent breakdown 
of talks with Florida Progress, 
which would have cost about 
that much, the multi-utility is 
working on “desktop” studies 
of between six and 12 US 
companies. 

Ian Robinson, duet execu¬ 
tive, said the US market, 
which is facing a wave of 
deregulation, bad a need for 
UK expertise which has five 
years’ experience of deregula¬ 
tion. ScottishPower is listed in 
foe US and could look to that 
market to raise up to £500 
million in new equity. 

ScottishPower, which owns 
Manweb and Southern Wat¬ 
er. is already equal in size to 
foe sixth biggest US utility. 

Ian Russell, finance direc¬ 
tor. said foe US would emerge 
with a few large players once 
foe market is frilly open to 
competition. Many com¬ 
panies would be taken over or 
seek UK partners. 

ScottishPower confirmed 
its continued interest in the 
US as speculation persists 
around PowerCen. foe third 
biggest generator, which is 
talking to several possible US 
partners. 

Mr Russell said: “These 
businesses are generally 
where the UK businesses 
were four or five years 
ago...US utilities have not 
rally moved their businesses 
on.” 

ScottishPower said that its 
talks with Florida Progress 
fell apart last month after 
several weeks of detailed ne¬ 
gotiation. Mr Robinson said 
that they had not been able to 



Ian Russell, Murray Stuart chairman, and Ian Robinson, chief executive 


ensure that the deal would 
have been worth doing after a 
series of dose studies. The 
company, which has devoted 
a tHini to scrutinising the US 
market, first started looking at 
US opportunities last 
autumn. 

ScottishPower con firm ed 
its interest in the US as it 
announced a 15 per cent rise 
in pre-tax profits to £640 
million for the year to March 


3L Profits after tax which 
took in a £317 million windfall 
tax payment, fell to £171 
million. 

The company said it expect¬ 
ed profits at ScottishTetecom. 
its telecoms division, to jump 
to £20 milli on after its. par- 
chase of foe internet provider 
Demon. Ail rail* to Demon 
wall be routed through 
ScottishTdecom. 

Last year ScottishTetecom 


made profits of £4 million. 
The telecoms arm. which ana¬ 
lysts believe could be worth 
about £1 billion, has for some 
time been foe centre of flota¬ 
tion speculation. 

ScottishJPoweris earnings 
per share before the windfall 
tax rose 8 per cent to 4l3p. Its 
total dividend was raised 10 
per cent to 20.4p. The final 
payment of 116p is on due 
October 1. 
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CHANGING TIMES 


MPC tipped 
to hold rates 
as services 
slow again 

By alasdair Murray 
economics CORRESPONDENT 

GROWTH in foe services 
sector slewed for foe second 
month running, leaving foe 
Crty confident that interest 
rates will remain on hold 
when foe Bank of England 
concludes its monthly Mone¬ 
tary Policy Commnree meet¬ 
ing today. 

The UK purchasing manag¬ 
ers’ monthly services survey, 
published yesteniav, showed 
foe overall activity index dip¬ 
ping from 60-3 to 59.1. The 
survey’s forward indicators 
hinted at a slowdown 
with foe new orders index 
d edin ing markedly and price 
rises moderating. * 
Economists said the data, 
while indicating overall robust 
growth, suggested the strong 
pound and the weakening 
manufacturing sector were 
taking their toll of services. 

Sterling, however, yester¬ 
day lost further ground 
against foe mark as traders 
gambled on an increase in 
European interest rates ahead 
of the launch of the euro. The 
pound slipped nearly a mark 
to dose at DM2.9329. 

Hie pound’s fall helped the 
FTSE 250 — which contains a 
high concentration of manu¬ 
facturing stocks — to dimb to 
its fourth consecutive record 
dose. The FTSE 250 rose 22.4 
to finish at S.704.7. In contrast, 
the FTSE 100 dosed up just Oil 
at 5.9873. 

Analysts believed that the 
raft of weak data in foe past 
month, coupled with indica¬ 
tions that Charles Goodhan, 
an MPC member, switched 
his vote in the last meeting, 
made it almost certain that 
rates would remain un¬ 
changed at 725 per cent. 


AMP windfall will be 
higher than forecast 


By Marianne Curphey 


MORE than 170.000 UK poli¬ 
cyholders of AMP, the Austra¬ 
lian insurer, will enjoy a 
windfall of about £3.700 each, 
an increase of more than 20 
per cent since last September. 

AMP has 171.000 prospec¬ 
tive UK shareholders, of 
whom 94.000 have policies 
with London life and 77,000 
with AMP UK. out of 1.7 mill¬ 
ion worldwide. AMP yester¬ 


day published its prospectus. 
It estimated the share price at 
A$1250 to A$lb. The range 
was estimated at A&L81 to 
A$1037on September 10.1997. 

The shares are expected to 
begin trading on foe Austra¬ 
lian and New Zealand stock 
exchanges on June 15. Those 
who opted to sell their shares 
immediately should receive 
the proceeds by July 1. 


BUSINESS ROUNDUP 


Far East crisis wipes 
22% off Time profits 


TIME PRODUCTS, foe distributor of watches and luxury 
goods, suffered a 22 per cent fall in pre-tax profits to £172 
million from £22 million in foe year to January 3] as the 
financial crisis in foe Far East took its toll on demand from 
wealthy visitors from foe region. Earnings fell to 212p .a 
share from 262p. However, a final dividend of 7.6p iffts the 
total to LL5p from I2p. Turnover fell to £90 million from 
£1023 million. The shares, worth 4G5hp a year ago, fell a 
further 2*2 p to Xll'zg yesterday. • 

Marcus Margufies, group chairman, said the Aston crisis 
had brought to an end five years of strong growth in the 
luxury watch business. He warned that conditions were 
unlikely to improve in foe short term. On the positive side. 

Time Products plans to open a new flagship store in central 
London early next year after purchasing a lease on a Bond 
Street site. 

Liddell under fire 

HELEN LIDDELL. Economic Secretary to foe Treasury, faced 
criticism when giving evidence to the Treasury Select 
Committee yesterday over the Government’s decision not to 
include mongage lending in foe scope of foe planned new 
cmjcrure for policing financial services through the Financial 
Services Authority. Ms Liddell denied an accusation that she 
had “succumbed" to lobbying from mortgage lenders and said 
the industry would face action if it failed to “pull its socks up*. 

Phytopharm drug trial 

SHARES in Phytopharm rose 2p to Stop after the 
pharmaceutical company said P54. its arthritis drug, had 
begun phase H clinical trials across the UK in 30 test centres.- 
Results of foe trial are expected in foe first quarter of next 
year. Ian Rubin, medical director and chief operating officer, 
said: “P54 has a novel and important pharmacological 
profile, and we believe it may be a very useful drug for the 
treatment of osteoarthritis and other disorders." 

Shoe retailer suffers 

THE collapse of Melita, a wholesale supplier, dragged pre-tax 
profits at Stylo, the shoe mailer, down 75 per cent to £703,000 
for the year to January 31. after provisions of £3.4 million. The 
maintained 4_66p dividend is to be paid in two tranches. The- 
first ofO.lp per share, wfll’be paid on October 1 and the second, 
of 4.56p a share, is to be paid on April 6.1999. to avoid advance^ 
corporation tax. so saving the company more titan £900.000. 
Turnover is up 41 per cent at £324 million. 

Select sales up 44% 

SHARES in Select Appointments rose from S30p to 893hp: 
after the group announced that it had raised sales by 44 peri 
cent to $298.9 million (£175.8 million) in the first quarter of 1998.;! 
About 33 per cent of the rise was put down to organic growth.;, 
foe rest to acquisitions.. Net income before merger expenses:* 
rose 94 per cent to $93 million and earnings per share rosri_^ 
from 11 cents to 18 cents. Speciality staffing contributed tw o-MST 
thirds of sales, with the remainder from traditional sales. .- '"r £u1& ‘ 

New chief for JD Sport 

JOHN DAVID SPORT, the poorly performing sportswear 
retailer, has appointed David Patrick as its chief executive..- 
Mr Patrick, 41, previously managing director of Stylo Instep,"' 
the sports footwear retailer, replaces David Makin. one of; 

JO’S founders. Mr Maltin will become buying and marketing; 
director. John Wardle. chairman, said of Mr Patrick: “I am < 
confident that his attributes and experience will suitably • 
complement the strengths of the existing board." 
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N Brown still 
interested 
in Freemans 

N BROWN, the home shop¬ 
ping company that pulled out 
of a bid for Freemans last year, 
may make another move after 
Freemans has been demerged 
from Sears later this year 
(Sarah Cunningham writes). 

Jim Martin, chief executive, 
said he was sure N Brown was 
right to pull out of talks after 
foiling to agree a price, but he 
would not rule out locking at 
Freemans again after it has 
become independent 
N Brown’s pre-tax profit rase 
1L2 per cent to £413 million in 
the year to February 28. 
Earnings were 193p (17p) and 
there is a final dividend of525p 
(43p), giving a 7-5p (63p) total. 
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Strong results from the 
Cairngorm Building Societies 
Investment Trusts 

Unaudited final results for year ended 31 March 1998 

Financial Highlights 

Total return up by 


• Capital gain up by 

• Earnings per share up by 


187% to 39.28 pence per share 
(1997: 13.68 pence per share) 
262% to 33.88 pence per share 
(1997: 9.37 pence per share) 
2596 to 5.40 pence per share 
(1997: 4.31 pence per share) .. 

• Net Asset Value increased by 3396 to 139.8 pence per share 

(1997: 105.1 pence per share) 

• Dividend increase of 10% to 4.40 pence per share - " 

(1997: 4.00 pence per share) .. 

The final dividend of 3p will be paid on 5 June to shareholders oh 
the register on 22 May 1998, subject to shareholder approval ' 

■mere are 10 Cairngorm Bunding Societies Investment Truss and the shares in these are traded as Units ' 
Wth each Unit Tr^ copies of the Report & Accounts wtll be «* ' 

to shareholders on Friday 8 May and may be obtained f nm- < 


J P cairngorm 

ASSET MANAGEMENT LTD 

20 Coates Crescent, Edinburgh EH3 7AF 
Tel: 0131 266 6040 Fax: 0131 226 6041 
Email: info@jpcairngorm.co.uk 
Website: www.jpcairngorm.co.uk 

JP Cairngorm Asset Management Ltd, which Is regulated bv Tvrnri _ . .'G ...-'L , 

THe value of stares and the income from them may tall asmf^a. 

, , M rae and an Investor may not recarer JJ* 

amount invested. 
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T he stock market reaction to 
me resignation of Lord 

ably optimistic. A diange of 
chairman does not warrant the 

{JgP in the Salnsbury sh S 

jJ 2 £*' en warm heaned 
investors are tempted to delight 
m (me man's escape from die 
shacklesof the family firm. 

“ “H^nuing to be 
beaten by Tesco, as yesterday's 

“KJJ* showed. The question is 
whemer the departing Lord 
Salisbury has put m place the 

25 , JJ ve t tEa ™. equipped to 
fight it out with the professionals 
lord MacLaurin left behind. So 
tar, the evidence is unconvincing. 

ptno Adnano, who sounds as 
if he should be responsible for a 
new range of pasta sauces in¬ 
stead of the entire supermarket 
operation, has yet to prove 
himself as the radical reformer 
who can sharpen up the busi¬ 
ness. He has been in the job for a 
couple of years now, but the 
management structure he com¬ 
mands remains the bureaucratic 
one that was put in place by Loid 
Sainsbury’s predecessor, his un¬ 
cle, lord Sainsbury of Preston 
Can-dover. 

It worked very effectively when 
Lord S of PC was in charge, since 
it was only required to do as it 
was told. It floundered badly 
when the then David Sainsbury 
took over, since he was inclined 
to ask questions rather than issue 
orders. Perhaps the troops were 
too scared to answer when he 


Tough task in store for Adriano 


asked if they agreed with his 
view that loyalty cards were 
never going to catch on. The 
group's slowness in latching on 
to the big idea in retailing added 
to the crisis that engulfed the 
company and saw Salisbury's 
profits plummet- 

Adriano has halted the slide h-' 
dealing with the basic retailing 
problems. He has been helped in 
this task by the disarray at rival 
Safeway', which must have 
thrown a few extra customers in 
his direction. But it is not yet 
clear that he has altered the 
culture. There are those who 
wonder whether, after a career 
spent climbing through the 
ranks there, he is tough enough 
to instigate the necessary shake 
up. 

It may be that, without the 
presence of a Sainsbury at the 
helm. Adriano will feel freer to 
act The family involvement now 
is limited to that of former MP 
Tim as a non-executive director, 
and gossips said that he was only 
installed there as discontent 
grew over David’s effect on the 
family fortunes. 

There must be a temptation to 
pull out of the United States, an 
unforgiving market for grocers, 
as the figures from Salisbury's 
operations there make dear, llie 



COMMENTARY 

by our City Editor 


US venture was a pet project of 
Lord S of T. Once he is fully 
occupied in the House of Lords, 
the company will almost cer¬ 
tainly examine the prospects for 
an exit 

But where could the group 
then look for growth, given the 
difficulties of expanding in the 
UK? Tesco has already beaten 
them into the more open and 
inviting markets of central 
Europe. Adriano's task should 
not be underestimated. 

Take inside track 
to prosecution 

I t was not so long ago that 
sensible investors would not 
have dreamt of buying a 
share unless they thought they 
were in possession of inside 
information. Why else would you 
risk money on the stock market? 

But ideas, and legislation, 
change and insider dealing is 
now a criminal activity. To look 


at the number of people con¬ 
victed of this heinous crime, one 
might assume that the legislators 
had succeeded in completely 
wiping out the practice. That, 
alas, would not be the correct 
conclusion to draw from the lade 
of successful prosecutions. 

Officials at the London Stock 
Exchange have been driven to 
near apoplexy as they have wit¬ 
nessed suspicious goings on and 
watched the culprits go unpun¬ 
ished. Now they intend to get 
nasty. Alastair darling, the Trea¬ 
sury Minister, has been per¬ 
suaded to give the exchange 
powers that Gavin Casey, the 
chief executive, has been crying 
out for almost from the time he 
took on the job. The exchange is 
to be given the powers to conduct 
its own trials of suspected insider 
traders and the right to levy 
fines, intended to be high enough 
to discourage repeat offences. 

This could produce quite a 
lucrative source of extra income 
for the exchange as it labours 


under the problems of making 
SETs a success. In die last three 
years, the exchange has handed 
over more than a hundred files to 
the police in the hope that a 
prosection might result. Some¬ 
how, not one of those has 
resulted in a suspected insider 
trader being dragged into the 
dock. The exchange sleuths look 
for more than mere circumstan¬ 
tial evidence before they alert the 
police, so it is hard to see why nett 
one of these cases has resulted in 
action. Perhaps the police believe 
in coincidence rather more than 
the chaps scouring the Stock 
Exchange computer printouts. 

The official explanation is that 
the burden of proof in criminal 
cases is simply too heavy to be 
satisfied. The exchange will 
lower the requirement, which 
may have some share dealers 
squealing. The result however, 
should be to halt some of the 
abuses of recent years that have 
seen blatant exponents of the art 
of insider trading going un¬ 


punished. The City police have 
been aware of rings operating on 
the London stock market but 
have appeared powerless to stop 
them, although their activities 
disadvantage honest investors. 
The exchange believes that it 
already has the necessary 
surveillance staff to ensure that 
offenders can be brought to book. 
It should strike hard and fast 

PolyGram plays 
the bid tune 

T 1 vervone in the business of 
IH making and selling re- 
> J corded music seems to be 
able to give a hundred reasons 
why it is a good idea to sell music 
companies. But there are very 
few voices telling us why they 
should be bought Philips, which 
owns most of PolyGram, seems 
to have responded to the specula¬ 
tion over EMI’s future by putting 
its hand up and reminding the 
world that it too owns an 
underperforming music busi¬ 
ness. But who cares? 

Seagram seems to be the 
subject of nearly every imported 
bid rumour from die US. but 
hardly appears to be publicly 
salivating over the possibility of 
snapping up EMI. So why 


should it want to splash out on 
PolyGram? 

Who else would be interested 
in buying into music while the 
Asian crisis continues and West¬ 
ern markets are foiling in value? 
Disney and Viacom appear un¬ 
interested (at least in EMI}, Sony 
and Warner would face enor¬ 
mous regulatory difficulties and 
Bertelsmann is busy sorting out 
Random House. Although Poly- 
Gram has a bigger music busi¬ 
ness than EMI and a handful of 
powerful labels, such as Island, it 
looks less attractive for a poten¬ 
tial buyer than its UK rival. Its 
film business is enormously 
risky and has yet to make a pro¬ 
fit Many analysts will give up all 
hope if it does not produce same 
black ink fry the end of 1999. 

Bid speculation may be fun, 
but even enthusiasts may find 
a strategic stake more enter¬ 
taining man an outright bid for 
PolyGram. 

Lower caste? 

LOUD fanfares yesterday as 
Barclays launched a new brand 
telephone banking business. As 
so often happens, the name 
seems to owe more to corporate 
design consultants than common 
sense. A lower case b, squared, 
may mean something to some¬ 
one but it hardly smacks of a new 
vision for banking. Is there a 
parallel with British Home 
Stores' radical redesign? Could it 
be a reference to the social class 
that Barclays hopes to attract? 


Deal to 
outsource 
Savings 
threatens 
2,500 jobs 

By Jason Nissfc 

ABOUT 2300 posts at 
National Savings are tar¬ 
geted to go as part of one 
die largest outsourcing 
deals struck by govern¬ 
ment. and the largest since 
Labour came into office. 
The figures have 
emerged from confidential 
bidding documents ob¬ 
tained by Computer Week¬ 
ly. the trade magazine. 
Two companies — EDS. of 
the United States, and 
Siemens, of Germany — 
have been shortlisted for 
the £1 billion contract 
Helen Liddell, Econom¬ 
ic Secretary to the Trea¬ 
sury. wall decide on the 
award this summer. 

In the deal more than 
4,000 of National Savings’ 
4300 staff wfll transfer to 
the private sector com¬ 
pany. The only parts of the 
agency not to be privatised 
would be sales and mar¬ 
keting, although Logica 
already handles the run¬ 
ning of the Ernie computer 
which chases winning 
numbers for Premium 
Bonds. 

The internal documents 
suggest that EDS consid¬ 
ers it can run National 
Savings with just 1300 
staff or even less. 

EDS. which was also 
awarded die EI .6 billion 
d eal to run the Inland 
Revenue's back office 
functions, is attempting to 
soften the blow by suggest¬ 
ing to National Savings 
that it can retain and 
reploy many of the excess 
staff within EDS’s UK 
operations. 

Mrs Liddell may at¬ 
tempt to present this as 
preferable to an business 
process re-engineering 
(BPR) plan drawn up by 
Peter Barreau, the Nat¬ 
ional Savings chief execu¬ 
tive, last autumn, which 
suggested that the agency 
should shed 1300 staff. 

The revelation of that 
plan led the Public Ser¬ 
vices, Tax and Commerce 
Union to stage a one-hour 
strike. Yesterday a union 
spokesman said that it was 
appalled at suggestions 
that two-thirds of National 
Savings staff could lose 
their jobs and would be 
raising the issue with man¬ 
agement tomorrow. 

National Savings said 
yesterday that it woul d 
only sign an outsourcing 
contract if the Treasury 
considered it to be good 
value. 


Whitbread shares fall after Grantchester in 

warning despite profit rise EftfE? 


By Dominic Walsh 


SHARES in Whitbread shed 
30p to 1060p after the brewing 
and leisure group gave warn¬ 
ing that trading in the current 
financial year had failed to live 
up to expectations. 

Sir Michael Angus, chair¬ 
man. said that although trad¬ 
ing since the end of February 
was ahead of the same period 
last year, the poor weather 
over Easter had held back the 
budgeted improvement. 

Although Sir Michael was 
adamant that the situation 
remained positive for the year 
as a whole, more cautious 
investors took the comments 
as a signal to take some 
profits. 

The drop in the shares came 
despite a 12 per cent rise in 
foil-year profits before tax and 
exceptional items to £354.8 
million — bang in line with 
analysts’ forecasts — from 
turnover 6 per cent better at 
£32 billion. 

Every division moved prof¬ 
its ahead, with the biggest rise 
coming from the health and 
fitness division. Operating 
profits were up 23 per cent to 
£19 million, although margins 
were held back by the cost of a 
rapid expansion programme. 
Eight further David Lloyd 
dubs are planned, taking the 
total to 28 dubs within the next 
12 months. 

The beer division was 12 per 
cent ahead at £44.6 million, 
while restaurants turned in a 
20 per cent rise to £69.8 


million as brands such as 
Beefeater and TGI Friday’s 
benefited from menu improve¬ 
ments, cost efficiencies and the 
continued boom in eating oul 
Like-for-like sales were ahead 
by 2 per cent Disposals re¬ 
stricted hotel division profits 
to E36.4 million — a rise of 7 
per cent — although the like- 
for-like figure was 17 per cent 

The biggest division. 
Whitbread Inns, increased 
profits by 15 per cent to £171.9 
million with like-for-like sales 
25 per cent better, despite the 
estimated £1 billion invest¬ 
ment being thrown at the 
managed pubs market as a 
whole. Its fastest growing- 
brand, Hogshead, has grown 
to 120 units and there are a 
further 40 in the pipeline. Pub 
Partnerships was slightly 
ahead at £613 million despite 
an average 327 fewer pubs 
trading. 

David Thomas, group chief 
executive, said investment 
would continue at a similar 
rate to the £462 million spent 
last year, creating 5.000 new 
jobs, while units that 
underperformed would con¬ 
tinue to be sold. About 500 
outlets were sold last year 
reaping about £144 million. 

Earnings per share rose 14 
per cent to 55.69p. and a final 
dividend of 192p will be paid 
on July 17, making 26.02p 
(233p) for the year. 



By Kathy Lipari 
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THE property group Grant¬ 
chester Holdings yesterday 
launched a £1285 million 
agreed takeover bid for Edge 
Properties, the rival retail 
warehousing company. 

Nick Hewson, Grantchester 
chief executive, said: “In many 
respects this is a deal which 
has been waiting to happen. 
Bringing together the only two 
quoted companies focusing 
purely on retail warehouse 
investment is a further land¬ 
mark for Grantchester." 

Mr Hewson is to take on the 
role of chief executive of the 
enlarged group. 

Grantchester said it had 
already received undertakings 
for acceptance from all of the 
directors of Edge representing 
5.1 per cent of the total share 
capital. 

The merger will give the 
new company a wider geo¬ 
graphic spread in the UK with 
an increased ability to service 
national retailers. 

It will have a portfolio size of 
22 million sq ft with a rental 
income of £21 million per 
annum. 

Grantchester also reported 
yesterday an interim pre-tax 
profit of £3.06 million in the 
six-months to March 31 up 
from £845.000 in the previous 
corresponding half. It had net 
assets of 153p a share. 

Edge revealed it had record¬ 
ed a pre-tax profit of £ 1.6 
million in the year to March 


AA starts drive to win 
over RAC members 


SFO launches inquiry 
into Matbro accounts 


THE Automobile Association 
has gone on the offensive to 
win over motorists who may 
feel cheated by the £450 mil¬ 
lion sale of the Royal 
Autombile Club’s Motoring 
Sevices operation to Cendant 
Corporation. 

The deal will bring a wind- 


By Jason Nissfc 

fall of £35,000 each for 12000 
full members of the RAC itself 
— but nothing for the 5.7 
million customers of the mo¬ 
toring services side, who are 
deemed associate members. 

In a move reminscent of 
Nationwide Building Society's 
attacks on newly converted 



John Maxwell restated the AA’s faith in mutuality 


banks, the AA will today 
launch an advertising cam¬ 
paign to run in the national 
press under the banner “The 
AA. Owned by its members. 
Run for its members." 

The campaign chides the 
RAC for the windfalls going to 
its members and signs off: “If 
you're an ordinary member of 
RAC Motoring Services you 
appear to be in line of EOO.OOO. 
We reckon you need another 
number." This is followed by 
the AA membership hotline. 

The AA says that since the 
Cendant deal it has received 
hundreds of calls from mem¬ 
bers of RAC motoring services 
who wish to move to the AA. 

Under John Maxwell, the 
chief executive appointed two 
years ago. the AA has invested 
more than E20 million in 
upgrading the service and has 
restated its commitment to 
remaining mutual. 


POWERSCREEN shares are 
poised to tumble today after 
the Serious Fraud Office said 
last night that it has decided to 
investigate accounting irregu¬ 
larities at two of the Northern 
Irish engineer’s subsidiaries. 
Matbro and Matbro (Nt). 

The matter was referred to 
the SFO by the Department of 
Trade and Industry, which 
had been given a draft of an 
investigation by KPMG. 
Power-screen's accountants. 

One leading shareholder 
was “gobsmacked" by the 
SPO*s derision, which was 
made public after the market 
had dosed yesterday. Power- 
screen revealed that there 
were accounting problems at 
Matbro in January and re¬ 
cently said they would lead to 
a charge of £46.6 million. 

The problems have led to 
the departure from the board 
of Shay McKeown, the chief 


By Adam Jones 

executive who was seen as the 
force behind the group’s earn¬ 
er growth, and his finance 
director, Barry Cosgrove. 

The board of Powerscreen 
issued a statement saying it 
“will continue to give every 
assistance to the SFO with 
their investigations". 


Powerscreen intends to pub¬ 
lish KPMG’s findings in a 
letter to shareholders. The 
group said earlier this week 
that Price Waterhouse was 
unable to review the KPMG 
findings — as had been hoped 
— because of an un-named 
conflict of interest 



Shay McKeown has parted ways with the board 


31. up from £1.1 million in the 
previous year. Edge reported 
net assets of 220 p a share. 

Grantchester shares slipped 
3 l 2p to 182 l 2 p yesterday while 
Edge shares rose from 205p to 
227<2p. 

The deal involves an offer of 
1.299 new Grantchester shares 
for every Edge share which 
values each Edge share at 
242p based on Grantchester's 
dosing share price on 
Tuesday. 

The offer price is a 17.9 per 
cent premium to Edge’s dos¬ 
ing share price of 205p on 
Tuesday. 


Mystery 
bidder in 
talks 

with Jeyes 

By Matthew Barbour 

JEYES. die household 
hygiene and deaners 
group, is in bid talks 
following its meteoric 
share price rise over the 
past two weeks. 

The company, which 
produces a range of well- 
known branded products 
such as Jeyes Fluid. 
Parazone and Bloo, has 
seen its shares rise from 
a low of 138p on April 21 
to J62 l 2p two days ago. 
after yesterday’s an¬ 
nouncement. the shares 
rose a further 26p to 
188b p. 

Since David Call ear. 
chief executive, took con¬ 
trol in late 1994. Jeyes has 
focused less on being a 
world brand, and more 
on being a niche domes¬ 
tic brand operating most¬ 
ly in the UK and Ger¬ 
many. 

At yesterday’s share 
price Jeyes was valued at 
more than £38 million. 

In June last year spec¬ 
ulation grew that IWP. 
the Irish manufacturer 
and distributor of per¬ 
sonal care products, had 
set Its sights on acquiring 
Jeyes. 

IWP, however, bought 
an 80 per cent stake in 
Constance Carroll, the 
privately owned manu¬ 
facturer of skincare 
products. 

The identity of the 
potential buyer is, as yet 
unknown, however, a 
further announcement 
has been promised in the 
near future. 


STANDA^UFE bank- It’s your business to make money. It’s our business to 

make your money make money. 



Our Direct Access Savings Account for businesses has 
been designed to offer exactly what most businesses are 
looking for: .... 

■ Consistently competitive tiered rates of interest 
•The ease and convenience of telephone banking 
• No day to day charges 


• No minimum deposit 

• No limit on the number of withdrawals and no notice required 

• The option to 'pool- accounts and get a higher rate of interest. 

Opening an account couldn't be simpler - your financial 
adviser can contact us on your behalf or you can call us direct - 
it could be (me of the best business decisions you've ever made. 
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Cautious investors steer 
clear of the blue chips 


A CAUTIOUS day of trading 
in London saw bJue chips give 
up a half-hearted attempt to 
pass the 6,000 level yesterday, 
leaving the FTSE 250 index to 
continue its solid advance to 
reach a record high. 

A dull start on Wail Street 
failed to rouse support for a 
FTSE 100 rally. The index 
closed up 5.9 points at 5992.4. 
while the FTSE 250 gained 23.1 
points to 5705 — above the 
5.700 barrier for the first time. 

BTP. the chemicals com¬ 
pany. was the star performer. 
Dealers are beginning to re¬ 
evaluate the impact of its 
contract to supply chemicals 
used in Viagra. Pfizer's "magic 
bullet" treatement for male 
impotence. Its shares jumped 
29p to 475p on news that the 
drug, available for £16 only on 
prescription in the UK, is 
already oul-seUing Prozac in 
some US states after being on 
sale for less than two months. 

There are also rumours that 
Pfizer is dose-to securing regu¬ 
latory approval to sell the drug 
over the counter in the UK. 

Select Appointments be¬ 
came the besr FTSE 250 per¬ 
former, after the recruitment 
company reported underlying 
sales growth of 33 per cent 

FKI added I3fxp to 225p on 
further consideration of its E43 
million acquisition of Stevens 
Group. 

Alan Sugar, founder of 
Amstrad. has not been put off 
his consumer electronics com¬ 
pany — even though the value 
of his stake has dropped from 
£15 million to £6 million since 
last summer. 

He has now returned to the 
market, buying another £1.2 
million of shares in the com¬ 
pany to take his holding up to 
29.8 per cent — just short of the 
trigger level where he would 
be forced to take the company 
private. His acquisition was 
barely noticed. Only 11 trades 
were made in Amstrad yester¬ 
day, nudging the shares up 3p 
to 39*2 p. 

British Aerospace, up 29*z p 
to 532'2p, has found itself 
dragged into the takeover 
talks between Daimler-Benz 
and Chrysler. Dealers have 
been tempted by the idea that 
if the two companies do get 
together, Daimler may tempt¬ 
ed to sell its own aerospace 
division to BAe. 

Halifax has been giving its 
investors a good deal of grief 
recently. After touching 977p 
in March, shares have 
plunged to 786p — adding 4p 
yesterday. Of the 16 latest 
brokers reports out on Hali¬ 
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Alan Sugar, founder of Amstrad, who took his holding 
in the consumer electronics company up to 29.8 per cent 


fax. only one has recommend¬ 
ed buying. Its own broker is 
on hold 

Good news from the mort¬ 
gage front helped Alliance & 
Leicester up 29h p to 862p. 
after telling shareholders that 
mortgage lending is still on 
the increase. 

Associated British Ports 
found itself the centre of some 
loose bid speculation, which 


WHO’S AFRAID OF 
JOHN PRESCOTT? 


took the shares 17p ahead to 
373p. Dealers think it will take 
420p to 450p to take the 
company out of the market 

The real tad action was 
taking place elsehwere. 
Scholl, the healthcare com¬ 
pany, jumped 68 *2 p to 448 l zp 
after agreeing to merge with 
Settra Healthcare, itself up 
45p at 708«2p. 

An agreed bid for Edge 
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THIS time last year, the 
City was worried that John 
Prescott Deputy Prime 
Minister, might arrive in 
government with cunning 
ideas to curb the profits of 
companies that run the 
privatised buses and 
railways. 

Now. the City is expect¬ 
ing this month's White 
Paper to be filled with tax- 
free phrases like "quality 
partnerships"—leaving the 
companies free to rake in 
the cash. 

Stagecoach. 2p firmer at 
£1231 yesterady, was 800p 
only two months ago. 

It is now telling the City 


IC1S-LOR (London fi.OOpm) 
CRUDE OILS (S/barrd FOB) 

Brem Physical- 14.10 +005 

Brent 15 day Hun)-- 14.70 -KUO 

Brent 15 day pul)-1SJJ0 *0.10 

W Texas Intermediate tlun) is.40 +OJO 
W Toma Intermediate (Jul) 16.15 -*005 

PRODUCTS tf/MT) 

Spot CIF NW Europe (prompt defimtf 

Bid OBer 
Premium Unu _ 159 f-t) 162 t-ll 

Gasoil EEC- 135 {-21 137 (-2) 

3S Fuel Oil- 73 (-21 74 (-2) 

Naphtha-144 (+12) I48W3 

IPE FUTURES (GNI Ltd) 
GASOIL 

May — 1H2S-34J0 AUg . 141-50-41.75 
Jun — 13US-3630 Sep . 144.00-4425 
iul 13830-38.75 Vof: 16990 

BRENT (UJOpm) 

Jun-14X8-14,71 Sep_unq 

Jul_14.99-15.03 Oct_15.64 BID 

AUg-15-30-1534 VoL 41810 


fOfUdaQ (Voiume prtT-daj) LONDON METAL EXCHANGE RndaifWoffl 

Copper Gde A tS/toiuie}-Cade 18470-18473 3nde 1K3JH8S83 Vot 1364400 

Lead tl/tonne) _ 548X0548-50 5615(W64J» 149725 

anc Spec HI Gde tf/tonnej _ 10993-11000 11253-11260 510975 

Tin unonnel- S83O0-5835J) 5755X37600 24535 

Aluminium HJ ede (j/tonne) 14123-14133 14400-14403 1324800 

Nickel isnonnct- S38SX5J95J) 5480034850 76122 


that regulation of its contro¬ 
versial Porterbrook train 
leasing company will be the 
"least draconian" of Mr 
Prcscotft White Paper 
reforms. 

FirstGroup has jumped 
75 per cent since succeeding 
in buying out the rapidly 
deteriorating Great West¬ 
ern franchise — making 
millionaires out of the man¬ 
agers who presided over its 
demise. 

Still the sector has only 
now caught up with the 
FTSE all-share index. 

Now that regulation 
fears have been lifted, a 
similar sprint is unlikley. 
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P r o p ert i es, up 22'ap at 227“a p 
by rival Grantchester, oft 3*2 p 
at lSZ^p. livened up the 
property sector. Bid specula¬ 
tion also helped Cardiff 
Properies add 15p to 343*2p. 

Shares of Metsec have en¬ 
joyed a suspiciously good mar¬ 
ket of late -- and yesterday the 
engineering company ex¬ 
plained why. It is looking to be 
taken over, and has already 
held abortive talks with rival 
Kingspan. steady at 277^2 p. It 
said it has found another 
potential suitor, and the 
shares jumped 19*2 p to a high 
of 1994? — valuing the com¬ 
pany at £31 million. 

Peninsular & Oriental, 
which has been lifted from 
650p an the rally in transport 
stocks, dropped I6p to 872p as 
the City reacted to the report in 
The Times on Tuesday that the 
Grand Princess, its largest 
ever ship, is to miss its May 14 
departure deadline. 

Reports that Carlton Com¬ 
munications produced a pho¬ 
ney drug dealer documentary 
forced shares of die media 
group down 94 p to 508p on 
fears of repercussions from 
the 14 countries which bought 
the programme. 

Desire Petroleum has had 
a cold reception to AIM. Us 
shares started at I45p but sunk 
to 129p on stags who had 
hoped to sell ax a 10 per cent 
premium. Deaies said the 
short-term holders were all 
flushed out which buoyed the 
stock 54p to 1574 p. 

West IB Enterprises finally 
announced its much-touted 
joint venture with the BBC 
and was rewarded by a 30 per 
cent increase in the shares to 
85p. It is to produce a cookery 
series with the BBC’s commer¬ 
cial arm. and hopes to sell it in 
the US. 

Ellis & Partners, the broker, 
which has taken four penny- 
share AIM stocks to the mar¬ 
ket, is said to be planning to 
join the junior exchange itself. 
It is considering a reverse 
takeover of AIM-listed Waits, 
a £1 million cash-shell steady 
at 5p yesterday. 

□ Gilt-Edged: An uninspir¬ 
ing day in the futures pit saw 
both longs and shorts fall in 
lacklustre trading. Treasury 6 
per cent 2003 eased J 32 to 
£lOZ 2a 32. Treasury 8 per cent 
2017 slid 3 j* to £133 2a 32. 

□ NEW YORK: Wall Street 
stocks slipped in early trading, 
with bhie chips in particular 
feeling the effects of investor 
nervousness. At midday the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
was down 2U7 at 9.126.40. 
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i - 103 JB KJ308 


11830 IJflLSI 
119 JX) 119JQ0 



High 

Low 

dose 

May 98 

1003 

985 

995 

Jon 98 

unq 

— 960 

Jul 98 

935 

935 

940 

Od 98 

1070 

1(20 

iocs 

vm: 133 lots 


Open Interest: 998 






Three Mth Sterling 

Previous open Interest 9IS87( 

Three Mth Euromark 

Previous open Interest 23S674 

Three Mth Earolira 

Previous open interest 1004659 

Three Mth Enroswiss 

Previous open ImeresR 151S75 

Three Mth ECU 

Prevtous open (merest 467(z 

FTSE 100 

Prevtous open Interest 166360 

in 


Base Rates a earing Banks V. Finance Hse 8 

Discount Market Loans; O/nlghi hifch: 7V Low 3 week fixed: 7%. 

Treasury BiBs (Dk^Buy: 2mih?;3arth?.SeU:2tmh<ft;3 mitu 6V. 


9S.74S 95.745 
S995J) 6039J0 


ASM 180 

(■1821 200 
Mteyltt 1050 
nOM’r) 1100 
MWLiK BSD 
C857V) 900 

Add Dm 000 

BP* S 

S 605V) 650 

IT M 550 

rsrev) eoo 

EMdHS 1700 

nreo) iBoa 

Bass 1063 
(*(083) 1100 
Boots 900 

eso 

Atom «o 

r62Pi1 650 
B> 900 
1*945) 950 

Or SMI 160 

S IMM 180 
M 550 
f*66Q 700 

CU nOO 

® l ISO 
1600 

(-1698) iron 
HSBC 1800 
n834V| 1900 
Mb 750 
iWr) 800 

n moo 

(-TIIS 1 *) 1150 
Lari Sec 1090 
ftoai) urn 

M&S 590 
(*566 , i) 600 

Hfl Pw 590 
C577) 600 

H West 1200 
nan’s) tzso 

Iked n 900 

(-534) 590 

nMH *588 
C63B 645 
Ryl&Sn 650 

S3 S 

(-365) 390 

Srt&ry 500 

ST* 5 

(-446M 400 

SmH BA 700 

S iWi) 750 
JCNr 900 


I jri Oct Jm 
t9*i 27 32 
10 17 ZTr 

Vi I27*r (60 
6Pi IQZ 1 ! 135V 
5B*s 90 1079 
36 96V 83 
39V M’s 73 
IB 41 50 

32 fl 61 
12V 2 TV »r 

55 72 88V 

2Pi 50V 64 

1 BOV 219 206 
104 160 2l6 

73 IKTs - 
62% 87 (00 
5 i% an 99 % 
Jt% 58V 76% 
49V 74V 09 

26 50 65 

82% 112 129V 

56 89 1(M 

14 18V 21V 

5 ID 13% 
55V 76 96V 

32* i 52V 72V 
94V 126V 149V 
69V 101V 124V 
167 234% 275V 
111 174 222 
14TV217 268% 
100 169 220V 
67 88V1DB 
39 62 82V 

74 110 140 

48V 54V 114V 
53 91V107 
31 68 83V 

35 54 MV 

14V 32V 42 
47V 71) B3 

27 40 SI 
89 131V161 
64V109V13BV 
S5V 72V 82V 

28 47 57 
70V 93V - 
38 MV — 
7BV 9B 117 

50 72 92% 
23V 36 43 
12% 25 31 
» 43 55% 
10 25 36 

41 54 63 

20 S 42 
59% 90 112 
37% 67 88% 
95 135 188% 


Ptfs 

M Od J» 

4V 10V 11 
14 20 21 
4(% 72 68 
66 96*1112% 
41V 61V'69 
68 88 94V 

20 35 44 

4BV 62 70V 

28 36 43 
58V 65V 71V 
21% 40% 46 
46- 64 71 
54V 95 120% 
9BV 143V :68V 
5i% 65V - 
S9 81 95 
43 50 66 
71 82V S3 

22V 38% 48% 
49V 54V 73V 
31V 52 60 
50 76 fl3V 

9V 13 16V 
21V 25 28 
26V 44V 53V 
53 70 79V 
50 70V 86 

75 95V110 
52 S7V119 
33% 146 167V 
ST.-lfiO 177V 
1S0V2DBV228 
18V 35% 41 
39% S7V 64 
41 69 83 

66 83 107 
47V 68V 74 
77 96 101 

21 V, 36 

50 57V 63V 
30 36V *9 
57 « <6 
63 97 115 
B8V119V138V 
17 28V 30 

40 52% 54 
14 26 - 

37 64 - 
18% 32 38% 
39 54% 63 
» 30% 38 

38 48 53V 
26 38 45% 
60V 89 If i 
9% irv nv 

SV 35 40 
40% 61 73v 
88 BfiV 09% 
68 88% 106 


1-9261 950 

Items W 950 
(-95BV) 1000 

Vodakm 550- 
C67DVI m 
wntadi 324 

2500 

CZ»48%) 2600 


(*2D3V) 220 

Bto Crc 300 
(■377) 390 

Br Am 525 
(■536%) 550 

& Trim SO 
T6731 700 

Cxtuv 850 

rwvi 900 
CsfenOmSOIl 
1-5(01 550 

fcnosv Gp 800 
r£9) 850 

GritdB 300 
(■312%) 330 

SEC 500 
1*509) 560 


70V111V 145*1 63 I 
55V 74V 87 48 

33V 56 75 78 
59% «%I(B% 32% 
37% 62 78V S9V 

a 39 - 13 
16 27% — 29V 
177 2B1V334V. 94 1 
125V 21DV 284 i«3 I 


7% » » 
IV MV I TV 
a 42 53V 
4V 27 39 
22 50V 6SV 

10V » S3 
31 GO 76 
TV 34V 52 
45 SB 107 
17 60 81V 
22 46V a 
3V a 40 
39 JO 41 
IV 2V 3 
16 31V 3fp> 
3 17V 24 

20V 4BV a 
3 a 38 


4 13V av 
17V a 31V 
4 21 UTi 
19 36 43% 
8V 30% 41V 
21% 42V 54 

6 3 41V 

31V 54 67 

6V 32% 44 
a X 67% 
9 29% 35% 
41 56V 64 

1 1 - 
M 15V 15V 
3V 13V 23V 
19V 29V 39V 

7 a 38% 
41V 57V 68V 


44 

S1V117 

11 

43 60 


1 mth 

2mm 

3mm 

6 mth 

12 mill 

16V 

6 T 93 

3« 

68 84 

Prise Bank BBb (D is): 

7V+-7'. 

Tm-T. 

TwT. 

TwT. 




43V GS 

Sreefing Money Rate* 

7VT, 

I'rT* 

7“ir7'S: 

7'Vr-7'Vi 

7V7 1 . 

J5V 

16 - 

V 


Interbank: 

7V7 1 . 

7vr» 

7 b b- 7 i, », 

7»u-7 , V 

7V7V, 

V OV - 
13V 29% 39V 
4 19V 30 

15V 

5 

15 

15V - 
17 23 

26 33 

Overnight: open 7V. close 3V. 

Local Authority DepK 7*. 

n/a 

7"b 

7'Sb 

7*. 

5V 

10V 

30 46V 

23V 27 

30 

3 

47 56V 

Sterling CDs 

7V7*. 

rp.7’%. 

7V-7"n 

7V7". 

TwT. 

Dollar CDs 

5X3 

n/a 

5J9 

5X8 

5X2 

2 

13V 18 

15 

20V 27 

Buflding Sodety CDs 

7“=-7 l Vi 

T°c-7 ,l « 

7"*r7 l Vi 

T’b-? 1 ’* 

7V7V 


613 131V — - 
671 74 - - 


DtaqeD 729 
irev) 787 
mam 360 
(-365%) 380 

imp too 420 
C439) 460 

OqUl I mo 
riMBi 10 a 
lasno 2 ffi 
C267V) -2® 
USreke 300 
1*325V) 330 

iugbMi ao 

(■2791 30 

POO BSD 
rB78V] 900 


29 67 — 

6V 40 - 

11 27V 35V 
1 14 23*1 

23V 36 47V 
3V IB a 
M SB’s 118 V 
3DV 72V 92>| 
II 27V 36 
2V IB 26 
27V 42V 46V 
6V 2SV 33 
20V 32V 42 
7 2f 32V 
38 72 85 

II 44V 58% 


13 38% — 
49 72 - 

5 i7v a 
av 34V 41 
3 18% 21V 
a 37V 42V 
10V <3 4BV 
31 ® 71V 

3V 12V 16V 

14 23 a 

1 11 16V 

11 MV 30*1 

2 - 10% IS 

9 19% 24 
7 28% 43 

30V 52 88V 


BE 306 3 - - 

£ (■328%) 330 14% 27V 36V 

KtjB CO 24 40 51V 

423V) 460 9 24 35V 

Bo 711 1(1% t6 19V 

1-71V) BO 6 12 15V 

Mia 100 8 13 17 

[-104) 110 3V 8% 12 

Dim 550 43 62V 82 

r579) 800 17V 38V 57V 

a* 550 6SV 77 WV 

i-saavi 600 37 52 % tit, 

Sanaa 10® 64V180% 127V 

& I084) MOO 37 75% 101% 

IS 850 64% 99% 114 

C8951 900 38 72 B8 

LTyds T58 850 78 I09V13BV 

900 «S% 84% 112V 

Irerin 400 26 «v — 

(*408V1 440 10% 26 - 

Nnwfcfi 420 34 5ZV 65 

P437) 460 15% 33 46 

(tori 420 37 av 71V 

rm 46D 1BV a 52V 

Raret 1000 75V112 138 

(-1043) 1050 47V 87 113 

Scd tor 550 32 55 89 

£■562%) BOO 11% 32V 49 

tame no bv 13 15 % 

(■115%) 120 3% 8 10% 

Tostias 330 34% 33 40% 

(*346) 360 9 IB 26 

IM»B 660 31V 56V 70 

(-651) 700 12V 35V « 

IIV G Itefc 27597 Mr UON 


14 21V 27V 

1BV 30 a 
42 52V 60 

8 12V 16 
13% 18% 22 
3V 6 6V 

8V 11 11V 

10 % a a 

34 534 57V 
19V St 44V 
41 61 69% 

22 47 59% 
43% HP, B3 
18% 33% 47V 
38% a 71 
2 49% 64 

44 73% 88% 

15 27% - 

38 19% — 

12 23V 32V 
32% 44 52% 

13 25% 34 
33 *8 54 
32% 57V 73V 
55% 76V 97% 
24V 37 43% 
56V SP, 72 

4 5% B 

9 10% 13% 

6 15 >8 

19% a 33V 
» 40 46% 
a a 73v. 
We 14567 


Currency 

7 day 

1 mth 

3 mth 

6 mtfa 

Cafi 

Dnflan 

5"e-5Vl 

5-'ir u ij 


5”u- n » 

MV 

Deiiiwhi marie 

Twl n * 

JV-3V 

3 l, w3V 


4-3 

French Franc 

3V-3S. 

TwT, 

J-wPe 

y<-T* 

3V2V 

Swiss Franc 

IV1V 

ffl% 

l'wl'ta 

I M ei*l , » 

IV. 

Yon . 

'w»* 

V. 


V% 

l-oar 


Bolllofr Open 5303J0-3QJ.70 dost 6300X0-30050 High; 8303.40-303.90 
Lose $300.00300.50 AM: 3303.50 PM: *301XO 
Krugerrand : S303XX>-3C6 j00 £18050-181501 

Platumnn S398XX) (E239JQ S3«r 35.785 (£3.595) PaJbiinm: S355S30 0213.751 


Cafs 

■ay 

Jm 

J* 

ftse waexraggM 

tm 

Ptt 

M km 

Dm 

ISM 

312 

a/Ar 

451 

659 

33V 

ia>v 

166V 

221V 

317 

155V 

279 

347V 

421 

— 

46 

143V 

186V 



taiv 

245V 

318 

39IV 

591 

60 

163V 

W: 

2BV 

354V 

91V 

21EV 

2B8V 

361V 

— 

81 

184 

227 

m 


MV 

187 

fc#V 

33? 

527 

UK 

206 

M 

2W 

393V 

MV 

158V 

22SV 

302 

— 

138 

226 

271 

320 


H* 

139 

70S 

277 

464V 

176V 

256V 

300 

345 

437 

17*7 

117V 

180V 

255 

— 

220V 

287V 

329V 

VTt 
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Mid Rates for May 6 

Amsterdam__ 

Brussels —- 

Copenhagen_ 

Dublin- 

Frankfurt- 

Upon. —.— 

Madrid_ 

Milan—- 

Montreal.._ 

NewYoilt__ 

Oslo--- 

Paris- 

SiDdsfiolm,_ 

Tokyo- 

Vienna —_ 

2U1C&- 

Source: Ex tef 


Range Close I mootb 3monl)i 

3J04>3J1« 3J043-3J07I 1%-Ipr 3%-3pr 

W. 482-60.720 60.482-60X01 22-l7pr 58-5 Ipr 

11.186-11.233 U.1B6-11.196 V.pr 'r'.pr 

1.16601.1724 1.1660-1.1684 l3-7pr 45-35pr 

2.93102.9438 2.9319-2.9345 l-%pr 2V2%pr 

30Q. 18-301 Ji3 300.18-30056 V.pr 2%-2’.pr 

249JJ7-250.il 249J77-249J9 71-60pr 200-18Xpr 

2891 >2895.5 28913-2895^ 61-45pr I8b-I64pr 

2J877-2J946 2J897-2J925 OJfrOJOpr IJ»Gi95pr 

1X586-1X626 1.6616-1X626 a26WU47pra72WX97p7 

12180-12258 121(0-12.196 Wpr l-%pr 

9X3209X720 9X3209X443 3'r3%pr 9*i 9%pr 

12X8012X48 12580-12596 % J -pr ' Vtpr 

219X1-220.77 22047-220.77 l*rl'.pr 3V3*.pr 

20X29-20.715 27X29-20649 %-%pr 2-P.pr 

24505-2X619 2X505-14538 lVI'.pr . 3%-3%br 

Premium • pr. Discount - ai 


T EMPUS . 

Shopping around 


THERE is something of the compulsive 
shopper about Scottish Power. 

First off the blocks in the race to buy 
regional electricity companies with the pur¬ 
chase of Manweb, it then went on to fight off 
Southern Electric to buy Southern Water. 

Now. as it made dear yesterday, the 
company is keen to make a deal in the VS. 
where deregulation is in its infancy. At 114 per 
cent geared. ScorashPower has some room for 
manoeuvre. It would be happy at 150-160 per 
cent It has further scope to drum up 
resources in the US where the company is 
now listed. While it is cool on the idea ot a 
rights issue in the UK to lift its firepower, it 
believes ft could raise up to £500 million in the 
US. Taking on £15 billion in debt would 
enable ScottishPawer to buy a company 
worth about £3 billion if it then sold on parts 


of the new business - a move it would be keen 
IO investors mav wonder whether Scottish- 

the ranonale for u pressing „ it 

mi-hftetoPwScen. ScottishPoweriswell 
nnwerful telecoms arm. and. if all goes ww. it 

Shu wbsranrially lls share of 

'i? U electricity and eas markets. 

^Bui Sffi the US market stTH getting to grips 
JerSilaricn. ScornshFWer n an .deal 
^dida^for .aking 
however, encounter more difficulties in the 

^ While domestic competition in and 

aspirations in the US take ..me to shake out 
the shares should be a hold. 


N Brown 

N BROWN shares have 
suffered over the months for 
two reasons: The first is that 
the clothing market has be¬ 
come tougher, and profit 
warnings from the likes of 
Next have made investors 
nervous about any clothing 
retailer, whatever segment of 
the market they are in. 

The second is that the 
company dearly wishes to 
grow by making a big acqui¬ 
sition and has not been able 
to. It tried and failed to buy 
Litdewoods and. more re¬ 
cently. Freemans. 

The clothing market prob¬ 
lems are not set to disappear 
in the short term, but 
N Brown may have another 
chance to buy Freemans 
once it is demerged from 
Sears at the end of this year. 
It wisely deeded not to 
pursue the purchase of Free¬ 
mans direct!v from Sears 


Whitbread 

BY die time of his death in 
1796 Samuel Whitbread was 
probably die most famous 
brewer in the world. While 
the Whitbread of 19® is stiff 
a major force in brewing, it is 
significant that hotels and 
restaurants each contribute 
more profit than beer. Its 
goal is now “to be the UK's 
leading leisure company'. 

The diversification of re¬ 
cent years is dearly working, 
despite ever tougher competi¬ 
tion. The average mum on 
capital cat new sites of 16 per 
cent — a couple of points 
above its cost of capital — 
shows that the brands it is 
focusing on continue to out¬ 
perform all but the best of the 
competition. 

Hotels are a case in point 
The budget Travel Inn brand 
is now well ahead of Forte 
Travelodge with IS3 units, 
and its average occupancy — 
up six points to S7 per cent — 
gives it probably the highest 
occupancy rate ever achiev ed 
by a UK chain. Adding the 33 


because the two sides had 
entirely different views on 
what the busienss was 
worth. Once Freemans is an 
independently quoted com¬ 
pany. it will be up to the 
market to deride on its.value 
and, the chances are. it will 
turn out to be a lot less than 
Sears was hoping either 
N Brown or Litdewoods 
would pay for it. 


N Brown still has a very 
strong management team 
and. if it gets Freemans, will 
have a chance to show off its 
skills. The shares, which had 
been on a very high rating, 
are now reasonably priced. 
They are rightly held, so the 
recent decline in share price 
has been on the basis of tight 
trade. Buy for the long-term 
opportunities. 


GENERATION GAP 


. F15Eatfsftare I 

1 Index irebased) | 


N Brown j 
share price [ 


May Jun Jul Au& Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr 


Marriott hotels gives a grand 
total of 13.400 rooms, making 
it the second biggest UK 
hotelier behind Granada’s 
Forte. Total profits from its 
hotels, including internal 
franchises, have reached al¬ 
most £70 million. 

Although most analysts 
have cui their 1998 forecasts 
slightly on the basis of a slow 
Easter, the 30p drop in the 
shares to £10.60 looks nig¬ 
gardly. Goldman Sachs is 
forecasting earnings per 
share of 62p. putting 
Whitbread on an unwarrant¬ 
ed 10 per cent discount to the 
market 

Willis Corroon 

HOW long can Willis 
Corroon remain independent 
while trading conditions for 
brokers are so rough? Share¬ 
holders would love to see Wil¬ 
lis merge with fellow broker 
Sedgwick and use the in¬ 
creased muscle of the com¬ 
bined entity in the market In 
the past the City has ques¬ 
tioned how well the two cul¬ 


tures would meld together 
and Willis still maintains 
that there is no advantage in 
such a move. 

Nevertheless. Willis's reve¬ 
nues increased by only 1 per 
cent last quarter, while ex¬ 
penses increased by 3 per 
cenL The broker believes that 
it is unrealistic to expect ex¬ 
penses to faJL and the way to 
deliver profit is to ensure rev¬ 
enue growth exceeds ex¬ 
penses. In such a dimate, 
necessity may eventually 
bring the two rivals together, 
even if Willis is reluctant at 
present 

Even so. it is difficult to rec¬ 
ommend the shares, despite 
Willis’s frank and robust 
stance on trading conditions 
and its earlier efforts to cut 
costs. The fundamentals offer 
little hope of strong shared 
growth unless there is a mar¬ 
ket correction and the insur¬ 
ance companies are forced to 
raise premiums. Alternative-; 
ly an approach from an 
American broker would or 
ject some optimism into Jfc 
downbeat sector. - V 


DOLLAR RATES 


Australia- 

Austria- 

Belgium (Com)- 

Canaria - 

Denmark __ 

France- 

Germany- 

Hong Kong- 

Ireland- 

Italy- 

Japan- 

Malaysia- 

Netherlands _ 

Norway- 

Portugal- 

Singapore_ 

Spain- 

Sweden- 

Switzerland- 


-156W-1J673 

—-12.45-12.46 

- 36.48-36X2 

-- 1.4376-1.4381 

- fi.753J-6.7551 

- 5.9330-5.9340 

- 1.7691-1.7696 

- 7.7490-7.7500 

-1.4190-1.4210 

- 1744.7-17462 

-132.74-152X4 

- 3X450-3.8650 

- 1.9925-1.9930 

- 7J571-7X59I 

-180X1-181X1 

- IXIIO-1XI30 

- 15029-15035 

- 75834-75924 

- 1.4767-1.4777 



OTHER STERLING 


Argentina peso*- 

Australia dollar_ 

Bahrain dinar_ 

Brazil real*_ 

China yuan__ 

Cyprus pound —— 

Finland maridra_ 

Greece drachma — 
Hong Kong dollar - 

India rupee_ 

Indonesia raplah _ 
Kuwait dinar kd ... 
Malaysia ringgit — 
New Zealand dollar. 

Pakistan rupee_ 

Saudi Ara&ur riyal _ 
Singapore dollar — 
S Africa rand (com) - 
uae dirham_ 

Bardayi TrrotujJ * 


- 1X607-1X634 

-2X031-2X067 

-0X180.632 

- 1X988-1.90)7 

-13591-13.900 

- 0.8540X74 

-8.860XX09 

- 50355-51555 

- 12X734-12X828 

-65.74-66.74 

-n/a 

-Q.4995-05125 

-&. 3960+14165 

-3J335+-3X401 

-71.40 Buy 

- 5.9706.107 

- 2X722-2X771 

- 8X97-8.484 

—-— 60225-6.1605 
■ Uqyds Bonk 


31 421 

ASOAGp 13X01 
Abbey Ntl 2.722 
Allied Dom 1,429 
Allnce&Leic 995 
Amvescap 38! 
AB Foods 950 
Bk of Scot 2.91b 


BATindS 6X30 
BG 6,494 

Billiton 5538 
Blue aide 2.768 
BOC 956 

BOOCS Ml 

BAe 9527 

BA 3X14 

Brit Energy 2,440 
BrLand 627 
BP 5555 

Bril Steel 9,733 
HSkyB 2-249 

BT 9X56 

HTS 9.998 

Coble wire 8512 
Cadbury 879 
Carlton Cms 2.181 
Centrica 9X29 
Cm Union 2540 
Compass Cp 683 
Diageo 8.754 
EMI £359 

Energy Gp 378 
Enterpr Oil 503 
Gen ACC 1524 
Gen Elec 7279 
GKH 1X18 
Glaxo Well 3,742 
Granada 1.480 
GUS 1515 

GRE 4373 

Hays 1.198 

1C1 1.122 

Kingfisher 6X16 
HSBC 1,828 
Halifax 9.963 
Ladbrote 2X03 
Land Secs 1.290 


LAS MO 1504 
Legal s Gn 2.109 
Uuyds TSB 9544 
Lucasvarity 456! 
Maries Spr £941 
Ns Grid 1.196 
No Power 1533 
NaTWsl Bk £328 
Next 6502 

Norwich un 4576 
Nycomed Amr 492 
Orange 1509 
PSO 1.715 

Peaoon 504 
fowerGen UW 
Prudential £176 
Rail track 1583 
Rank Group 1.924 
ReddttCol 360 
Reed WU 7536 
ffemoUi £859 
Reuters 6.710 
RlOTIlUO 1,974 
Rolls Royce 2X13 
Royal« Sun 8X93 
Royal Bk Sa 846 
Safeway 1X25 
Sains bury 9.138 
Schroders 123 
Scots New 6509 
Soot power 1.974 
Svm Trent 6JI 
Shell Trans 10377 
Slebe 843 

Smiths lod 1X79 
Smia Bch 4553 
Stdchartd I.I7I 
Sun Lift 240 
Tescn £125 

Thames W 334 
Tomkins 1X87 
Unilever 3558 
(ltd News 664 
urn uu llries £125 
Vodafone £782 
Whitbread £610 
Williams 8 l» 
woisefty 814 
woolwteh 3X16 
Zeneca ID92 


amp Inc w. 

am* Carp Ho\ 147*- 

4T a T 6IS. 61'- 

Abtx» lain If- 71"- 
AXanad Mian is - . 25". 
A«n» Ule 83*. ST. 
Ahmamon (HF1 73 -. w. 
Air Piod 8 Cbrm ». ss% 
AlrToocJt Comm SJ"« ST. 
Albertson's W. 46'. 

Alcan Alum run -C. 32". 

Alllea Signal W. 44'. 

Alum Co or Ain 77'. 77 % 

Ametida Hess 57 57 

AEP 46% «r. 

Atner Express iOi". HC. 

Aroer coil Carp 67". o7". 
Amer Home Pr 44 % 92% 

Amer Iml 1JT. 129". 

Amer stores 23'. 23% 

Amer Standard 48% 
AmtrUech 4jv «■’. 

Anreen 5*%. 

Amoco 44‘. 44% 

Andrew Corp 2?. 2 : 

Anbeiues-Buscti 46 46'. 

Apple Com purer 29*. 29". 
- AnSter Daniels 2i 21 % 

Armco V*. 6% 

Armtong wnd 83 % w. 

Asarco if, j4% 

AU RJchDeld 77 . 80% 

Aunei corp iw, \v. 
auio Data Pro vs w. 

Avery Dennison S2% 52% 
Avon Producu 83 83*. 
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This trend, if allowed io contin- 
ue. will progressively expand a 
vast new class who may live in 
ffHRj f eIan w poverty for near¬ 
ly half their adult lives. Even fewer 
earners will be supporting non- 
earners than straight-line statisti¬ 
cians have projected. And the 
nation's potential output will be 
sapped, putting more pressure on 
taxes or on public services to that 
very class. 

A study by Incomes Data Ser¬ 


Revenge of the middle-aged discards 


vices, a respected employment 
research group, reported this week 
that early retirement is now the 
norm in big firms. Averaging the 
differing experience of 23 big 
pension schemes. IDS found that 
64 per cent of members retiring 
last year were under 60. up from S5 
per cent in 1096. Among ihe total 
55.000 people covered, the propor¬ 
tion was even higher. Fully 70 per 
cent of those starting to draw their 
pension were 59 or younger and 80 
per cent were below iheir scheme’s 
normal retirement age. 

No wonder that a smaller pro¬ 
portion of men or women over 50 
are in work than any other 
working age group over 18. Unem¬ 
ployment among men over 50 is 
now far more costly than youth 
unemployment, though employers 
have thankfully been obliged to 
turn more to mature workers over 
recent months. 

Pension schemes are being used 


regularly year after year to finance 
culls of employees. Indeed, last 
years overall average was boosted 
by a rush of teachers to beat new 
Whitehall cost-cutting rules. 

Private sector companies usual¬ 
ly have an incentive to push people 
out early and make up some or all 
of their lost entitlement from fund 
surpluses. Actuarially, much high¬ 
er contributions are required for 
older workers in any fund that 
‘‘guarantees" a pension as a pro¬ 
portion of pay. In only one of the 
schemes covered by IDS was there 
a normal retirement age of 65 and 
no special help for early retirees. In 
that company, only a fifth of those 
retiring last year were under 60. 

Typically, early retirement is 
seized on by employers as the most 
humane and least controversial 
way of achieving redundancies. 
Often that is true. A recent local 
authority policy document ex¬ 
plained that it could be a civilised 
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substitute for retraining or sacking 
teachers reckoned not to be per¬ 
forming to current norms, espe¬ 
cially head teachers, and to help 
people in poorhcalth who are still 
theoretically able to work. 

This Jet-out may not last As 
companies escape the complexities 
of final-salary pension schemes 
and the Government’s stakeholder 
pension plan is realised, ever more 


employees will depend on pur¬ 
chased pensions. In such schemes 
the pension depends on returns 
earned on contributions. By the 
laws of compound interest, a large 
proportion erf the pension is earned 
in the final years before retirement. 
Penalties for leaving the labour 
market early will become dire. 

This will dose the escape route 
without Stopping the job losses. 
When cuts have to be made, now a 
regular part of approved business 
practice, older workers are first in 
titer firing line. Youthful manag¬ 
ers tend to reckon that any 
underlings older than themselves 
must have little potential and 
block the advancement of keen 
youngsters. They may have run 
out of steam or be unwilling or 
unable to adapt to rapid changes 
in working or function. Bosses 
lacking self-confidence, from the 
last-food counter to the board- 
room. also find such experienced 


subordinates uncomfortable, one 
reason why well-qualified culled 
over-50s find it hard to win more 
junior posts. We all tend io excuse 
the faults of the young as more 
corrigible, in the face of genera¬ 
tions of evidence. 

Older workers also tend to cost 
more. And it is not just their 
pensions, which hare been such a 
powerful deterrent to hiring older 
staff. In America, there is a law 
against 'singling out the oyer-50s>. 
The Age Discrimination in Em¬ 
ployment ACT of 1967 aims “to 
promote employment of older 
persons based on their ability 
rather than age " and to prohibit 
“arbitrary age discrimination". 

Doubtless employers there tend 
to avoid tying redundancies to a 
crude com pul er printout of the 
over-50s, much as British employ¬ 
ers have to find roundabout ways 
to satisfy' their inbuilt drive to fire 
mothers with young children. But 
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it does not make much difference: 
A few months ago, when one New 
England stare was faced with cuts 
to education budgets, the schools 
superindent knew what to do. For 
every senior teacher he retired and 
replaced with a beginner, he said, 
he would save $27,000 a year. 

The trend is relentless. The 
Tories skipped a generation when 
they chose John Major as Prime 
Minister. When new Labour 
capped him with the victorious Mr 
Blair, the defeated Tories turned to 
the even younger William Hague. 
Such marketing organisations are 
role models for society. 

Even local government is trying 
to cull older councillors. But the 
new lepers will not go away. Some 
of those made unemployed in 
middle age find more enjoyable 
new careers; most do not. More 
are happy to retire on modest 
incomes; far fewer will be able to 
in the nexi generation. History 
suggests that if society excludes the 
contribution that a whole able 
class could make, thar class will 
eventually cause society trouble, 
not just on Mardi Gras/ 


Archer wide of the mark if aiming 
to copy New York transformation 
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Virgin Rail is making dramatic 
improvements to train punctuality 
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T here are lessons Jef¬ 
frey Archer, or any 
other wouldrbe may¬ 
or of London, should 
take from the transformation 
of New York City under 
Mayor Rudolph Giuliani. But 
it is not clear whether Mr 
Archer learned them in his 
adulatory visit last autumn, 
when he praised its clean 
streets and plunging crime 
rate. Elect me, and 111 do as 
much for London, was the 
implicit message. 

There is no doubt that the 
hugely popular Mr Giuliani 
has done wonders with his dty 
since he took the reins cm 
January 1,1994. But New York 
is a special case because of its 
dependence on Wall Street, 
which has poured billions into 
the dty coffers. \ 

That is not to say the choice 
of mayor makes no difference, 
but almost anyone would 
manage to collect the garbage 
given so much cash. If the 
Dow Jones industrial average 
slumps, the revival of New 
York wDl be shown to be more 
precarious than it now seems. 

The current mood of pros¬ 
perity may be expressed with 
more restraint than at the 
height of the 1980s. but the 
signs of money are inescap¬ 
able. Smallish two-bedroom 
lofts in SoHo and Tribeca — 
desolate warehouse districts 
20 years ago—are snapped up 
within hours for $850,000 
(£500.000). Restaurants are 
booked for Sunday brunch 
four weeks in advance. Every¬ 
one may have signed up to the 
cult of wearing black — even 
the goldfish in the SoHo 
Grand Hotel's rooms are 
black — but it is the very best 
designer black, with the labels 
worn on the outside. 

City Hall is anxious to stress 
that Wall Street is not New 
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Media darling: tbe irrepressible Rudolph Giuliani celebrates his re-election as mayor of New York in November 


York’s only industry; the dry 
also relies heavily on tourism 
and entertainment. However, 
die economic boom and the 
record rise of the Dow has sent 
a wall erf money pouring into 
the treasury. 

The question of exactly how 
much the dty reties on the 
FIRE (finance, insurance and 
real estate) sector is a sensitive 
point, much debated in the 
mayor's joustabout public 
meetings. But officials reckon 
that these businesses account 
for a third of corporate taxes — 
about $1.04 billion in 1997. 
That contribution has risen 
steeply; securities industry 
earnings were $27 3 billion last 
year, compared with $11 bil¬ 
lion in 1987, according to city 
figures. 

Although the sector makes 
up only 16 per cent of the city's 
employment, if accounts for 
about a third of its income 
taxes — about $1.45 billion in 
1997. The average wage in the 
security industry was $176,000 
last year, compared with 
$39,000 in non-financial busi¬ 


nesses, and compared with 
$70,000 a decade ago. 

The sector's share of com¬ 
mercial property taxes — esti¬ 
mated simply from its share of 
the rity’s jobs—is at leasi $0.6 
billion. The total tax income 
dearly attributable to the sec¬ 
tor is, therefore, at least $3.1 
billion, 16 per cent of its total 
tax revenue last year of $193 
billion. 

Bui those figures do not 
include taxes on residential 
property, property transfers, 
retail sales or hotel occupancy. 
While these are difficult to 
measure, according to some 
estimates they could bring the 
financial sectors contribution 
to between a quarter and a 
third of the total tax revenue. 

Taxes make up only two 
thirds of the city's total in¬ 
come; it gets the balance from 
federal and state grants, but 
these are generally earmarked 
for particular purposes such 
as welfare and benefits. Jt is 
clear, then, that the Wall Street 
boom has provided Mr 
Giuliani with much of his 
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room to manoeuvre. It is also 
dear that if Wall Street 
slumps, budgets will have to 
be cut sharply; the dty itself 
expects securities profits to fall 
by 60 per cent this year. 

The second lesson from Mr 
Giuliani is that, as mayor, 
there is much to be said for 
concentrating on the dearly 
defined problems — and con¬ 
trary to popular belief, crime 
in New York appears to be one 
of them. Soon after taking 
office he damped down on the 
“squeegee hustlers" standing 
at traffic lights to cover wind¬ 
screens with suds unless 
bribed to go away. A simple 
step, achieved within weeks, 
has been appreciated by resi¬ 
dents out of ail proportion to 
the effort or cost involved. 

More controversially, there 
is also a case for arguing that 
much of the foil in crime has 
been achieved simply fcy lock¬ 
ing up more criminals over the 
past decade The annual num¬ 
ber of crimes has nearly 
halved compared with the two 
recent peaks of more than 


□ BROTHER 7Y is an alco- 


ANOTHER prime slice of 
Eurofadge. this time courtesy 

of the so-called Euro-X. the 
obscure sub-group of finance 
ministers formed from among 
those 11 nations sigruxJ up to 
the single currency. They have 
their first meeting on June 4 in 
Luxembourg, and under the 
diplomatic niceties that pre¬ 
vail. it must be chaired by 
someone from the nanon cur¬ 
rently holding the presidency, 
which requires the presence of 
Gordon Brown. . 

Britain is. of course, not m 
the euro-zone, and so has no 
place at any such meeting. 
Always difficult to know what 
to do with the poor relations at 
these family gatherings; the 
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initial idea was to exclude the 
Chancellor and hand the 
meeting over to the Austrian 
Finance Minisier. whose 
country conveniently takes 
over the presidency in July. 
The plan has now changed. 
Brown will open the meeting, 
and then sidle off, allowing the 
Austrian to take over. So he 
will start his term and theh be 
forced to hand it over. An idea 
with an odd resonance after 
events in Europe over the 
weekend. 


□ WHEN Marjorie Scar- 
dino, boss of Pearson, won the 
Veuve Clicquot Businesswom¬ 
an of the Year Award last 
week, I hear Greg Dyke’s re¬ 
sponse was worthy of the man 
who brought Roland Rat to 
our screens. u l'd rather win the 
Watneys Businessman of the 
Year Award." he quipped. 


Thin cat 

HERE is an interesting case of 
executive Scruples. You lose 
your job. and the headhunter 
finds you another one. worthy 
but dull. A few weeks later the 
headhunter phones with a sec¬ 
ond offer, an interesting 
buyout that could turn a big 
profit David Caliear, chief ex- 


700.000 in 1980 and 1981, and 
again between 1988 and 1990. 
Some of this may indeed be 
because of a new law-abiding 
culture fostered by “zero-toler¬ 
ance" policing, the now-fam¬ 
ous strategy of fixing broken 
windows and cleaning graffiti 
to make the city feel safer and 
hence to discourage crime. 

But it is worth noting that 
the dty has built 3.700 new jail 
cells in the past decade. To 
account entirely for the foil in 
crime levels, it is necessary 
only to assume that each 
criminal locked up would 
otherwise commit two crimes 
a week. Given that most of the 
city's 18.000 inmates have 
been drug users, and that 
supporting a drug habit 
through crime requires fre¬ 
quent robberies, the assump¬ 
tion is not outlandish. 

A third lesson from the New 
York experience is the intracta¬ 
bility of educational problems, 
once the standard of leaching 
in public schools has deterio¬ 
rated. Mr Giuliani has 
launched vigorous campaigns 


the council were to build un¬ 
derground car parks beneath 
the elegant squares that bor- 


kolic Wall Street trader who ■ der King’s Road itself. 



ecu five of Jeyes. of cleaning 
fluid fame, was in just such a 
dilemma a couple of yean 
bade, having found a job turn¬ 
ing round Jeyes when the sec¬ 
ond call came. Caliear stayed 
loyal with the cleaning fluid. 

What we will never know — 
as Jeyes announces an ap¬ 
proach that could mean the 
end of another job for Caliear 
— is what his choice would 
have been if he had known the 
huge rewards of disloyally. 
The offer was to run a train 
leasing company called 
Porterbrook; the job went, in¬ 
stead, to Sandy Anderson, 
who made £33 million person¬ 
ally when the company was 
subsequently bought by 
Stagecoach. As the man said, 
it would take a heart of stone 
not to laugh. 


retreats to a monastery to find 
the place is about to go bank¬ 
rupt. God Is My Broker is the 
story of how. by the study of 
ancient Biblical texts, he in¬ 
vests enough to save the mon¬ 
astery while discovering the 
7 l z Laws of Spiritual and Fi¬ 
nancial Growth. It is an in¬ 
vestment guide with a moral 
that you and 1 can use to im¬ 
prove our bank balances and 
make the world a better place. 

I can vouch for its authen¬ 
ticity because there is a picture 
of Brother TV on the fly-leaf, 
along with his coauthors. As 
he has a monk's hood over his 
face. I am not sure / would rec¬ 
ognise him on the Tube. But 
who could doubt the man who 
discovered the Seventh Law: 
"The Only Way to Get Rich 
from a Get-Rich Book is to 
Write One.” 


Off the road 

TERENCE CONRAN has 
made himself unpopular 
among the inhabitants of SW3 
over some unwise remarks 
made to the Chelsea Society. 
He owns the Bluebird diner 
and food market in King’s 
Road. He was at a meeting of 
the Society recently and put 
forward the idea that much of 
the area’s parking and traffic 
problems could be resolved if 


Never mind the chaos as the 
builders move in. Never mind 
that the main beneficiaries of 
such a hair-brained scheme 
would be local businesses, in¬ 
cluding the Bluebird, prop 
Terence Conran. What really 
got up some local noses was 
that the Bluebird, as part of 
the planning deal that allowed 
it to open a year ago. guaran¬ 
teed a number of parking 
spaces underneath to ease 
local traffic congestion. These 
have yet to materialise, his of¬ 
fice admits. 1 ring Conran to 
confirm this. “At the moment I 
don’t know die detail," he re¬ 
plies. “You may be right You 
may be wrong." 

Martin Waller 



io improve reading ability, to 
end the automatic annual pro¬ 
motion of children to the next 
grade regardless of achieve¬ 
ment. and generally to hold 
schools accountable for results. 
The powerful teachers’ unions 
have hardly helped the task of 
raising reaching standards and 
making them consistent 

The alternative is private 
schools, where fees for a seven- 
year-old can run to nearly 
$120,000 a year. Unsurprising¬ 
ly, the dty tends to lose young 
professionals in their mid-thir¬ 
ties to the suburbs of New 
Jersey and Connecticut, just 
ahead of the years when their 
earning power — and tax 
contributions — will be at their 
highest Until New York solves 
that problem, its finances will 
remain vulnerable. 

As often with transatlantic 
comparisons, the best lessons 
lie in the differences. London, 
with a much more broadly 
based economy, is more stable 
in a downturn, but nor does it 
rise so rapidly on a boom in 
the way that has given such 
power to Mr Giuliani's elbow. 

New York's success in tack¬ 
ling crime may not represent 
that political holy grail — the 
ability to bring about, quickly, 
a profound change in soda! 
attitudes. Instead, it may re¬ 
flect simply a robust response 
to the special problem of drug- 
inspired felonies. And. of 
course, if Londoners vote to¬ 
day to have a mayor, that 
office will have only a fraction 
of die powers enjoyed by Mr 
Giuliani’s. 

Mr Giuliani does a great job 
of portraying the role of mayor 
as hero and redeemer. But if 
that is what Mr Archer or 
other candidates want to be, 
they might do better to run for 
Rudy's job. Or put that fantasy 
in a novel. 


From the Chairman. 77ie 
Virgin Group of Companies 
Sir. In The Times study of the 
state of Britain's rail systems 
you stated that “despite a £190 
million investment last year 
its (Virgin Rail’s) punctuality 
rate has barely improved". 

But the picture is improving 
dramatically. 

Our people have worked 
enormously hard and have 
achieved miracles — take Vir¬ 
gin West Coast. British Rail 
was running at below 80 per 
cent of trains on time. In the 
last six months. Virgin did 78 
per cent in November, SO per 
cent in December, 86 per cent 
in January, 88 per cent in 
February. 88.7 per cent in 
March and. last month, April 
we hit 90 per cent. In our first 
year half a million more 
journeys were on time than 
under British Rail. 

If we can average 90 per 
cent or above until our new 


EMU’s lower rates 
are double-edged 

From Mr Michael Harman 

Sir. Malcolm Bruce, the 
liberal Democrat Treasury 
spokesman, writing in favour 
of joining EMU (May 4), lists 
lower interest rates “worth 
between £300 and £600 per 
year to the average mortgage 
payer" as an tinmixed long¬ 
term gain. But what of build¬ 
ing society savers whose 
incomes will go correspond¬ 
ingly down? Is their loss also 
actually a gain for the country, 
or has Mr Bruce s'unply over¬ 
looked them? And how much 
credence should I give his 
other arguments? 

Yours faithfully, 

MICHAEL HARMAN, 

Holm wood, 

37 Upper Park Road, 
Camberley. 

Surrey GU15 2EG. 


trains and track arrive (and I 
believe that despile the ever- 
ageing track and trains that 
we currently have, we have a 
reasonable chance of doing so) 
then one and a half million 
people a year who were de¬ 
layed under British Rail will 
not be delayed under Virgin 
Rail. 

To gel the figures up nearer 
100 per cent, we need 100 per 
cent new equipment. 

This will happen within 
four years and then, as The 
Times accurately said. Virgin 
Rail “will probably be the 
finest in Europe". 

Until then, our people are 
doing their very best with 
what they have inherited. 

Kind regards. 

RICHARD BRANSON. 
Chairman, 

The Virgin Group of 
Companies. 

120 Campden Hill Road, 
London. W8 7AR, 


Ofwat must explain 
how it did its sums 

From Pamela Taylor 
Sir. You reported (May 1) that 
Ofwat had challenged water 
industry estimates for funding 
future environmental and 
quality improvements. 

We were asked to put a cost 
on legislation that hasn’t been 
introduced or even finalised 
and we’ve worked hard to 
produce the most accurate 
figures possible. 

Ofwat hasn’t told the indus¬ 
try how it arrived at its 
adjusted estimates; estimates 
which could affect the indus¬ 
try’s ability to achieve compli¬ 
ance with new obligations. 
Yours faithfully. 

PAMELA TAYLOR, 

Chief Executive. 

Water UK, 

! Queen Anne’s Gate, 

London, 

SW1H9BT. 


Changing Technology 

Lera (had die butt cednologr w 
Tbe Hensley Frasrr TSaufcan aod Software Surgery 

Professional 

Development 



Handey Fraser «nd enjoy Senior PA bteniews 

Careering Ahead 

Gain practical ad»6ce from Bp recna ti ncnt amsitaan 

Hundreds of 
Exhibitors 

briM coanas awpaw* cnmfag Coftfeencs tod 
Mct&iff, Teduotaoi Corpora* Hovisality Butioea Tn*d, 
Office Pradsas, Rrerahment and Tracing 

Executive Fashions 

Disarm Bjtijh new outfits in the speaaafcr 
Ettmtht 'Rums FadiuXiShfrW 


FOR SEMINAR AND 
REGISTRATION DETAILS, CALL 

01923 690665 

Venue. 


Opening Hours 

Yiiesclay I9ch, Kfadnestby SOth, Thatsd^y 21st May j 
I0am-5pm 
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Half-year 

figures 

boost 

Anglo 

Irish 

By George Sivell 


ANGLO IRISH BANK 
raised pre-tax profits 57 
per cent to Ir£21.5 million 
(£18.4 million) in the half 
year to March 31. Its 
shares rose 8p to I74p after 
the Dublin-based bank 
said that the prospects for 
the remainder of the year 
look very good. 

The bank also said that 
it was on (he lookout for 
acquisitions. Willie Mo- 
Ateer. the finance director, 
said; “We would be inter¬ 
ested in ICC Bank — 
which is a direct compet¬ 
itor of ours.” It is expected 
that the Irish Government 
will sell off ICC and Anglo 
Irish believes it would be 
an excellent fit with its 
own operations. Anglo 
would face competition 
from several other Irish 
banks. 

Mr McAteer said that 
Anglo would look at ex¬ 
pansion opportunities in 
the UK or look at replicat¬ 
ing its Austrian operation, 
where it manages funds 
and collects deposits. 

Earnings per share rose 
28 per cent to Ir5.4lp and 
the half-year dividend 
went up 12 per cent to 
Irl.85p- Total assets 
reached Ir£4 billion and 
net interest income rose 
from lr£24.6 million to 
lr£3SJ million. 

Sean FitzPatrick. chief 
executive, said: “We have 
again achieved record per¬ 
formance for the half year, 
through concentrating on 
core lending and treasury 
activities. 

“The strong period of 
trading looks set to contin¬ 
ue in all our target mar¬ 
kets. Nonetheless we'are 
taking a prudent approach 
to all loan proposals mind¬ 
ful that today's buoyant 
conditions may not be 
sustained.” 

Mr Fitzpatrick added 
that the tow interest rate 
environment in Ireland 
seems set to continue with 
the advent of the single 
currency, although he 
thinks it would be impru¬ 
dent however, to ignore 
the warnings of a possible 
increase in the inflation 
rate. 




“Smile, it’s Tate & Lyle" may be the company’s TV advertising slogan, but Larry PQlard has had to give a profits warning to investors 


Concern over sugar trading 
in the US hits Tate & Lyle 


By Marttn Barrow 

SHARES in Tate & Lyle, fell 7 
per cent yesterday after the 
sweeteners and starch com¬ 
pany reported a decline in un¬ 
derlying profits in the first half 
and warned investors that 
full-year profits would be 
"substantially below” those for 
1997. 

The shares fell 34p to 450p 
as City analysts sharply down¬ 


graded their forecasts for the 
company. Last month the 
shares struck a five-year high 
of 580p, before concern over 
trading in America prompted 
investors to sell out 
Shares fell in spite of news 
of the company’s proposed 
acquisition of the food ingredi¬ 
ents division of Haarmann & 
Refiner, a subisdiaiy of Ger¬ 
many’s Bayer, for $219 million 
(about £138 million). H&R 


supplies about 20 per cent of 
world citric add consumption. 

Larry Pilfard. Tate & Lyle 
chief executive, confirmed 
fears about the state of the US 
market He said: “In the 
second half difficult trading 
conditions, particularly in our 
US sugar operations, will 
adversely affect profits." 

The company, whose cur¬ 
rent TV advertising slogan is 
“Smile, iris Tate & Lyle”, re¬ 


ported a downturn in profits to 
£765 million from £114.6 mil¬ 
lion before tax and exceptional 
items in the six months to 
March 28. Adjusted earnings 
were 12.7p a share, up from 
45p, but the interim dividend 
is held at 5_3p a share. 

US profits fell to £46.6 
million from £69 million. 
Margins at Domino, one of 
Tate & Lyle’s American sub¬ 
sidiaries. were impacted more 


GEC Alsthom drops an ‘h’ 


By Adam Jones 


GEC Alsthom. the industrial 
joint venture between GEC of 
the U K and Alcatel Alsthom of 
France, is dropping an “h”. 

To mark its planned flota¬ 
tion as a stand-alone group 
later this summer. GEC 
Alsthom. whose manufactur¬ 
ing activities span trains, pow¬ 
er plants and cruise ships, will 
be renamed Alstom. 

The move was made with¬ 
out a payment to corporate 


image makers, a GEC 
Alsthom spokesman said 
yesterday. 

He said the new name was 
needed to create a brand that 
could go head-to-head against 
the likes of Siemens and 
General Electric. 

The “th” in the Alsthom. 
which is meant to be “hard”, 
as in “Thomas”, led to con¬ 
fused pronunciation, hence 
the removal of the “h”. 


He insisted that the removal 
of GEC from the title said 
nothing about GECs long¬ 
term plans for its stake in 
Alstom. 

GEC Alsthom also said net 
profits were up 24 per cent to 
302 million ecus (£200 million) 
in 1997. Profits at the transport 
division woe flat after the 
group had to absorb a charge 
following a disastrous con¬ 
tract to supply sleeper trains 


linking British regions with 
the continent. The hit is 
thought to be of the order of 
tens of millions of ecus. 

Profits were up in the trans¬ 
mission and distribution arm. 
and in industrial and marine 
division. Profits from turbines 
in the energy division were hit 
by price cutting and competi¬ 
tion. GEC Alsthom does not 
break down profits exactly by 
division. 


severely than expected by in¬ 
creased supplies of beet sugar 
to its markets, a factor thai 
will also depress profits in the 
second half. Western also suf¬ 
fered from unexpectedly low 
volumes and higher process¬ 
ing costs arising from a beer 
disease. Redpath in Canada 
benefited from higher mar¬ 
gins. while the Stale;’ subsid¬ 
iary saw an improvement in 
cereal sweetener prices, al¬ 
though this fell short of origi¬ 
nal expectations. 

Cost-cutting is under way in 
America, with targeted an¬ 
nualised savings of $10 mil¬ 
lion (about £6 million). 

. European profits also fell to 
£33.4 million from £47.9 mil¬ 
lion. with adverse currency 
movements accounting for a 
£3.2 million decline. However, 
Tate & Lyle Sugars saw profits 
rise, in spite of the strength of 
sterling, as it benefited from the 
closure of a Scottish refinery. 

Analysts have sharply 
downgraded profit forecasts 
for the current year tom £240 
million to about £170 million. 
Normalised profits were 
about £239 million last year. 


Metsec targeted in 
second bid approach 

SHARES in Metsec. the metals groupba^d inOldham. rose 

tuhes. was recently approached by lnsn . 

cladding manufacturer. No a^ee^nt was ^ 

Keith Him, chief execunve. said S««‘^dS5.. Mr 
has now made an approach thatjs.being toil . * 

Hirst was unable to comment on the identityoftihe? potenn 
buyer, but said he was opnmisnc for the company s turn 

million- tm £ 

reported a 21 p?r cent increase in 1997 pre-tax 

million with solid performances in each 

Sharp, the house broker, forecasts pre-tax profits of £4./ 

million and earnings per share of I7.9p in the current year. 

VCI share price drops 

SHARES in VCI. the video, book and software publishing 
company, fell 13'*p to 76 b p yesterday after MichadGradfc 
the group chairman, told the annud m^toigthatUS 
earnings from Riverdance. the musical, had fallen. However. 
Mr Grade added that trade response to its release schedule 
for the second half of 1998, including the first releases from 
the Granada video catalogue acquired in March, augured 
well. VCI shares have fallen from 257*2p a year ago. 

Pittard profits warning 

SHARES in Pinard. the clothing and footwear group, fell 
from 45p to 3S*2 p yesterday after the group forecast a first-hall 
loss or £800.000 aeainst a £2.1 million profit in ihe previous 
first half. The group, however, believes prospects for the resi 
of the year are brighter. A spokesman said: “Indications from 
a number of important customers are that they will require 
increased volumes of leather for sports gloves, states and 
luxury 1 Gathersoods from us in the second quarter.” 

Ockham sells stake 

OCKHAM HOLDINGS, the insurance and stockbroking 
group, has sold its remaining interest in Falcon Agencies to 
London Street Holdings for about £1 million. Ockham has 
also bought the 25 per cent stake in Ockham ftrrsonal 
Insurance held by Botts Capital Nominees. Shares rose 2*2p 
to 122*2 p after Allen Thomas, the chairman, told the annual 
meeting that Wise Speke. Ockham's stockbroking operation, 
was enjoying first-quarter income well ahead of budget. 

Earnings up at Lambert 

LAMBERT SMITH HAMPTON, the estate agent that is 
currently in bid talks, raised pre-tax profits from £1.6 million 
to £3.8 million in the year to January 31. Earnings rose from 
10.9p to 155p out of which the full-year dividend rises from 
\Jbp to 45p after payment of a 3.4p final. Turnover rose 28 per 
cent to £42.1 million. The shares rose 3p to I52^z p. Bruce 
Brown, the chairman, said: “We look forward to the future 
with considerable confidence.” 

Belgian buy for Keller 

KELLER GROUP, the ground engineering specialist is to 
buy Frank! Pacific Holdings from Franki of Belgium for E35 
million. In theyear to December 31. FPH made pre-tax profits 
of EI.0S million on sales of £24.4 million and net assets of 
E452 million. Tom Dobson, Keller chief executive, said that 
the acquisition of FrankipDe Australia, which offers piling 
and ground treatment services, was expected to be earnings 
enhancing this year. Keller shares rose Ip to 236p. 
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Standard setters must satisfy U S 


Gerry Acher prefers a true pact to 
just falling in with American rules 


S even days of meetings in 
Malaysia last month 
showed the determin¬ 
ation of Sir Bryan Carsberg 
and the 1ASC to deliver its core 
set of standards on schedule. 
Provided the programme is 
completed in November, 
IOSCO, the association of 
world stock market regulators, 
will start examining the final 
package with a view to endors¬ 
ing it. 

International accounting 
standards could then be more 
than international just in 
name. They would become an 
internationally accepted reali¬ 
ty, paving the way for cross- 
border listings using a single 
set of accounting principles. It 
might in due course open the 
important US capital markets 
to foreign registrants wi thorn 
need to use US Generally 
Accepted Accounting Princi¬ 
ples (GAAP). Accounts would 
be more transparent, and the 
cost of capital would falL 
The US is key to the position, 
as the world's largest and most 
developed capital market The 
SEC would still have to go 
through its own process and 
give its green light to make 
foreign listings based on inter¬ 
national standards actually 
happen. This is no foregone 
conclusion. The most likely ob¬ 
jection would be that the stan¬ 
dards are insufficiently 


detailed and so lack rigour. 
Expressions of support for the 
IASCs aims have come from 
American regulators, bin they 
say that international harmon¬ 
isation cannot cake precedence 
over rigorous standards. The 
SEC would not be happy to 
find all foreign registrants 
adopting international stan¬ 
dards if they thought them 
significantly weaker than US 
practice; nor would US domes¬ 
tic issuers be content 

Failing the ideal, what might 
we have to settle for? At the 
lowest level, we stay much as 
we are — not quite chaos, but 
an environment in which each 
country retains its own stan¬ 
dards. The extreme example of 
Daimler Benz, with a DM949 
million loss under US GAAP 
and a DM168 million profit 
under German GAAP, makes 
the point. Such diversity might 
bring unwelcome intervention 
from outside bodies, such as 
the European Commission. 
The last thing we want is yet 
another set of standards. 
Accounting should be an inter¬ 
national language, nor a Tower 
of Babel. 

The effect for international 
companies would be that US 
GAAP would become the de 
facto worldwide standard. 
Many such companies would, I 
believe, find this a reasonable, 
pragmatic outcome. But no 



Gerry Acher says rules draw strength from consultations 


matter how good US standards 
may be, this would not be ac¬ 
ceptable. It is primarily a mat¬ 
ter of politics. 

Companies throughout the 
world should not be subject to 
accounting rules that they can 
play no part in forming. 
Accounting standards derive 
their authority ultimately from 
the due process that went into 
their preparation. Those who 


took part in that process may 
disagree with the outcome, but 
cannot deny that they had the 
chance to influence the stan¬ 
dards nor that the standards 
have, on balance, die support 
of the constituency for which 
they were prepared. None of 
this would be trite if the 
international initiative fails. 

Even if the 1ASC were to 
carry IOSCO and the SEC with 


it the realistic outcome will not 
be uncritical acceptance, but 
additional interpretative and 
disclosure requirements from 
die US regulator. Even now, 
the SEC accepts accounts that 
use international accounting 
standards in certain limited 
areas. But it reserves the right 
to interpret these standards in 
its own way. 

These interpretations are not 
necessarily those intended by 
the international community 
when the standards were set 
So there is every incentive to 
achieve international account¬ 
ing standards that achieve the 
necessary clarity, rigour and 
acceptability. 

The new Standing Interpre¬ 
tations Committee of the IASC 
must resolve issues with 
robustness and speed. It will 
fail us all if it shrinks from this. 
The SEC will not hesitate from 
stepping in to fill any void. 

In the meantime, the most 
important task of the IASC is to 
persuade IOSCO that its stan¬ 
dards pass the test It Is .vital 
that the IASC should succeed. 
US regulators must be con¬ 
vinced that the result, while 
bringing fresh perspectives to 
the process, will not degrade 
the rigour to which they are 
accustomed, in all this, and 
with little more than six 
months to go, the IASC will 
need the single-minded deter¬ 
mination of each of its mem¬ 
bers and member countries if 
we are to achieve real success. 

The author is KPMG’s Head 
of Audit and Accounting 


Presidential 

pedal-pusher 

DAVID SPENCE, the Scots 
IGA'S new president, has a con¬ 
vert. Spence is keen cm raising 
money for charity with spon¬ 
sored bicycle rides. Last year he 
talked Grant Thornton coll¬ 
eagues into the London to 
Brighton ride. Now he has done 
what many would have thought 
impossible. He has convinced 
Peter Johnston, the Scats IGA 
chief executive, to pedal with 
him on an Edinburgh to St 
Andrews ride in a couple of 
months' time. Johnston, though 




possessed of many fine quali¬ 
ties. is not a man you associate 
with Day-Glo cycle shorts and 
a training schedule. “They say 
you never forget how to ride a 

bicycle,” Johnston says, “but J 
am not so sure.” 

Keeping score 

THIS is the point in the soccer 
season at which accounting 
standards setters take great in¬ 
terest in the performance of 
particular clubs in the Scottish 


First Division. The reason is 
die famous challenge between 
Sir David Tweedie, chairman 
of the Accounting Standards 
Board, and that scourge of die 
ASB. Rot Paterson. ofEmsi & 
Young. A bottle of Macallan 
rides on which of their fav¬ 
oured dubs does better. This 
year it has been no contest 
Tweedie’s Falkirk are in sec¬ 
ond place, having missed pro¬ 
motion chances, while Pater¬ 
son's Partick Thistle are bot¬ 
tom of tite league and rele¬ 


gated. But, as you might ex¬ 
pect of football dubs beloved 
of accountants, both finish the 
season in receivership as well. 

Hampel’s way 

SIR Ronald Hampel's turn as 
guest speaker at the English 
ICA"s annual dinner last week 
showed that chairing the com- 
. mittee on corporate governance 
has not altered him. Not only 
did he offer his usual tip—nev¬ 
er chair a committee to width 


your name may become at¬ 
tached — but he delivered the 
speech in his distinctive man¬ 
ner. He stands, folds his arms 
tightly around himself, and, 
locked in this stance through¬ 
out says his piece. Diners 
wondered why no media 
trainer had advised him 
against such hostile body lan¬ 
guage. Most concluded that he 
probably takes the same ap¬ 
proach to media trainers as to 
corporate governance issues 
and tells diem what they can 
do with any supposedly “soft” 
management issues. 

ROBERT BRUCE 


Generation gap that 
stifles good advice 


ALL the Big Six accounting firms hold 
evenings when the chairmen and chief 
executives of the FTSE J00 companies can 
have dinner and a talk with the best and 
brightest of the partners. These are easy 
forums for chat and advice. They provide 
pointers to where the next problems are likely 
to come from. They are another way for the 
firm’s partners to keep abreast of what is on 
a chairman’s mind. 

However, they are based on a premise that 
is no longer altogether true. Partners are 
there to advise and to help and. from their 
experience and knowledge gleaned from 
their worldwide business, to alert clients to 
what new elements are entering the “best 
practice” toolbox. It is a relationship that 
relies on wisdom and experience as the 
selling point for the accounting firm. 

The toy before one of these events recently, 
the senior partner, out of curiosity, took the 
partner organising it aside and asked the 
average age of die guests. “Fifty-nine.” came 
the answer. "And what is the 
average age of the partners 
attending?" the senior part¬ 
ner asked. “Forty-six," was 
the reply. The mix of wisdom 
and experience is out of 
kilter. A generation of part¬ 
ners is missing. If the chair¬ 
man of a property company 
were to lean across the table 
and say that he thought we 
were in for a direct rerun of 
the great property collapses 
of the Seventies, the partner 
would have to say that he 
had once read about it in a 
textbook. A meeting of 
minds tempered by experi¬ 
ence is no longer possible. 

It is a problem that afflicts 
the profession on both sides 
of the Atlantic If anything. 
the age gap between the 
people dispensing the advice and the people 
receiving it is even more marked in America. 
There a generation of tenacious chief 
executive officers took over in their mid¬ 
forties and have hung on. Any arguments 
that if they were good enough Co run the 
business in their mid-forties then someone in 
their mid-forties should be running it now 
are hit out of the park. The result is the same 
The advisers lack the length and experience 
of career to be seen as, what the Americans 
would probably call, heavy hitters. And as 
long as the senior echelons of the firms are 
seen as being on the lightweight side; all sorts 
of issues, such as the strength of the firm’s 
independent advice and the whole range of 
corporate governance concerns, are brought 



Robert 

Bruce 


into question. Some of the reasons for this 
imbalance is down to the firms. In the past 
decade or so. they have increasingly seen 
young partners as valuable for their phenom¬ 
enal reserves of energy as much as anything 
else. 

As the time available for derision-making 
has shortened and as air travel has made 
New York appear almost as easily accessible 
as Brighton, the hours worked and the level 
of intensity of that work have increased to a 
degree unimaginable a few years ago. 

The result is that young partners and 
aspiring partners go fora mental trade. They 
will work every hour there is now. But once 
past 40. they are going to get out and do 
something else enjoy their wealth and work 
at something more fun and probably on a 
smaller scale. They will go off and do 
something that more reflects how they see 
themselves as individuals. As the report 
Redefining Work, published last week by the 
Royal Society of Arts, makes dear, the world 
of work is rapidly changing 
from a collective experience 
to an individualistic one. 
Younger people expect to 
change jobs. They expect to 
have a working life that is 
more in tune with their other 
aspirations. This is why. for 
example. Coopers & Lybr- 
and. in its poster campaign 
to recruit the 1,400 graduates 
and 2J>00 professionals that 
it feels that it needs, has 
used a picture of the Earth 
seen from space with a 
slogan “Your round-trip tick¬ 
et". The dear suggestion is 
that work is going to be so 
much tun that recruits will 
view it as some land of 
holiday. 

— , The firms are only slowly 

__ coming to terms with the 
PSXS? - n ^ iere should,” said Mike Rake, 
snew senior partner in waiting, “be a 
point where you can step out of the 
management situation and stay with the 
,nstead - Jos* aI the point 
where their ppenence has accumulated into 
a hugely raiuable and saleable comimxtity 
frequently feel the need To 
*■?*"• and vigorously shake the 
dust of the place off their shoes. 

reaches its apex in a whirl of 
adrenalin-fuelled exhaustion is exdtins 
However, for organisations that depend 

entirely on their reputations as independent 

shorSSi^! advire , 3X111 wisd om, it is a very 
snort-term way of trying to keep the 20 dS 
cent a year growth rates going. ^ 
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Boardroom setback for Citigroup merger 


Oliver august 

P IN* NEW YORK 

™^ 40 G™p° n i s m " e " “ f — 

wSfiHthlfsenilf P™>>lems^r a w£ 

inS& “ ^“S e isr4i 

insurance busmess will be called, has delayed 

Ste^ its wp executive linkup 

beTween two groups. Ail 
ISSues £? ve h® 01 ^hed through. 
Documents were this week filed with die 


Securities & Exchange Commission, six weeks 
after the merger was unveiled. 

The main stumbling block is believed to be 
the leadership of the investment banking 
division. The creation of Citigroup u: essentially 
the merger of three, not two. Wall Street houses. 
Citicorp's investment banking operations are to 
be combined with the recently merged Salomon 
Brothers and Smith Barney. 

Citigroup will be jointly led by Sanford Weill, 
the Travelers chairman, and John Reed, the 
Citicorp chief executive. So far the arrangement 
is said to be working. But James Oimon, Mr 


Weill’s right-hand man, is fighting to keep his 
heir-in-waiting position. 

He is not only faring competition from the 
Citicorp division heads, but also internally 
from Deryck Maughan, the British ex-Salomon 
chairman. On the Citicorp side. Victor 
Menezes. the finance director, is said to be 
staging a fight to stay in the top executive line¬ 
up. He was made a vice-chairman in January, a 
post he is almost certain to lose. 

Merging the two boardrooms was made 
particularly difficult by Mr Weill's previous 
merger activity. A Wall Street analyst said: “To 


Scholl and 
Seton 

* Healthcare 
to merge 


By Kathy Lipari 


SETON HEALTHCARE is to 
make an agreed takeover of 
Scholl in a deal that will create 
a £691 million company called 
Seton Scholl Healthcare. 

The bid values Scholl at 
about £342.7 million and exist¬ 
ing Seton shareholders will 
hold 53.1 per cent erf the new 
company. Undo- die deal, 
5eton will offer 419.4 p for 
i^rery Scholl share. 164p for 
each convertible preference 
share and 126p in cash for 
each redeemable preference 
share. 

Scholl shareholders witi re¬ 
ceive 63.88 new Seton shares 
for every 100 shares they hold. 
Scholl shares (ept to 448% p, 
from 380p, yesterday and Se- 
ton's rose from 663%p to 
708% p. 

Iain Cater, Seton'S chief 
executive, said "typical" job 
losses of up to 280 people, or 
up to 10 per cent of the total 
workforce of 28QQ, were likely 
after the closure of Scholl's 
head office in Luton and other 
rationalisations expected over 
the next two years. 

^ Stuart Wallis, chairman of 
iftholl, is to be chairman of the 
new company. Norman 
StoUer. Seton'S chairman, will 
be president, while Mr Cater 
will be chief executive. 

Significant cost savings 
should result from the 
rationalisation, common sales 
and distribution channels and 
through plans to step up in- 


house manufacturing of 
Scholl's products. 

Mr Cater said that the deal 
would be earnings enhancing 
from the outset and would 
present considerable opportu¬ 
nities for acquisitions. 

The deal will give Seton, 
which has no overseas opera¬ 
tions, access to Scholl's 28 
international markets. 

Mr Cater said: “The boards 
of Seton and Scholl believe 
that there are considerable 
strategic, commercial and fi¬ 
nancial synergies to be ob¬ 
tained from the merger, which 
should result in substantial 
cost savings and improve¬ 
ments in sales in the short and 
medium term.” 

Mr Wallis said that the new 
company would be able to 
manage an acquisition of hun¬ 
dreds of millions of pounds, 
which might involve capital 
raising and was likely to occur 
overseas if the right opportu- i 
nity arose. I 

Seton also announced its 
preliminary results for the 
year to February 28. showing 
pre-tax profits before 
exceptional had increased 21 
per cent to £24 million. 

Turnover was 14 per cent 
higher at £117.6 million and 
earnings per share were 32Jp. 
compared with 27.8p. A final 
dividend of 7p. up from 6.1p. 
was declared taking the total 
payout for the year to lOp, up 
from 8JJp. 



Jfohn Reeve says lower p rem ium rates are biting into Willis CorroonJs profits 


pull off the acquisitions of Salomon and Smith 
Barney, he had to promise senior positions to 
their heads. These promises are now coming 
back id haunt him.” 

Before the merger can receive final regula¬ 
tory approval, Congress has to change banking 
laws to allow the combination of a commercial 
bank and an investment bank. Republican con¬ 
gressmen will reintroduce a Banking Reform 
Bill today, after failing to win support last 
month. The congressmen said that they were 
confident of pushing the Biff through, after 
trimming some pans unrelated to the merger. 


Willis yet 
to cost in 
pension 
transfers 

By Marianne Curphey 

INSURANCE CORRESPONDENT 

WILLIS CORROON, the 
international insurance bro¬ 
ker, surprised the City yester¬ 
day by revealing that h had 
8JJQ0 pension transfer cases 
to review but was yet to make 
provision for them. 

The announcement was 
made as the company un¬ 
veiled first quarter results to 
March 31. Fellow insurer 
Sedgwick has made provision 
for £35 million as a result of 
the Government's derision to 
widen the pensions mis-seD- 
ing investigation. 

Willis said in a statement 
that It was “assessing its 
liability” in connection with 
Phase 2 of the pensions trans¬ 
fer and opHmt review. 

“The group has approxi¬ 
mately 8,000 cases subject to 
review; it is considered that 
publication of any estimate of 
liability before the completion 
of the consultation process 
would he inappropriate,” it 
said 

However, analysts estimat¬ 
ed that if all 8,000 cases 
needed redress at an average 
cost of £4,000 each, the provi¬ 
sion needed might be as high 
as £40 million. “In a tough 
trading environment this is a 
material sum.” said one. 

Pre-tax profit for tile quar¬ 
ter was £43.1 milli on, com¬ 
pared with £45.7 million for 
the same period last year. 

John Reeve, the executive 
chairman, said: “The group 
continues to fed the adverse 
effects of both the strengthen¬ 
ing of sterling and the contin¬ 
uing severe decline in premi¬ 
um rales.” 

Tempos, page 30 
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; oday. The times offers you the chance to receive 50 per 
?. ant off one of 24 stylish shirts carefully selected by 
A. Charles Tyrwhitt. the bespoke shirtmaker based in 
Jermyn Street. London. Our exclusive offer gives you a saving 
of £20 off the normal price of E40. 

**■» ‘ ~ _• * itS £?FT~v. "'pO-o -r. ii,!. 1 -. i:s l.^.' £ -Cr 

You can also buy as many extra top-quality shirts as you wish 
at the same time for £30 each, a saving of £10 per shirt. Only 
one order per person per household is permitted. The offer 
gives you a choice of six types of fabric, eight collar sizes and 
two-b utto n single or double cuff for cufflinks. 

.... ,t.; Simply coffecf (bur dffBaentty num^ 

from the seven appearing until Saturday and send thwn with the 
completed order form below. Please enter the code for each shirt 
you require. If you require the shirts to be gift-wrapped indicate 

____this on the form with an asterisk 

'rr' .i and add £3 per shirt. Postage and 

packing is £250* per order in the 
UK. Postage to Europe is E5 and 
E10 for international orders. The 
offer is valid for orders received by 
Monday June 1,1998. 

• UK p&p is £250 pff order. We apotogbe for ihe 
moukf on ihe order krm in yesieitfcsys paper 


iiiHi 



Samsung to raise 
£8bn in sell-offs 

From Oliver August in new york 
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\ and Tour differently numbered tokens, to arrive by Monday June 1.1998. to: 

[ Tyrwhitt Shirts Offer. FREEPOST. 13. Silver Road, London W12 7BR. Tltk, - inWate- 


QTYj REFN0 ] 


SENFffi 


COLLAR SIZE _ wff 

T**-\ is- ( 15* 1 I W 1 L jp H JZE 3E JJjL 

---SLEEVE LENGTH 

tv n- «* 33" 35* 1 37" I M* 38* 34" 36 1 35" 37* 38" 3T S - 


CUFF TOTAL 

D = £ 

DouHe 


Surname- 


Postcode- 


| Q lonctosea 
i □ Chamamy 
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GIFT PACKAGING 

6£3 par stUrt 

SUBTOTAL 

UK pap 62.50 

_ Europe E5 

Outside Europe E10 

TOTAL 


Onty one halt-price shirt aflowee! per order. You can order 
as many awns at 2fMt dtecount as you wish. Only one 

order per peretm par tKXBBhoW penrrttted. PleaBB ato» 
28 days for defivary from receipt o( otter. 
lynian^mMinAQilDBDadnTjnNBpISHMk Q 
1. On wtuch days do you usuafly buy Urn Ttmae? 

Monday CD Tuesday Q Wednaatty CD 
Thuredsy CD Friday CD SMutdsy CD 
Donl usually buy Pe Thus CZJ 
E other Netawi Dafly Nauspapedsldoyau 
buy at insi once a oeek? 

i. Which MaboraJ Sunday Mewsoapwis) do you buy 
aknoQi always (JAcoplos per month)? 

AWWttitetlonBlSiMlayNewpepsitsldnyoubity 
Otite oten 114 capias per mortb)7 
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SAMSUNG, the Korean con¬ 
glomerate. will sell half of its 
core businesses to raise £8 
billion in an attempt to wea¬ 
ther the Asian financial crisis. 

It will retain its electronics 
and financial services busi¬ 
nesses but is dose to agreeing 
the sale of engineering and 
technology divisions to two US 
companies. General Electric 
and Hewlett Packard. 

Unbridled expansion fry Ko¬ 
rean conglomerates, or chae¬ 
bol, has been cited as an 
important reason for South 
Korea’s financial woes. The 
conglomerates are far more 
diversified titan their Euro¬ 
pean counterparts and Sam- 

French bank 
agrees deal 
withEU 

From Adam Sage 

IN PARIS 

CREDIT LYONNAIS, the 
troubled French bank, will sell 
assets worth Fr62Q billion (£63 
billion} before its privatisation 
next year under a deal agreed 
between Paris and Brussels. 

European Commission 
sources confirmed yesterday it 
had approved a package sub- 
. mitted by the French Govem- 
. menr to end 18 months of 
wrangling over the state- 
owned institution. 

The Commission had 
threatened to declare as illegal 
state aid likely to reach 
FrlSObn without a pledge from 
the French authorities to scale 
down and sell off the bank. 

Uruder the deal, Credit Ly¬ 
onnais will maintain its activi¬ 
ties in London, Zurich and 
Frankfurt, but will sell subsid¬ 
iaries in Belgium. Spain and 
Portugal and divest itself of 
assets in North America, Asia 
and France. 

Dominique Strauss-Kahn, 
French Finance Minister, said 
he would privatise the institu¬ 
tion before October I 1999. in 
line with a commitment made 
at the time of the bank's first 
rescue in 1995. However. M 
Strauss-Kahn did not outline 
details of the safe, as the 
Commission had wanted. 


sung has a business interest in 
virtually every sector of its 
country's economy. 

Other conglomerates, in¬ 
cluding Hyundai, Daewoo, 
LG ana SK, are expected to 
follow Samsung's example. 
The demergers are seen as 
essential to turn South Korea’s 
industry around. Most of the 
conglomerates are debt-rid¬ 
den and the seU-offs will raise 
money to pay off loans. The 
demergers should also im¬ 
prove the quality of manage¬ 
ment This in turn will 
reassure foreign investors and 
lure funds back to the country. 
Samsung will use the sale 
money to reduce its debt 
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Extranet set 
to offer 
relief from 
frustration 


A nyone who has work¬ 
ed for a large organis¬ 
ation will be familiar 
with the surge of helpless 
rage experienced when 
fared with a waD of bureau¬ 
cracy. There are usually two 
central causes of frustration: 
a lade of communication 
and a laborious process of 
gaining authorisation for 
even the most mundane 
tasks. 

Infobank. a small Middle¬ 
sex company which floated 
on the Alternative Invest¬ 
ment Market last year, says 
that internal bureaucracies 
can inflate internal costs to 
ridiculous levels. In some or¬ 
ganisations, for example, it 
can cost np to £80 just to ord¬ 
er a couple of roDs of Sello- 
tape. The cost comes from 
having to fill in forms, gain 
authorisation, contact sup¬ 
pliers. then wait for 
deliveries. 

The answer, argues 
Infobank, lies with extra- 
nets. Infobank claims it is 
the only quoted British com¬ 
pany dedicated to develop¬ 
ing extranet technology, and 
sees its main competitors as 
being Ariba and Commerce 
One of the US. Infobank 
will soon hit the headlines 
by revealing an important 
partnership with Hewlett- 
Packard, the computer hard¬ 
ware manufacture r, with 
which it will launch a major 
European offensive. 

Extranets may sonnd like 
a brand of Long-life stock¬ 
ings, but they are in fret an 
emerging form of communi¬ 
cation between companies 
and suppliers, based on 
Internet technology. In the 
same way that intranets are 
parts of the Internet which 
have been defied off for 
companies to use internally, 
extranets are parts of the 
Internet which have been 
dosed off for buyers and 
suppliers to communicate 
only with each other. 

Before access to the Inter¬ 
net became widespread, the 
only way to automate busi- 
ness-to-business transac¬ 
tions was via a system caDed 
Electronic Data Inter¬ 
change: However, Ibis was 
costly and only worthwhile 
for the largest organisations. 

In the simplest case, an ex¬ 
tranet can provide an office 
secretary with a permanent 
Hnk to his or her company's 
chosen supplier of station¬ 
ery. Customised software al¬ 
lows the secretary to order 
whatever is necessary with¬ 
out authorisation — as long 
as the purchase is made 
within a specified budget 
Infobank says extranets 
are particularly useful for 
emergency purchases. Usu¬ 
ally, to bypass internal bu¬ 
reaucracy, employees simp¬ 
ly buy goods then claim 
them on expenses. However, 
this means losing track of 
transactions and not using 
favoured suppliers. 

There are. inevitably, still 
problems with extranets. 
Infobank says its extranets 
aim at least to halve pur¬ 
chasing costs — but they are 
stin not usually economical 



for companies that spend 
less than £10 million a year 
on purchasing. 

TTte other two main prob¬ 
lems are that buyers can use 
extranets only if their suppli¬ 
ers are willing, and that by 
putting vital business trans¬ 
actions online companies 
put themselves at risk from 
malicious hackers. Infobank 
is. of course, eager to play 
down these risks, saying 
that there is more chance of 
a breach of security with 
customised catalogues. 

Because extranets cut 
costs and ostensibly take 
drudgery away from peo¬ 
ple’s lives (especially profes¬ 
sional purchasers), they will 
undoubtedly become more 
po pula r. However, it would 
surety be unrealistic to think 
that with one Layer of bur¬ 
eaucracy gone there would 
be nothing else to moan 
about 

□ SPORTS could soon 
be provided with seat-skfe 
co mpu ter consoles at lead¬ 
ing m ad i iinix and arenas. 
The devices have already 
been demonstrated in the 
US. They feature touch-acti¬ 
vated screens winch allow 
users to see n*a»n» replays, 
view action from diffe r e nt 
angles, call up player statis¬ 
tics and order team -related 
merchandise- Fans can even 
use them to e-mail players. 



Gates: backs cable 

D BILL GATES. thebflliOD- 
aire founder of Microsoft, 
this week tokl a US confer¬ 
ence that cable was the only 
quick way to achieve light¬ 
ning-fast internet access. He 
has even teamed up with 
Intel the microchip maker, 
to promote the use of cable 
modems. However, Mr 
Gates is also h aHm->g high¬ 
speed telecoms services, and 
the cable industry fears that 
Microsoft is simply looking 
for a slice of the broadcast¬ 
ing maikcL 
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BT’s ISDN can send 
your work from 
home in 
less time 
than it takes 
to seal an envelope 


Connect now from only £99. 

Free/owe 0800 800 800 

or visit www.isdn.bt.com 


l .3 


Offer anda 30.06.9B an flnes fitsWted by 3t.07.S8. Sample: Gomwcitai to STs SDN? start-tip package oasts SS9 ft* VAT). 
Una renal and minimum contract periods apply. 
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Equities make modest advance 

TRADING PERIOD: Settlement takes place five business days after the day of trade. Changes are calculated on 
the previous day’s close, but adjustments are made when a stock is ex-dividend. Changes, yields and 
price/eamings ratios are based on middle prices. 
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Fancy 


footwork 


at fever 


pitch 


W as it just coinci¬ 
dence that I spent 
Tuesday night's 
interval limping 
about the stalls with an awful 
cramp in my calf? 1 don’t think 
so. 1 am. I suppose, more 
prone to scratching my head 
than tapping my feet but the 
energy-level and rhythm-quo¬ 
tient at the Palladium were 
such Char even my ageing, 
under-used muscles found 
themselves twitching and per¬ 
ilously pulsating in sympathy. 
There may not be much of a 
plot to Saturday Night Fever. 
but as a dancing musical it is 
irresistible. 

Nan Knighton has adapted 
the 1977 movie to the stage, 
subtracting little of signifi¬ 
cance from the tale of Tony 
Man era the Brooklyn paint- 
shop factotum for whom the 
Saturday jive at the 2001 
Odyssey Gub is the pinnacle 
of serious fun. 

The Bee Gees have added 
the odd number to their origi¬ 
nal score, but that too is 
essentially the same. There 
was a ripple of applause 
around the theatre, the sort 
that usually greets royally, 
when the composers took their 
first-night seats 20 minutes 
late: but irritation turned to 
admiration when Night Fever. 
You Should Be Dancing and 
several other songs came 
banging across the footlights. 

Tony is. of course, the role 
that made John Travolta’s 
name and, on last night's 
evidence, is likely to do a lotfor 
the hitherto unknown, untried 
Adam Garda. He has the 
snakelike figure, the sculpted 
black hair, the pout and 
strutting, sauntering charis¬ 
ma, die offhand arrogance 
and callow narcissism and. if 
not an exceptional singing 
voice, an agile pelvis and a 
pair of pretty nimble feet 
Those limbs matter more 
than the story. Do we care if 
Tony gets off with Tara Wil¬ 
kinson's dim. homespun An¬ 
nette or Anita Louise Combe's 
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slide, smart Stephanie, or if his 
dopey chum Billy is driven to 
despair by a pregnant girl¬ 
friend, or if his brother lows 
his priestly vocation, or if his 
father overcomes the misey of 
unemployment and his moth¬ 
er the misery of life with his 
father, or if there is a rumble 
between his feflow-ltalians 
and tiie local Puerto Rican 
gang? Very little, I fear. 

The production team does 
less than it might to create a 
sense of place. Some steel 
girders and pseudo-bridges, 
film projections of the occa¬ 
sional auto or passing A-train, 
a bit of adolescent bravado 
(“Who the hell are you any¬ 
way, a nice girl or a shit?” — “I 
dunno. both, I guess”) are 
scarcely suffident to evoke the 
sundown but volatile Brook¬ 
lyn of the 1970s. 

But that seems of little 
moment when Arlene Phillips, 
who choreographs as well as 
directs, sets Brooklyn dancing. 
Garcia and Combe sinuously 
writhe, ecstatically intertwine. 
Lara C 06 ta and Daryn 
Crosbie bring terrific panache 
to an Hispanic number. And 
every so often the stage whirls 
to life as girls dressed in hot- 
pants or trousers like mer¬ 
maids' fins and men in reds, 
turquoises and purities hurl 
themselves hither and yond. 

Myself. I’d have liked less 
plot more Saturday night 
fever, especially in the second 
half, f don’t think I've seen a 
British theatre company ex¬ 
ploit their bodies more fully or 
more exuberantly. 


Benedict 

Nightingale 


• 77us review appeared in late 
editions of Tire Tunes yesterday 



Never mipd the singing, rhfHr the stance? shades of Travolta as Adam Garda dons the trademark white suit of Tony Manero 
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OPENS TOMORROW AT SELECTED CINEMAS 
ACROSS THE COUNTRY HI 


CONCERTS: Barenboim’s Beethoven; cello masterclass 


Cheer the London marathon 


I t is not often that concerts 
have such a sense of 
occasion about them as 
Daniel Barenboim's appear¬ 
ance with the Staatskapelie 
Berlin on Tuesday did, but 
then the first instalment of his 
Beethoven series on the South 
Bank signalled tire beginning 
of one of tius season's major 
musical events. In six pro¬ 
grammes he is staging a 
musical marathon, playing 
and conducting all the com¬ 
poser's concertos and sympho¬ 
nies, and here he made a 
perfectly paced Start- 
Leading off with the First 
Piano Concerto, a logical 
enough opening even though 
it was composed after tiie 
Second, Barenboim proved 
again that he is simply one of 
most musical musicians in the 
world today. Certainly, few 
others would be capable of this 
undertaking: somehow he 
managed to be at once both 



totally absorbed in the solo 
part and attentive to the or¬ 
chestra. conducting with 
whichever hand happened to 
be free. 

Barenboim may have no 
patience with the "authentic” 
movement, but while this was 
unmistakably Beethoven for 
today it was also true to the 
spirit of the composers time. 
In die concerto he used a very 
modest-sized orchestra, which 
made for wonderful transpar¬ 
ency of sound; indeed, the 
aristocratic tone of Berlin’s 
oldest orchestra showed itself 
right in tiie opening bars. This 
. approach also underlined, tiie 
chamber-like qualities of the 
music, and the orchestra fol¬ 


lowed Barenboim's flexible 
tempos with natural ease. In 
the dreamy Largo the notes 
took on supple, breathing life, 
but not everything was soft- 
grained; Barenboim turned 
out some fiery solo playing in 
the first movement and 
shaped a crisp, dancing finale. 

Beethoven the idealist was 
balanced with Beethoven the 
revolutionary: after the inter¬ 
val came an urgent account of 
the Eroica Symphony. Here 
the orchestra was heard at its 
finest, in the blazing magnifi¬ 
cence of the opening chords 
and the dark colours of what 
followed. 

The funeral march was full 
of pent-up emotion, the scher¬ 
zo came across with unusual 
force, and in the finale 
Barenboim pointed up rich 
detail while never losing sight 
of the music's final goal. 


John Allison 


A thousand cellists were 
at tiie Royal Northern 
College of Musk for the 
sixth Manchester Internation¬ 
al Cdlo Festival last week, 
delivering cello masterclasses, 
running cello workshops, ap¬ 
praising cellos and generally 
being race to each other. 

So when Yan Pascal 
Tortelier and tiie BBC Philhar¬ 
monic joined in with a concert 
in the Bridgewater Hall the 
place was packed to capacity. 
Although a proportion of tiie 
audience must have been at¬ 
tracted by the prospect of 
hearing a celebrated violinist 
partnering the director of the 
Cello Festival in Brahms’s 
Double Concerto, it was clear 
from the attention paid to 
every slightest move of the 
soknsts in Haydn's Cello Con¬ 
certo in C and Strauss’s Don 
Quixote that tiie cellists were 
tiie stars of the show. 


Stars on 


strings 



JFbr sheer accomplishment, 
nothing was better than David 
Geringas’s performance of the 
Haydn. But why such a bril¬ 
liant instrumentalist and oth¬ 
erwise conscientious stylist 
should indulge in a first- 
movement cadenza which has 
nothing to do with Haydn and 
everything to do with Bach is 
hard to fathom. If Janos 
Starker in the Strauss seemed 
to be less in authority than 
Geringas it was because he 
was waiting for the death 


scene. He delivered it with a 
moribund authenticity as art¬ 
ful as it was truthful. Besides, 
any lack of characterisation in 
the solo part was compensated 
for in a outstandingly vivid 
performance from the BBC 
Philharmonic. 

The orchestral sound was in 
high profile also in tiie 
Brahms Concerto for Violin 
and Cello—perhaps too much 
so in this case. The soloists, a 
fluent Pinchas Zukerman and 
strangely underpowered 


Ralph Kirshbaum, were gen¬ 
erous in yielding to the orches¬ 
tra wherever its part might be 
considered of particular inter¬ 
est. But. written as it was for a 
favourite cellist and the mpst 
famous violinist erf Brahms's 
day. the Double Concerto was 
not conceived in that way and 
does not work like that. 


Gerald Larner 


Shining lights 
in the gloom 


I n its 36 years of activity 
Scottish Opera had not 
performed The Queen of 
Spades, and it* quite right 
that they should — they owe 
the experience of Tchai¬ 
kovsky's scarifying operatic 
history to their audience. 
anri indeed to themselves. 
Among the signal pleasures of 
Tuesday* first night at the 
Theatre Royal were the ener¬ 
getically alert orchestral play¬ 
ing and the robust singing of 
David Jones’s augmented 
chorus, and not just singing — 
the men danced like dervishes 
in the gambling scene, singing 
their tittle hearts out the while. 

Energy was certainly the 
watchword under Richard 
Armstrong* baton, almost to 
a fault He chose brisk tempos 
and tended to push the music 
along, especially in the genre 
scenes; ft was often visceraliy 
exciting, but the music needs 
time to breathe, even to hold 
back if h is to exert its full 
hypnotic power. 

Purely musically, though, 
the challenge was largely met 
But mounting The Queen of 
Spades is a risk as well as a 
challenge, very risky indeed 
for a company strapped for 
cash — a degree of visual 
splendour is essential — and 
with a director-designer with 
as undistinguished a track 
record as Yannis Kokkos. 
Remember his dreary Tristan. 
Alceste and Tito* His perma¬ 
nent set — a line of white fiats 
with holes — was fatally 
lacking in atmosphere which¬ 
ever location it was supposed 
to conjure up: St Petersburg 
Summer Garden, barracks, 
ballroom or spooky bedcham¬ 
ber. Patrice Trottier* lighting 
kept going dim at crucial 
moments, so you couldn’t see 
the singers’ faces. 

Witiun these unpromising 
surroundings. Kokkos* direc¬ 
tion was embarrassingly tea- 
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tureless. Scene after scene 
which should fill the audience - 


with pity or terror and prefera¬ 
bly both sailed past without 
engendering the slightest fris¬ 
son. It had never occurred to 
me that this opera could be 
boring on stage. Singers need¬ 
lessly placed too far up s t a g e, 
purely mechanical, unmoti¬ 
vated movements: we are used 
to higher standards of direc- - 
Don here. 

The burden placed on the 
singers was a heavy one, and 
save for Jadwiga Rappfe* 
Countess — an ordinary mid¬ 
dle-aged woman who 
wouldn't frighten a flea - 
most of them carried it off in 
triumph. The Ukrainian tenor 
V ladimir Knrmenko (Her- — 

man) is a real find. His voice £- 
has ringing Slavonic plangen- Vj- 
cy, be sings bang in the middle 
of the notes, and is absolutely 
tireless, sounding as fresh in 
the last scene as he had in the 
first. At first he seemed a less 
than commun icative actor, but 
the character is anyway fatally 
introverted, and he went spec¬ 
tacularly mad in the third ad 

Ehnira Magpmedova Veda 
combines fruity, mezzo-ish 
tone with a genuinely soprano 
range, perfect for lisa. Boris 
Trajanov sounded far happier 
as Ydetsky than he had as 
Rigoletto earlier in the season. 
and Alexander Poliakovs from 
Latvia (Scottish Opera* cast 
ing department has been 
spreading its net wide) was the 
elegant Tomsky. Michelle J'Jji 
Walton was a sweet Olga, and 
Nicholas Garrett made some¬ 
thing out of Uttie as Surra. 
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Rodney Milnes 


Weill revisited 
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S ometimes when an op¬ 
era falls into obscurity 
there are perfectly good 
reasons. Rodney Milnes 
writes. The burgeoning of in¬ 
terest in Kurt Wefll over the 
past two decades has been 
extraordinary, but Die 
Burgschaft (The Pledge), 
plainly a major work, has not 
been professionally performed 
anywhere for 40 years, and the 
fine new production that 
opened at the Stadttheater in 
Bielefeld last week did rather 
explain why. 

Premiered in Berlin in 1932, 
it was his penultimate work 
before he was forced to flee 
Germany. The librettist was 
Caspar Neher, who had de¬ 
signed Threepenny Opera and 
Mahagonny. and it is the sort 
of libretto that should have 
been swiftly returned to send¬ 
er. but since Wefll was having 
an affair with Mrs Neher at 
the time, normal critical 
and-take relations may 
been temporarily in abeyance. 
It is about the effect of political 
change on human relation¬ 
ships — promising enough 
given Germany in 1932 — but 
written in the deadly didactic 
style of “epic theatre": the 
characters are pure paste¬ 
board: motivation and dra¬ 
matic development are pur¬ 
posefully. systematically 
expunged; and even the polit¬ 
ical change is purely arbitrary. 

Weill at tiie height of his 
German-period powers was 
unable to breathe life into this 
arid stuff: you simply don't 
care why it is that the grain- 
merchant Orth ends up look- 
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ing calmly on white‘his 
white best friend, the c 
dealer Mattes, is beaten W 
death by starving peasants — 
or in Jonathan Eaton* pro¬ 
duction. actually delivers the 
coup de grdee. The songs and 
dance rhythms through which 
Wefll was at his most lethal 
are few and far between—one 
great waltz, a couple erf tangos 
— and for the most part he is 
on his best neo-dassical be¬ 
haviour. 

The Bielefeld company cer¬ 
tainly did the piece proud: it 
was excellently conducted by 
the music director Rainer 
Koch, and directed in appro¬ 
priately severe epic-theatre 
style by Eaton, an expat Brit¬ 
ish producer with a good Weill 
trade-record. 

The most promising device, 
insufficiently developed, is a 
male-voice trio who are by 
turn blackmailers, thieves, 
police-agents etc, and the 
sheer energy of Luca Martin; 
Andrew Dailey and Mathias 
Mann commanded great ad¬ 
miration. William Oberholtzer. 
and Martin Blasius did what, 
they could with the cardboard’ 
protagonists, and Margaret 
Thompson shone as the wife- 
and-mother figure, the nearest 
we get to a real operatic 
character. The audience dis¬ 
played unbridled enthusiasm, 
so r could be wrong in persist¬ 
ing to believe Burgschaft to be 
the deadest of dead ducks. 
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NE W MOVIES: Try as it might, Adrian Lyne’s version of Nabokov's Lolita remains a distasteful bore, says Geoff Brown 

Irons in the mire is not a pretty sight 

Y ou cant miss Lolita.- 1 r: — -s—» ^ — ■ —. ■ ■ - --- 

She’s that saucy „ ' •• 

young girl, aged 12 or Lolita ' 

SO. whn pnctiw ik, u;,_tti__ r-_j 


Y ou cant miss Lolila. 
She’s that saucy 
young girl, aged 12 or 
so, who ensures the 
attention of Hum ben Hum- 
bert. professor of literature, by 
lolling on the lawn near a 
water sprinkler, reading a 
movie magazine, a bare lee 
twirling in the air. conon 

doihmg all wet and dingy 
The actress’s name is Do mi- 
. tuque Swain, then a 14-year- 
_ old plucked straight out of 
■ Malibu High School. 

You cant miss the director 
either. Adrian Lyne is his 
ostOK his portfolio indudes 
9h Weeks and Fatal Attrac- 
- *K>n, and he doesn’t hide his 
light under a bushel. During 
the course of Humbert’s obses- 
sion. fluorescent lights flicker 
while the camera tilts madly, 
or blurs, or grabs a close-up of 
an ice-cream soda being 
whipped erotically into life. 
Welcome to Lolita, shot in the 
autumn and winter of 1995-96. 

,. doused in controversy 
ever since. 

Remember that 1996 was an 
election year in America. Bob 
Dole was crowing about fam¬ 
ily values and Hollywood was 
in the dock. Distributors and 
exhibitors shrank from the 
prospect of a nymphet and 
paedophile, put on to film by a 
director with a high ratio of 
box-office hits, but a poor 
record for restraint and fine 
taste. Subsequent media cov¬ 
erage of paedophile incidents 
across the globe hardly helped 
Lyne’s case. But distribution 
- deals need to be honoured and 
money made. So here it is. two 
years late; a film more likely to 
bore than deprave, choked as 
it is by the director^ crass style 
‘ and a script that gets stuck in a 
rut 

Can anything be salvaged, 
such as Vladimir Nabokov's 
novel? The adaptation by Ste¬ 
phen Schiff certainly sticks 
closer to the novel’s structure 
than Nabokov's own for the 
Stanley Kubrick film of 1961. 
Some of the master's playful 
prose appears on die sound¬ 
track. in Jeremy Ironses com¬ 
mentary. But a few rescued 
words mean little when 
weighed against an avalanche 
of distorting image, or a 
narrative-that forgoes Nabo¬ 
kov'S satirical darts for the 
dull repetitions of a road 
movie. In Kubrick's film, Peter 
Sellers made something of a 
variety-rum out of Clare 
Quiity, the depraved play¬ 
wright who shadows JHIrnn- ; 
bert and Lolita; rather that, 
though, than the excessive 
melodrama of Frank Lan- 
gdla’s version, scarcely seen 
without threatening shadows, 
lurid camera angles, or the 
sound of insects meeting a 
noisy death. 

Early scenes adopt an enjoy- 
ably amused tone. You have to 
laugh as Melanie Griffith’s 
voracious landlady, Lolita'S 
mother, chats up her new 
lodger Humbert with “I my¬ 
self worship the French 


Lolita 

Warner West End 
18.137 mins 
Unsubtle treatment of 
Nabokov's classic 

Wild Man Blues 

Screen on Baker Street 
12.102 mins 
Woody Allen reveals 
all. or does he? 

Martha — Meet 
Frank, Daniel 
and Laurence 

Odeon West End 
15,88 mins 
Glib and tepid 
British comedy 

The Hanging 
Garden 

ABC Piccadilly 
15.91 mins 
Adventurous 
Canadian drama 

Amy Foster 

ABC Shaftesbury Ave 
1Z 113 mins 
Dull tale of outcasts 
in love 

Shall We Dance? 

Curzon Mayfair 
PG. 117 mins 
Art-house hit from Japan 

Western 

Renoir, 15,134 mins 
Dawdling French road 
movie with a human face 


tongue”. Irons himself never 
manages the seedy grandilo¬ 
quence of Kubrick's Humbert 
James Mason, but his urbane 
English manner heightens the 
comedy of the professor's 
panting obsession and en¬ 
forced entanglement (mar¬ 
riage, ultimately) with the 
egregious landlady. Much 
play is made of Lolita's gum- 
chewing and her teeth brace 
(she plonks it into Humbert’s 
wine glass). And throughout 
the camera gloats on the 
period props rounded up to 
portray the late 1940s scene: 
the cars, the radio sets, the 
billboards, the Oreo cookies, 
all the junk of popular culture 
that defines Lolita's world. 

Bui endless period details 
are no substitute for Nabo¬ 
kov’s satire on the emerging 
postwar America. The film’s 
hollowness grows once Char¬ 
lotte is conveniently killed, 
leaving Humbert free to em¬ 
bark wjh the capricious and 
manipulative Lolita, bickering 
away days and nights as they 
cross the country by car. One 
motel is followed by another. 
One suggestive sex scene is 
followed by another. 

Some might decry the avoid¬ 
ance of moral judgment, but 
tire film is damaged far more 
by Irons's lack of passion, the 
script’s dull stretches and 
Lyne’s gift for visual overstate¬ 
ment. Nabokov's novel is 
stripped bare of subtleties to 
become a bald, plodding tale 
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Choked by the director's crass style and a script that gets studs in a rut the 14-year-oki Dominique Swain—playing a role younger than her real age—and Jeremy Irons in Lolita 


of a paedophile's obsession; 
not a pretty sighL 

From Humbert we move 
swiftly to Woody Allen in Wild 
Man Bines, a fascinating 
documentary following his 
progress through sane of 
Europe’s finest hotels during a 
gruelling tour with his New 
Orleans jazz band. Huddled in 
a coal an the plane ai the start, 
he vents his dislike of dogs. 
And the' neuroses just keep 
coming as he and Soon-Yi 
Previn (then his girlfriend, 
now his wife) are whisked 
from Paris to Madrid to 
Venice to Bologna. He pokes 
uncertainly at a Spanish om¬ 
elette. He complains about 
shower mats. He is part 
petulant adolescent, part old 
curmudgeon. 

Previn takes it all in her 
stride; in this view of their 
relationship, she wears the 
trousers. As the camera rolls, 
though, you cannot help won¬ 


dering for whose benefit all 
this is being filmed. At me 
point Allen offered himself to 
the documentary diTOctor Ter¬ 
ry Zwigoff. who made Crumb. 
that disturbing portrait 0$.the 
cartoonist Robert Cnigfe^br 
the event he retreated, jseffling 
instead for the saffysq&ly 
approach of Barbara Kopple 
lHarlan Count/, USA}, more 
accustomed-.to fibninc-nnitm. 


artist permtineafly.. fixed to *, 
psychiatrist's roudii 'Some¬ 
times Allen confides to : the 
camera; at others, toe camera 
aims to be the fly omhe^^yi 
is an uneasy mix. ' 

. Yet no matter how fiflpure 
or cosmetic Kopple’s ap¬ 
proach, the film is compelling 
viewing. We hear pleasant 
music-making; we learn about 
Altai's bathroom require¬ 
ments; best of ail, we meet his 
parents, alive and kicking in 
their nineties, still waiting for 


their son to settle down like a 
nice Jewish boy. 

. / The film is certainly far 
funnier than Martha — Meet 
Fkuk DrtuI and Laurence, 
- the lajestBrilish bid to be the 
nart /$EBir Weddings and a 
FuriemE in fact, the film it 
raostoflen resembles, in mate¬ 
rial at' least is The Knack, 
..from heyday of the Swing- 

:*f53j^ftre&.male friends get 
- entangled with tire 
: B.- same American girl, 
,Jl,- ^although none is 
r awat^pf-tfie others’ involve- 
' ■menfc’fcrindon is always sunny 
and always smart The players 
vW Rufus Sewell, Tom Hol- 
farjder, Joseph Fiennes, and 
visrtingAmerican Monica Pot- 
ter — launch a charm offen¬ 
sive. but the jokes are wan, die 
spirit ungenerous, and Nick 
Hamm’s direction indifferent 
Fbr originality this week, 


you cannot beat The Hanging 
Garden, a striking first fea¬ 
ture from Thom Fitzgerald, a 
young film-maker based in 
Nova Scotia. Fact and fantasy, 
past mid present are deliri¬ 
ously interwoven in this 
highly persona) tale about 
sexuality, family, and the pull 
of memories. 

An overweight teenager, op¬ 
pressed at home, appears to 
hhng himsett, bm then returns 
for- his sister's wedding as a 
slim, gay man of 25. The story 
comes exuberantly styled, 
drenched with floral imagery 
and pounding music. Some¬ 
times there is so much poetic 
artifice that we gasp for air, 
especially, since Fitzgerald 
likes to ram the camera very 
dose to the actors. 

Luckily, they are a memora¬ 
ble lot Chris Leavins as the 
passive returning hero; Troy 
Veinotte, a non-professional, 
as his brooding 17-year-old 


self; Kerry Fox as the obstrep¬ 
erous sister trying to keep 
hearth and home together. 

Artifice dominates Amy 
Foster too, but it comes with 
no personal colouring. Actors 
in 19th-century togs wade 
through mud or brood on 
Cornish cliffs. The rain mach¬ 
ine works overtime. On the 
soundtrack. John Barry whips 
up an orchestral storm. 

Love ffickers into life be¬ 
tween Rachel Weisz. a dour 
servant girl in a remote coastal 
village, and Vincent JRerez. the 
lone Russian survivor of a 
shipwreck. But happiness is 
not theirs; nor ours. Joseph 
Conrad provided the story; the 
computerised direction is by 
Beeban Kidron. who is worthy 
of better things. 

Next we whirl on to Shan 
We Dance?, in which a mid¬ 
dle-aged Japanese business¬ 
man acquires a new lease of 
life by taking ballroom danc¬ 


ing lessons. Slim stuff? Not a 
bit: Masayuki Sim's film, al¬ 
ready a sizeable art-house 
success in America, wins your 
heart with its friendly attitude 
and observant comments on 
Japan’s strict social codes. 

The film’s message is opti¬ 
mistic take a chance in life. 
Koji Yakusho is the ballroom 
novice, although the film is 
nearly stolen by Naoto 
Takenaka as an office mouse 
who becomes a Latin lover on 
the dancefloor. 

Manuel Poirier’s film West¬ 
ern is no beefy drama either 
we just follow the 
meanderings of a pair of male 
immigrants, one Catalan, one 
Russian, as they travel round 
Brittany seeking friendship 
and women. Poirier obviously 
loves his characters, but de¬ 
spite the film's human face 
you need patience, and a love 
of everything French, to share 
his joy for 134 minutes. 


‘Gripping drama’ 


Every week, young film fans 
discuss some of the latest 
releases... 

MIDUTA 

Leslie Isaiah Thomas. 20: See 
this enthralling film — irs in a 
class of its own. I had not 
thought that Jeremy Irons was 
capable of giving this kind of 
performance. 

Dom Young, 19: If this film 
had been banned, the cinema 
would be a less rich place. The 
images are extraordinary. 
Emma Rolph. 19: Entertain¬ 
ment in the truest sense. It 
held my attention consistently. 
Ten out of ten. 


Damian Samuels, 20: A grip¬ 
ping drama that is in no way 
overshadowed by the Stanley 
Kubrick version starring 
James Mason. 

■ MARTHA—MEET 
FRANK, DANIEL AND 
LAURENCE 

Leslie; Sassy. The young cast 
of this romantic comedy is 
excellent 

Dom: This film was a real 
laugh from start to finish. The 
romantic side was oily nomi¬ 
nally mushy. 

Emma: A decent little movie 
which is well worth you part¬ 
ing with a few quid. In a good 



cast Tom Hollander in partic¬ 
ular gives a really excellent 
performance. 

Damian: A brilliant, pacy 
romantic comedy — exit last 
week’s Sliding Doors, enter 
Martha — Meet Frank, Dan¬ 
iel and Laurence. Monica 
Potter, who plays Martha, is a 
dead ringer for Julia Roberts, 
but the fihn is none the worse 
for that. 


SMART, FUNNY AND 
EFFORTLESSLY GRIPPING.” 

THE BASK 1EL£fi5JPH 

“ONE OF THAI TINY GROUP OF SEQUELS THAT IS BETTER 
THAN (IS PREDECESSOR. WITTIER. MORE INVENTIVELY 
PLOTTED AND MUCH, MUCH SCARIER” 

DAUY 

“ONE OF THE MOST SEDUCTIVE, HORRIFYING FILMS YOU’LL 
SE ALL YEAR... DO YOU UKE SCARY MOVIES?... I LOVED THIS!’ 


■ 

NFT plans move to Soho 

T he National Film The- A f 'VVm TTTnipCt ^ fodu 

atre has entered into C,JV11X F XU J^± knocking down offices anc 

negotiations to move to mnl/l council-owned car park, whi 
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T he National Film The¬ 
atre has entered into 
negotiations to move to 
a huge new site in Soho, 
provisionally to be called the 
National Cinema Centre 
Adrian Wootton, who runs the 
NFT at the South Bank, con¬ 
firmed that talks were under 
way with Westminster City 
Cbuntil and a developer. The 
Benchmark Group, which in 
turn has eptered into a joint 
venture for an estimated £30 
million development at the 
corner of Marshall Street and 
Poland Street 

The NFT is still conducting 
a feasibility study into the 
project Bui according to 
Wootton, plans are likely to 
include four or five cinemas, a 
bar, a cafe and enhanced 
facilities for the London Film 
Festival. Existing educational 
and archival activities will 
also be expanded. The disad¬ 
vantage would be that the new 
NFT, though in the heart of 
London’s film industry, would 
be tucked away in a side street. 

“We are hoping to make a 
recommendation to the board 
of directors within a month," 
Wootton says. “My brief is to 


A £30m project 
could include 
a new‘national 
cinema centre* 

find a site which can accom¬ 
modate the National Film 
Theatre and the London Film 
Festival. This site can do that" 
The location, which will also 
contain offices and a re¬ 
vamped public swimming 
baths, may also be utilised by 
other BF1 operations, but this 
will not be decided until the 
conclusion in July of the 
current review of BFI activi¬ 
ties. "The BFJTs director, John 
Woodward, is looking at what 
else could go there," Wootton 
confirms. The NETS South 
Bank site will also be redevel¬ 
oped, with the existing cinema 

space taken over by the Muse¬ 
um of the Moving Image. 

Westminster council has 
been planning to redevelop the 
Soho site since 1994, and has 
selected Benchmark, which 
already owns two offices at the 
site, to develop it with a mixed- 


use brief. Plans will include 
knocking down offices and a 
council-owned car park, which 
is no longer structurally safe. 

“Ideally we would like to see 
it redeveloped as soon as 
possible because both parties 
have properties generating in¬ 
come. We hope to start work in 
early 1999," says Mr K.C 
Wong, joint managing direc¬ 
tor of Benchmark. “It’s still 
early (fays, but detaDed negoti¬ 
ations will Stan within toe 
next few weeks. It’s a complex 
she. and we are still running 
the numbers to see how to 
maxiraise returns for our¬ 
selves and Westminster." 

The NFT, which will apply 
for lottery and government 
funding, announced ft was 
seeking a new home in 1996. 
“The existing site is cramped 
and can’t be redeveloped," 
Wootton added. “Its tinder 
Waterloo Bridge so we can’t go 
up, we cant go down because 
of the water table, and we cant 
go sideways because of the 
FfestivaJ Hall and National 
Theatre. Moving allows us to 
provide an integrated home." 

Caron Lipman 
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I Including Nil By Mouth 


ARTS 


LONDON 


WOLFGANG HOL2MAIR: The 
renowned Austrian baritone returns id 
the Wigmore (or the fist ottwo recnais 
He ts pined torugm by Ihe guterist 
Alexander Sweis n a programme 
teaturtog rarely p er tain e d arrangements 
ot Schubet Weber and PajjanH songs 
wthguteir 

Wlgmore Han. Wigmore Street. W1 
(0171-035 ZU1). TorttglX 7.30pm. B 


TODAY'S CHOICE 


A dally guide to arts 
and entertainment 
compiled by Marti HargJa 


ELSEWHERE 


LONDON SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA: Sr Co*n ftovtt conducts 
wo German symphonies, each a 
number three and composed n honor 
of a head of elate M an d etestf i rf s 
Scottish. a homagib Queen Victona. is 
(oSowad by Baatfwrr's Brxa, 
ongmaBy dedcaied to Napoleon 
Barbican. Sdh Street, EC2 (0171-638 
6801) TonVt 7.30pm B 


THREE BY HAROLD PINTER. 7he 
Cossctbn and The Oner from the 
1960s. and A Kind of Alaska tram the 
1980s AspteneMcastmdOdesWntar 
as the watering Hairy n the first play. 
Donmor Warehouse, Eariham Street. 
WC2 (0171-369 f 732). Prevwtw from 
tonight 7pm Opens May 13.7pm 
Then Mon-Sal. 7pm. mats Wed. Sat 
(from May 161.2pm Until June 13.® 

WHISKEYTOWIt Fotkwanfl the 
success ot the* recently released abum. 
Stranger's /umanac. the hardcore 
country rocker: tram Rayleigh. North 
Carokna. make their much anticipated 
UK debut Returns only. 

Borders na. OrangeYard. Wt <0171- 
2871441) Toreght 730pm 


LIVERPOOL: Petr AancNer condiEts 

me Royal Uvarpcd Ph Uham ao nl c 

O iU ie a t ia it tna flnat concert in the 
season's Ctasscs Series. On (he 
programme are Haydn's Cta* 
Syr^jhorylolowed by Mozart’s piano 
conceno, K487. with Andreas Haaftger 
as sates: Concfuc^Tgihfl uvenngs 
Situs's Fith Symphony. Broadcast 
kveonRaona 

PMharmoRfc HeO. Hope Sneer (0151 • 
7093789) Tonight 730pm 


YARD GIRL. ReDecca Prichard's tares 
account of the rough. wM He at girts on 
the areas of Hactexy A cdproducwm 
with Own Break 

Royal Court Upataks (Antoassadors). 
West Si WC2 (0171-565 5000) Previews 
tram tonqtn. 7-<5pm Opens May 11 
aid 12. 7pm Then Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
mats (tram May 16). 4pm 1*00 May 30 



NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME Roxana 
sabert dkacts a tine Hah and Engttsh 
cast >n Bnan Fnal's powerful 
Ttenfattona When the Ehgttsh map- 
makers arrive m 1833 the Irish 
tannage must sutler. 

New Vtetoda, Etnna Road (01782 
717962) Opens tom^n, 7 30pm. Thai 
Man-T7wandSA 7.30pm, Fri, 8pm 
UrtiMay 30 

NORTHAMPTON: The Berlin 
Symphony Orchestra's current 
transcort i nsrtalwmouchesdQwn 
hare tonight. Jaap van awdsn conducts 
three poprOar Obssics kicUng off vrith 
Sctubert's (JWWsbert Symphony 
tallowed by two works by Beethoven: 
the FV&i Symphony and the Brparar 
Prano Ccnc&to With the acclaimed 
American p^nlsi Derek Han es sdoisL 
Oemgat. Theatre, 19721 GuOdhall 
Road (01604 24811). Tonight 730pm. 
STRATFORD-UPON-AVON' P0J 
Ftoppieneft and Ryan Pope make their 
RSC debuts m Robert Holman's new 
play. Bad Weat her, set n 
Mddasbrough where one man is 
sentenced tor the other’s oera Steven 
ftmlcb tfirecta See rtsnnew, p. 38. 

The Other Place, Southern Lore 
(01788 295623). Opens tongH, 7pm. In 
repertoire. B 


Gem of a rough diamond 


NEW ON VIDEO 


TON DON GALLERIES 


Derek Han and the Berlin 
SO visit Northampton 


Brunei: Rupa-Mataysia; A decade of 
Art 1987-1997 (0171-323 6230). 
Dulwich: Italy in the Age d Turner 
(0181-693 5254). Hayward: Anteh 
Kapoor (0171-8283144) . Museum 
of London'The UM and Time of 
N M RamscMd. 1777-1836 (0171-600 
0807) . Haifa not' Masters Of Light 
Dutch Panters in Utrecht during the 
GoWenAge(0171-747 2885) . . 
Nattanai Portrait Hen Caraar- 
Brescon Portraits (0171-3060055) .. 
Tats Tranet and the Scertbta: An 
Area at Two Oitues (0171-887 B000) 
V & A The Power at the Paster 
(017T-B38 834978441) 


■Na BY MOUTH 

Fox Paths, 18.1997 
GARY OLDMAN turned to his own 
upbringing in London’s East End for 
his powerful and uncompromising 
directorial debut Words and fists fly 
among a dysfunctional family of petty 
thieves on a grim housing estate. 
Oldman dearly knows these people, 
and refuses to act the moralist. The 
camera stays dose to bees, but luckily 
die actors can take the scrutiny. Two 
performances stand out: Ray Wmsione 
as the violent hard-drinking patriarch, 
and Kathy Burke as his abused, 
pregnant wife. The film is dedicated to 
Oldman's own father. Available to 
rent 


B CLOSER' The Natkxtal Theatre 
production ol Patnek Martrefs ha play 
about dodfly personal raWiora With 
Frances Barter and Liza Waiter. 

Lyric, Shaftesbury Ave. W1 (0171-484 
5045) Mon-Sat 7 30pm. mans Wad and 

Sat 3pm. 

□ EDNA THE SPECTACLE!: The 
Dame i& back. New characters are sad 
to ndude a young Rupert Murdoch Kit 
iteskafr-Haney contriUes lyres. Alan 
Sffachai drects the boss lady 
Theatre Royal. Haymarket, swi 
(0171-9308800) MorvSaL 730pm. mat 
SaL 3pm Q 

□ KAT AND THE KINGS BxdRent 
new 1950s rock'n'roll musical about a 
South African group max never qJte 
existed 

Vaudmlle Theatre, The Strand, WC2 
tern-6369987?. Mgn-Thur. 8pm; Fri 
and Sat 5 30pm and 8 30pm. 

□ LEBENSRAUM. Jar* KlalT n British 
premere of Israel Horowitz's new play, 
sain Germany n the year 2005 when 
the Chancellor miles Jews to return 
there Michael Fry Greets 

Kkig*a Head. Upper Street N1 (0171- 
2261916) Tue-Sri, 8pm. nwtt, Sat and 
Sun. 3 30pm Q 

□ A QUESTION OF MERCY' The US 
cast from the Long Wharf Theatre of 
Now Haven on an exchange visit with 
an accBimad euthanasia play by David 
RaOe. euttxr ot Hjriyturiy 

. Bush. Shepherds Bush Green, WI2 
(0181-743 33881. Mon-SaL 8pm 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston's aaaeaw nen t 
of theatre showing In London 
■ House ftiB, returns only 
O Some seats avariabie 
□ Seats at all prices 


production, with Michel Ban es Joe and 
George GruzacT as Ccp'n Andy. 

Prince Edward Theatre. Old 
Compton St W1 (0171-4475400). Mon- 
Sat 7 30pm. mats Thur. SatE30pm 


B SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Stage 
verson of the Nm musical, storing 
Adam Garoa as Tony Manere, with two 
new Bee Gee songs Choreppapted 
and dructed by Artene Phrt^js 
Patted fum Argyll Street W1 (0171-494 
50201 Mon-Sat 730pm. mats Wed and 
Sat 230pm 0 

O SAUCY JACK ANO THE SPACE 
VIXENS David Schofield plays the 
saucy one m sb-fi rruscal described 
as ajw-cooi and defeckusly decadenL 
Queens, Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(0171-494 5041) Mon-Thur, 8pm. Fri. 

5 30pm. 830pm. Sal. 4pm. 8 30pm 
□ SHOCKHEADED PETER'Julian 
Crouch and Pheftm McDermott 
dramatise the Struwweftjorer tales, told 
wan iiusons. puppets and five muse 
rrem The Tiger Ldes 
Lyite King Street W5 (0181-741 
8701/2311) Mon-Sat 730pm mat Sat 
2 30pm Until May9 fi 

B SHOWBOAT Hal Prince s 
spectacularly lavish Broadway 


B THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE Aten 
Aycttnxn deeds Jane Asner in he new 
comedy about a surprising love and Its 
unsmpnsrng consequences on lovers. 
Gielgud. Shatesbuy Avenue, W1 
(0171-494 SD6£i). Mon-Sal, 7 45pm; 
mats Tlwr and Sat 3pm. 


■ AN AMERICAN WEREWOLF 
IN PARIS 

Entertainment, JS, 1997 
IMPISH sequel to the cult horror 
comedy of 1981. Tom Everett Scott 
heads a band of American college 
students abroad whose search for 
adventure has unexpected conse¬ 
quences when they meet Julie Delpyx 
reluctant werewolf. TTiere is a spirited 
cast and much ghoulish humour and 
oodles of cheek before the film gets rop- 
heavy with grisly goings-on. The 
special effects, mixing prosthetics with 
digital trickery, are not of the very 
highest quality, but in this romp who 
needs finesse? Available to rent. 



B THE UNEXPECTED MAN: Been 
Atkns and Mctaet Gambon play 
strangers on a tram m a new play by 
Yasmuia “Art" Reza MaflhwrWarchus 
dkeas 

Ptt, Barbcan Centra. Sft St. EG2 
(0171-6388891) Mon-SaL 8pm; mate 
Thu. SaL 5pm. 

LONG RUNNERS 


□ Blood Brothers Phoamx (0171 -368 

1733) . □ Buddy Strand (0171-930 

8800) . . □ Cat* Now London 
(0171-405 0072) ... □ Groan 
Cambridge (0171 -494 5060) . BAn 
InapBctor Can* Garrick (0171-494 
5085} . B tea IBafraMai- Pataca 

(0171-434 0909) B Mm Saigon 
Drury Lane (0171-494 5400) ... 

□ Tt» klouaatrap 9 Martin's (0171- 

8361443) . □ Smokay Joe's 

Cafe: Pnnce of Walas (0171-838 
598?) 

Ticket intam a acn suppled by Society 
of London Theatre. 


■ THE LAST JOURNEY 

BF1 Video, U. 1935 

A TEXTBOOK example ot fire won¬ 
ders one exuberant director can per¬ 
form even when trapped in die murky 
regions of the (930s British B-movie. 
The American-born Bernard Vorhaus 
is his name, and he makes compelling 
viewing out of this thriller about a 
maddened train driver determined to 
leave his job with a bang. The 
passengers are delightful period types, 
suavely portrayed by Hugh Williams. 
Godfrey Tearle. and Julien Mitchell. 
The tape also features The Ghost 


The consistently excellent Ray Winstone in Gary Oldman’s award-winning directorial debut, Nil by Mouth 


Camera of 1933. with two young 
players going places: John Mills and 
Ida Lupino. 


■ A LIFE LESS ORDINARY 
PolyGram. IS, 1997 . 

THE team behind Shallow Grave and 
Trainspotting bravely, strikes out for 
pastures new in this bizarre mix of 
comedy, fantasy and romance. Ewan 
McGregor’s janitor loses his job and 
finds hims elf kidnapping Cameron 
Diaz, his boss's pampered daughter. 


Two angels. Holly Hunter and Delroy 
Undo, are dispatched from above to 
make their hearts beat as one. It’s a 
muddle, although if you abandon 
expectations the film’s wild journey 
misht amuse. Available to rent 


■ VERONIKA VOSS 
Connoisseur. 12.1981 
THE Connoisseur collection of 
Fassbinder films is rounded off with 
the release of this bleak and shimmer¬ 
ing black-and-white drama about the 


drugged decline of a former film star of 
the Nazi era. Fassbinder’s intention fe 
to investigate the selective memory of 
German history, and to explore the 
power struggle in human relation¬ 
ships. Sunset Boulevard is evoked 
more than once. Also available: Chi¬ 
nese Roulette 0976), a brittle, bitter 
and hypnotically stylised account of 
neurotic family life and the prison of 
marriage. 


Geoff Brown 


NEW CLASSICAL CDs: Essential Romeo; unmissable budget Holst; Perahia’s solo Bach 


NEW RELEASES 


♦ BREAKDOWN(15) KutRusssB 
and wife, cresang the Sretaa by car. taB 
prey to MaiMsa in tfw desert Tense 
tnnter.vnthj T Walsh 

Odaora: Krakiflton (01B1-315 4214) 
Martale Arch (0181-315 4216) S«tM 
Cottage (0181-315 4220) Wwt End 
(0IB1415 4221) UC1 WMtatayvfi) 
(0990088990) 

MY SON THE FANATIC (15): Fetching 
muB-ojIHaaJ comedy-drama, written by 
Hand Kureteta, with Om Pun as the 
meant (a»-c*TvarhOTastTfly 
estranged Iren ho lamfy. Wlh Rachel 
Griffiths Director. Udayan Prasad 
Goto (0171-727 4043) Odaon 
HwiuartcM (0161-315 4212) fttxy 
(0171-737 2121) ScfMni&von (0171- 
2263520) 

♦ SCREAM 2 (18). New Campbell 
and tha hooded taler return h the sequel 
io Wes Craven's exuberant posr- 
nxxtom slasher movie 

Grmnwlcti (0181-2353005) Odoorac 
Camden Town (0181-315 4255) 
Kensington (0181-315 4214) Marble 
Arch (0181-3154216) Swiss Cottage 
(0181-315 4220) PtarcS (0990 
888990) RI&Y (Q171-737 2121) UCJ 
WhBrieysS (0990 088900) VWgtna: 
Fulham Road (0870-907 0711) 
TrocadaroS (0870-907 0716) Warner 
B (0171-437 4343) 

♦ SLIDING DOORS (15]'Sackad PR 
Gwyneth Paftnw finds a new Bte and 
boyWend- or doaa she’ Ptaaaant 


CINEMA GUIDE 


(0870-9070710) Haymarket (0870-907 
0712) Warner S (0171-4374343) 


OPErt^v 

John Higgins 


Qeotl Brown’s assessment of 
films in London and (where 
Indicated with the symbol ♦) 
on retease across lire country 


romantic comedy, less complex than Its 
fancy structure suggests. With John 
Hannrfi. Wnrar-dkedor. Feter Hovntt 
ABCs: Baker Street (017I S35 9772) 
Tottenham Court Road (0171-636 
6148) Barbican 0 (0171 -638 8891) 
Cteptem Picture House (0171-498 
3323) EmpfcaB (0990 B88990) 
Atotdng HM Ooronefffi (0171-727 
6705) UO WMtatoys £$ (0990 88B90O) 
Vbgbi Fulham Road 106704070711) 
TTCcadara B (0670907 0716) 

CURRENT 


DECONSTRUCTING HARRY (18): A 
writer's personal and professional Ha 
unravels. F a sdn a finq. hmyand 
(inserting Woody Allen flkn. Alan stare 
with an eHe cast (Judy Data. Demi 
Moore. BBy Crystal Bisabeth Shuel 
C uiaa w . Wnema (0171-3681723) 
West End (Q171-3691722) Odaonx 
Camden Town (0161-315 4255) ' 
Swiss Cottage (0181-315 4220) Rtay 
(0171-7372121) 


THE BIG LEBOWSIG (IB)- The Coen 
brothers' disheveled spool of Raymond 
Chandler's turners, very (miry m spotE 
wvh Jen fridges. John Goodman and 
JiAame Moore 

ABC Tottenham Court Road (01 n 
636 61481 BartrlcailQ (Q171-6388891) 
Ctapham Plcbn House (0171-498 
3323) Greenwich (0181 -235 3005) 
Matas <0171 -4370757) Odeorr 
Camden Town 10181-3154255) Ritzy 
(0171 -737 2121 ) ScreerVBakar Street 
(0171-3353772) UdWhtteteyaB 
(0990 88899CQ Vbglns: Chataas 


« JACKIE BROWN (15) Ram Grafs 
money smugger tries wiiggHng out of 
trouble Ertaminng adap ta ti o n of 
Elmore Leonard's comic thrllar bom 
Ouendn Taantmo. wthan eMcelent 
casr Robot Forefer, Sarnuaf L Jackson. 
Roben Do Neo. Michael Keatoa 
Bridget Fonda. 

Odeona: Camden Town (0181-315 
4256) Marble Arch (0181-315 4216) 
PlSa B (0993 888990) RBzy (017T- 
737 2121) UO Whftatays © (0990 
088990) VbginrcCtiaiaaa (0171-352 
5096) Ttaoadaro Q (0181-970 8015) 


♦ MIDNIGHT IN THE GARDEN OF 
GOOD AND BflL (15): Naw Yak 
pumattst gala involved in a sensattonaf 
Savannah murder mat Atootang 
charader study, based on real Me. vrth 
Kewn Spacsy and John Cusack. 

ABC Baker Street (0171-935 B772) 
Vbgbrs: FUham Road (0171-370 283Q 
Haymarket (0171-639 1527) Wa mar 
8 KM71-4374343) 


■ GOUNOD 
Rom£o et Juliette 

Gheorghiu/Aiagna/ - 
KeenlysideA'an Dam/ 
Toulouse Orch/Plassan 
EMI 7243 ■ 5' 56123 2 (three - 
CDs) Ic** £30.99 
GOUNOD’S opera, after 
years of neglect and even 
derision, looks to be back in 
favour again. Roberto Alagna 
can claim much of the credit 
for bringing it in from the 
cold. Several would argue that 
Romte is his best stage role to 
date. He sang it first in 
Toulouse and it is to Toulouse 
that EMI has wisely returned 
to show off his skills and those 
of his outstanding conductor. 
Michel Piasson. 

Ronteo still lies very well for 
Alagna"s voice, but it is the 
sheer passion he throws into 
the role that makes his perfor¬ 
mance so convincing. Romto 
is lovestruck from the moment 
he claps eyes on Juliette. Ange 


adorable, and thereafter he 
thinks of little else. He rarely 
shouts, as Corelli, the best of 
his rivals on record, occasion¬ 
ally did. And in the love duets 
he employs the most delicate 
of pianissimi. 

Gheorghiu’s Juliette begins 
by sounding heavyweight 
The opening waltz song, a 
teeztaf^r's outburst of happi¬ 
ness. is not for her. Bui once in 
Romto’s arms she has full 
measure of the part The one 
British singer in a decent 
supporting cast, Simon 
Keenlyside, covers himself in 
gloiy as Mercutio in Queen 
Mab^ ballad. 

This is the Rom&o to have. 


PJRCHjSITOfe 

Barry Millington 


■ HOLST 

Btmi Mora: Somerset 
Rhapsody; Egdon Heath: 
Hammersmith etc 
RSNO/Uoyd-Jones 
Naxos 8.553696 £4.99 

EVERYBODY knows The 


Planets and perhaps one or 
two other pieces by Holst, but 
there are several hundred 
more that deserve to be heard 
more often than they are. This 
admirable Naxos disc brings 
together half a dozen of die 
best in excellent performances 
from the Royal Scottish Nat¬ 
ional. Orchestra under David 
Uoyd-Joritis"';-' J 

"From before the period of 
his greatest success come the 
folksy Somerset Rhapsody. 
Beni Mora (Oriental Suite) — 
with its continuous repetition 
of a flute motif (Holst had 
heard it intoned for two and a 
half hours by a native Algeri¬ 
an- player) — and the Invoca¬ 
tion for Orchestra (Tim Hugh 
the eloquent cello soloist;. 

Already in these works there 
are the signs of that austerity 
and idiosyncratic handling of 
form thar mystified his con¬ 


temporaries and which were 
scarcely moderated in the later 
Egdon Heath (which Holst 
considered his best work) and 
Hammersmith, heard here 
alongside the Fugal Overture. 
This is an important disc, and 
at budget price. What more 
could one ask? 


Hilary Finch 


CDs reviewed in The 
Times can be ordered 
from the Times Music 
Shop on 0345 023498 


■ BACH 

English Suite L 3 & 6 
Murray Perahia 
Sony SK 60276 **★ 

£15.49 

THE glorification of God and 
the recreation of the mrnd. no 
less, were Bach’s objectives in 
working at his own particular 
patterns of chord progressions 
in his music. And, in explain¬ 
ing how the keyboard figura¬ 
tions which spring from these 
progressions in Bach's Eng¬ 
lish Suites work simulta¬ 
neously on heart and mind. 
Murray Farahia seems to be 
taking these aims very much 


as his own point of departure 
too. 

The words of a performer — 
and rt is becoming rather 
fashionable to write one’s own 
introductory notes — can and 
probably should be superflu¬ 
ous to the performance. But 
here they really do articuiaie 
much of what Perahia :$tuaUy 
achieves in a recordin^wtiki 
is a worthy successions 
outstanding Scarlatti 

Emotion and intellect, heart 
and mind really do bond in. 
listening to Perahia’s luminos¬ 
ity of ornamentation and clar¬ 
ity of phrasing. The colour and 
vigour of counterpoint as his 
fingers create then own com¬ 
plex dance of weight and 
measure, is consistently thriv¬ 
ing. from the chiming Prelude 
of the third Suite with itshigfc- 
stepping Gavotte, to die exu¬ 
berance which peals out of the 
structural complexity of the 
Prelude and final Gigue’ef the 
sixth. 


* Worth hearing • 

** Worth considering 
★★★ Worth buying 


OPERA & BALLET THEATRES 


CLASSICAL CONCERTS 



THE ROYAL OPERA 

Ml fire Royal Afcait HaH 

Bok OSce 0171 5B9 8212 
Tub (FfcitragM, Wed 7.30 
LA TRAVOLTA 


APOLLO LABATT8 Hommorerntt 
BOinabkg toe] 0870 806 3400 
CC(+bkg too) 344 4444M20 0000 
Qrps 0171 416 6075 

DOCTOR DOLTITLE 

THE IHfiUCAL EVENT 


PHLfi* SCHOFELD 
Book, music & lyrics by 
taste Briones 
Directed by 
Stoven Ftmfatt 

WORLD P WMTEHC 14 JULY 


CQMBJY 0171 8091731 
_PC 0171 3 44 4444 

THE REAL INSPECTOR 
HOUND 

by Tore Stoppard 

BLACK COMEDY 

by Peter Shatter 
Tun Ihe e trtcte daMU’ D.Tet 
Ud aaaBon mail Jute 

Mon-Sal 730 Mata Wed & Sal 3 


DUCHESS BO 0171 404 5075 
CC 420 OQOtyttg fact) Op -40* 5454 
IKHAB.mUiAMS 
InJohn AUxwfc 


IBUUJESnS 24hr 404 5400 


ntorgedaWe evening' D. MtB 
aptad Attracted by Patrick 
Grind 

Mon-Sal Emb&OO 
Mata Wed & Sat 230 


THEATRES 


ADELPM 

cc24hra(E1 btag tea) 3440065 
&ps 413 3321(0800 614 903 
KILL FOR A TICKET MA& 
WINNER OUTSTANDINQ 
MUSICAL Offvtar Awards *8 

CHICAGO 

THE MUSICAL 

RUTffi UTE 

HENSHALL LBIPB1 

HBRY GOODMAN 
NIGEL PLANER 

MoivSat a. Wed & Sat Mata 3D0 


APOLLO 24hr CC 0171 484 5070 
cc 0171 344 4444 (bkgfee) 
Grpe 0171 494 5454 
BEN B-TDNS 

POPCORN 

Wtener-LauranN OIMer 
Awa rds P ea t Comedy 
WbtnaNtarctays Theatre 
A wa r ds H ea t New Ptay 
oondnatad for 7 Molam 
Mon-Sat 8.00pm 
Mata Wad 3D0 Sat 4JQpm 


CROBBON 3691737/344 4444 
ZttD HttA HtoU S YEAH 

THE REDUCED 
SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 

THE COMPLEIE WORKS OF 
WUJAM SHAKESPEARE 
(Wxktgadl 

Al 37 Ptaya in 97 Mrwtas 
■Htarioua* Tteres 
■GouDwr8mdayTYnea 
Matt Thur at 3pm. Sat at 6pm 
at 4pm, Eves a 8pm 
THE COMPLETE HISTORY OF 
ATCIfCA (abridged) 
TUeaday at 8pm 
Now Booking unB Summer SB 


Gpa 494 5454/413 3311/4368 5588 
ANDREW LLOYD WaBBTS 
MWO VWMW MUSICAL 

THE PHANTOM OP 
THE OPERA 

Oiractad by HAROLD PRINCE 
NOW BKG TO DEC 98 
Evas 7AS Mri Wad & Sat 3.00 
Apply to Bat OBcadrir far rattans 


I PALACE THEATRE 0171-434 0000 
I CO 24l»» (bte) Isa) 0171-344 4444 
(tag tee) 5^0171-413 3311 
I IHE WORUrS MOST POPULAR 
MUSICAL 


FORTIHC BO & CC 0171 838 
22380128033/464 5388 
NOW W OS 9th HIT YEAR 
ROBERT • DAVID 

DSUCKR PIAXAN 

SuanKTa 


UMDON PMlAHUaf 0171404 

smismmGmFEm 

Moo-Sat 7,30 Wed & Sat Mats 230 


nowin its ism 

RECORD BREAKING YEAR 
Brea 7S0 Mats Thu & Set 2J0 
Latacomera not admHtad 
unW the Interval 
UMTH) Na Or SEATS AVAIL 
DAILY FROM BOX OFFICE 


OUratS 0171 484 5040344 4444 
420 0000 Ope fllH-J 0171 484 5454 

SAUCY JACK AND TO 
SPACE VIXENS 

THEIER HUSKAL 
■Sprite* *■* Suiday Umaa 
■Pure anatedtendad M 

Uon-TTv 8. Fri 630 & 830 
Sal 4pra & aSQpra 
RUai&SOal mate tao ter ana 


.Mriaa p—a te Blaba Thaatra 
1898 Season 
20 May-10 SeptBnOer 
80017140198191 
0171 316 4703 B4hnri 
AS YOU LKE FT 
THE HS4CHANT OF VBUCE 


ausvs om 484 smo ec om 

4900000 (+ tori Grp»0171 4846434 


PHOEMXBO/CC 0171 369 1733 
(344 444^420 0000 (fafi) 


ST MARTMS 0171 836 1443 
Ews B. Tub 2A5. Sat 58. 8 

■AGATHA CHRISITE? 
' IHE MOUSETRAP 
46th YEAR 


THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Adapted by Stephen MaAatran 
The mo at Calnq and ctitBnq 
ptay far yam* DAta> 
MarhSte8MabTua3&Sat4 

ftaBtatte*2ftr« 


LYWC 0171 484 5045 (4-tea) 
ee 944 4444 l+tan 
F tan c a aP artwr LktedOwtn 


BEST MUSICAL 


Ptaya A PteQpn/lvor ftario k rii 
MLYiWSSBX'S 


ELTON JOHNS GLASSES 

A new coma dy by DAVP FARR 
Dlractad by TERRY JOW4SON 
Rad Praw g June open 10 Jraa 
Mon-fit am 7.4Spm,WadMatSpRi 
_Sal 4pm & 8pm_ 


STRAW THEATRE Box 08 & oc 
- (mg fee) 0171 9308800 
CC fbfcg W 0171 344 44JV420 OOOQ 
Omasa 0171 413 3321/0171438 0088 




APOLLO VICTORIA OC 0171 <18 
9055 cc34lw 017134444440171 
«0 0000 Gqs 416 6079413 3321 

Andrew Lloyd Wabbarta 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

THE FASTEST 
SHOW ON EARTH 

& C nte Q8 7.45CXT1 

Ttee & Sat 3pm lids torn Cl 2^0 


AN IDEAL HUSBAND 

■GREAT AW OLOfBOUS'&Tms 


ALDWYCH 0171418 6000 CC 0171 957 

WHBTLS DOWN THE WIND 
AatMUqdNttawwd 
Jkn Stofeanantenm muaicaL 


Pravtewa tan 17 Jurat 


CAMBRIDGE 484 50894188060 
344 4444/420 0000 (+t»kg fee) 
Grotpa 494 5454 
416 0075/413 3321/436 5688 

GREASE 

NOW IN ITS 
OTH FANTASTIC YEAH! 

IAN KHjSET aa Danny 
-AMORaarcHrnMRar 
MarvSal 730pm Mfed A Sat Nature 
BOOMNG TO THE HUBUUM 


DOMINION 01716601885/0171 
! 3444444/017149454860171 
420 0000 Grpa 01714166096/ 
0171 420 0000/0171 484 5454 
BEST NEW MUSICAL 
CUVIER AWARDS 1998 
CONEYS 

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

"AN ENCHANTWG EVBflNG- 
GENUINELY OLOW O UST D.Tal 
I Vt FEAST OF GOOD RffTDJM 
Opa 12+M« imM 2 Jm 99 
Mon-Sri 730 Wed A Sat Matt 230 


0N8KX 0171404 S08W31219SQNM 
BWewtteJW 

&0<4» 8171 «4 5454 


CLOSER 

B Y PATR ICK MM— 
ffiSTPBWPLAY 
Lau rence C arter Awwd 98 
BESrCCPCDY 
omngaonavi] wqiu 
M onGat 7J&, Wad E Sat Mat 3pm 
_www.cfcoarxajJc 


BLOOD BROTHERS 

.Ataga tba aucSance to ta teat 
and ranring Me agfrenT D MaR 

Evee 7^5 kteta Tloa axn S*4pm 


♦BUDDY* 


AUSONFSCJOHN8«DON 
JB Aktfhik 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

HiiCim —Iff DJM 

tavFa 7.*6, aa arc »&j5 
_ HauWta230 


NATIONAL THEAT7C BO OT71 
4S8 3000 Gras 0171 482 3010 
24ta cc Mg tea 0171 420 0000 
OLIVER Tort 7.15 RIGHT by 
Mkhal Brigakov in a new adapt 


nOcatW-Y 01713881734 
CC 344 4444 Qrn3BB 1717 
THEPEIW HM1 COMPANY 

MAJOR BARBARA 


1 230 » 746. Tower 7.43 ( 


Mkhal Brigakov in a new adaptefan 
by Ron HuKtenaoa Tpcnor 7.15 Art 
B«Y OF he PEOPif by Heratefc 


PLAYHOUSE 0171 39 4404 
0171838 4401 



The Buddy Hoby Story 
■BWLUANT'Sun 


MICHAEL BALL * LENCARIOO 
DAME EDNA EVERAGE 1c MARIA FRIEDMAN 
DAVID KERNAN ★ CLEOLAINE 
MHUCENT MARTIN 1c JULIA McKENZIE 
JULIA MIGENES ★ JONATHAN PRICE 
CUVEROWE 1c NEDSHESRHU 
-d ELAINE STRITCH' 
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Staging DrDolittle 




A t one end of the 
theatrical spectrum 
we have tonights 
premiere of Bad 
Weather, a restrained six- 
hander set on a Middles¬ 
brough council estate and 
staged:by the Royal Shake¬ 
speare Company in a 150-sear 
venue on a budget of about 
£80.000- At the other extreme, 
in July .we have Dr Dolittle. a 
spectacular musical whose 50- 
plus cast will perform in front 
of up to 3,400 punters a night 
in a production costing £4 
million. Two shows with noth¬ 
ing in comm cm — except that 
they are both being directed by 
Steven Pimlott 
In tone and scale, this seems 

like a dizzying shift _ 

from one assign¬ 
ment to the next To £ I 

Pimlott, ft is “the 
most natural Xrfj- 
thing* imaginable. 

“The contrast linl 

doesn’t exist for me 1411 

because I've lived Hr\rT 

my life with musi- UUH 
cals and plays side _ i 

by side," he ex- Will 

plains. “The first 
film 1 saw was The Well 

King 'and I. and I 
was hooked. Then, 
aged eight. I saw Richard ID 
in Stratford and die same 
thing happened. I would wan¬ 
der round our garden singing 
Rodgers and Hammerstein 
one day and acting out Shake¬ 
speare die next" 

At 44. in the middle of a 
freelance career that has seat 
him move freely between Mo- 
lifcre and Lloyd Webber. 
Shakespeare and Sondheim, 
with lucrative detours into 
European opera, his bade, 
garden principle still applies: 
“There are different chal¬ 
lenges, but it always boils 
down to telling the story." 

In Robert Holman's Bad 
Weather, the story begins 
after a man has been beaten 
up on • the estate. Holman 
traces the crime’s surprising 
consequences on all six 
characters. 

“The play appealed because 
it is ‘landscape of the mind' 
theatre." says Pimlott “I like 
drama that has a psychologi¬ 
cal structure, as opposed to 
Shaw-type issue plays, in 
which character and plot are 
moulded by the political points 
the author wants to make. 

“These are very 
recognisable human beings 
who behave in a recogni sable 
way. but their journey, from 
Middlesbrough to France and 
back, is not naturalistic, it’s 
like a Romance. This is a play 


Clam 
Mr Nice 
until I 
don’t get 
what I 
want 9 


Mystery 

journey 


DANCE 



NDOCO calls itself dance 
t pushes back the defining 
mdaries of the term. It 
ngles the able-bodied and 
disabled: conventional 
!ce and wheelchair dance: 
performers and a star, 
vid Toole, back from brief 
irement. who glides from 
eelchair to ground, usmg 
powerful arms as the legs 
does not have. 

^ndoCo is therefore no 
inary company, requiring 
ordinary collaborarore. 
uld-be CandoCo choreog- 
,hers without wacky 
iugh imaginations to gl« 
Sts r such disparate abili- 
need not apply- 

/ the commissioning from 
theatre world of Annabel 
ten and Jos Houben 
med alluring. jfrentheLr 
ioree as. respectively. 
^andformermOTtei- 

Ihe bnuenJy 

statically physical Theatre 

STS* Out of Here, 
lgs a fine-tuned w** “} 

SnmlTof suspense and 


mystery, even if it never 
makes clear what we should 
fed suspense and mystery 
about The images have a 
gripping theatricality, espe¬ 
cially the sculptural groupings 
of performers in a brooding 
penumbra. Toole s cuttlin g to 
the top as the finishing detail. 

Out of Here begins with an 
explorer (Toole) who discovers 
a group of people, victims of 
some cataclysmic tragedy- But 
even if. with preternatural 
perception, you understood 
this, would you know that the 
rest of the piece represents a 
journey through various sto¬ 
ries to find an escape? And 
even if. miraculously, you 
understood this as well, would 
you consider it made any 
sense? 

It is tempting with hindsight 
to interpret die theme as a 
search for freedom from dis¬ 
ability, particularly when one 
of the characters magics away 
a chair that floats off into the 
wings. .. . , 

More immediately, the so- 
calJed stories presented to us 
appear as tosh, manufactured 
out of nothing, about nothing, 
bolstered by Jeremy Arden’s 
atmospherically made-to- 
measure sound and music. 
Which is not to say that the 

performers fail to convey the 
requisite camaraderie, men¬ 
ace and wit. Hie triumph of 
the evening is their cohesion 
as a group and their distinc¬ 
tiveness as individuals. 

Nadine Meisner 


ARTS 


And then 
I’ll talk 

to the 
animals 

jfrom tough new play to DrDolittle 
director Steven Pimlott believes in 
variety, as he tells Daniel Rosenthal 

A t one end of the which must be done in the 
toeatncal spectrum theatre rather than on TV." 
we have tonights Pimlott is the first to concede 
premiere nf RnH that ...k» t 




which must be done in the 
theatre rather than on TV." 

Pimlott is the first to concede 
that the thousands who have 
booked seats for Dr Dolittle 
will not be heading for the 
Laban's Apollo to view a 
“landscape of the mind". They 
want to hear Phillip Scho¬ 
field's doc talk and sing to the 
92 animatronic animals de¬ 
signed in the Jim Henson 
Company’s workshops. 

Pimlott has already been 
involved in the production for 
two years. Its vast budget, 
couplki with his belief that 
“like any musical, DolittlevriU 
either send the audience out 
elated or ft wont", raises the 
commercial stakes above any- 
_ thing he could en¬ 
counter in subsi- 
aijl dised theatre. Yet 

the risks do not 
concern him. “I 
don’t wake up at 
j] T night thinking: 

II ± ‘People have invest- 

h rjAt ed £4 million in 

- Dolittle —what if I 

,j. t lose their money?* 

II I My job is to create 

. a a wonderful eve- 

1 L 7 ning; the financial 

____ buck stops with the 

producer.” 

To define his role in deter¬ 
mining Dolittle’s hit-or-miss 
fate, he quotes Nicholas 
Hyliier, who was two years 
behind him at Manchester 
Grammar School and Cam¬ 
bridge. “Nick was accepting 
an award for -Carousel. He 
thanked the designer, the cho¬ 
reographer and so an. then 
said: ‘And I did the 
psychology.’ 

“He was joking, but the joke 
reflected the fact that if you are 
directing six actors in a new 
play it’s about fine distinc¬ 
tions. whereas on a musical 
you are more the meeting 
point for other people’s exper¬ 
tise: choreographer, musical 
director. Henson's. But you 
are the same person. You are 
Mr Nice until you don’t get 
what you want Then you 
strop. In 1988,1 had four weeks 
to rehearse 500 people for 
Carmen at Earls Court and 1 
was pretty ruthless." 

I f Dolittle is a' Ait, the box 
office will take around £3 
million a month, and 
Pimkrtt’s royalty will 
bring him a small fortune. His 
earnings from his production 
of Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, 
which packed out the Palladi¬ 
um in 1991 and 1992. latterly 
with Schofield as Joseph, 
meant that “for the first time. 



■ TOMORROW 

Garbage’s new album 

Women’s urges 
and the ex-files 


Pimlott “As a boy I would be singing Rodgers and Hammerstein one day and acting out Shakespeare the next” 


I t must have seemed a good 
idea to Stephen Unwin, 
English Touring Theatre’s 
artistic director, to pair these 
plays. Both are by women 
writers. Both share similar 
themes: the urge to have 
children or to love the ones you 
have, an accompanying desire 
to abandon them, and the 
shadowy grip of things — 
men. the menopause and 
drugs — which screw you up. 
As it is. the inevitable compari¬ 
son is not that kind to either 
drama, for each confirms the 
flaws of the other. 

Problems large and small 
abound for every character, 
and they are laid bare so 
insistently that there is little to 
do except sit bade, count out 
the traumas, and count them 
in again as they come home to 
roosL In Shellfish, by Judith 
Johnson. 49-year-old Pat leaps 
into marriage and pregnancy, 
courtesy of egg donation, with 
26-year-old computer nerd 
Aloe, much to the disdain of 
her ex-junkie son Sam. 

In A Difficult Age, by Many 
Cruickshank, the action is set 
in the garden of a house in the 
countryside in southwest 
France (that very English get¬ 
away). It initially seems that 
Rosemary has the most prob¬ 
lems. “In Bangkok I formed a 
woman’s group..." she says, 
“and I ended up running a 
brothd... I became a heroin 
addict" All is well, however, 
until the son she abandoned 16 
years ago turns up from 
Poland, invited by her sister— 
whose husband demonstrates 
that he, in fact, is unhappier 
by some distance than anyone 
else in the play. 

DavidMamet once said that 
he defied anyone to act where 
they’ve just come from. He 
advised that the actors play, as 
simply as possible, the scene 
they were in. The performers 
here, however, are asked to 
tow cartloads of emotional 
baggage and then demon¬ 
strate that half of ft doesn't 
belong to them any more. The 
woman who gave birth while 
unconscious, the ex-heroin ad¬ 
dicts. the ex-battered wife... 

What a tall order, to play die 
quality of being “ex". Karl 
Draper in particular rises to 
the occasion as Sam. jilted by 
his girlfriend, who now festers 
at home nursing his temaze¬ 
pam-addled teg. 

But for the most part both 
sets of characters are left to 
explain their dilemmas to earfi 
other, rather than merely 
being c au ght up in them. This 
makes everything look like TV 
naturalism on the stage. Well. 
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that's not quite fair in relation 
to Shellfish, which moves 
along crisply by means of 
short scenes and occasional 
addresses to the audience, 
with various bits of set — 
armchairs, hospital bed. exer¬ 
cise machines and so on — 
wheeled from upstage in the 
scene breaks. 

But both plays strive for a 
rather tidy, modem “feel", 
where the hand of the writer 
moves just below the surface, 
steering her charges unerring¬ 
ly towards the sentimental 
endings which await. And 
both beg the usual tests of 



Karl Draper and Crissy 
Rock m Shellfish 

plausibility: do you really 
believe in the characters and 
their every reaction? What’s 
more, do you really care about 
them? 

Crissy Rock's Pat and Drap¬ 
er’s Sam in Shellfish did the 
most to hire my empathy, and 
their workingdass mother- 
son relationship gets the best 
of Johnson’s writing. But their 
own problems, along -with 
those of Cruickshank's charac¬ 
ters. seem precisely that — 
their own problems. Both 
[days hade away at a number 
of issues, which are blurred by 
the she er fl uny erf die ap¬ 
proach. ETT must have hoped 
to reveal a cutting edge of new 
women's writing, but there is 
still much work for the 
whetstone. 

Andy Lavender 


my financial position enabled 
me to choose what I wanted to 
do". 

He could afford to spend 
1996 as RSC company direc¬ 
tor. coordinating a well-re¬ 
ceived repertory that included 
Peter Whelan's The Herbal 
Bed. That season, and his 
record with classics and new 
writing (notably three success¬ 
ful Phyllis Nagy 
premieres),ought to mark him 
as a potential successor to 
Adrian Noble as the RSCs 
artistic director. His family 
commitments (he and his wife, 
the German soprano Danida 
Bechfy. have three young 
children) make it unlikely that 
he would apply for the job: 
Last year it was “largely. 
because of the family" that he 
withdrew his candidacy for 


Stephen Daldry"s post at the 
Royal Court 

“Part of me cannot think of a 
more interesting job than run¬ 
ning die Court," he says. “New 
writing means a great deal to 
me and I wouldn’t have had 
the huge size of the RSC to 
contend with. But I didn’t turn 
up for the interview. I was 
scared of that huge time 
commitment 

“This year, I am having an 
enormously busy seven 
months, then taking time off to 
enable ray wife to sing in Der 
Freischulz in Germany. You 
could never have that freedom 
if you were running a theatre.” 

• Bad Weather is at The Other 
Place. Stratford-upon-Avon (01789 
295623): Dr Dolrule opens on July 
14 at the Inborn Apollo. Ham¬ 
mersmith (0171-416 6022) 


Outrage out of the ordinary 


Genius 

wasted 
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THE hills are alive with the 
sound of exciting, fresh new 
bands from Scotland. 
Mogwai. Arab Strap and Belle 
and Sebastian are all familiar 
with die sound of gushing 
rock critics, but the King of 
kings are Galashiels’S Dawn 
of ms Replicants. 

Theirs is an exhilarating 
amalgam of the surreal, the 
psychedelic and the scatter¬ 
brained where nothing is quite 
what it seems or how ft 
sounds. One Head. Two Arms, 
Two Legs, their debut album, 
is a work of twisted genius, a 
sprawling magnum opus that 
sounds as if it was made hy 15 
different bands. 

What a pity, then, that the 
word has yet to spread across 
the Irish Sea. I counted 50 
people in the 800-caparity 
Mean Fiddler last Friday and 
the bulk of those were sitting 
at the bade nursing their 
drinks. Perhaps it was just 
bad timing: the May Bank 
Holiday usually causes an 


exodus of city dwellers to the 
country while any remaining 
students were probably suc¬ 
cumbing to exam fever. 

This must have broken their 
hearts, but Dawn of the 
Replicants persevered. Singer 
Paul Vickers is as eccentric a 
frontman as his barmy lyrics 
suggest he might be. appear¬ 
ing in a Biggles-style hat with 
ear-flaps. During the course of 
the short set, he changed into a 
kitsch silver jacket that looked 
straight out of some cult sci-fi 
series, and strapped on a 
peculiar-looking radio which 
he used to provide sound 
effects. And then there were 
the flashing lights attached To 

his person ... 

Meanwhile, the band, pro¬ 
pelled by the twin guitars and 
keyboards of Roger Simian 
and Mike Small, acted as a 
co u nt erp oint to the stage an¬ 
tics of Vickers, providing stur¬ 
dy rhythms and stirring 
melodies at every comer. 
Candlefire and Mary Louise, 
for instance, have harmonies 
a s memorable as anything to 
come out of California in the 
1960s. Just how none of the six 
Eft released from tile album 
has been a hit is a mystery. 

Inevitably, the gig ended in 
anticlimax. No encore was 
given because none was re- 1 
quested. The thought lingers | 
in the mind that rarefy in foe 
course of rock'n'roll histmy 
can a band so good have 
played so well to so few. 

Nick Kelly 


B ryony Lavery has writ¬ 
ten a major play. It is 
thrilling, humane and 
timely, aiifrmng ti shf cannot 
have expected its premiere to 
coincide with an outburst of 
paedophile panic 
One of her three characters 
is Ralph (Tom Georgeson), 
whom we first see in 1976 
speaking in a creepfiy mea¬ 
sured monotone of fairs con¬ 
cern for neatness and order 
and planning. He puts you in 
mind of one of those fanatical 
one-man armies who hole np 
in wild plan’s and threaten 
the world, except that his so- 
called “ce ntr e of operations” 
.turns out to be an aflotmenf 
shed a few hundred yards 
from where tefryearold 
Rhona disappears on her way 
to dip her grandma’s 
clematis. 

Vivid details of this sort 
ground Laveiys story of an 
outrage in the stuff of ordi¬ 
nary life. Rhona*s mother. 
Nancy (Anita Dobson), is 
another neat person — cosy, 
probably exacerbatingty so if 
her life had not come to be re¬ 
defined by its crucial horror. 

The word describing her 
subsequent state of mind — 
Frozen — is supplied by 
Lavery’s third character, 
Agnetha (Josie Lawrence), an 
American psychiatrist visiting 
Bir-nring-fazm to lecture and 
research the sodal behaviour 
of abused children. Sudden, 
pointless death, feh as betray¬ 
al, has just ripped a hole in 
her life, although the details 
are not such as to distract 
from the converging stories of 
Ralph and Nancy. 

The play has now readied 
our own time but remains for 
much of the first half in the 
form of separate monologues. 




From tiie darkness at the rear 
of Ruari Murchison’s exqui¬ 
site set. the three characters 
emerge in turn to weep good¬ 
bye to New York, to show us 
the display on Rhona’s nature 
table, to pack child pom 
videos into a suitcase and hug 
it like a baby. Bill Alexander’s 
steady, precise direction 
makes a strong feature of 


these entrances and exits, 
most of which take the charac¬ 
ters through a curtain of light 
beams that dose/don’t dose 
the far edge of the great white 
square Murchison places at 
the centre of the stage. 

Dobson can surely never 
have held an audience so 
sflentiy attentive as when she 
sits on a wooden box, unlit 
cigarette in hand, and recalls 
how she learnt what hap¬ 
pened to her child. How could 
she bear this knowledge, 
knowing that Ralph is still 


alive? Is forgiveness anything 
but an obscene suggestion? 
What occurred in Ralph’s 
childhood that froze the facul¬ 
ty of moral discernment, and 
what might happen to aD of 
them if the ice should melt? 
These are the materials of 
Laverys second act, powerful¬ 
ly. tenderly played, and punc¬ 
tuated by the jabs of wy 
humour that emphasise its 
close connection to the weird 
inconsistenties of life. 

Jeremy Kingston 


Astray with the spirits 


A t the centre of foe deep 
stage, from where path¬ 
ways radiate towards 
us or to flights of steps, a 
scholar sits, Jeremy Kingston 
writes. He could be Dr Fau- 
stus. and in fact is one of the 
16th-century men who in¬ 
spired Marlowe’s creation: Dr 
John Dee, sometime astrolo¬ 
ger to Queen Elizabeth but 
now chased out of Mortlake by 
a wizard-hunting mob and 
sheltering in a Bohemian 
castle. 

He has made foe critical 
mistake of employing as his 
assistant an evident rogue 
named Kelly, at this moment 
darting about the stage bab¬ 
bling to a spirit guide and 
deenbing visions of barren 
landscapes and stricken trees. 
Dr Dee notes down what he 
reports because the angels 
may be leading than to the 
secret of the philosopher’s 
stone, fame, spiritual heights 
and an awful lot of gold: Dr 
Dee is an alchemist 
Stephen Lowe, author of this 
fitfully intriguing work, was 
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himself at one time a dabbler 
in foe spirit world, and he 
overestimates our interest in 
listening to the arcane lan¬ 
guage of its adherents. His 
research into the relevant al¬ 
chemical documents may be 
faultless, yet this is all he has 
researched. Somewhere off¬ 
stage Kelly's brother is being 
married to an important lady 
but sounds of distant revelry 
are absolutely all we hear of 
foe world outside foe study. 
Their patron is apparently a 
“drug-ridden, hedonistic” 
count 1 was sorry Lowe kept 
him in the inkwell. 

Some relief lodes likely to 
come our way when Kelly 
claims that his guide wants 
him and Dee to share their 
wives. Garbed though this 
request is in mystical toshery, 

ft nmst surety be plain tost, yet 


■One of Puccini’s - end 
ENO’s - major achievements’ 


llTrittico 


Dee is taken in. “1 will fetdi 
the women.” he announces. 
“We need their sanity. - Small 
hope. Mistress Kelly soon 
believes herself to be carrying 
foe new Messiah In her womb 
and, when disabused, derides 
that Mistress Dee is bearing 
the Antichrist This particular 
past is not just another country 
but a remote universe. 

Although foe script lends 
itself to lime movement Jona¬ 
than Church's direction finds 
ways to exploit the large space 
given to him by Stuart David 
Nunn's setting. Antony Byrne, 
Alexandra Mathie and Sin 
O’Neal play their roles decent¬ 
ly enough: but William 
Hoyland's excitable Kelly is 
too unvaried. 

When Lowe concentrates 
upon Mistress Kelly’s resent¬ 
ment Dr Dee’S jealousy and 
Mistress Dee’s awakened sex¬ 
ual desire, he writes with 
animation about matters of 
human interest: When his 
characters went wandering 
into the mad forests of esoteric 
lore I gladly lost them. 
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— V. S. Naipaul’s lush descriptions and meticulous reporting only create a partial portrait of the Islamic nations^Anita-^ 


W hen Naipaul .pub¬ 
lished his first book 
about India, An Area 
of Darkness, in 1964, 
no matter what quarrel one might 
have had with it no one could deny 
fcs dark power, ft was hard to tell 
what made the greatest impres¬ 
sion: the portrait of a weary, 
disappointed man who goes in 
search of his ancestral roots and 
finds he does not like them, or the 
portrait of a country struggling to 
escape its colonial past and floun¬ 
der into the future. This was 
followed by India — A Wounded 
Civilisation, in 1977, which was 
even more hopeless and hard¬ 
hitting. 

With his third book on India, A 
Million Mutinies Now (1990), he 
entered a new phase. It had much 
less of Naipaul’s own sufferings, 
physical and existential, and in¬ 
stead the people he interviewed 
came to the forefront. It gave one a 
series of quick pen-portraits set in 
a certain moment of India's life — 
but almost before the book was out 
the scene had changed drastically: 
the young men he met in the 
Bombay slums, who had seemed 
merely to be drifting without any 
direction, sent the dty up in a 
series of murderous bomb explo¬ 
sions: the Kashmir he depicted as 
being on the brink of a golden 
economic revival plunged instead 
into war with the Indian Army. It 
showed the hazards of dropping 
into a country and making the 
impressions of a tourist of a few 


You can’t go home again 
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BEYOND BELIEF 
Excursions Among the 
Converted Peoples 
By V. S. Naipaul 
Utile. Brown, £20 
ISBN0316643610 


weeks appear fixed for all time: the 
country is too vast and too volatile 
for such a technique to work. 

He went next on what he called 
an “Islamic journey" although 
mast of the countries he visited and 
wrote about in Among the Believ¬ 
ers were not Islamic states. Seven¬ 
teen years later he has brought out 
a sequel. Beyond Belief: Islamic 
Excursions Among the Converted 
Peoples, this time visiting lands 
that were converted to Islam by 
Arabs (what an “Islamic excur¬ 
sion" is remains unclear). 

Naipaul has never been so self- 
effacing as in this collection of 
interviews: only rarely do we get a 
glimpse of the man who is listen¬ 
ing and making notes; mostly he 
works at drawing out his interview 
and recording their individual 
voices. The impression is of a 
painstaking and meticulous re¬ 
porter who sees everything, notes 


everything. This 
makes for detail 
and colour, but it 
does not necessarily 
make for depth. 

Mary of the inter¬ 
views are so brief 
that one wonders 
why they were in¬ 
cluded at all; the 
king interviews in 
which he follows 
his interviewees 
and spends time 
with titan are the 
ones that stay in the 
mind, but even in 
these he can only 
remain the observ¬ 
er. As he himself 
admits, this method 
does not allow him 
to understand the 

passions he is re- Naipatib seductive prose with a blinkered feel 

cording: 

“Everybody was emptying him- whose lives have been irrevocably 


self of all feeling, pouring feeling 
into a common pool ... To see 
what Abbas had seen, to enter that 
common pool of feeling here, you 
had to bring some feeling of your 
own. You tod to bring the fiuth, 
the theology, the passion and 
need." 

In Iran he interviews people 


altered not so much by conversion 
from Zoroastrianism to Islam as 
by dictatorship—first of the Shah, 
then of the mullahs.' The grim 
presence of the prison in which so 
many have, been tortured and 
executed broods over the land- 


fike a threaterun 


the low hills to the 


mine ogre: “On 
north, tawny in 


certain kinds of 
light, and with a 
soft texture, there 
were .terracings, 
sometimes with lit¬ 
tle green dots of 
recent tree-planting 
... And then 1 
learned one day, 
walking in that 
area, that one of the 
low tawny hills was 
Evin prison, the 
scone of so many 
executions.” 

He uses the same 
exquisite descrip¬ 
tive skill when writ¬ 
ing of the lush 
Javanese land¬ 
scape: “The little 
terraced rice-fields, 
irregular patterns 
dfeel erf bund and water 

on the steep hill¬ 
sides, caught the fading light and 
were like leaded stained glass, 
dark or gold or red." He has the 
novelist's eye for gesture, for 
expression, as when he writes of 
Arash the soldier that: “Nine and a 
half years after his wound — he 
passed a searching, caressing 
hand down his left thigh”, and 
makes us pan of a Jakarta traffic 


jam: "Sunk in his half-collapsed 

rtad legs in nervous imranon - - - 
the day was dying on the highwaj 
in heat ripples and fumes; a 
migraine built up." . 

It is in the Indonesian chapter 
that a theory becomes apparent: 
the Islam is a young religion, that 
the Muslims he meets and inter¬ 
views are converts, or descendants 
of converts from the old religions 

— Hinduism, Buddhism, animism 

— and that “the fundamentalist 
rage is against the past, against 
history- and the impossible dream 
is of the true faith growing out of a 
spiritual vacancy”. In Indonesia he 
met Muslims incorporating the 
old animist ceremonies of appeas¬ 
ing the gods of earth, fire anu 
water while following the newer 
Islamic rules and taboos: there 
Islam is seen as “modem", freeing 
people from ignorant idol-wor¬ 
ship. from the injustice of the caste 
system, making ft possible for a 
Hindu outcaste to convert and 
become die equal of a priest It is 
the Hahns of Islam being in 
harmony with modem science that 
Naipaul derides. 

It is in the Pakistan diaprer that 
he makes his most direct attack 


where he finSs that “history has 
become a kind of neurosis. Too 
Shas been ignored or ang&: 
Sere is too much fantasy^Thui 
fantasy ism in the 
affects people’s lives. 77w“rnod- 
^rn" movement has nm succeed* 

in building institutions like a fra 
press, a legal 

organisations. The old codes of 
c \Sn honour have supplanted kw. 
allowing men to rake it into their 
own hands, unleashing tribal war¬ 
fare in urban centres like Karachi, 
and permitting feudalism, kidnap¬ 
pings and a treaties agamst 
women in the country. The picture 
of life in the former prince state of 
Bhaivalpur. and the debaucheries 
of the Nawab. is particularly 

dreadful. . . . .. 

Strange to have this devastating 

indictment of the consequences of. 
rejecting history fro m the nan 
who has recently written./;and 
spoken frequently in praise -of 
Hindu fundamentalist forces as 
“creative" when they set a bout 
destroying evidence of centuries erf • 
Muslim rule in India. Is tiris. 
“fundamentalist rage against -tfie* 
past, against history- not equally 
misguided and destructive? Bafaa, 
without any reference to funda¬ 
mentalism as a worldwide ihrati. 
whether Hindu in India,Christian 
in America’s Bible Belt, or Zionist 
in the Middle East, Naipaub book 
has. for all the seductions of its 
prose, a narrow, blinkered feel 
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THE STILLEST DAY 

By Josephine Hart 


Chatto B Windus, £12.99 
ISBN0701167300 


M y old tutor at Oxford 
once picked up a 
new novel — a rare 
event for him — and remarked 
that he had read it: “Very good 
but too powerful." He meant, I 
think, that the book had 
pleased him aesthetically but 
flustered him emotionally — 
the two reactions uneasily co¬ 
existed in his response. "Pow¬ 
erful" is a publisher^ as well 
as a reviewer's cliche, but my 
tutor was using ft judiciously. 
Too many novels today get by 
on the assumption that if they 
are powerful they must be 
good. A genuine synthesis of 
the two is far from common. 

But it was certainly there in 
Josephine Harrs three previ¬ 
ous novels — Sin. Damage 
and Oblivion — titles my tutor 
would probably have eyed 
with distrust — and it has 
become a real triumph in The 
Stillest Day. a novel as rich in 
disturbing'overtones as it is 
rare in aesthetic originality. 
Novels which try to be power¬ 
ful also strive today to hit the 
contemporary note, but The 
Stillest Day is not one of them: 
it is as innocent of the wish to 
shock as it is of the urge to be 
with it It is timeless, but also 
penetratingiy local, though the 
locality is never specified. On 
the cover is a picture by 
Fernand Khnopff of a woman 



Before the trenches, 
the seven seas 


k I 5 \|,r> -t: 


Josephine Hart atmosphere, not plot, is the vital force in her novels, but her latest fuses the two compellingly 


dad in the high-necked leg-of- 
mutton style of 1900 — a 
superb and haunting portrait 
— and the portrait of the 
woman within, Miss Bethesda 
Barnet, fully lives up to its 
promise. 

Bethesda lives in a village 
with her crippled mother, and 
teaches art at the squire's 
schooL The squire. Lord 
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Grantleigh, himself a portrait 
executed with rare skill and 
observation, plays an equivo¬ 
cal part in what follows. The 
detail of the tale is masterly, 
richer in depth and precision 
than in Hart's previous novels. 

Bethesda and her mother — 
“one foot before the other, 
quietly tapping out the years" 
— appear in all die quiet 
abandonment of punctilious 
habit. Their morning washing 
ritual — the sink, the hip bath, 
the concealing drapery drawn 
over chaste bosom and shoul¬ 
ders — reveals the marvellous 
economy, the nature of their 
closeness (daughter ritually 
laving those helpless interstic¬ 
es from which she once 
emerged) and suggests the 
imprint of what is to coroe. A 
man. ofcourse: Matthew Pear- 
son. who comes with his 
pregnant wife to live in the 
village, and whose features at 
once begin to haunt Bethesda 
and trouble her mind's eye. 

She has a long engagement 
to a local farmer she is the 
valued (in many ways valued?) 
protegee of Lord Grantleigh. 
but the sole thing that now 
matters to her is her dream 


life, fusing art and sensual 
passion in the image of Mai- 
thew Pearson, which she 
paints and hides and takes out 
to devour as if worshipping in 
a mirror. In oblique elliptic 
dialogue and vivacious touch¬ 
es of mirth and colour, the tiny 
Mrs Pearson, bearing the 
huge burden of her womb, 
comes vividly to life through 
Josephine Hart’s prose. The 
reviewer must not reveal her 
fate —- even the author can 
scarcely bring herself to do so 
— and the muffled climax, 
with its apalling intrusion of a 
violence which both saves and 
destroys, bears the reader 
mesmericaUy along. 


I n all Josephine Hart’s 
novels atmosphere and 
not plot is the vital force, 
and yet she fuses the two in a 
manner unique to her own 
similar taloiL Bethesda is 
“called to worship", “blest and 
chosen” and “to Matthew 
Pearson I whispered spoke 
and sang a secret language 
every moment of the day and 
night". 

When the drama is over and 
she is lost among the cells and 


intrigues of a convent her last 
words seem to come with a 
deep and bitter humour. “I 
taught children once. All the 
old essential lies... At last I'm 
borne away. From life. Life 
which is perhaps best lived as 
a dream." 

But there is a lot more to this 
novel than the drama, and 
what Byron calls “the after 
silence on the shore". The 
humour can be as unexpected¬ 
ly fierce as is the detailed 
portraiture and the throw-offs 
worthy of Elizabeth Bowen. 
“The Irish cannot breathe 
without revenge." Poor lively 
Mrs Pearson in her pregnancy 
“moving constantly in a fran¬ 
tic search for ease". Art and 
life come to savage grips: the 
one bringing horror, the other 
repose. 

This is a novel to put beside 
other disturbing and memora¬ 
ble masterpieces which used to 
spellbind their readers, novels 
like Predo us Bane and Mr 
Weston’s Good Wine. Jose¬ 
phine Hart may well be in- 
chided one day with Mary 
Webb and T. F. Powys in 
fiction’s secret gaUoy of odd 
and compelling originals. 


T om Pocock has written 
another stirring popu¬ 
lar history, tills time 
with a message for modem 
strategists and policymakers. 
His contention is ihat the war 
which generations of school- 
children might just remember 
as the Seven Years' War. was 
in fact the first world war a 
war which involved foe na¬ 
tions of Europe on every 
continent and every ocean. 

Using mostly" secondary 
sources but also documents 
from libraries in Britain and 
North America and drawing 
an his experiences and travels 
as a journalist. Pocock vividly 
brings his work to life. More¬ 
over, the thesis is illuminated 
by unusual authority, for not 
only did Guy Pocock, the 
author’s father, once teach 
history ai the Royal Naval 
College at Dartmouth, but his 
ancestor. Admiral Sir George 
Pocock. is a prin c ip al player in 
these tales about wars in 
India, the East Indies and 
America. 

By the end of the Seven 
Years War William Pitrs strat¬ 
egy of achieving peace 
through a balance of power on 
the continent of Europe had 
succeeded and Britain, usrnga 
deliberate maritime strategy, 
had secured an invaluable 
chain of bases which dominat¬ 
ed the world’s trading routes 
for two centuries. We also had 
gained possessions in the 
Mediterranean, North Ameri¬ 
ca, the Caribbean. Africa and 
India. Unfortunately, the war 
also sowed the seeds for the 
next series of conflicts. 

In the mid-18th century Rule 
Britannia.' (long before she 
was made cool by any doctor 
of spin) was a popular song. 
The achievements of British 


enterprise brought great eco¬ 
nomic benefit to the country. 
This was the age when the 
public joined in the celebra¬ 
tions with any new song by a 
popular writer, David Gar¬ 
rick: “Come cheer up, my lads! 
tis to glory we steer, to add 
something more to this glori¬ 
ous year." It was an age. too. 
when the courage and initia¬ 
tive of individuals counted, 
whether it was Able Seaman 
Strahan single-handedly tak¬ 
ing the Fort at Baj-Baj on the 
Hooghly River or Clive land¬ 
ing with an army of just 800 


Jock Slater 


BATTLE FOR 
EMPIRE 

The Very First World 
War. 1756*3 
By Tom Pocock 
Michael O’Mara Books, £20 
ISBN 1854793322 


men to take on the might of the 
Mogul Empire. 

Today we talk about Joint 
Warfare as if it is a bright 
fresh initiative, but one only 
has to read this book to note 
the impressive level of co¬ 
operation between the Army 
and the Navy in those days. 
Also, while George II and his 
sons worried about Hanover 
(the then equivalent of our 
recent 50-year preoccupation 
with the security of the Inner 
Goman Border) and a conti¬ 
nental strategy on the main¬ 
land of Europe, ft was Pitrs 
maritime strategy which 
gained prominence in the an¬ 
nus mimbilis of 1759. The 
battle honours of that year 
alone include Madras. Ticon- 
deroga. Minden, Lagos. Que¬ 


bec and Quiberon Bay. The 
two Services learnt how to 
mount joint opertakms and 
thus achieve battle-winning 
force against any point in the 
world within reach of the sea. 

The war of 1756 to 1763 was 
primarily a struggle betweoi 
Britain and France for .the 
protection of markets. • re- . 
sources and trade investmmts 
worldwide. To read Fooodft 
book, it is striking how snail, 
how discrete and how wide- 
ranging the forces involved 
were. For example, a' saflor 
who served throughout die ; 
war might have fought in.the $ 
North Atlantic or the China 
Sea. and a soldier might have 
served in cold northern forests 
or tropical jungle. Indeed, 
except for setpiece bat&s, 
rarely more than a handfoM . 
ships or a few thousand troops 
were involved- ".ir 

Today, free for the first fone 
in over 200 years fronig&e 
need to defend temtotywad 
frontiers, Britain still most 
care for her interests abroad, 
whether these are stable had¬ 
ing conditions in vital areas 
such as the Gulf, or the ten- 
million or so British citizens 
who live and work abroad, or 
the responsibilities under our 
international obligations ~and 
many more. Ibis calls for' 
Armed Forces, like those of 
Clive, Wolfe, Hawke, foe 
Howe brothers and. of course: 
George Pocock in the very fin* 
world war. to be of the highest 
calibre, well equipped, weB 
trained and well supported. 
They must be readUy. deploy¬ 
able and capable of autono¬ 
mous occupation. The lessons 
of history are brought to life by 
Tom Pocock and his latest 
bode is a fooroughlygood 
read. . 
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ACCORDING to the great 
Danish physicist Niels Bohr. 
“ Anybody who is not shocked 
by quantum theory has not 
understood it". It is without 
doubt the most intriguing 
scientific theory of the 20th 
century and one of the pinna¬ 
cles of human intellectual 
achievement, and yet the vast 
majority of people are un¬ 
aware of its power and beauty. 
If you have always wanted to 
know the difference between a 
quark and a squark, or get 
confused when it cranes to 
bosons and wimps, or. talk 
about cosmic strings when 
you actually mean super- 
strings, then John Gribbin’s 
latest book might be a useful 
guide to the mysteries of the 
quantum world- 
Ever since it was formula!- 
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Q IS FOR QUANTUM 
Particle Physics 
fromAtoZ . 

By John Gribbin 

Wddenjeld. B Ntoolson. £25 
ISBN0297817523 


ed, quantum theory has been 
at the centre of controversy. “If 
this is correct, it signifies the 
end of physics as a science." 
said Albert Einstein, and Er¬ 
win Schrtdinger. one of the 
founders of this revolutionary 
view of the world, stated: “If 
all this damned quantum 


jumping were really here to 
stay. I should be sorry I ever 
got involved with quantum 
theory." . Quantum theory 
caused such consternation 
because it defies common 
sense and goes against every¬ 
thing that scientists had previ¬ 
ously believed. 

For example, in 1906 J. J. 
Thomson received the Nobel 
Prize for discovering the elec¬ 
tron and showing that ft is a 
fundamental particle, but in 
1937 his son G.P. Thomson 
won the Nobel Prize for show¬ 
ing that the electron is a wave. 
Ultimately quantum theory 
resolved this conflict by identi¬ 
fying the electron as an entity 


which can exhibit both proper¬ 
ties. Furthermore, the theory 
asserts that when two elec¬ 
trons are heading towards 
each other it is impossible to 
predict the outcome of the 
interaction, even if we have 
complete knowledge of the two 
electrons — therefore the Uni¬ 
verse is not deterministic; 
merely probabilistic. 

Although quantum theory is 
bizarre, it appears to be an 
accurate description of reality. 
Because it describes nature at 
its most fundamental level, it 
is at the heart of a whole series 
of scientific breakthroughs in 
areas as diverse as cosmology 
and the unravelling of DNA 


Quantum theory is responsi¬ 
ble tor many of today's most 
important technological 
breakthroughs, such as lasers 
and silicon chips. Without 
quantum theory, biUion-dollar 
industries, such as computing, 
would not exist h K 
Gribbin is a gifted 

BFSE 0{ . lienee, who 
teUs stones with enthusiasm 
and explains Physics with 
danty. He is also prolific. 
7n't!^ pubUshed more than 

70 books. However, this book 
tines not give Gribbin the 
My to exploit his 
talents. As the title suggests, Q 

&ST ?H5 ntum *5 ® reference 
book, and as such n is excel¬ 


lent Alternatively, if you want 
to read a coherent narrative 
describing the creation, and 
evolution of quantum theory, 
or if you desire a lengthy 
discussion of the philosophical 
debates which followed, then 
you should look elsewhere. 
Not surprisingly. Gribbin has 
already written just such’a 
book — in Search : Of 
Schrodingers Cat. - 
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and shakers; Yeltsin’s re-election campaign, Rostov, 1996: from Flash! The Associated Press Covers the World (Abacus. £25) 


H us si a is a country whose 
past remains unpredictable. 
Since the collapse of the 
Sovi Union, historical analysis of 
the pviet period has undergone a 
penulum swing, turning heroes 
intojviUains and a path to a 
“ratant" Communist future into a 
cui-^sac ending in a black hole. 

Diitri Volkogonov was the out¬ 
staying revisionist historian to 
conf out of the Soviet Establish- 
mef. While one of the highest 
poll cal commissars in the armed 
fork in the later 1970s and early 
I98p, Volkogonov used privileged 
aa$s to the archives to re-examine 
theitalin period (during which his 
fater had been shot for possessing 
a rimphJet by the disgraced Com- 
mtiist leader Bukharin). After 
corpleting his study of Stalin, 
pulished in 1990. he went on to 
. prduce tomes on Trotsky and 
Lefyi. Writing this trilogy involved 
Votogonov breaking with the offr- 
rianaith. a break he describes as 
“thaonly thing I achieved in my 
life | 

Tns compendium of a book, 
admhbly translated andedited by . 
Harod Shukman. contains the 
esserte of the Lenin and Stalin 
studis as well as new portraits of 
Khrujhchev. Brezhnev, Andropov. 
Chenenko and Gorbachev. All 
seven! leaders, according to 
Volkcgonov, shared fatal Bolshevik 
convictions: the leading role of the 
Corrupunist Party, the dominion of 
State over law. the elevation of the 
colledive over the individual, and 
the international expansion of com¬ 
munism. The pursuit of power and 
Communist mission overrode all. 

Volkogonov uses unpublished 
archival material to bring out the 
full ruthlessness and depravity of 


To Russia 
with love 


the Lenin and Stalin periods. The 
argument that Lenin was Stalin'!; 
spiritual father is made more 
strongly than in Vofkogonov's ear¬ 
lier work. Many in the West argued 
that paternity long ago. and with 
greater analytical subtlety. Volkog¬ 
onov provides more evidence of 
Lenin's ruthlessness and states his 
conviction that 
Stalinist brutality 
and terror were 
inherent in the Le¬ 
ninist system. Had 
Lenin lived longer, 
he argues. Stalin 
would probably 
not have succeed¬ 
ed him, but the 
system would 
have found its 
“Stalin". 

It is perhaps _ 

because he feels ".. 

that forced collectivisation, the 
purges and terror were all inevita¬ 
ble that Volkogonov deals with 
them rather cursorily, concentrat¬ 
ing more on what the archives 
reveal about Stalin's foreign policy. 
He also gives detailed accounts of 
Stalin's last days and of die 
struggle for power after his death. 
The scenes here are straight out of 
bad opera; Beria. Stalin's last secret 
police chief, hearing the death 
verdict pronounced by the court in 
1953, falls off the bench and crawls 


Alex Pravda 


THE RISE AND 
FALL OF THE 
SOVIET EMPIRE 
Political Leaders from 
Lenin to Gorbachev 
By Dmitri Volkogonov 
Edited and translated by 
Harold Shukman 

HarperColUns.U4.rn 
ISBN 000255791 6 


on all fours to beg for mercy. 

When we get to Khrushchev, who 
tried fitfully to remove some of the 
worst Stalinist excesses, the style 
becomes more Tragi-comic. Having 
heard his Defence Minister lament 
Soviet backwardness in nuclear 
warhead development, Khru¬ 
shchev asks: “What abour putting a 
hedgehog down 
the Americans' 
trousers?" As a re¬ 
sult, 60 Soviet 
nuclear missiles 
are secretly dis¬ 
patched to Cuba. 

If Khrushchev 
emerges as dan¬ 
gerously impul¬ 
sive. Brezhnev . 
comes out as a 
mild, indecisive 

_mediocrity. The 

extracts from his 
personal diary, which are the most 
intriguing parts of this portrait 
reveal a man more interested in 
driving his 80 cars and shooting his 
80 hunting rifles than dealing with 
affairs of State. Those were run for 
Brezhnev by the party machine 
which found it convenient to leave 
him in place long after he had 
become ill in the mid-1970s. So 
senile did the General Secretary 
become that he insisted on present¬ 
ing the Hero of the Soviet Union 
Star and the Order of Lenin to an 


actor who played his favourite 
television soap character, con¬ 
vinced that he was decorating his 
fictional hero. 

The gap between fiction and 
reality, between Brezhnev's “devel¬ 
oped socialism" and economic and 
political stagnation, had grown so 
wide by the time Andropov became 
leader in 1982 that his attempts to 
tighten discipline made no differ¬ 
ence. In any case. theex-KGB chief 
spent half of his 15 months as 
General Secretary in hospital. The 
only significance of his successor 
Chernenko was that he marked the 
end of the Second World War 
generation of Soviet leaders. 

T he first and last of the 
postwar generation to head 
die Soviet Union. Gorb¬ 
achev, emerges from Volkogonov’s 
rather sketchy account as a tragic 
hero. Gorbachev is seen as the best 
of the seven, as a romantic Commu¬ 
nist who clung on to the inherently 
impossible project of saving the 
system through radical reform. It 
was Yeltsin, the “Communist Don 
Quixote from Sverdlovsk", who 
finally broke with the system and 
sided with the democratic opposi¬ 
tion. It is a pity that Volkogonov. 
who was close to Yeltsin, did not 
add a postscript on this eighth 
leader, as it would have been 
intriguing to read his comments on 
continuities in leadership beliefs, 
culture and style. If old Bolshevik 
tenets are now formally cast aside, 
many of the features of old Kremlin 
court politics persist Let us hope 
that the post-Soviet political gener¬ 
ation learns something from the 
depressing story of the seven lead¬ 
ers so graphically recounted in this 
fascinating book. 


The skin 
and bones 
of the debate 

Kit on, gloves off: Bel Mooney takes an uncompromising 
look at the pornography industry and the cost of freedom 


T here is little to be said for 
Laurence OToole's Por- 
nocopia. Unfortunately 
something has to be said, 
not least because it is published 
by an innovative publisher with 
an excellent reputation — which is 
cheapened by the appropriately 
named OToole's book. Salacious 
puns aside, the author has indeed 
made himself a tool, by his 
slavering, school boyish syco¬ 
phancy towards those who make 
billions of dollars out of the 
degradation of women and the 
debasement of sexual love. One 
could dismiss Pomocopia as a 
tawdry exercise in wilful leftist 
ignorance, were it not for the 
wholly shameful fie at its centre. 

OToole’s intention is to sell 
porn as a fun thing, and a genre 
in its own right. He gives a {kitted 
history of “the porn wars", 
describes some movies in detail, 
and shares some of his research 
experiences — which in¬ 
clude being feted by what 
he calls “pomers", seeing 
the “stupendous siliconised 
assets" of porn star Sindee. 
but making his excuses and 
leaving when invited to 
witness a lengthy sex ses¬ 
sion on set. In language 
which is a bizarre mix of 
Sun headline (“Muni-clad 
lovelies", “hot and homy 
sex diva") and polyspeak 
fpom auteur), he cele¬ 
brates "the industry" as 
“capitalism in the raw", 
while simultaneously see¬ 
ing its products as evidence 
of “democracy" and "no 
longer the exclusive plea¬ 
sure of the privilged". Ac¬ 
cording to this theory high 
art has bourgeois status, 
while pom is a great level¬ 
ler, therefore “pom is polit¬ 
ical". Oh, please. 

OTooIe is commendaWy 
frank about his intentions: 

"... the risk of becoming a 
social outcast, simply for recog¬ 
nising the potential of pom for 
arousal, was weighed up against 
... the need to get it across to the 
uninitiated that they, too, could 
actually get to like pom. and be 
aroused by it" In other words he 
is peddling the stuff too. No 
wonder the merchants love him. 
No wonder he devotes 350 pages 
to selling the notion that all the 
pom in the garden smells sweet 
“Despite various rumours to the 
contrary... men and women are 
working in pom voluntarily, hap¬ 
pily and successfully". 

Anyone interested in such “ru¬ 
mours” will find In Harm's Way 
essential reading. In the Eighties 
Professor Catherine MacKinnon 
and Andrea Dworkin drafted an 
anti-pornography civil rights law. 


PORNOCOPLA 
By Laurence OTooIe 

Serpent's Tail. £13.99 

ISBN IS5242395 I 

IN HARM’S WAY 
The Pornography Civil 
Rights Hearings 
By Catherine A. MacKinnon 
and Andrea Dworkin 
Harvard. $45 
ISBN 0074 445783 


in support of which witnesses to 
die harm done by pornography 
were called at public hearings in 
Minneapolis (1983), Indianapolis 
(1984). Los Angeles (1985), and 
Boston (1992). Those horrified by 
the idea of any form of censorship 
may be shocked to learn that this 
is the first time the full texts 
(transcripts plus excellent intro¬ 
ductions) have found a publisher 



Goodbye, Norma Jean: harmless porn? 


in the United States, although the 
Minneapolis hearings were pub¬ 
lished here by Evervwoman in 
1988- It would seem that freedom 
of speech is available to the 
assailants — who are rendered 
more and more powerful with the 
support of the liberal intelligen¬ 
tsia — and not to the victims. 

Laurence OTooIe will sneer at 
my use of the term “victim", just 
as he offensively lumps together 
all feminists who question his 
position as “MacDworkinites". 
The Everywoman text does not 
appear in his bibliography, nor 
does Russell Miller’s Bunny — 
The Real Story of Playboy (1984). 
Yet he does discuss the movie 
Deep Throat, “estimated as one 
of the all-time top ten moneymak¬ 
ers in film history", describing its 


maker Gerard Damiano as a 
“genius”. About the real story of 
Linda “Lovelace" Marchiano 
there is nothing. 

No further evidence is needed 
of the worthlessness of Pomo¬ 
copia. Linda Marchiano testified 
to her rapes, bearings, forced sex 
with dogs and coercion into 
making Deep Throat at the 
Minneapolis hearings and in her 
book Ordeal, while Miller inves¬ 
tigated it himself for Bunny since 
the “respectable" publisher Hugh 
Hefner was involved. It is impos¬ 
sible that OTooIe can be ignorant 
of this story. Presumably he 
simply regards Linda Marchi- 
ano’s suffering as either fabricat¬ 
ed or not even worthy of note. 
After all. when there an? all the 
joys of uncensored sex and vio¬ 
lence on the Internet to distract 
you. and when you appear to 
define freedom as a “pop shot” (a 
dose-up of ejaculation), why 
should you care? If you are 
callow enough to dismiss 
the “imperilled child” and 
to write that “the desirabil¬ 
ity of a morality construct¬ 
ed around the protection of 
children is debatable", why 
would you want to open 
your ears of those men. 
women and children who 
are either direct victims of 
the pom trade, or who are 
routinely abused (like 
Mary Bell, for example) 
with the “help" of porno¬ 
graphic images? 

Set these two books side 
by side, and you have 
before you one of the key 
dilemmas of the age. Por¬ 
nography is defined by 
apologists like OTooIe as 
freedom of speech. There¬ 
fore the abuse of. traffick¬ 
ing in, and degradation of 
women that constitutes the 
bulk of hardcore porn is 
justified as freedom of 
speech, while the American 
Civil liberties Union even goes as 
far as to say that although child 
pornography is illegal, once made 
it deserves first Amendment 
protection. 

The anti-censorship lobby, in 
an unholy alliance with the skin 
merchants, still maintains that 
there is no proof of the link 
between pom and violence. 
Therefore the evidence of all the 
witnesses in the lengthy 
MacKinnon-Dworkin text has to 
be disbelieved. This is the equiva¬ 
lent of the gag that is a stock-in- 
trade of sadistic pom. The 
question is, if libertarians are still 
prepared to go the barricades to 
defend the right of pomographers 
to make money from debasement, 
what chance have the damaged or 
abused to be heard? 
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A twister in Kansas 


recocity, although fre¬ 
quently an enemy of 
promise, need not be. At 
tale Peck published his 
j versi&l debut Fucking 
in. about homosexual 
in the era of Aids: for 
young writers, that 
: have been thaL But 
a writer of serious and 
mental ambition, has 
ested upon his laurels, 
econd book. The Law of 
sums, was a radical de- 
re from his first; and his 
Now it's Time to Say 
bye. is “big" in every 
'a Post-Modern, post- 
nerian onion of a novel, 
rich layer upon layer is 
l away to reveal the rot at 
3 re of a small Kansas 
Told from countless 
Ktives — young and old. 
and white, male and 
i. eav and straight — it is 
;ely complex story billed, 
publishers, as a gnp- 
vsychological thriller", 
novel's central protago- 
Justin Time and Lolin 
in. are lovers fleemg 
York, where Aids has 
!d 500 of their fnends. 

is an acclaimed and 
iy writer struggling vwth 
frd novel, while Justin, 
name is not his name, is 

pair retreat to Galatea, 
iwith which they have 
jnnection, but wfodj 

; itself a Gordian laio of 

r connections- Galatea 
w, white town.bomi«t 
ashes of neighbouring 
ha. razed IS years be- 

practically on top of 

a.at&K*™. 131 J*"” 
nd the ugly history ^ 
ace relations— in P^? c 
ie lynching of an albino 
bow Eric Johnson, ne.- 
ack nor white — hovers 

itZ- exchange and 


With truly impressive agil¬ 
ity, Peck conjures the denizens 
of Galaiea/Galatia in all their 
vulnerability and atrocity: 
there is Divine, the teenaged 
black hustler; Webbie Greev- 
ing. the minister’s daughter 
with a Columbia University 
education; the obese mailman. 
TV Daniels, who drinks 
Usterine; the dim, self-right¬ 
eous sheriff. “Lawman” 
Brown; the manipulative and 
power-hungry Rosemary 
Krebs — to name but a few. At 
the centre of controversy, both 
past and present, there is Lucy 
Robinson, homecoming queen 

Claire Messud 


NOW ITS TIME 
TO SAY GOODBYE 
By Dale Peck 

Charto £< Windus. £ 12.99 
ISBN TOI167203 


and childhood rape victim, 
whose disappearance casts 
suspicion upon the new arriv¬ 
als. The town, too, is a particu¬ 
larly well-drawn character: 
Peck is meticulous in his 
creation of its landscapes and 
hangouts, its caves and swim¬ 
ming-holes. all with their own 
Gothic histories and signifi¬ 
cance. Ike region even has its 
own mysterious objects, called 
“bellystones", ashy grey rat¬ 
tling balls of unknown prove¬ 
nance. attributed either to 
prehistoric aquatic mammals 
or to lost Native American 
lore. 

peck launches his narrative 
with gusto, and proves, in 
most instances, a fine ventrilo¬ 
quist (although Divine speaks 
a strangely articulate English 
dumbed down by “shits" and 
"likes”, more reminiscent of a 
white American college stu¬ 
dent than of a peet-smart 
black hustler). And as a result 


of Peck's gift for fine, almost 
lyrical detail. Galatea/Galatia 
and its inhabitants truly live 
on the page. The first two 
thirds of the novel are consum¬ 
ing in their accomplished and 
varied exposition, in their 
unfurling of the Galatean web 
and in their hints at Colin's 
and Justin's own secret 
histories. 

Denouement, however, 
proves Peck’s undoing, per¬ 
haps because the author has 
too many balls — or 
belly stones — in the air. Now 
ifs Time to Say Goodbye 
seeks to be a more-than- 
thriller. but in adopting genre 
conventions it distracts from 
and undermines itself. A thrill¬ 
er’s ultimate requirement is 
that it resolves itself satisfacto¬ 
rily. and in this the novel, with 
its Post-Modern glints and 
blunt narrative momentum, 
fails. The book sinks into a 
morass, veering between 
melodrama (the townsfolk on 
an incomprehensible ram¬ 
page; the villain sequestered in 
a Silence of the Lambs -like 
cavern) and portentous obliq¬ 
uity. The finally revealed fac¬ 
tual secrets seem predictable, 
almost bathetic, in their shock- 
value: while the secrets of the 
protagonists' minds, which 
might elucidate all that has 
gone before, remain secret to 

the last. 

In the end. Now it's Time to 
Say Goodbye is that hearten¬ 
ing phenomenon, an ambi¬ 
tious failure. It is the work of 
an extremely talented author 
who. not content to plough a 
safe furrow, has overreached 
himself: but in its serious 
effort, and its partial triumph, 
this novel is a friend of 
promise. 

Claire Messuds When the 
World Was Steady is 
published in paperback by 
Grunta at £6.99. 


W hat to make of this 
rushing, passionate 
book? On the one 
hand, there is the lonesome 
heart of the displaced spirit, 
but on die other, a little 
undercow of self-aggran¬ 
dising. Maybe that is legiti¬ 
mate in a person who feels thar 
a number of countries con¬ 
spired almost to annul him. 
the Russia of his father, the 
Argentina of his birth, the 
North America of his child¬ 
hood. the Chile of his choice. 

It is the story of a man called 
Vladimiro or Edward or Ariel 
Dorfman, at any rate a man 
without a country who fell in 
love as a boy with America 
and all her chocolates and 
games, but created for himself 
a sense of citizenship in Chile, 
married a Chilean wife, and 
supported the revolutionary 
President AJlende up to his 
death. Who renounced Eng¬ 
lish to write in Spanish and 
then left aside Spanish to write 
in English, and at last accept¬ 
ed the strange floating home¬ 
land of both languages. Who 
did not feel at home until he 
had invented himself as a 


Home thoughts of an 
exile from everywhere 


Sebastian Barry 


HEADING SOUTH, 
LOOKING NORTH 
By Arid Dorfman 

Hoddere Stoughton. £17.99 
ISBN0340713003 


Chilean, and then lost Chile. 
And who later settled again in 
the United States. A contradic¬ 
tory man. 

Perhaps a man who has 
lived the central epic of this 
century of displacement and 
revolution, perhaps not When 
he was asked, on being forced 
to leave Chile, whether he 
wished to claim refugee status, 
he declined, saying he was 
going to be an exile, a term 
which has no official reso¬ 
nance: “When tiie woman 



Dorfman: contradictory 

from the UN had said the 
word refugee, this is what 
came to mind: the camps in 
which people without a coun¬ 
try stagnate amid filth and 


flies, holding on to their suffer¬ 
ing as if it were their only 
identity." But much of this 
book is that very thing, a 
holding on to suffering in the 
cause of identity. A task which 
brings with it many ambigu¬ 
ities. 

There is a striking descrip¬ 
tion of a surreal meeting with 
Allende's tragic daughter who 
asks him how he escaped from 
La Moneda. the palace of the 
Presidents, on the fateful night 
when her father was over¬ 
thrown. The how of it was. 
Ariel Dorfman was not there, 
and to his credit he tells her so. 
but she has a memory of 
looking back and seeing him 
at her father's side. There is a 
terrible and poignant bite to 
such passages. 

In foe acknowledgements 
Ariel Dorfman refers to the 


“patience of readers who by 
now may have had enough of 
the authors incessant inspira¬ 
tional encounters with other 
members of the species". In 
truth, there is little enough of 
other people in it. and a 
mountain of himself, which is 
fair enough in a memoir. But 
when he does write about 
other people, real magic 
strikes the page. 

I f he could have been a 
simple witness to, even a 
tourist of. these dark mat¬ 
ters of the centuiy, a more 
distanced, more moving book 
might have emerged. If he 
could have kept himself out of 
if. But, i suppose, thar was 
never the point of the exercise. 
And, indeed, the book does 
move, and its very confusions 
are fascinating. If one never 
quite feels Ariel Dorfman 
knows himself, or the effect 
and meaning of what he says 
about himself, isnl this the 
common curse of 20th-century 
man? That he doesn’t know 
himself, nor where he comes 
from, nor where he should 
abide. 


Writers with real treats in stories for you 


ELIZABETH GILBERT is a 
writer with a great, raw gift 
for character in Pilgrims and 
Other Stories (Picador, £6.99. 
ISBN 0 330 35171 5) hers are 
people who wrap themselves 
rightly around a reader's 
imagination and won't let go. 
In their sideways search for 
moments of grace — a virginal 
young man transfixed by a 
dancer’s lime-green dress: a 
widower taking pity on a 
teenaged girl, broken down on 
a remote North Dakota road 
— they can bring to mind the 
striving souls m the short 
fiction of Flannery O’Connor. 

They include teenaged Den¬ 
ny. whose ignorance is deep 
but who lucks into a romance 


with his best buddy’s buxom 
sister: “Nobody knew any¬ 
thing about Denny and Pau¬ 
lette. But there it was. Hot sex. 
Out of nowhere." And the 
indefatigable Jimmy Moran, 
who works at the Bronx 
Terminal Vegetable Market 
A young American woman, 
drawn to cowboys and bar¬ 
maids, writing about bird 
shoots or car repair or a 
restaurant argument that 
winds up with two people 
dead, might’ seem to be trying 
too hard to prove her tough¬ 
ness, like a young Jayne Anne 
Phillips. And there are occa¬ 
sional passages when the 
swagger shows: “His dog. 
Snipe, followed, limping like a 


man with a bullet m his 
spine." But che richness of the 
voices and the surprising 
deadpan humour encourage a 
forgiveness of Gilbert's rare 
moments of self-indulgence, 
as does the sheer colour of her 
broad canvas: each story has 
several stories nestled within 
it like Russian dolls. 

The best is The Famous 
Tom and Restored lit Cigar¬ 
ette Trick, whose characters 
include a Hungarian 6migr£ 
named Hoffman, a magician. 
Aoe Douglas, a none-too-suc- 
cessful daughter Esther and a 
much-loved white rabbit 
named Bonnie. This story 
alone is a brilliant, astonish¬ 
ing piece: 


In Tenterhooks: Life in the 
Undertow (Flamingo, £12.99; 
ISBN 0 00 225653 3) Suzannah 
Dunn writes on more conven¬ 
tional worlds: mothers and 
daughters, school trips and 
beach holidays. Dunn’s cho¬ 
sen. mostly feminine, environ¬ 
ment is one in which a bored 
daughter listens to her father 
and brother speaking “the 
indecipherable language of 
men who are working on 
something mechanical". 
Dunn has an odd way with 
imagery — a swimming pool’s 
“threads of sunshine coiling 
and bouncing like bed- 
springs" — but a sharp evt for 
the quiet moments of conver¬ 
sation that contain emotional 


truths. As in her novel, Venus 
Flaring, Dunn is adept on 
female friendships. She's also 
drawn to displacement: 
many stories feature English 
people abroad, building 
Strength in the sun for a bad 
heart or leaving the rat race to 
start all over again in Spain. 

In several, including the 
engaging mother-daughter 
showdown of Don't Touch It. 
Don't Ignore It. Stay Calm, 
Dunn proves herself alert to a 
teenager's view of proceedings 
— the teenager’s rebellious, 
hungry sensibility is one that 
she finds (and makes) 
appealing.. 

Sylvia Brownrigg 










1 • 






.1LJ. 


1 


32 

I 


A 

Tc 

P« 

(E 

y« 

si 

ti 

a 

t) 

1 ( 


C 

S\ 

u 




42 LAW 


Court of Appeal _ ~ _ Law Report May 71998 

Shielding witness from defendant in person 


THF, TIMES THURSDA Y MAY 7i99& 

Court of Appal 


Regina v Brawn (Milton) 

Before Lord Bingham of Gomhiil, 
Lord Chief Justice. Mr Justice 
Turner and Mr Justice ftnry- 
Davey 

pudgment May 6| 

It was the duty of a trial judge to do 
all that he could, consistently with 
giving the defendant a fair trial, to 
minimise the trauma suffered by 
other parties to the court process, 
m particular a witness who was 

required to describe in evidence an 
ordeal to which she complained 
she had been subjected. 

Where therefore a defendant, 
who chose to represent himself at 
his trial for a sexual offence, 
sought in cross-examining the 
complainant to humiliate, intimi¬ 
date or abuse her either by his 
manner or by irrelevant and 
repetitious questioning, the judge 
should exercise his power to pro¬ 
tect the witness and to control the 
course of questioning. 

The Court of Appeal. Criminal 
Division, so stated when dismiss¬ 
ing applications by Milton Brown 
for leave to appeal against (i) his 
conviction before Judge Pontius 
and a jury at Krtightsbridge 
Crown Court of two counts of rape, 
two counts of indecent assault and 
one count of false imprisonment in 
respect of two complainants and 
(ii) a total sentence of 16 years 
imprisonment. 

The defendant, having dis¬ 
pensed with the services of counsel 
and solicitors at an early stage of 
the trial, represented himself and 
in conducting his cross-examina¬ 
tion of the complainants had 
repeatedly asked repetitious and 
irrelevant questions designed to 
intimidate and humiliate them. 

The judge's response, in seeking 
to protect the complainants and to 


prevent the defendant's inappro¬ 
priate questioning, gave rise to no 
criticism by the defendant on die 
applications made to the Court of 
Appeal. 

Miss Sasha Wdss for the ap¬ 
plicant: Mr Peter Finnigan for the 
Crown. 

THE LORD CHIEF JUSTICE, 
giving the judgment of the court 
and miring dismissed the applica¬ 
tions, stud that in many legal 
systems parties were obliged to be 
represented by professional Law¬ 
yers. That was not the B ritish 
tradition, which had permitted 
individuals to represent them¬ 
selves in both riril and criminal 
proceedings. 

The only notable curtailment 
was to be found in section 34A of 
the Criminal Justice Act 198S. as 
inserted by section 55(7) of the 
Criminal Justice Act 1991. which 
forbade a defendant in a criminal 
trial to cross-examine a child 
witness personally. Even in that 
situation a defendant was not 
obliged to be professionally 
represented 

The trial judge's duty was to 
ensure to the utmost of his ability 
that the defendant, even if unrepre¬ 
sented. or perhaps particularly if 
so. had a fair trial. 

Every defendant was not guilty 
until proved to be so. Where, tor 
example, he was accused of rape 
the trial could not be conducted an 
the assumption that he was a 
rapist and the complainant a 
victim since the whale purpose of 
the proceeding was to establish 
whether that was so. 

His Lordship referred to the 
guidance given, in the context of 
section 34A. in R v De Oliveira 
(unreported November 15.1996) to 
the effect 


I That the trial judge, without 


on behalf of the defence, 
ask such questions as he saw fit to 
test the reliability of prosecution 
witnesses; 

2 That where appropriate toe 
judge might ask toe defendant 
whether there were matters he 
wished to be put to a witness, 
although it would be for the judge 
to decide whether and bow such 
matters might be pun 

3 Thai it was to be borne in mind 
that a heavy duty lay on The 
prosecution to be scrupulously fair 
as to how the case was presented so 
as to avoid any prejudice to the 
defendant: 

4 That in summing up it was 
desirable to direct the jury that it 
was always open to a defendant to 
act in person but that where he 
cbose to do so they should bear in 
mind the difficulty of his doing so 
properly; 

5 A sensible course was tor the 
judge to explain same or all such 
matters to the jury at die outset of 
the trial to enable than to under¬ 
stand toe course which the trial 
foOawed. 

His Lordship expressed the 
court's toll agreement with that 
guidance. 

The trial judge was obliged to 
have regard not only to the need to 
ensure a fair trial tor the defendant 
but also to the reasonable interests 
of other parties to toe court 
process, particularly witnesses, 
and among those witnesses who 
were obliged to re-live, by describ¬ 
ing. an ordeal to which they said 
they had been subjected. 

It was the trial judge’s clear duty 
to do an he could, consistently with 
giving toe defendant a fair trial, to 
minimise tbs trauma suffered by 
other particfpanK. 


A trial was not fair if a defen¬ 
dant, by choosBig to represent 
himself, gained the advantage he 
would not otherwise have hid of 
abusing toe rules in relation to 
relevance and repetition which 
applied when witnesses were 
questioned 

Judges did not lack power to 
protfiet witnesses and control 
questioning. The trial judge was 
the master of proceedings in his 
court He was not obliged to give 
an unrepresented defendant his 
head to ask whatever questions, at 
whatever length, he wished 

In a case such as the present it 
would often be desirable, before 
any question was asked in cross- 
examination by the.defendant of 
the complainant, tor toe judge to 
discuss the course of proceedings 
with the defendant to the absence 
of the jury. 

The judge could toot elicit toe 
general nature of the defence and 
identify the specific points in toe 
complainant's evidence with which 
toe defendant took issue and any 
points he wished to pur id her. 

If he proposed to call witnesses 
in his defence, , the substance of 
■their evidence could be eEcned so 
that the complainant's observa¬ 
tions, so tor as relevant, could be 
invited. 

It would almost always be 
desirable in the first instance to 
allow a defendant to put questions 
to a complainant, but it should be 
made dear in advance that he 
would be required, having put a 
point eo move on, and if he toiled 
to do so toe judge should intervene 
and secure compliance. 

If the defendant proved unwill¬ 
ing or unable to comply with the 
judge’s instructions the judge 
should, if necessary to save the 
complainant bom avoidable dis¬ 


tress stop further questioning by 
the defendant and take over the 
questioning of toe complainant. 

If the defendant sought by his 
dress, bearing, manner or ques¬ 
tions to dominate, intimidate or 
humffiate toe complainant; or if it 
were reasonably apprehended that 
he would seek to do so, the judge 
should not hesitate to order the 
erection of a screen in addition- to 
controlling toe questioning In the 
way indicated. 

The exercise trf such powers 
called tor toe exercise of a careful 
judgment, since the judge had not 
only to ensure that the defendant 
had a fair trial but also, which was 
not necessarily the same thing, 
that the jury feh that he had. 

If, however, exercising the best 
judgment they reasonably could in 
circumstances which were always 
difficult judges intervened to en¬ 
sure that witnesses were not sub¬ 
jected to ina ppr opriate pressure, 
they were dearly to understand 
that the Court of Appeal would be 
extremely slow, in the absence of 
dear evidence of injustice, to 
dismrb any resulting conviction. 

Where judges, responsible far 
the conduct of proceedings before 
them, made detiskjns with due 
regard to.the interests of aQ 
involved they would continue, as 
in toe past» be supported by toe 
appellate court. 

The court emphasised that noth¬ 
ing it had said was to be under¬ 
stood as criticism of the trial judge 
in toe present case who was 
scrupulously fair to the defendant 
and who had done everything he 
thought he could to protect both 
complainants. 

Senators: Fisher Meredith; 
Crown Prosecution Service. 
CamberwdJ- 


Mitigating factors of 

little significance 


Scene of accidental injuiy in bus is the highway 


Hallinan v Director of Public 
Prosecutions 

Before Lord Justice Kennedy and 
Mr Justice Blofeld 
(Judgment April 24) 

Where an accidental injury had 
been sustained by a passenger in a 
bus. with no damage to anything 
outside toe bus or injuiy to any 
other person, toe scene of toe 
accident, for the purposes or sec¬ 
tion 170 of toe Road Traffic Act 
198S. was not the bus itself but the 
point in the road where toe 
accident had occurred and the 
dirveTs duty to stop arose 
immediately. 

The Queen's Bench Divisional 
Court so held in dismissing an 
appeal by David Hallinan. by way 
of case stated, against /us convic¬ 
tion on April 24.1997 by Harrow 
Justices of failing to stop and 
report an accident, and failing to 
gHe information or documents. 

The justices found that on Octo¬ 
ber 3. 1996, Mrs Bridgman, a 
passenger on a bus driven by Mr 
Hallinan, fell and sustained injury 
when the bus halted sharply. Mr 
Hallinan continued toe journey 
despite being informed by other 
passengers that Mrs Bridgman- 


had been injured and despite their 
requests for him to stop. 

He had only stopped the vehicle 
at designated' bus stops for toe 
purpose of allowing passengers to 
alight from or board the bus. 

The justices also found that 
during the course of the journey 
Mr Hallinan had called for an 
ambulance by means or a radio 
link in his vehicle. He had stopped 
his vehicle at Northolt Under¬ 
ground Station approximately 15 
minutes after the accident had 
occurred and time waited! for an 
ambulance and the police; further, 
that he was not required to provide 
■particulars of his name and ad¬ 
dress until he had spoken to the 
police officer at the Underground 
station. 

The justices were of toe opinion 
that the duty to stop was a duty 
upon Mr Hallinan to wait at or 
dose by toe scene of toe accident, 
namely the point in toe road where 
the accident occurred, in order to 
exchange particulars, and that he 
had not discharged that duty. 

Section 170 provider. “(2) The 
driver of a motor vehicle must stop 
and. if required to so by any person 
having, reasonable grquods for so 


requiring, give his -name and 
address and also toe name and 
address of the owner and the 
identification marks of the 
vehide." 

Mr Mughni felam-Choudhury 
for Mr Hallinan; Mr James 
Henderson for the prosecution. 

LORD JUSTICE KENNEDY 
said that Mr Isfam-Choudhury 
had contended that section 170(2) 
did not specify where the driver 
had to stop and he had interpreted 
the scene to indude toe bus itself. 
He further submitted that the duty 
to stop was to remain with the 
vehide so as to facilitate the 
exchange of documents: see Ward 
VRawson Q197S] RTR 498). 

As the bus was itself the scene of 
toe accident, Mr Hallinan had 
never attempted to leave ft. Mr 
Hallinan had taken the scene and 
the victim wi to him and he had not 
prejudiced the victim’s chances of 
obtaining information undo- sec¬ 
tion 170(2). 

The duty was satisfied, he 
submitted, if the driver was pro¬ 
vided the facility for die exchange 
of details when toe police officer 
arrived and Mr "Hallinan had 


Mr Henderson submitted that 
toe obligation to stop was toe first 
obligation and. by inference, to 
stop as soon as practical and safe. 
If he did not stop then the driver 
did not give anyone the opportu¬ 
nity for the obtaining of 
information. 

His Lordship said that the 
stance adopted by Mr Henderson 
was in the riraunstances of toe 
case right. It was not difficult to see 
why the driver should stop, nor 
why the driver should stop at or 
near the acridenL 

A witness might have seen what 
had occurred and might have 
wanted to give information to 
assist the police. The victim might 
have wanted to get off the bus as 
soon as possible in order to get 
help. 

If toe bus driver had stopped the 
bus. and then derided that it was 
best lo go on, the obtigation in the 
statute would have been satisfied. 
Also a stop in those circumstances 
would not have been a very long 
one. 

. The statutory obligation did not 
refer to toe scene of the acridenL 


driver must stop. If he failed to do 
so immediately he buted to satisfy 
the requirements of section 1700. 

MR JUSTICE BLOFELD, 
a pfring , stated that the authori¬ 
ties submitted on behalf of Mr 
Hallman demo n s tr ated that in 
contrast to tone previous statutes: 
section 52(1) of toe Road Traffic Act 
1934, section 71 of toe Road Traffic 
Aa 1960 and section 2S of the Road 
Traffic Act 1972, which used the 
word “shall" stop, toe 19S8 Act 
used the word “must" stop which 
indicated that toe legislation had 
hardened and thus reinforced the 
court's view. 

Solicitors: Cooper Whiteman: 
Crown Prosecution Service. 
Harrow. 


Regina v Dosanjb 
Before Lord Justice Rose, Mr 
Justice Bum-field and Mr Justice 
Richards 

(Judgment May 2{ 

In cases involving repealed visits 
abroad with illicit importation of 
dutiable goods m a large scale, 
ig factors such as previous 
character and personal 
circumstances were of lisle 
significance. 

The increase in iflidi importa¬ 
tion of alcohol and tobacco, con¬ 
trary to section lTOflHb) of toe 
Customs and Excise Management 
Act 1979 and associated losses and 
problems, such as under-age 
drinking. loss of profit to legiti¬ 
mate businessmen and road traffic 
dangers, called for guidelines on 
sentencing to ensure uniformity of 
approach. 

The Cbun of Appeal, Criminal 
Division, so stated in d i s m iss in g 
an appeal by Baijmder Dosanjh 
against his sentence of three years 
im prisonm ent imposed by Judge 
Ndigan alter comiaion by a. jury 
at Maidstone Crown Court on 
August 20.1997. 

Mr Oliver Sells for the prosecu¬ 
tion; Mr NeD Peterson, assigned 
by the Registrar of Criminal 
Appeals, for the appellant. 

LORD JUSTICE ROSE, giving 
the judgment of the court, said that 
on January 24,1997. a van in which 
the appellant was a passenger, was 
stopped on a motorway in Kent by 
police officers on mobile parroL 
because H seemed to be 
overweight. 

The van was searched and found 
to contain large numbers of cans of 
beer. A search of toe appellant's 
hone revealed a total of 86 litres of 
spirits. 68 litres of wine, four to five 
thousand cigarettes and eight litres 
of beer. 

The appellant said in the Court 
af Appeal, although the sen tencing 
judge was not provided whh that 
suggestion, that he had acquired 
the spirits from duty free shops. 

The officers found several pieces 

of paper with names and telephone 
numbers on them of off-licences - 
Inquiries disclosed that the appel¬ 
lant had made a total of S2 trips 
across the Channel between 
November 1995 and September 
1996 in a variety of different vans 
or mini-buses hired in his name. 

His Lordship regarded Mr 
Dosanjh "5 suggestion as to source 
of alcohol found in his home with 
deep scepticism, as the matter was 
not mentioned to the trial judge. 

On June 30 and 31. October 1996. 
Mr Dosanjh had been stopped by 


customs officers and quantities of 
alcohol and cigarettes confiscated. 
Despite warnings he had contin¬ 
ued with his illirit activities. 

He said, when stopped in Janu¬ 
ary 1997. that toe goods for 
his own use for a parry and denied 
selling them to other people. The 
total duty evaded was £164,000. 

Mr Dosanjh was now 26 years of 
age with no previous convictions 
for an offence of that kind, al¬ 
though previously sentenced to a 
short period of imprisonment for 
driving while disqualified and 
fined far an offence of forgery. 

The submissions made by Mr 
Peterson were that the judge 
afforded no adequate discount for 
toe appellant's plea of guilty and 
did not expressly refer to toe plea 
of guilty and that the sentence was 
manifestly excessive. 

The maximum sentence for of¬ 
fences contrary to toe section 170 of 
toe J979 Act was increased by 
section 12 of toe finance .Act 19S8 
far offences committed after July 


29.1988 from Pro to seven years. 
There were obvious similarities 


between defrauding toe customs 
by evading duty and by evading 
the payment of value-added tax 
The latter offence carried a maw- 
mum penally of seven years." His 
Lordship gained assistance foam 
the authorities concerned with 
VAT evasion. 

In R v Ollerenshaw (unreported 
April 23. I99SJ the amount of duty 
evaded was an important factor in 
determining toe appropriate sen¬ 
tence, but not the only factor. A 
number of other factors, including 
the organisational role, were im¬ 
portant. 

His Lordship said that there was 
little doubt on toe information 
before toe court thai there was a 
major loss of revenue through 
smuggling in recent years and an 
ever increasing number of 
prosecutions far that activity. 

The illirit importation of alcohol 
and tobacco involving gangs had 
led to an increase in violence 
towards, and intimidation of cus¬ 
toms and excise officers and ferry 
staff, mirit goods led to under-age 
drinking, goods transported in 
overloaded vehicles led to hazards 
and legitimate traders were de¬ 
prived of business. 

The court rfistinguised between 
three broad categories of offender. 
2 Those who imported small 
quantities on a few occasions. 

2 Those who either on their own or 
with another were involved in the 
importation of greater quantities. 

5 Those in organised gangs in¬ 
volved in importing large amounts 


on a large scale. 

There was a need K me 
deterrent element in sennqf8- 
particularly when agto W 
amounts of duty were.evaa by 
repeated organised visits w the 
distribution of goods on a cm ter- 
dal scale. , 

In such cases good chriaer 
and personal circumstance ■ ere 
of little mitigating significan . 

In light of all these oipd- 
erations and in an aneil to 
achieve a greater degree f mi- 

fonnitv in sentencing, toe an aa. 

out guidelines regardin toe 
amount of duty evaded. 

Cases involving under 10)00 
were frequently, although m al¬ 
ways dealt with by cnsginjm 
courts. When the amount «led 
was in the thousands of pa ds, 
custody was called for eve' 11 a 
plea of guilty. 

1 Under £10.000: up to six jc ahs 

on a plea of guilty. T 

2 £ 10.000 to £ 100 . 000 . six xintos 

to two years on a plea of grffy. 

3 E 100.000 to E50a000, J *o fo 
three years on a guilty pU, four 
years on trial. 

4 In excess of £500,000. for yeans 

increasing to the statutai maxi¬ 
mum of seven years wire m3- 
lions were evaded followiia trial 
with a suitable discretion yea for 
a plea or guilty. ' 

Except in cases who many 
millions were involved ccsecutive 
sentencing was appmpriE. 

The prosecution oouldonsider 
toe charge in toe atinative. 
conspiracy to cheat wHi was 
capable of attracting higer sen¬ 
tences than those mdicatepv cases 
where many millions werevaefed. 

In addition to toe nopdfion of 
imprisonment the courtbcased 
power to make a deprivafo ntier 
under section 43 of toe fivers of 
Criminal Couns Act 1G and 
disqualify drivers under stioa 44 
of the same Ad. 

Justices could also cootie? toe 
revocation of licences wher licens¬ 
ees were involved. 1 

In that context, the *reseu 
appeal consisted of nested, 
wholesale importation k Mr 
Dosanjh in a van hiredm his 
name, despite two .ftriois 
warnings. He was not-( good 
character and had a rahl of 
previous dishonesty. Vi 

In those circumstana, al¬ 
though three years was at iemp 
of the bracket following aguHty 
idea it was not a sentex so 
manifestly excessive that tteourts 
should interfere. 

Solicitors: Solicnor. Ononis 
and Excise. ’ 

,VT . 


Justices to pay costs of judicial review 


Upon 

parte 


Under ' toe Statufojy position, 
prgvigeg the tfefafIssoiighL^_ . ,|vti<jre ^aqa^u, acrii 0 bd 4te 




TIMES 


SHOP TIL YOU DROP 
WITH 20% OFF 
AT SELECTED STORES. 


Get 20% off io selected stores such as Liberty Dorothy Perkins and Burton Menswear. 

only when you chouse this Saturday's Times. You can’t afford to miss it. 


CHANGING TIMES 


Regina v Newcastle 
Tyne” Justices, Ex 
Devine 
Before Mr Justice Latham 
pudgment April 23} 

Justices who issued a committal 
; warrant 1 against,,a. community 
charge defaulter -who failed 'to 
attend a hearing to show cause 
where the justices could not lave 
been satisfied that be bad received 
notice of the tearing, should pay 
toe'costs of consequent judicial 
review proceedings. 

The'Queen's Bench Divisional 
Court so held granting William 
Herbert Devine, toe applicant, an 
order of certiorari quashing de¬ 
cisions of Newcastle Upon Tyne 
Justices (i) of November 22, 1996 
that he serve a tarn of imprison¬ 
ment postponed upon terms that 
he pay arrears of community 
charge at E5 a week; and (ii) of 
September 18. 1997 to issue a 
committal warrant against him. 

The applicant had failed to pay 
community charge for periods 
between 1990 and J993 and was 


made the subject of three liahfli ty 
orders. On Novanber 22.1996. the 
justices found that toe applicant 
had culpably neglected to pay the 
sums owing and fixed a term of 
imprisonment to be postponed 
upon, die applicant paying £5 a 
week. 

What toe applicant failed to 
maintain those payments, toe jus¬ 
tices purported to send him a 
notice to attend court an Septem¬ 
ber 18.1997. 

However, toe letter was sent to 
the wrong address and the ap- 
plicani did not receive any notice of 
the tearing. When he failed to 
attend on September IS. the jus¬ 
tices issued a committal warrant. 

Mr Ian Wise for Mr Devine: toe 
justices were not represented and 
did not attend. 


MR JUSTICE LATHAM said 
that the justices were purporting to 
exercise a power under regulation 
41 of tite Community Charges 
(Administration and Enforcement) 
Regulations (SI 1969 No 438) to 
commit a community charge de¬ 


faulter to prison. It was dear that 
the justices had failed to make all 
toe inquiries required by regula¬ 
tion 41 and the derision was 
therefore unlawfuL 

Turning to toe decision of 
September 18. 1997. hi% lordship 
stated that justices were-put in a 
difficulLpositura when a defaulter 
did not fattend court. It ought be 
that he was simply ignoring the 
letter from the court, but equally, 
toe letter might not have been 
received. 

His Lofdship referred with 
approval to the comments of Mr 
Justice Jowitt in R v Hyndbum 
Justices. Ex pane Woolaghan (un¬ 
reported. 1994) that the practice of 
serving such notices by ordinary 
first dass post was unsatisfactoty 
and that recorded delivery was 
preferable. 

His Lordship observed that the 
justices appeared not to have 


heeded that advice, sometoigtat 
was surprising given that ihy had l 
previously consented to an.oottin' 
a similar type of case befog 
quashed because they had f&ed to 
make the necessary 
Mr Wise contended that 
dreumstancesi it was 
to make'ah order cos 
the justices. f. 


His Lordship staled, to where 
justices failed to make he peel 
essary inquiries as^to wfathqr al 
“show cause" lenpr had been 
received, then in tte absence of an 
explanation to show to the 
decision was a one-off aberration, 
that was behaviour- whkk c alled 
for strong disapproval. ‘ 
Accordingly, there was no rear 
son why toe justices, should not be 
required to pay tte costs. J 
Solicitor Clyde I Chapped 
Botham, Stoke-oft-Ttent- 




Deciding whether 
shop is large 


Haskins Garden Centres Ltd 
v East Dorset District 
Council 

Before Lord Justice Schkanann 
and Mr Justice Brian Smedley 
pudgment April 27] 

In de cidi n g whether a shop was a 
large shop for tte purposes of 
Sunday trading, the court should 
take an extended rather than a 
snapshot view. 

The fact that part of the shop was 
dosed off when it opened on Easter 
Sunday, although the whole shop 
was open during the rest of the 
week, did not mean that it was not 
a large shop in tte terms of tte 
Sunday Trading Act 1994. 

The Queen's Bench Divisional 
Court -so held dismissing an ap¬ 
peal by way of case stated by 
Haskins Garden Centres Ltd 
against die dismissal by Bourne¬ 
mouth Crown Court (Judge Price 
and two justices] on July IQ. 1997 of 
their appeal against conviction by 
Bournemouth Justices on Feb¬ 
ruary IS, 1997 for having opened 
their oaatre at Lon gharri, Dorset, 
on Easter Sunday. April 7,1996 for 
serving of reutil customers con¬ 
trary to paragraph 2(1) and 7(1) of 
Schedule 1 to toe 1994 Act for 
which they were given a con¬ 
ditional discharge, varied on ap¬ 
peal to an absolute discharge. 

Paragraph 2 of Schedule 1 to tte 
1994 Act provides: 

"(1) Subject to sub-paragraphs 
(2) and (3) below, a large shop shall 
not be open on Sunday for the 
serving of retail customers... 

“(3) Where a notice under para¬ 
graph 4 below has effect in reia don 
to a shop, sub-paragraph (I) above 
does not apply in relation to the 
shop during the permitted Sunday 
opening hours specified in . tte 
notice, out this subparagraph has 
effect subject to sub-paragraph (4) 
below. . 

“(4) The exemption conferred by. 
sub-paragraph (3) above does not. 
apply where the Sunday is Easter. 
Day or Christmas Day." 

Paragraph 7 provides; “(I) If 
paragraph 2(1) is contravened In 
relation to a shop, the occupier of 


tte step shall be liable on sum¬ 
mary conviction to a fine not 
exceeding £50.000." 

Mr Geoffrey Stephenson for tte 
appellants Mr Martin Strutt for 
the council. 


LORD JUSTICE 

SCHJEMANN said toe garden 
centre was a large central roofed 
building of substantial construc¬ 
tion with a lean-to attached. The 
large central budding was tte 
main sales area, tte lean-to being 
used in the normal course of 
everyday business for sale of 
srraiier items. 

On April 7,1996. the main large 
central' building was dosed, but 
the lean-to was open and served 
customers. Tte garden centre had 
served a notice under paragraph 4 
of Schedule J to tte 1994 Act which 
permitted them to open toe whole 
of tte premises as a “large shop" 
on an ordinary Sunday but not on 
Easter Sunday or on Christmas 
Day when that fell on a Sunday. 

The premises were property 
described as a shop even when 
they were closed to customers. 
Whether or not tte step was a 
large step had to be determined in 
the light of a situation winch 
continued for a period of time. 

A shop in which only part of toe 
premises were open an a particu¬ 
lar day did not thereby cease to be 
a large shop when on most other 
days the whole premises were 
open. 

Mr Justice Smedfey agreed. 

Solicitors: Metcalfe Copeman & 
Pettefar, Wisbech; Mr Keith Mal¬ 
let. Wimbome. 
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THE TIMES/DILLONS FORUM 


An evening with 
Toni Morrison 


I 



TONI MORRISON, the Njbbd prizd 
winning author, will be redding frort 
her long-awaited new novd, Paradi& 
(Chatto & Windus £16.99), at j 
Times/Dillons Forum on Monday) 
May 18. This event, chairdd by Fete 
Stothard, Editor of The Times, offer: 


Corrections 

In Hutchings v Islington London 
Borough Council (Tte Tunes May 
6) Mr Jonathan Howard, who did 
not appear below, appeared for the 

plaintiff and Mr Timothy Brennan 
with Miss Patricia Haitink for the 
council. 

In Box and Others v Barclays 
Bank pic f Tte Times April 30$ toe 
solicitor for Mrs Jacobs was Le 
Brasseur J. Tickle. 


1 ^-1 Ul A IK, 1 L/rKOt UUVAj 

readers the rare opportunity to ask. Morrison question! 
about her life and work. f 

The forum, at 730pm at the Institute of Education, 
Bedford Way, London. WC1, marks the publication 
Paradise, Morrison’S first book for five years. The arimiy 
sion price of £10 (concessions £730 far students, pension 
ers and the unemployed on production of valid ZD 
indudes £2 off copies of Paradise. ■' t 


TONI MORRISON FORUM : 

Please book me fidutfe) at £10 and/or_ticket^ af £730 

(coocg for The Times f Dfflons Toni Morrison Forms 


NAME..-__ 

ADDRESS_ 


POSTCODE..DAY PHONE No 


f enclose my cheque made payable to Dillons the Bookstore 
Cheque number_ 


Value 


-7..Cheque number____;_ 

(Please write your name, address and card number on Aer bock of ihe cheque) 

f^^^^fs^rrarti/Aniex/Bwitii/Ddta/ 
unions account card number 


Li i i i i i i i i i n i i in 

Expiry dale-/- Issue No. - 1 (Switch canb only) 

PRINT NAME .... < '■■■'- __ 

SIGNATURE .. r 


Please post coupon and remittance to: j 

The Times/ DDJons Ton! Morrison 
Didong, 82 Gower Street, London WCIE 6EO. 

Td: 0171-467 1613. FmcOmSSliSm 
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TRAVEL 43 


Rjggglns of the week: a Titanic weekend in Alnwick; trainspotting in Belgium; sub-aqua in the Maldives 
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; i Morris 


jr n rJ? lectl0 2 °f last-minute 
holidays and travel opportu¬ 
nities at home, on the Conti- 
nenrjnd farther afield, mcnv 
at bargain prices; 

h T Britain 

MAVtwiU be a merry month 
at Hoseason’s Muliion 
Holiday Park near Helston, 
Cornwall, as it celebrates its 
tenthjamuyersary with caba¬ 
ret, comedians and a circus. 
Prices stan from E42 a week 
with four sharing a bungalow 
and many activities included 
01502 500500. 



5NDON Bank Holiday 
^reak can be enjoyed at 
Prices at the Radison 
jrtman Hotel near 
- — n -irk- The new price of 
£59.75 fa night is available 
from SOperbreak from May 22 
to 31 foif a minimum two-night 
stay, including breakfast and 
use of the fitness centre. De¬ 


tails: 01B1-23S 5257. 


■ THE Atlantic. Jersey,in the 
Small Luxury Hotels of the 
World group, launches a new 
deal on May 22 with dinner, 
B&B, hire car and use of 
heal til dub at £100 a night for 
a minimum two-night stay. 
Details: 01534 44101. 

■ TREYARNON Youth Hos¬ 
tel and Harlyn Surf School in 
north Cornwall have teamed 
up to offer fully indusive 
surfing breaks from £90 for 
two nights with coaching and 
equipment included. Details: 
01841 520321 

■ A TITANIC weekend at the 
White Swan in Alnwick 
sounds unlikely, but the hotel 
does feature fittings from a 
sister ship and a black-tie 
dinner dance will emulate the 
last dinner on the fated ship. 
The event on June 12 and 13 
costs £137 and can be booked 
through Goldenrail. Details: 
0161-238 5206. 

■ LARGE savings for child¬ 
ren on walking and 
house party breaks have been 
announced by Countrywide 
Holidays. A week’s guided 
walking tour in the Lakes will 
cost adults from £280 with one 
child, aged four to 15. paying 
only £30 and the second £155. 
Details: 0161-446 2226. 


EUROPE 


SPRINGTIME in Paris for 
£50 is this month’s offer from 
Leisure Direction and in¬ 
cludes two nights in a two-star 
hotel. You will have to drive 
there yourself but the Channel 
crossing is part of the price, 
which is based on four travel¬ 
ling. Details: 018I-3243Q30. 

■ SKOPELOS for a week's 
self-catering for £189 is among 
several offers to Greece and its 
islands available from May 15 
with Kosmar. This one begins 
with a flight from Gatwick. 
Details: 0181-3686833. 

■ MALTA “moneysavers" 
are on offer from BeUeair with 
a week's self-catering in St 
Julians for departures up to 
May 20 costing £239. based on 
four sharing, and a fortnight's 
B&B at a five- star h otel in the 
resort costing £722 for depar¬ 
tures between May 21 and 2S. 
Fly from Gatwick. Details: 
0181-785 3266. 

■ ORCHIDS, brown bears 
and birds like the alpine 
chough and golden eagle 
abound in Spain’s Pi cos de 
Europa — but you will have to 
find them yourself with the 
help of guidance notes on 


Wildlife Worldwide's self- 
drive tours. Available this 
month and next, they cost £475 
with flights from Heathrow, 
car hire and a week’s B&B. 
Details: 0181-6679158- 

■ STEAM enthusiasts can 
join a coach tour from Derby¬ 
shire to see the little trains of 
Belgium on May 22. The four- 
day trip to the Ardennes with 
Andrew's of Tldesweil costs 
from £155 with B&B at a four- 
star hotel, train rides and 
Channel crossing. Details: 
01298871222. 

■ A VISIT to Rome, plus 
Valletta. Dubrovnik and Ven¬ 
ice are included in a Bank 
Holiday cruise starting on 
May 23 and available from 
Festival Cruises. Prices start at 
£475. a £360 saving, with 
return flights to Italy from 
Stans ted and full board. De¬ 
tails: 0171-436 0827. 

■ IDEAL INTERLUDES will 
interrupt a week's walking 
tour in the Alsace foothills 
beginning on May 24 wfoi 
wine-tastings, vineyard visits 
and picnic lunches. The holi¬ 
day is one of Arblaster & 
Clarke's wine tours and costs 
£899 with coach travel via Le 
Shuttle, B&B and six meals. 
Details: 01730 893344. 


SUSAN GRIGGS 



The intriguing city of Budapest is available at a £100 
discount next month from Kirker Holidays. Fly out any 
~ ' J *' * is with 

3333. 


day with British Airways and three nights” 
breakfast will cost £252. Details: 0171-2313: 


LONG HAUL 


FAR East deals are available 
from Premier Holidays with 
eight nights on Langkawi. 
Malaysia, costing £489; a 
twin-centre, eight-night stay in 
Bangkok and Paitaya starting 
at £ 523 ; and four nights in 
Hong Kong from June 15 to 30 
costing £379. all with return 
flights. Details: 01223 516677. 

■ DIVING in the Maldives is 
on offer from Regal Holidays 
from May 16. The week's 
holiday is based on a safari 
boat and costs £999 including 
flights, dives and frill board. 
Details; 01353777950. 

■ CAYO LARGO, an island 
110 miles south of Havana 
where you can stay in one of 
seven hotels and eat and drink 
in any of the others, is now 
included in Hayes and Jarvis's 
Cuba programme from £399 
for a week with flights from 
Gatwick and Manchester. Ha¬ 
vana for a week starts at £349. 
Details: 0181-222 7833. 

■ AN INSIGHT into Jordan 
is promised by The Imagina¬ 
tive Traveller on tours starting 
on May 21 and 28. Fly from 
Heathrow to Amman and visit 
desen castles. Aqaba and Pe¬ 


tra for £710, including hotel 
accommodation with some 
meals and travel by coach and 
taxi. Details: 0181-742 8612. 

■ A MAGIC OF INDIA tour 
departing from Heathrow on 
June 6 is on offer from Bales 
Worldwide. It includes Agra 
and the Taj Mahal, Jaipur. 
Jodhpur and Delhi. Priced 
from £725 for nine days, with 
half-board and sightseeing. 
Details: 01306 885991. 

■ EILAT for £305 in June is 
an unusually good summer 
offer and includes a week's 
B&B at a hotel on the coast 
The Longwood Holidays deal 
is available with flights from 
Gatwick or Manchester on 
June 15. Details: 0181-551 4494. 

All prices are per person and 
based on two sharing a room, 
unless otherwise stated. 
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• Virgin Atlantic 
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FLORIDA & USA SPECIALISTS 
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AUSTRALIA & NEW ZEALAND 
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Flexlbto Tailomtade Itineraries 
■k Lowest Qantas Airfares Including taxes 

★ Unbeatable Hotel/Tour/Car Hire Prices 
k Stopover Accommodation fir £15pp 

k Business Class From Only £1423 

★ Outstanding new brochure 
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Bf0171 734 7447 

4 Regent Place, Regent Street London W1R 6BH 

FAX 0171734 6455 ABTA F1107/A4318 ATOL 3096IATA 



USA & CANADA 

NEW YORK £184 WASHINGTON £290 
1- ANGELES £252 CHICAGO £316 
TORONTO £382 DENVER £318 
BOSTON £280 MONTREAL £382 
S. FRANCISC0£252 MIAMI £290 

* Adventure Tours, Activity Holidays 
-*Excellent Insurance/Hotel Rates 
ROUND TVS WORLD from £726 
USA A CANADA 

90171916 0990 

WORLDWIDE 

901719110900 




mm MUn»ARisw«s 

M w U *i m 



* GENUINE PRICES + QUALITY AIRLINES* 


[PITTSBURGH £20 


ATLANTA £199 


BOSTON 214 


OflCAGO 214 


DALLAS 


214 


DB6VBI 


313 


DETROIT 214 


HOUSTON £214 


IAS VEGAS 249 


LANG ELS 264 


274 


NEW YORK 204 


RAIBGH 


269 


IS. FRANCISCO 264 


ISEATTLE 


264 


IWASItNGTON 204 


ORLANDO 149 


■1 


01388 747 999 



FLIGHTBOOKERS 



Flights 

CAUORNM *• am AUtPRAU* 

none* DM U3SMMA3 

CHICAGO CM* BM4QOK 

DM1AS CM* HONSH3NG 

AJUNIA CMS JOSUPG 

TOPONID 


Car hire 

Bnln*becrNith 
Mt»*rk er Beam 


W s wl p ofad UllseHqr 91. Baddncperiod 
wtiin Mqr98.*Candtienap|dp. 


Special Offer 

Be*imdqrpadB{g SnahoeeL ' 

ft torn and dmuR wudwn. 



e p p fc e Mc »nd IndudM 


Gaawlck Branch 


0171 757 2000 
0171 757 2444 
01293 568 300 


MAJOR Travel vtfci e.icr.t value on lov. cost 
fiiiiMs to till destinations in the USA.with the 
icodinft scheduled airlines. 

MAY SALE 

MIAMI £2S2 CAROLINAS £30S 
NEW YORK £306 TEXAS £312 
BOSTON £306 CALIFORNIA £351 


r ■ ' - 1 

RESERVATIONS IAT& 

0171 393 1065 ® 


«'i 1 »*' - * 


■Car i 
Rental. 


KENYA 

SPECIALISTS 

For Tailormade Safaris, 
Exotic Beaches or 
just Flights 
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The Notional Sales Centre for over 100 leading scheduled airlines, with 800,000 discount tune to 1,000 destinations. 
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More than just low cost flights worldwide 

wmi UP TO 65% DISCOUNT ON HOTELS & CAR HIRE 

' Call Trailfinders for tha complete tailor-made travel service 
LONDON Longhaul: 0171-938 3939 
Transatlantic & European: 0171-937 5400 
First & Business Class: 0171-938 3444 
BIRMINGHAM Woildwide: 0121-2361234 
BRISTOL Worldwide: 0117-029 9000 
GLASGOW Worldwide: 0141-353 2224 ' 

■ MANCHESTER Worldwide: 0161-839 6969 

First & Business Class: 0161-839 3434 • 
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MOTOR RACING 


McLaren’s rivals 
angered as ban 
clips their wings 


NOW you see them, now you 
don't. The so-called X-wings. 
designed to boost Michael 
Schumacher's chances of win¬ 
ning the world championship, 
have joined a long list of 
technical innovations banned 
by Formula One's legislators. 

Ferrari added the X-wings 
— or winglets — to give Schu¬ 
macher's car extra grip to 
compete with the all-conquer¬ 
ing McLarens of David Coult- 
hard and Mika Hakkinen. 

No sooner had Schumacher 
completed the San Marino 
Grand Prix at Imola two 
weeks ago than Max Mosley, 
the president of the FLA, motor 
sport’s governing body, 
banned them on safety 
grounds in another confronta¬ 
tion between Formula One 
designers and legislators. 

Pioneered by the Tyrrell 
team led by Harvey fbstie- 
fowaite, the technical director, 
the X-wings have been in use 
for more than a season, yet it 
seems that the FIA decided to 
take action only when the 
leading teams showed an in¬ 
terest in them. 

Five teams — Fterrari, 
Sauber, Prost, Jordan and 
Tyrrell — used them at Imola, 
but it is thought that several 
more were considering fitting 
them for the twisting and 
slippery street circuit of Mona¬ 
co later this month. 

Constructors might be infu¬ 
riated by the HA’S decision. 


By Kevin Eason 

"but ultimately they have to 
regard the ban as part of an 
annual cat-and-mouse game 
in which they dream up 
innovations to beat the rules 
and the legislators throw them 
out Turbochargers, four- 
wheel drive and active suspen¬ 
sion systems are among the 
sport's relics. 

This year, McLaren man¬ 
aged to fall foul of the legisla¬ 
tors in the first race, in 
Melbourne. The team devised 
a two-pedal brake system that 
allowed Coulthard and Hak- 
kinen to bias the braking for 
better balance through comers. 
Teams unable to catch up with 
McLaren technology com¬ 
plained and, by the second 
grand prix, in Brazil, the 
system was banned. Now X- 
wings join the list of the 
forbidden, although Pbstle- 
th waite, one of the sport's most 
respected designers, is baffled 
by the FLA’S suggestion that 
they were dangerous. 

•The winglets are no more 
or less dangerous than the 
television cameras mounted 
dose to the heads of drivers.” 
he said. “Criticisms that they 
are unsafe seem to me to be, at 
best flimsy. The aerodynamic 
restrictions in Pbrmula One 
are now so restrictive we were 
trying to find away of generat¬ 
ing extra down-force and this 
seemed to be an easy and quite 
inventive answer." 

Gary Anderson, at Jordan. 


agreed, for he fitted them to 
Damon HOI’S car to give the 
former world champion some 
hope of getting among the 
leaders. Though he failed to 
finish at Imola. (fill was. for a 
time, among the quickest on 
the circuit 

Anderson believes that die 
winglets should have stayed 
for this season at least simply 
because of the investment in 
time and cash made by teams. 
“It is like throwing money in 
the bin,” he said after the 
ban. 

The X-wings were thought 
to add as much as 5 per cent 
extra down-force, vital in a 
season in which narrower cars 
on grooved tyres, demanded 
by new FIA regulations, are 
proving tricky to keep on the 
track. Because they are nar¬ 
rower. the cars are quicker in 
a straight line, cutting easily 
through foe air. but do not 
have the grip in comers that 
cars cm slick tyres had last 
season. 

Though they have all had a 
chance to test without X-wings 
in the past week, the Spanish 
Grand Prix in Barcelona on 
Sunday will be tougher for the 
teams without their aerody¬ 
namic aids, while Ferrari will 
have to search for new ways of 
making Schumacher’s car as 
competitive as the McLarens. 
For the designers, as ever in 
Fbrznula One. it is back to foe 
drawing board. 

VINCENZO PINTO 



The X-wings employed by Ferrari have been consigned to Formula One history 

MOTOR RALLYING 

McRae takes pole position 


COLIN McRAE got his world 
championship campaign back 
on track yesterday with an 
emphatic victory in foe Corsi¬ 
ca Rally. It was his second win 
of the season and puts him at 
foe top of the drivers’ champ¬ 
ionship. With his team-mate, 
Piero Liatti, finishing third, 
Subaru heads foe construc¬ 
tors' standings. 

The Scot went into the rally 
complaining about his 
Impreza and his tyres and 
things deteriorated on Mon¬ 
day when he was in danger of 
being disqualified for an in¬ 
fringement of rules on tyre 
wear when he was leading. 

However, a last-minute re¬ 
prieve sent McRae on his 
triumphant way and yester¬ 
day he said: “This is a brilliant 
result It puts us where we 
want to be and Subaru back 
on course for its fourth consec¬ 
utive world title. 

“We were lucky to have 
established a good lead and 
didn't have to push like mad. 
We knew we would be compet¬ 
itive in Corsica because the 
majority of our tarmac testing 
was done here, but this win is 
even sweeter after our 
disappointments.” 

McRaes season has been 
one of either triumph or 
■ despair, veering from three 
non-finishes, which have cost 
him valuable points, to vic¬ 
tory. but he kept his head over 
foe three days in Corsica, 
using foe damp conditions to 


By Kevin Eason 

his advantage to win five of 
foe 17 stages and maintain a 
dear advantage over the field. 

Carlos Sainz, foe winner in 
Monte Carlo and McRae’s 
nearest challenger for two 
days, suffered iJI-fortune on 
the fifteenth stage when he 
had a puncture and fell more 
than four minutes behind, 
eventually finishing eighth. 

The traditional dominance 
of the three Japanese works 
teams, along with Ford, was 
shaken up by foe entry for this 
rally of Formula Two cars 
from Rmgeot and Citroen. 
Francois Delecour worked 
through the field to finish 
second in his Peugeot 306 
Maxi, more than 27 seconds 
behind McRae. Gilles Panizzi, 



McRae: second win 


his team-mate, finished fourth 
with Bruno Thiry, of Belgium, 
fifth in a Ford Escort 

Both Sainz and Tommi 
Makinen, of Finland, foe de¬ 
fending world champion, who 
is ten points adrift of McRae in 
sixth place in the champion¬ 
ship, will be looking to recover 
lost ground on the fast gravel 
trades of Argentina later this 
month, although the Subarus 
have a good record there and 
McRae believes that he has 
turned his season around in 
Corsica. 

Corsica was an unhappy 
experience for Richard Burns, 
of Britain, one of the best 
finishers in the championship 
so far. He got off tea bad start 
and then slid out of the top ten. 
He remains third in the world 
championship table, four 
points behind Sainz and six 
adrift of McRae. 

The China rally will be 
included in foe world champ¬ 
ionship next season. Max 
Mosley, foe president of the 
International Automobile Fed¬ 
eration (FIA), motor sport’s 
governing body, said after the 
Corsica race. 

. Mosley indicated that foe 
number of rallies in foe 
championship, which stands 
at 14, would almost certainly 
not be increased and that one 
of the races this season would 
have to be dropped in 1999. 
The most determining criteri¬ 
on will be the safety of 
spectators,” he added. 



Throwing light on a golden talent 


SARAH 

POTTER 



J udo does not throw 
many personalities our 
way and Kate Howey 
Is not a household 
nam e. She is, however, one of 
Great Britain’s few reigning 
world champions and. later 
this m onth in Spain, is fa¬ 
voured to strike gold at the 
European championships. 

Collecting precious metals 
became a hobby soon after 
her father introduced her to 
the sport on her 7fo birthday. 
The former junior world and 
European champion gar¬ 
nered Olympic bronze in 1992. 
and now seems set to domi¬ 
nate foe fiercely contested 
middleweight division. 

Recent changes to the 
weight categories have made 
Howey’s success even more 
hard-fought The top weight 
used to start at 72kg [list 51b} 
and went up to anything,” 
she said. TTaere were such 
vast differences, it was unbe¬ 
lievable, so they increased foe 
waght In each band to create 
an extra category under 
78kg. Middleweight moved 
from 66kg to 70kg." 

The sudden extra bulk of 
her opponents did not com¬ 
pletely throw Howey off bal¬ 
ance, but it did temporarily 
wrong-foot her. “It meant 1 
had to start eating quite a lot 
more, which felt very strange, 
even though I've, got a terri¬ 
ble sweet tooth.” she said. 
“Where before I could hit my 
opponent and lift them up. 
suddenly I couldn’t It meant 
getting a lot stronger.” 

As a result the daily four or 
five hours' mat work is aug¬ 
mented with weight training 
and running. Howey is 68kg 
on the scales. France and 
Belgium are Britain's most 
likely rivals for a place on. the 
medal podium, bet .foe emer¬ 
gence of South Korea and 
Cuba is giving Howey some 
cause for conoern. 



Howey w31 try to add to a glittering array of medals at the European championships 


“In judo, you strip at foe 
weigh-in and some people 
seem to have musdes where 
they shouldnX” she said. “It’s 
depres sin g, but all you can do 
is get on and do your best At 
every major competition, the 
gold medallist and one oth¬ 
er, is drug-tested. In this 
country, they come to squad 
training and can knock on 
your door at any time." 

Howey believes that wom¬ 
en's judo is only just getting 
over its last self-inflicted 
controversy of 1992, when 


Roy Inman, the Britain wom¬ 
en's coach of 15 years, was 
dismissed immediately after 
tbe Barcelona Olympic 
Games He continues to 
coach Howey. “We had a 
good Olympics, winning four 
medals.” she said. “NeO Ad¬ 
ams came in and although 
he’s a nice guy and brilliant 
judo player, he wasn't that 
much of a coach. We had a 
bad Olympics at Atlanta and. 
as a result the numbers of 
judo players dropped a bit” 
Howey, 24, estimates that 


training at the Camberiey 
Judo Centre, in Surety. 

ahead of foe trip to Spain In 
effect we’re all professional 
now." Howey said. “I was 
able to give up my part-toe 
job as a VDU operator. The 
girls come from all over the 
country, so there's a tot of 
expense and travelling." 

perhaps the managing di¬ 
rector of Twinings read 
Howey’s tea-leaves; the com¬ 
pany has provided her with a 
sponsored car since 1993. “I 
have a Rover 414 every year." 
she said. "They are an Ando¬ 
ver company, which is where 
I come from, and they’re very 
good to me. They’ll cany on 
giving me a car until foe 
Sydney Olympics in 2000-“- 
Which is when Howey is 
considering hanging up her 
gi — foe white, pyjama-like 
uniform worn for comprii- 
tion. “I've said that could 
possibly be it though they've 
brought judo in for -the 
Commonwealth Games in 
2002 . which might be tempt¬ 
ing." she said. 

“Ill be 27 in Sydney, winch 
is quite young to retire,: but, 

‘Howey is the 
best That is. 
official, whether 
you know 
her name or not* 


on foe other hand, there’s 
more to life than just judo." 
Her next move is likely to 
involve coaching, possibly in 
France. “Judo is big news out 
there," she said. “I won the 
world championships in Par¬ 
is last October in front-of 
15.000 spectators. Their play¬ 
ing membership is more than 
a million and some of tftrir 
top players are nxfllionaircs. 
One of them. David Douiuri, 
is also a film star, ifS'way- 
different to here." 

Common among all judo 
players, rich or otherwise, is 
the likelihood of injury 
Howey has suffered a frac¬ 
tured collarbone, bad bade, 
sore knees and broken fin¬ 
gers. Her trademark thnJw, 
something akin to a Super 
League rugby tackle, usually 
ensures that the opponents 
fare worse. 

“Everybody knows it’s com¬ 
ing, but they underestimate 
how fast I can get down to 
players." grab the legs." she said. Tve 

* The seven wom e n tn foe—caught foe bestin-foe^vorifo 
Britain squad are all on with it" Now Howey isfthe 
National Lottery grants and best. That is official, whether 
have just completed a week’s you know her name or not. 


there are between 10.000 and 
15,000 women now taking 
part in tbe sport m Britain 
and insisted that the top 
players are, once again, 
among the best “Diane Bell 
a former double world cham¬ 
pion, is the Great Britain 
coach. The atmosphere in foe 
squad is excellent and we 
have some good young 


DANCE SPORT 


War of the words 
on ballroom floors 


By Runt Gledhill 


TRADITIONALISTS have 
rebelled against the political- 
ly-correct terminology that is 
stalking dancers in the coun¬ 
try’s ballrooms. A confusing 
plethora of terms such as 
“modem” “English style", 
“international style" and 
“dance sport” are now in use 
to describe an activity once 
known simply as “ballroom 
dancing”. 

Now members of the Inter¬ 
nationa] Dance Teachers 
Association, which has 6,000 
teachers on its books, are 
refusing to use the most recent 
term, “standard”, having vot¬ 
ed to revert to the traditional 
term, “ballroom" 

Tbe association is one of foe 
most influential of foe ball¬ 
room dance bodies world¬ 
wide. Its derision, which flies 
in tbe face of trends else¬ 
where, is likely to be seen as a 
challenge to a growing Euro¬ 
pean influence. 

“Standard" was- adopted 
about a year ago by foe 
International Dance Sport 
Federation, the German- 
based amateur body, 'to 
describe foe five ballroom 
dances of waltz, tango, Vien¬ 
nese waltz, foxtrot and quick¬ 
step. Until then, these were, 
known by many as the “mod¬ 
ern" dances, to differentiate 


them from the Latin dances of 
rumba, jive, cha-charcha, 
samba and paso doblL But 
many of tbe 500,000 people 
who go social dancing each 
week had only just become 
accustomed to “modem". 

George Coad, dance studio 
principal and president of the 
IDTA. said: “Members’ views 
were quite strong. No one 
knew what ‘standard’ meant 
It didn’t mean anything to our 
customers but ballroom 
does," He said “standard” 
bad been used in the exam 
syllabus, medal tests and oth¬ 
er papers for about a year, 
“but the reaction was so 
strong we dropped It”. 

The confusion is illustrated 
at the Open British dance 
festival later this month, when 
nearly ZOOO couples will com¬ 
pete in a week of contests for 
the most prestigious trophies 
in the dance sport world. Just 
182 British couples have 
entered, compared to 1,419 
foreign couples. 

The trophies for the two top 
ballroom events, which date 
from 1931. refer to foe contests 
as “ballroom dancing" cham¬ 
pionships. The festival pro¬ 
gramme follows suit but the 
timetable refers to the same 
events as foe “modern" 
championships. 


GOLF 


Caddie leaves Ballesteros 


SEVERIANO BALLESTEROS 
has parted company with his 
caddie. Not the sort of story to 
stand with foe likes of The 
Wall Street Crash or foe Rape 
of foe Sabine Women, admit¬ 
tedly — they occurred only 
once each, while Ballesteros 
has a history of discarding 
bag-men more often than 
some people change their 
socks. Be that as it may, this 
particular conclusion of a 
working arrangement is a 
little unusual in that this time 
the caddie has dismissed the 
player. 

Ballesteros's bag has been 
carried this season by Camer¬ 
on Ferguson, a 19-year-old 
native of Brisbane, who was 
recommended to him by Fer¬ 
nando Roca, Ballesteros’s fel¬ 
low Spaniard. Ballesteros was 
casting around for a new 
Sherpa and Roca said that foe 
young Australian had worked 
for him and had impressed 
him. Ballesteros made contact 
with Ferguson and the deal 
was done. 

The partnership has not 
lasted long and has ended 
because Ferguson says that he 
lacks the motivation to work 
for Ballesteros. It is a far cry 
from a few years ago, when 
Ballesteros was one of the 
bags to covet although the 
man who worked with foe 
Spaniard knew that he was 
not in for an easy ride. 

Ballesteros was, and still is, 
legendarity demanding and 


From Mel Webb 

IN SANTA PONSA. MAJORCA 

many axe the stout yeomen 
who have been left as but 
broken reeds, their confidence 
shattered into countless frag¬ 
ments. Now it has gor to the 
point where a youthful Austra¬ 
lian says he “lacks motiva¬ 
tion” to work for Ballesteros 
and has returned to a compa¬ 
triot Matthew Goggin, for 
whom he worked wth some 
success last year. 

How are the mighty fallen 
in the Balearic Open, which 
starts here today — Ballesteros 
is having his burden borne 
this week by a local caddie 
called Adrian, which seems a 
strange name for a Spaniard, 
but that might be a yam for a 
slow news day. 



Ballesteros: dismissed 


That said. Ballesteros was 
making all the right noises 
yesterday, claiming that he*is 
going into the tournament in 
decent form and reasonably 
good heart “My confidence is 
recovering step by step." he 
said. “Targets? Well. I have 
won many things but not 
everything. There is always 
something to be won. Golf is 
still my sport my job and my 
passion, l still love competing." 

So does Bernhard Langer. 
foe other name of cosmic 
significance playing here, who 
will be partnering Ballesteros 
today and is sure to attract 
partisan support from foe 
huge German holiday contin¬ 
gent in these parts. 

Langer is still in the early 
stages of forging a relation¬ 
ship with a new chib manufac¬ 
turer and it is proving more 
than a little fraught- Fdr 12 
years, Langer played with 
Wilson clubs, but now he has 
hitched his colours oh to the 
Ping gravy train. He is not, he 
admits, finding it particularly 
easy. 

“I am using a new set here 
this week made of shunless 
steel, which is tighter than foe 
nickel I was using,"hesaid. “I 
will use them in a couple of 
weeks-to see how they per¬ 
form.” With which he was off 
to find Peter Coleman, his 
faithful caddie. The two have 
worked together for donkey's 
years — no lack of motivation 
there. 


WHEN YOU BREAK DOWN 

WHO’LL BE THERETO 

PROTECT 

YOU AND YOUR 

FAMILY? 


...THATSTHEJOBOFTHEAA 


£41 


At The AA we put people first, because 
with Personal Membership you are the 
member, not the car. Our patrols are expertly trained 
to look after our members, their passengers and the 
vehicle. Even if you are travelling in someone else's 
car you can still call on us for help. With the world's 
largest patrol force, we fix more cars at the roadside 
than anyone else. 

TO OUR MEMBERS WE’RE THE 

4th EMERGENCY SERVICE 
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R ACING: NO OBJECTIONS AS BAILEY LANDS CAREFULLY PLANNED GAMBLE IN TOTE CHESTER CUP 

Silence In Court catches judge’s eye 


SPORT 45 


NINETY NINE years ago an 
adolescent boy abandoned hfe 

olSfr 0 "* 5' aUced 14 Rules to 
Chester and watched a day’s 

^6 from the ancient city 
wails. He vowed that one day 

rSJSISHSi rerurn to Win the 
Chester Cup. and i n lots Steve 
Dproghue did precisely that. 

Hilf of Ha «: 

HjIL "This IS the greatest day 

of my life,” he said. “I cannot 

keep my eyes from the spot 

W T? i broke to the 

world, looking down on the 
racecourse. You can under¬ 
stand that winning the Cup is 
more to me than winning the 
Derby-” On the same ancient 
turf yesterday, Alan Bailey 
rould tell you exactly how the 
the great jockey felt. 

In landing what is known as 
an old fashioned gamble. Si¬ 
lence In Court confirmed his 
trainer an authentic local 
hero. Bailey, based down the 
road at Tarporley. had al¬ 
ready won the race once, with 
Old Hubert in 1988. But there 
was no mistaking that yester¬ 
day's race represented the 
pinnacle for a shrewd and 
able man who has never 
shared the affectations of 
many rivals. 

Bailey had decided back in 
the autumn that he could win 
the race with Silence fn Court, 
despite the fact that, before 
yesterday, injury had restrict¬ 
ed the horse to just one race in 
three years. "Last October. ] 


By Chris McGrath 

said to the owner that we 
should go for this race." Bailey 
said. 

"He didn't want to run, but 
after 1 entered the horse. I 
talked him into it. 1 told him 
the race dosed the following 
day. so we had to decide 
whether to go for it, although 
it had actually closed a week 
earlier and 1 had already 
entered him. Then I talked 
him into backing Silence In 
Court at 16-1. 1 love having a 
winner here, and 1 knew on 
Sunday I had him spot cm. 
When he's ready, he's a really 
horrible horse, so I was 
delighted when he squealed, 
whipped round and had a real 
go at me." 

Everything went like dock- 
work for those who had 
backed the winner from 
around 11-1 in the morning 
down to 13-2, the packed 
stands mesmerised as the big 
field of stayers circled the 
Roodeye. Emerging intact 
from the brawl at ihe home 
turn. Allan Mackay pushed 
Silence In Court into the lead 
at the furlong pole and assert¬ 
ed a two-length advantage 
oyer Tumpole. with the out¬ 
rider, Leonato. a plucky third. 

If Bailey was grinning like a 
Cheshire cat, however. Barry 
Hills remains the big cheese 
of this most intimate and 
charming of British race¬ 
courses. A double yesterday 
took Hills past Sir Jack Jarvis 


as the leading post-war trainer 
at this meeting, his star turn 
being High And Mighty in the 
Shad well Stud Cheshire Oaks. 

Dairy JJ Holland took 
charge of proceedings after the 
field had pottered through the 
first half of the race, and his 
mount stayed on stoutly to 
beat Rambling Rose by sue 
lengths. Though she showed 
her inexperience and will as¬ 
suredly improve, there is plen¬ 
ty of 20-1 about High And 
Mighty for the Vodafone 
Oaks. 

Hills will raise the roof if he 
can saddle Further Flight to 
win the Ormonde Stakes on 
today's card. There is no more 
popular Flat horse in training 
than the apparently inex¬ 
haustible 12-year-old. who 
seems to have been around 
since Donoghue*s day, but 
looked as vigorous as ever at 
Nottingham last month. "We 
could do with some rain,” 
i-fiJls said. "The older he gets, 
the more he needs to get his toe 
in. But it looks within his 
reach, and I’m very happy 
with him." 

□ Richard Guest puts his 
riding career to the test today. 
He has declared that he will 
retire if the Jockey Club disci¬ 
plinary committee fails to 
overturn the verdict of the 
Perth stewards' that he foiled 
to secure the best possible 
placing on This Is My Life in a 
selling hurdle on April 23. 



THUNDERER 
2.20 Long Bond. 2£0 Spring Beacon. 3.20 Kass 
Athawa. 3J5Q Poco. 4.20 One To Go. 4.50 Senate. 


GOING: STANDARD DRAW: NO ADVANTAGE SIS 


2.20 MAGNOLIA HANDICAP 

(3-Y-O: £2.364:1m 4f) (8 runners) 


I OS-4 BLUB’RMT59(V.BF)Loriftnbegdon9-7_ D Uniterm 8 

Z 2-43 LDN6 BOND 24 M Jutrattn 9-7_ PRotJtoson 5 

3 0-30 DafrARDU30JEtf*m9-7_J Tate 7 


4 00-0 USC0TEX13MW£MatwB-8. 


SFkmmml 


5 0043 ns FOR LAGS 14 J Whvmn 7-13_AMOK* [ 7 ] 2 

6 00-5 SHCEGM.7MP Bans 7-12___ A McCarthy (3) B 

7 6501 TRAKEUM10(D.S)HKoffndw)7-10(Sort-jtitaM 

8 2434 RIVER FRONTIER 30 M USher 7-10__ P Doe (5) 3 

3-1 Lore Bond. 7-? BknpM, 4-1 Detente, Totefcr. 6-1 time Fa Ugn. 12-1 
Rnb fate*. IM DcsoTn. 25-1 Spice GM. 


2.50 


CAMELLIA STAKES (3-Y-0; £2,343:1m) (B) 


1 3414 AUHBI RHSEKT 77 P taken B-7 ___ _ CUlMher<3)7 

2 4611 KllAKNEY JAZZ 66 (BCD) N Lttmndm 9-5 A McCWly (3) B 

3 04-0 RVERfLDSTAR 10 J Beny 6-13_ G&WG 

4 2500 SHAWMMCEV37(VXD)McsHitaanley6-11 PMc&te(3)3 

5 3530 SUM PMORIFMJL Ham B-7-SSnfen2 

5002 SPRING BEACON / C Alee M-ItaitnDrarS 

jq£oi 


(HD FUME 17 P EOton 8-0. 


6 0000 WOODUUOS PRDE ID M ChpnaB 7-12-SCason (7) 4 

7-4 Mtotwr Jen. 4-1 Ante Regent 9-2 Ryefeid Sar. 6-1 Site) Begem. 7-1 
SUn Pnor. 10-1 SlopMo*ey- 00-' «w*ands Pit*. 33-1 Putwe. 


3.20 

1 0110 

2 0(H) 

3 3240 

4 10-1 

5 4(H) 
B 4505 


PETUNIA HANDICAP (£3,106:71) (14) 

R WJiteiSO-IS-S Sanders 5 

IS 


0440 
8 0000 
9 7M 
10 2262 

11 4504 

12 2504 

13 4530 

14 5426 
9-2 Kayo. 11 
ftinapte Boy. 


MR FROSTY 31 _ 

SEAVAMAI1E31 tC) S Bwring 4-0-9-C Team (3) 10 

FAYM 54 (B) J WtHtMl 4-9-8-PfM*BOi12 

KAYO 10 (C.F.S) T Bhannoion 3-9-7 (6«)-R Codeane 6 

KAOEY GODDESS 19 (ft RAnnsbano 5-9-6-RPitaB 

I.D.F.G) 0 Murray Snrti 6-9-1 C Lmrtw [3JU 


X Bute 4-9-f-B Catalan ()) 8 

- D Bk) 


DBBRAE 121 
CHALUZ 59 (C 

KOMASTA 28 (Vi)) AOs G (toes 4-6-6 _ 

SALFORD LAD 28 6 Waoo 4-6-5-P»4BWBy4 

CHEERFUL GROOM 12 (Dfl ll 9» 7-8-1 AMcGrtiy(3)Z 
KASS ALHAWA 6 (C.D.F.G) D Ctapnan 5-8-0 — J(ttn14 
PRINCIPAL. BOY 33 [CD.OS] J Gtow 884) . F Norton 1 

AWES0IC VBfTURE 16 (S) M Ctapmai 8-7-11 S (tern (7) 13 

ROCHEA 48 Mrs N Lbcztfcy 4-7-10--M B*d P) 3 

2 Mbs Altana, 6-1 U Frostv, 6-1 Fain. 10-1 CheaW ftoom. 
12-1 Sea ft Mete. IWey Goddess. 14-1 omen. 


3.50 TULIP STAKES (2-Y-O: £2,427:50 (11) 

1 BWVALE P Hasten 8-10 --...-C Lowfterp) 11 

2 CYR0 MJzrvt 8-7 -P ftltesno 5 

3 43 JACKIE'S BABY 7 W 6 M Tima B-7.. T Spate 1 

4 4 POCO 10 M damn 8-6-- Pa4 Eddery < 

5 33 THED0NK 19(BF) B toftweBB-5 - taaHftn*P)3 

6 new MOTION Mr; GRaesB-4--DgOBS 

7 ABB£ BUIEYES M W Ea&ray 62- Dalaajson7 

8 00 CASHW9BFailing8-1 —--. -•3 

g 4 CLASSYABSTONE21 PEvans81 AMoCartiyp)6 

10 6 PASHA30NTirideia-1-- W"L™a2 

11 RISK 0AEFARTHHGJ Bony8-1- BCmerB 

7-2 Rb* 0* fadtang. 4-1 M&'i Bmy. 5-( CjTO Rico. Classy AteWB. 8-17* 
Dank 12-1 AUW Bteyes. 16-1 ate? 

4.20 BEGONIA SELUNG STAKES (£1,918:61) (9) 


1 1043 ICE AGE 40 (BJFCOfl FtWjtaTO 4-9-10-■■ OBjjgT 

2 5064 BOFEY 7 (C.Df.Gl fl Beujh 5-9-5 "PKMOtj 

3 -000 CAPTAH CARAT 7 7-9-5 ^-JWmB 

4 0070 ENOAM SAM 57 H IBmotlai 5-9-5 — A Ato nqpy g) 3 

5 0203 THE FT0SXY FARMER 7 (D.S) N 6 M Tana 89-5 CL wrte |3) 6 

6 0 OANW 7 JL Hart, 5-98 —- ..S Sates T 

7 (HJ5 BON SGZLE 9 J Farchwe 3^-9-- 

8 Z-40 ONE TO 60 7 J Beny 3-M 

g 6-00 WCCOJjQ CAT1V0 10 (fl Mrc G Roc 3-B-4 — -— F Ham 5 

S-2 tee Age. 4-1 Ptafllo MMj. m Tta iMr 
S i»y. One Jo Go 10- ) Endar) ami Bon Stale. 20-1 Damn 

4.50 FREESIA HANDICAP (£2.343:5f) (12) 


run ptraCATO 12(DJ=) RiWBams4-10-0 ... - 0Grtfnmsffl \ 

s sggi 

s BSaSSBSBSS?— -“k; 

DON SS«ATE17IBipShs.«4W -BcSmB 

450- SUPBW015 an n iteL»Bd 8W - 

- s g. jaa ■ 

3 ^ SSSaEntaDlap-w-".-J“"/ 


nnilRSE SPECIALISTS 


‘js ynjiaMis-. 
sis »■ f jsriTiSf*" c " dI "' M 

tan 154. HOI. Pan Eddery. 8 fcom ft 

HAMILTON INK L » 

75 . 0 %: J PMC *,4 5 |* j&iSb. 33 hwn 169 . 195 % 


THUNDERER 

2.00 Knotty Hill. 2^0 Dynamic Dancer. 3.00 Lucy 
Tufty. 3.30 Tequila 4.00 Winston. 4.30 Henry The 
Hawk. 

Timekeeper’s top rating: 4.00 WINSTON. 

GOING: GOOD TO SOFT DRAW: 5F-6F. HIGH BEST SIS 


2.00 NEWMARKET NAKED OAT SCOTTISH 
SPRINT STAKES (Amateur: £2.696:6f 5yd) (14 runners) 

1 |9) 1515 R0BRU0N 10 pf.6) Ms L State 7-11-13 


>Nnby-Vr 
11-7 WFteran 


faces* (5) 


UaS 

f!0) 4000 OWSE BOY 4 (V.CDAS) N 8ynul 811 _ 

(6) 0060 OCTANT KING 7 G KeHy S-ll-7_R Cbik (7) 

ll) OM RIEINK38JHsIOsne4-11-7.. CWfcon 

(3) 504 KL0SLAD 6 (D.F.S) I Sample 811-7 .. CRansen 
( 11 ) 4020 KNOTTY HU 6R Cams 6-11-7 .... UssNCragB 
(ID 3445 LEBHCH0FJH?3(aff)Jrtms9.tl-7.. UaAHm&iT) 

(1$ (HD MYSTICRMG28 (DJF. 6 J 9 ) J tbkBne8-11-7 BSbsonlS) 

(7) 44-0 RAPOMOICR38AS]DN<te 11-11-7 IftsDCanaP) 
Pftn* 6-11-7 Mrs L Pearce 

RMdbkr 5-11-4 
MsCtHtaDBlS) 

(2) 4606 BOLBS HOURS 36 JEja 4-11-4_Mbs D Janes 

(5) OM JOnra.JOY12BBugh4-u-4__CWton(7) 

(4] 266 UARJ0RE ROSE lT£j).G) A BaSey 5-11-4 

Mbs B Gateaise (5) 

7-2 Knotty HI. 4-1 StyUi Ways. 5-1 Msrjone Rose. 6-1 RoOelte. 13-2 Leigti 
Cnte. 14-1 Crape Boy. Arete MgWmare Endless Hours. 26-1 Dtes 


(12) 030- STYUSH WAYS 187&G.S) J Pent 1 
(B) 0050 ANODO NKTTMAffi 4 (CD/.fii) f 


30 


2.30 


TATTB1SALLS STAKES 
(2-Y-O: £3,436:5f 4yd) (7) 


3 0YNAMCDANCER26JJ01MI6-5 

6STGEANTYDRX CSnRi83- 

642 CALICO LADY 16 W Kemp 8-2_ 

5 RWG OF LOWE 9 M Bel 8-2_ 


TBCRAMBITALDHeidn Jones 6-2. 
BE1fia£Y MONKEY JBeny 7-12 — 
00 SHARP RHYTHM 13 MJcftHon 7-12 


wseggk 
_ QDtdiekl 

_J Coral 

_ M Fenton 

— A Mackey 
. PFesaey Gu 
_TWtoams 


64 


82 Cater Lady. 4-1 Rtng 0 Low. Bonder Montey. 61 Dynartc ftror. 
T rnejuaUd . 61 Sharp Rhytm. 12-1 Sente* York. 


3.00 JOHN HIGGINS WORLD SN00KQI 
CHAMPION SELLING HANDICAP (£2,346:1m 41) (9) 

(31 0006 FOOUSHFLUTTB? 14(RG)RBtenat46-10 GDtMd 

(1)461 LUCYTUTY24) (0j) J Pearce 7-94-APoN(5) 

f3) m fiQR&MARTS3BIIM069-6-ACutaane 


(71 662 FORTYUWE14NflDMetoB363-JCanrJI 

(4) -400 SiOTLECOCKtt®0Ctenae7610 PFesseyP) 

(81 -638 BURLESQUE26J Betted 4-8-10-MFentan 

P) -460 HITCHES LADY 4 (CJ5) R lUCefiar 8-69 _ TMtom 

(6) 046 KlEYtlON28PMonialk569-OPem 


(5) 063 NSCMQS1Y 8 (B) WMdtaMP 365-ACM 

5-2 Lucy TiNy. 7-2 Fony Loee. 61 Foafch FU», wee (May. 161 SudacoO. 
Buteapm. 161 Huuhte: Lady. Breydm. 36i FtarlaiaL 

3.30 BELLSHtlL MHHAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (3-Y-0: £2,801:1m If) (5) 

1 (4) 2-23 Dl MATTED 42 B Hsntny B 6 -J Stack ESI 

2 (3) 022- FRENCH CONNECTION 246 J Berry 60-J Carrol i4 

3 (5) 63 LEMON BUDGE 24 J Hits 9-0—__ ACM 74 

4 ( 1 ) 4 TEQIALA16 L Cura* 9-0-R Ffcenoii 75 

5 (2) 06 71* PS3ALER ROCK 7 R Craws 60 — A Colrano 47 

7-4 Tequlta. 62 A fcfcdeo. 7-2 French CrnMton. Lemon Bnflga. 561 The 
Pedate node. 


4.00 SUNDAY MAIL HANDICAP 

(£3,648; 1m 65yd) (14) 


|4) 060 BEST OF ALL 4t (B.DJ&S) J Berry 6106 RFtarch 

(7) 006 PHDEOFPENDLE 13MWane6160 JCmrS 
(6) 502- ASOTN272(0F.G)DH»dQJones7-M . Al 

(8) 006 DC LAMST0N WORM 230 (Fl D Snddi 4-68 W 
(T4) 460 AT0MC SHELL 51 Us A SMOhent 567 — Gl 

(2) 8126 Z0RBA4 (YjC.G5) J tHcno.4-96-HK 

13} 2-26 STIWNLBSUjmiASlJGaliter-W.. Jl 
(10) 211B DME0F«6HT*(BFlJEyie56B.- ACutane 

[12] 306 HMSTIW183(D.Q)JBelheO5-8-4. ACM 

(51 065 WAGGAMOON 108MBttah464-RFmnerQ 

(13) 006 SAMSfCn07RFtey4-7-10-PFestevP) ™ 

(9) 600 GRAND H0TH. 6 R UcKetai 6-7-10-TWHams 66 

(1) -300 SWBET NOTE 4 Mbs L Perot 4-7-10— JMcAtfgy(7) 49 

(ill 0030 BALiYIQSSA»eai2JNByew#67-10— Stttfmey 40 

76 rone n'Hgll 62 Stomtes. 61 Astern. 7-1 W*BUn. 61 The Ijmtam 
Wtern. 161 Bed tt Al, Pnda 01 penfc. 12-1 ottm. 



4.30 CLYDE VALLEY HANDICAP (£2.416' 5f) (14) 

1 (14) 0010 HAMHVfS USHER gp/ASIBBaudi 66-10 G MM 

2 (5] 460 HYPE SUPERfflR B (Bi A Bteey 696-AlfaOW 

3 ( 11 ) 2003 SU(C0TTAfiE6(PJ1RBtemen663 HBaAnan{5] 

4 (12) 630 BffP-ai 13(0)4l*SLP«nad4-M-— TWBams 

5 110) 3063 GBeULBUAiWl9(BJ3)JBaUng590 JEdmete 

6 (51 0005 PALUUM 1 SXO^D Note 1660 — KSted<5] 

7 (3) BIZI BALLANTRAE B0Y1 (D£) J firtfc 4-62 J HcArdey (7) 

& (7) 4003 HBKY THE HAYW 16 M Pods 7-8-8 _ A Or* 

g [4] -1D0 KB0RY68P.GS)DOterai7-W ... . ACatae 

10 (9) S50 TOM 13 J Material 3-64 ---R/TmA 

11 H3) 0040 TAKE NOTICE 7M«S* 564- JCaM 

12 n» 062 HARVEVS FUTURE BP GBIOte <66- 

13 (B) 600 RAET1* COWQRL1 (COJ.tS) D Nate 5-7-12 

Pfeseyffl 

14 (3 006 SUNDAY MAE TOO 246 (CO AS) Mss L PM 67- 12 

N luonay 

61 Henry The HaA 7-1 SB Cocgc. Hanofr Futee. 
FqujUm. 161 Hype Svpena. Bi-Em. i2-i otes 


4-1 BaSdrtra* 
Hamah's Uste. 


BUNKBTED FIRST TIMS: HarrtBon Park: 4 00 Zorba 
Scwthwefl: 250 Btueprwii 3.20 Kaley Goddess. 4 50 Ltmeisong, 



Silence In Court lands the Chester Cup yesterday. Photograph: Hugh Routledge 


Ziggy’s Dancer to step in 


CHESTER 
CHANNEL4 

2.10: Erupt, turned out under 
a penalty after last week’s 
success at Musselburgh, may 
have improved for his new 
trainer. But he was ridden 
from behind there, and such 
tactics could create difficulties 
from what would otherwise 
be a favourable draw. The 
front-running Cantina repre¬ 
sents a stable that excels here, 
while I Cant Remember did 
not stay a longer trip on the 
meeting's first day. Albert 
The Bear thrives round these 
bends and is onfy 21b higher 
than when beating Nomore 
Mr Niceguy here last June. 
That rival, who is running 
into form, could gain his 
revenge at the weights, but 
they have effectively ex¬ 
changed draw advantage this 
time. 

2.40: This has the makings of 
a muddling race and Simon 
Whitworth should perhaps 
seize the initiative on 
Scorned, whose stamina is 
proven. A progressive son of 
that excellent sire, Selkirk; he 
has run away with two races 
this spring, albeit on rather 
softer ground. Prolix, second 
in the Royal Lodge, repre¬ 
sents a trainer with a superb 



TODAY'S RACES 
ON TELEVISION 


record in this race but he is 
very keen and might not 
relish a test at the trip. 
Mushraaf — who did not 
especially convince under 
pressure at Nottingham any¬ 
way — is another venturing 
into unknown territory. Tri¬ 
dent also pulled hard on his 
reappearance and would 
probably improve for a stron¬ 
ger pace:- 

3.10: Palio Sky and Memorise 
are stepped up in distance, 
which could suit the two of 
them, who have not always 
done things particularly 
quickly. By the same token, 
they- might not relish this 
dizzy circuit, whereas this is 
very much a home game for 
the amazing Farther Flight 
Now 12. he was ridden posi¬ 
tively when winning a small 
race at Nottingham on his 


reappearance. Similar tactics 
might be advisable here as he 
needs a true test at this trip — 
it was very soft 4vhen he was 
narrowly denied in this last 
year — and rain would help. 
The lightly raced Riyadian 
looked ready for further when 
keeping on over ten furlongs 
on his reappearance, while 
Redbridge is the dark horse, 
having notched a decent time 
when enjoying what was al¬ 
most a solo gallop at Wolver¬ 
hampton. 

3.40: A number of course 
winners tackle Superior Pre¬ 
mium, who is running into 
form but. barring plenty of 
rain, may lade the zip to profit 
from his plum draw. Ziggy's 
Dancer is 81b better off with 
Swino for his recent beating 
at Thirsk, and has the draw 
(and jockey} to reverse that 
form and register his third 
success here. Westcourt Mag¬ 
ic, unable to dominate at 
Ripon, may be taken on by 
Dancethenightaway this 
time. The Gay Fox'S win at 
Sandown owed much to his 
favourable draw, but Rudd’S 
Pet has shaped well for his 
new connections and must be 
monitored despite his outside 
berth. 

Chris McGrath 


YESTERDAY S RESULTS 


Chester 

Going; good 

2.10 (BI 18yd) 1. BLUNDELL LANE (D 
Sweeney. 12-1); 2, Marion Mona (K 
Fallon. 10-11: 3. Mantes Ftate (N Day. 
B-1); 4, Magfc Rainbow (M Fenton, 10-0- 
ALSO RAN; 7 p-tev Fart Franc, Torrent 
(6lh). 8 Branson Berry, 12 Bus Kite (5th). 
12 CararrtD, 12 Five Of Spades. 14 Only 
For GoM. 16 Haaronly Abstone. 2D 
Demolition Jo. 20 M«s Vivien. 20 Plpa 
Song. 25 hchakxig. 16 ran. 41.1*1.1*1. 
sh fid. 1141. A Jamb a DidcaL Tote- 
C1910; £320. S3.TO. £2 AO. £320 OF: 
E227.30. Trio: £56080 CSF. £11347. 
TncaSL £865.53 

2v40 (51 16yd) 1. BOOFAR1 MUKA [M 
fawj.a.cc ' ' ■ 


Hite, 5-4 tav). 2. Conwy Lodge (KI 
5-1); 3. Ftoyal Origlna rr Oiinn, 6-1). 
ALSO RAN: 13-2 Ace Of Partes (4th), 10 
Landtcan Lane (6th). 12 Mytfon's Mo¬ 
ment. Parisian Blue. 20 James Dee (5th). 
25 Nathan’s Hero, 33 Jurt Orange, w 
ran W, hd. 1 v&l. 161, ll. B Has at 
Lamboum. Tote. £2.00: £1.10. (2.40. 
£210 DF: £7 20 Trto: £14.10. CSF: 
£7.40. 

3.10 f2m 2f 147yd) 1. SILENCE IN 
COURT (A Mactey, 13-2): 2. Tumpole (A 
Cutiane. 6-1): 3. Leonato [J F Egan. 
33-1): 4. (Syrian (T Quinn. 161). ALSO 
RAN. 11-2 tav Top Cees, 8 Daio Siar, 9 
Forrae, 10 High Intrigue. Ivor's Flutter, 12 
Mimsk (5th), 16 Slate Fair, waked. 20 
Cloud Inspector. OU Rouvel, 2S Flirting 
Around. 50 Candte Smite. Genera 
Assembly (6th), Sharazan. IB ran. 2). m. 
1 fcl. 1 Ml, Jsl. A Bafley at Tarporiey Tale: 
£640: £160. EL20, £7J». £4.10. DF: 
£2050. Tito £484.90. CSF- £4058. 
Tricast £1.129 77. 

3.45 [ 1 m 3( 79yd) 1. HIGH AND LOW (D 
HoAand. 61). 2. RambBng Rasa (M J 
Kinane. 136 lav): 3. Due Saute (K 
Dsrtey. 61). ALSO RAN: 7 Attractive 
Crown (4th). 12 Akanta (5th). Aicsvia 
(6th), 16 O'Keiy, 20 Sharp Sarah. B ran. 
6L 41. 41, 31. 2KL B HHe al Lamboun. 
Tote. £4.70. £1 70. £1.10. £150. DF: 
£320 CSF: E9 72 

4.15 (71 2yd) 1. ENCHANT (W R 
Swnbum, 61): 2. Aloha Dancer (D 
Hotertd. 7-2). 3. Musical Twist (Pat 
Eddery, ii-a tav). ALSO RAN: 9 Yano- 
maml. 11 Bueberry Parkas. Forest Call 
(4th). 25 Rewartfe |5th). 40 Lawless 


Bridget ffite). B ran. NR Ashtoigh Baker. 
Hd. 51.4l.4(.ltl.MStouteetNewmakia. 
Tote: £5.80; EI.BU £130. £1.10. DF: 
£10.80. Trto: £3.90. CSF: £17^7 
4.45 (im 4166yd) 1. WGH AND MIGHTY 
(R Ffrench. 1D-1); Z Dutch Lad (D Bi^. 
12-1): 3. Cinder HHta U Quinn. 13^. 
ALSO RAN: 7-2 far todhiaai. 4 Noble 
Demand (5te), 11-2 Bavwiai (4th). 15-2 
Bombastic (Sh). 12 Glory Of Grosvenor, 


18 Speaks s Chair. 20 Neskhi. 33 Lord 
Warlord. 11 ran. Kt, Mil 2bl. 21. DM. J 
Gooden at Newmarket Tote: £13.70. 
£2.90. £4^0. £1J0 DF: £22630. Trto: 
£158.70. CSF: £115.72. Trioaat £774.09. 
Jackpot not won (pool Of C9.7M28 
canted forward to Chester today]. 
Ptacepofc £83.10. Quad pot E23J5U 

Musselburgh 

Going; good 

200 (5Q 1. THORNABY GIRL [J Carol. 
5-1): 2, Red Symphony (P Fessey. 11-4); 
3, Granny Helen (Date Gfoaon, 10-1). 
ALSO RAN: 5-6 lw Btsojahra Event (4th), 
12 Tancrad Aims (6th). 66 Somds Swart 
15th) 6 ran. NR: Petite Sabo. Hd. 21. a 
IKi. BI. T Barron at THirak. Tote: £6.50: 
£4.70, E4^0. DF: £950 CSF: £16.13. 


RICHARD EVANS 


Nap: Gee Bee Dream 
(2.10'Chesier) . . 
Gee Bee Dream returned to 
form.-wtb an ernj^iatic five-' 
-feng&':vjctory over Stoppes 
rEjJsom recently and 
i Win>.fi^r«6 up off .a fair 
Jtodicap.iiuiiitlbr the in-fairn 
Alan'Jlscr^^^',- 

Next best: Edgy’s Dancer 
(3.40 Chester) 


0800444040 

(Mlnlnntm total invwlinwl P«r call SJO. Over IS s onl)i) 

FOR FIRST TIME TELEPHONE CALLERS 
staking S35 or more using Switch, Delta or 
^ Solo task or buOfisg ***** canto. 

w ^ -^*freebel is a *W Straight forecast on tbe 

w - 


Th furlong. Chwtm 2-Wpm. Liv#«iCH41V 

| Nomore Mr Nkeguy KES3 Midyan Queen 
I Star Invader 


|E20 Erupt 

Gee Bee Dream 
EZD Albert Tbe Bear 
trill Floating Charge 
CHE] Twin Creeks 
t P m Antarctic Storm 
CfeVAB Cantina 


'Ltrfiid Ursa Major 
mi-f£K Band On The Run 
iif-Wii Super Monarch 
wilil I Cant Remember 
unit Silvering 

Desert Lvnx 
Elite Hope 

K33D Brsvetieart 


Eite «ay One Ourav M odb a Dim l.z.3.4. Pkh fuMMt to taxnudpa 

*^*6 u p »UpiTtTMWVH» 1,0,1 n,1 " tr - iap M 

[LATCST OPUS OU MBm M TV BKT-Mwwwwmm] 


TO OPEN A 


g^pJ^COUNT FREEPHONE 0600 289 B92.WILL1AM HUL RULES APPLY PRICES SUBJECT TO FLUCTUATION. 


230 (1m 41) 1. FEARLESS BRAVE (J 
Fanning, 7-21, 2, Sranmerh* SpodaJ (T 
WSBams. evens far); 3, Rosad (T Slddrtl, 
7-1). ALSO RAN: 6 Anjou (5th). 10 Big 
Target (6th). 66 Thanks Kokh (4th). 6 ran. 
21. 61. Hi. 21. 271. C Thornton at 
MJddaham. Tote. £S£Q; £3.10, Cl.ia 
DF: £300. CSF: EBA1. 

3.00 (2m) 1. DALLY BOY (L Chamock, 
14-11: 2. All On fT SUdtdL 3-1): a 
Northern Mono (C Lowther. 7-1). ALSO 
RAN. 5-2 lav Slpsbeam. 8 Ncrteam 
Maestro, 10 Mr Morifflty (6th). U Unde 
Doug (5th). 16 Mariiapen. Notation. 
PartflflnpB Melon (4tfi). Ross fixate, 25 
Tancrad Mschief, Top Prize. 13 ran. Hd. 
1 HI. 3. %l. 2L T Earteitw rt hmon. Tote. 
£16.60: £3.00. £1.90. £520 DF: £2a«. 
Trier £57^0 CSF- £5554. TricasL 
£31022. 

035 (SO 1. BALLANTBAE BOY 
McAutey. 7-4 fav); 2, BowcflBe Grange 
Chamock, 3-1), 3. Gamock Vafey . 
Lowther. 7-2). ALSO RAN: 6 Another 
Episode rate). 12 PresareknenL 33 
PalDum Cm). Penny Whfetie (4th). 100 
Ragtime Cowgirl 8 ran 1i4t,3ral. IHLsh 
hd, 1HI J Gottfle at Kfinamock. To(b: 
£2.60: £1.10, £2.10. £1.50. DF: £3.40. 
CSF: 55.78 Tricast: £1251. 

4.06 (71 30yd) 1. OTCUTTEER (C 
Lowther. 4-1); 2, Sleepy Btaby (D Griffiths. 
50-1): 3. Howies Chocs (P Robteson. 
7-2). ALSO RAN 3 Najjar (5th). 7-2 Ginner 


SnoHfoals (4th). 33 Ngaera 
J Sharp Gayle (6th), whirt- 
5L HI. 31. Sit. 41. J Berry ffl 


DF: £120. CSF: 


Monte. 11-2 SnowbalB (4th). 33 
Pitocass. 50 Sharp ~ 
wind 9 ran. 

Codrarham. Tow: £4.20; £1.90, £3:70. 
£1.10. DF: £33850. Trio: £7330. CSF: 
£160.67. 

435 (1m) 1. GENUINE JOHN (L 
Chsmock, n-2); 2, knpulsivs Air (D 
Harrison, 6-1): 3. Cosmic Casa (D Wight 

9- 1). ALSO RAN: 5 fw Up In Ftenws. 7 
Feol A Ur*. 8 Tom Morgan (5th). 10 
wagos Moon (4te), 12 Dr Woodaock, 
Nkapen Rocks, 14 Tha Bamstey Brtte. 25 
Spanish Verifies. TcknUma (6th), 33 
Miletrtan City, 50 Anid The Stare. 14 ran. 
3HI. VL hd. hd. 1 tel. J Partes at Mation. 
Tote: £750: £210. £250. £330. DF: 
£32.60. CSF: £34.82 Tricast £28159. 
Trio. £26030 (part won; pool d £05.33 
carried forward to 4.40 Cheater today). 
Ptacepofc £2530. 

Quadpot £ 10 . 10 . 

Chepstow 

Going: good (good to soft in places) 
250 [2m 4(110yd hdle) 1. KBxide Lad 
Johnson, 1-2 fw). 2. Rainbow Star (3-T 
a Wrtk On By (IKS. 4 ran. 2Hl, 
Ntafwtson. Tote. Cl.50. 

£236. 

230 (2m 110yd htSel 1. BramblehiD 
Duke (S Kfily. 6-1); 2, Tmk^r (12-1): 3. 
Doveno (3-1 lav): 4. Macy (11-1). 16 ran. 
31. V.I MssVWIBarrK. Tote- £7 10. £130. 
£450. £130. £2.10. DF- £61.60. Trto: 
£11850. CSF: £7284 Trfcaefc £24850. 

350 (3m ch) i. Wefl Timed (C Maude. 

10- 1); 2. Ganort Pongo (13-2); 3. Fredcfie 
Muck (7-2 lav). 11 ran. SUM91. RFrost 
Tote. £17.10; £3.70. £220. E1.5a DF: 
£40.70. Trio: £4500. CSF: £68.89. 
THcasL £254.46. 

335 (2m 41110yd hdle) 1, Frartda Harry 
(A Schotes, 16-1); 2. hrert (9-2); 3. Not 
Forgotten (9-1) Woodstot* Wanderer 
6-4 lav. 12 ran. Dirt. HL A Canon Tote: 
£18 60: £2 70. £130. £250. DF' £107.40 
Trio: £16750. CSF: £8234 Trieast 
£64632. 

455 (3m ch) 1. Falsa Tail (Mr JTczard, 
64 tav); 2 Ow c nbw on (15-2); 3. Good 
LooWng Guy £5-1). 15 ran. NR: Raki 
Crazy 81. nd R Barber. Tote: £250: 
£130. £270, £430. DF: £8.00. Trio: 
r78m CSF: £11.89 

436 (3m hdle) 1, Grtatesori Jane (Mr J 
Tbzard. 11-2); 2. Huricane Hanks (14-1), 
3, Gleuum Q5-1): 4, Daring Bridge 
( 10 - 1 ). Sates tTie Day 11-4 tav. 18 ran. 21, 
1 *L P Nichols Tote: £530; £150. £330. 
£750. £3.40. DF: £64.80. Trto. £18330. 
CSF: £71 29. Trfcast £1.09838. 
Ptacepoc £0740. 

Quadpot £17.40. 

Uttoxeter 

Going: good 

530 (3m 21 ch) 1. Red ReM (Mr N 
lAfeon. 4-5 tav); 2. fasfy Felow (7-2); a 
Ledwvche G®e P-1J. 5 ran 161.1X1. T 
Watford. Tote: ST40. £110. £150. DF; 
El 50. CSF: £256. 

Wetherby 

Going: good 

655 (2m hdle) 1. Wand Sanctuary (R 
Thomfon. 5-4 tav); 2, Alcalal (9-4). 3. 
Freedom Chance (i2-i|. 13 ran. 2). 3L d 
ffichoteon. Tote- £2.40, £1.10. £1.80. 
£3.90. DF: £2.10. Trio: £12.00. CSF: 
£3.81. 



2.10 Antarctic Storm 

Z40 Trident 

3.10 Redbridge 


THUNDERER 

3.40 ZIGGY’S DANCER (nap) 

4.10 Damalb 

4.40 Temptress 


Our Newmarket Correspondent 2.10 STAR INVADER (nap). 
2.40 Trident 3.10 Memorise. 


"GOIfiETOOURRAeEeARD 


103 H2) IHU32 GOOD TBCS 74 (COJF^.fi^) (Us D Ffebtasm) B All 9-104 , BVttaS (4} 88 


feceonl nuiBB Draw In metes. Sn-Aguc 
ton iT —ML P —pulled up. U — uc-oteJ 
met. 8— tnirtq flown S— dlcnd ip. R — 
reftEat D — fflWBflSetf) Hone's, njnie Dap 
smee Irtt aonff. J t jurun F it M. (B — 
btaJes. V—vBOt. H —Boat E —EyestieM. 
C— causenm. D—oaancertnnar CD — 


causa an detaxa me. BF — tieaw 
Uwurrta ei rates ml. Gong on tfucti torse itas 
wn (F— tarn, qox) b firm. iad. 6—pooa. 
S—SDlLQoodtasotUirtiy) Owe n DracteE. 
Trainer. AgeanlMigM. RWer plus any allo*anc£ 
Thtatepa's speed radio 


GOING: GOOD 
TOTi JACKPOT MEETING 


DRAW: 5F-7F122Y0. LOW NUMBERS BEST 

SIS 


2.10 WILLIAM HARE WYNN HANDICAP _ 

(£9.004:71132yd) (IB aiwib/s) 

101 (G) RB20-0 ALBBtT T)C BEAR 4) (CDT31 |C & A Dun] J Bony 5-10-0_K Dartiy B4 

102 (121 360-450 SLVBW6 42 (D33UD Caddy) M Mode 64-10 ... Pa Eatery 7B 

103 (14) 40-2065 NOUDRE UR MCEELfY 5 (Us C Median E AHon 4-9-6 .... KFtaon gH 

104 (13) 4111440 IKSAMAJOR54fi>) (NemaictComtoo.LM)C Men 4-9-6 . JVteaver 94 

105 (IB) 5010002 SUPH) UQNAHCH17 (IMbK FUtAc tohUons Ltd) S Do» 4-9-2 - T Orion B6 

106 (7) 50000-1 BEE Bg DRMM IB (F^ (Snrt 4 Baum LB) A tovfc 4-9-? DSwBawyP) 92 

107 (3) 01004)0 DESERTLYNK15(S) (MsR wator) T Wason 5-80_ DHobod 94 

108 (6) 02-5 RLQAT1H8CHARGE 20 0.Culls tovrotipi J FaratoM 4-6-13 .... NDay 77 

109 (4) 210551- ANTAR0I1C STORM IB4J (05) (HMunbra Ud) R FAsy 5-B-13 RWnsni(5) B9 

110 (15) 000000 BN63 ON TK RUM 16 (PF55) (D Alai) B Hdtanai 11-8-12 U Roberts 05 

111 (5) 542W0 BftAVSCART 13(6} (W PWBOnby) HI Cnmwi 4-8-11_ R mows 92 

112 (11) 354- STAR MM0ER 206 (BF) (M O-Uattun) M SUuta 4-B-r 1_JRad 76 

113 (91 3100- CAIfTIKIA 195 IF) (B K Racrq) A Bariev 4-S-7. DWrtfa 70 

114 (16)1146121 BITE HOPE 19 (6) (BOBRickeClub) N Tiajn B-B-6_DeanUcKeown 56 

It5 (10) 262-504 Wirt CREBS \7 (JJ.F) (tarndtor Jotaan) V Soane 7-8-5_. CRufier SO 

m 1)7) 606640 JtAN7flBMQBEB2/C5Lf.£S)/PGrtBflHjH«)/ I £iQreW JfSgm 83 

117 O 600-001 HMT 6 (65) IS Eaten) M Britain 5-8-4 (Go)_D Memagb (7) 96 

Ttfl ( 1 ) 01040-6 MDYAN Ot^St 2D(6) (MrsC LnaHonj B (Winsftearf 4-8-C . RMubnp) SO 

B£TTW& 5-1 Nomore U Niceguy. 8-1 Sa imaoer. 8-1 Atboi Tic Bear. Gee Bk Dream. 10-1 Erm Fkadng 
Draoe. MOven (ken. iM Mane Storm. 16-1 Bantam, Canto. Two Craete. 20-: UMn. 

1997: ALBERT THE BEAR 4-9-2 K Daitey (9-lj J Beny IS on 


FORttFOClR 


ABiert The Bear ?0l 18th rt ?3 to HuHen 01 Bnxa in handicap A 
Doncaster (Im. good to soh) SBwring 1417th of B tu Hornbeam 
In stakes " lj " J " " " ” 


(fatal) al Doncaster (im. good to salt). Nomore Ik 
Mcegojr ?VI 5to nt 29 to Stefiering Sky m mndicap at Newmarket [61. pool) Ursa Major 101 lOlh 
oM3 to Fayft to handicap al Wofrertanpufl (irtnOIM. AW) Super Monarch 3HI 2nd oi 16 to 
Dandy Reqem to fandtoap at Brighton (B 209yd. good) witti TwoiCraeks (lib beta oil) 5V414Si 
i 51 to 7-nimer states al Epsom (im 114yd, sod) FtotSvj 
in rrtarieri auction states at Think (6f. good to soft). Antarctic 
y handicap at UuswttHJCft (im. good to soft) Star Invader 9f 


w ^ ^ ^ .... _beta oil) BUI 4th. 

Gee Bee Dream bear SI 
Charge lUBto an 7 to island Racs i 
Sfonn beal Atfataaa) neck in 14-runner I . 

4ft lo Statoal to maldai apprertlce states at Leicester (7t. stAL 'Caririfa 13 inhlbCotuEpRnzIn 
apprentice handicap at Doncaster (71. good) See Hope beat Italian Symphony 31 in damma sokes 
a Wrtverfampton [71. AW). I Cain Remember 9KI 9th to Bre* The Rules n tandicap at Chester 
(im 21 75ya. good). Erupt beat Sixers Ryer 1HI in handicap at Musselburgh (7L good). 

GEE BEE DREAM has sound claims 8 coping with today's taster growd 

2.40 CAPITAL BANK 185TH YEAR OF THE DEE STAKES 

(Listed race: 3-Y-0:127,650: im 2175yd) (4 runners) 

201 (4) 415-1 IIUSHRAAF 30 (Fj5) (H aHfetoun) J Ouikjp 8-8_R Hfc 114 

202 PI 222-21 PROLIX 19 (S) Pi AtaUti) S HJfc 8-8___D rioted 120 

203 p) 01-11 SC0RNH) 25 (DAS) (G Staubnooe) I BaHtng 8-8_SWhtantti ISO 

204 12} 31-5 TRDBiT21 (ROSqftefcreThaitejhbridRnctagUd)MStartW .. JReto 100 

BETTIIB: 13-8 Scnmed. 9-4 Froth. 7-2 Murtarf. 9-2 inrteri. 

1997: CRYSTAL f£W7H) W A UcGKk 192) H Cindy 3 tan 

Mushraal bert Komista 1HI in states at Nottingham Jim 54yd, 

: to states * Tnirsk (im 


good to sod). Proto beat 
good to aofl). Scorned bert list 


neck to states at Thfrak dm. 
61 In strtEs at Kenton 


(im 21. sofl). Trident 5MI Sdi to Border Amw in states (listed) at Newmartel (Im 11, soil). 
SCORNED was Impressive at Kampton and can lottcM up 

3.10 ORMONDE STAKES (SHOWCASE RACE] 

(Group III: £32,550:1 m 5( 89yd) (6 runnerc) 

(5) 111050- 5TRETAREZ193 (&£) (Weniag Ur Radng) tta V WUanc S-M _ K Datey - 
(1) 41330-1 FURT1«FUGHT17 (01^.05)fsmS YltaBfiaklHgbyl8Hlto 12-B-11 HHs 

(4) 41U222- mORSE21B (G) (KAM*) H Cacl 4-0-11_K Fata 1D7 

CO 25214-0 PAUD SKY 19 f.OS) (J tek) J Dirtn 4-8-1) _Pz Eddery IDS 

(5) 3-1 RB)BM)GE 12 (SheUi Uotairad) J Easdm 4-6-11_LDemri 100 

(BI /1/1M RIYADIAN 12(HRHftnraFaMSltoienjPCotaB-A-11 Titan 109 

BETTN& 7-4 iftadhm. 5-2 ItedndOR, 4-1 itemorse. 9-2 Frsfta FBgM, 10-1 Pals Sky. 20-1 Sbttaret 
1997: ROYAL COURT 4-6-11J Bad (9-4 tw) P Owde-Hysm 7 rai 


301 

302 

303 

304 

305 

306 



AW). - Rtyadtan 4 3rd rt 5 to Gennano In (pnup 3 states to Saidram (im 2f 
' RIYADIAN shaped vrU on his reappearance and can return lo winning ways 

3.40 HILL DICKINSON RATE) HANDICAP 

[SHOWCASE RACE] {£9,047:5116yd) (9 runners) 


401 

402 

403 

404 

405 
400 
407 
40S 
409 


(I) 3604-02 SUPERIOR PREMIA! 5 (0 j) (J Parsons) R Fahey 4-9-7-R Whom (5) 

IB) 1001-00 MIPS PET 28 (D.6J5) tJ Ramatei) Mra J temstai 4-9-3-JForime 

(5) 30610-0 DANCEIHB6GHTAWAY 42 (CD£S) (6 Bodey) B Mxfon 4-9-2 — JRdd 

(3) 02-3D1D TIE6AYRJX5(CD.F.S)(fiWUbia}BUcUsbsn4-9-1-TCtem 

(4) 000510 WESTCOURT BUCK 2fl fpDf&Sl PC HodrtW) U W Emtoby 5-B-9 LCtenck 

0 5153002 ZBSYSQMCSI Ifl (CD.F^) (J Camat) l Nsm 7-08-KFtean 


96 

106 

106 

100 

100 


15000- FREDRKTHEF»C6355(CDF) 1C4ADeuec)JBtoy44F7 „ KDaily - 
(7) 5000-36 LASO 01VARANO 19 0ULF.&S) ffVt StM» R Wbtate 5-8-4 Deal Motown TOO 

(9) 00-5215 SVM) 17(VAFj)(SMnvtonTrauponLtd)PBens4-S-4-JFEgn 108 

Long landcte: Ugn a Vaarei 8-3. Site 8-1 

BETTMB: 412tgg^e [tear. 9-2 DnaftaViMr- Hesbain Uatfc. 5-f Snew Ptemun, 7-1 ataen 
1997: SURPRISE W5SH3N 5-6-4 Daw OlfcB (17-2) Mrs J Ruredeo 9 an 

Superior Premium II 2nd b Caranita in states at Haydoc* (6t. 

' Pace t hertirtKaway 3W 8ft lo Praid Nrttve In hatnficap al 

(M. good to soft) wMi Rtuffs Pat (fib beta ofl) 4VI 

lift. The Gay Fox 181 27ft lo Shetering Sky In handbap at Newmarket [61. good). Westcourt 

Magic 13113ft to Mall la In fanScap al Ripon (Et, son) with Rutti's Pet (II) bettor ofl) 17116th 

Freoift Hie Rerca isi lift to Treasure Touch In handicap al Thirsk (5L good lo soh). Swino 1316lh 

to Gay Breen In handicap a Nottingham (Gl. soli), previously beat oggy's Dancer (8b better ott) 
3Hlto handicap a Thb* (91. good to soU w«h Lago bl Varano (9b better ofl) 5WI GDI 
ZIGGY'S DANCER goes weH here aid wfll be hart to bea wllh Kleren Fallon booted 

4.1 0 OF LINCOLN MILD CIGARS SEFTON MAIDEN STAKES 

(2-Y-O fillies: £7.263:5116yd) (10 runners) 

501 (2) 0 BUOKHEADBRANDY7(WnrtUpItataashtolPEtas8-11 DeanMcKeowa 37 

502 (1) 0 CRASH CALL LADY 7 (Corn CaBLfeO C AOen B-i 1-HCarWa 40 

503 W) 32 DAMAUS22(B)aFor»aoc)EAfalor8-II. KFrtan 

504 (B) D0CXLAN0SUBS{ltoL08(y)NTiretor8-ll-DedanffSta - 

505 (9) DONE AM) DUSTED [C& A OeukntJ Beny 8-11_K Daley 

506 (3) KAUOASA (RSerosaO PCtePto^trarriS-Tl-JfWd - 

507 (6) KAKSAL(I*5J EM Hates) JBHTya-11-J Fntafi - 

SOB (71 PAULA'S JOY Urim Bnshn) M Chanran B-11_ TtUen - 

509 (10) PRtDEWAY (NJones) A teto B-ll- _ DWrtgW - 

510 (5) 0 nOTOSTAR7 (ULswtnca) P6B«S 8-11-JFEpai 44 

BCT7MG: 5-2 KAbn. 3-1 OamBs. 4-1 lurlsaf. 11-2 Done And tasted. ID-1 Fair's Joy. 16-1 afters. 

1M7: BOOfARBBTBOON B-H K FaOon (2-1 ta) A Badey 6 ran 

Crash Cal Lady ill 9th to Sydney Safetends in maiden auction a 

.0 wift Rntartar (Zb better ofl) 121 10ft 

_ (29r better ofl) 131 lift DamaSs neck 

I In nekton at Newmartel (51, sod). Done Ana Ducted Up And Al 'Em filly, half-sister to 

.V. stster to 6F7( antnarSoda/ Ctatar. 

“ ' ' “ ! OUl 0t 


aid to. 


flat and tafles winner Cheering News KrtUasa Nurevev hH*. sister la 6f-7l wntiKf Socbl Cti 
Karisal Persian Bold BUy. trad-sister to numerous wmng spnrneis. Paula's Joy Danahlll filly i 
a useful 61-71 mare. Prtdeway pips Pride Gly. hafl-steta to 2 taming bunflos. 
DAMAUS has fte bert tarn bid b vufaietabto to a wall-bred newcomer 

4.40 CHESTER EVENING LEADS) HANDICAP 

(£7,111 Im 4f 66yd) (13 nmners) 


GDI (5) 200212- PENSON HJND.256 (F.6) (S Cutis) U W Easkcby 4-10-0-T Lucas 

602 (13) B1CY84/ MMGOTHE795(D.GLS)(TMlt)CBracte!6-9-13-RHorfet 

EOS (7) 3131*1 MGHT CITY. 38 (D^)(NShe«t)K Bute 7-9-5-0 Sweeney p) 

804 [3) 3B0KB- OOMAPFB. 346 fl}^.6LS) IM Buds) Un J Cedi 6-9-4- JWsamr 

505 (11) Ml 132- KHNESCASH12J PJ3) ID James) p Bem 5-6-4-KFalon 

606 (4) 80CY24- NOROC BRSZE 5J (6) M Jones) M Pipe 5-9-1-M Rodens 

507 IB) 400-000 RQ£L COUNTY 2 (tLFJLS) (Snwflrne ke Cream) A Bailey 5-8-13 JFoAne 
EOS (101004-133 Tit BUnERWKXKB33ip.caS.S] (RCffintes)RF^I eyS- 8-9 HMnon{5) 

£09 (G) 002431- POLAR PR0SPS)T16J(F)(IAi 5 MaD last &BYaes)P Hotels 5-6-fi Ktartey 

610 (0) 630020- TDMSRRE 234 (S) 0 Goo) B McUatsn 6-8-6-L total 

611 (12) 65-5638 AMBOEXTROUS 7 (CLW.G) (Ms C McflaU) E Afcton 6-6-5.JFEpm 

612 (1) 050000- NBITBRtDQE LAD 145 (CJF.G^O (J W Brtrtvune 8-B-4 _ . 0 Wdtfi 

613 (2) 0360-05 TS8PTRESS 15 (0/^) (P Barred} J l Hama 5-6-3.. R bkdbc (3) 

BETTING: 5-1 PWar Prospect. 11-2 MgN Cly. 6-1 The httnWt Kid. 7-1 Nmescsfa. 8-1 DomppeL 19-1 
Panaon Fond. Honfic Breete. Toonene, AnUdaiious. Taopeos. 14-1 often 

1997: THE StnTHnMCK KD 4-6-4 R MnSOR (11-2) fl Ftewy 11 ran . 


Fortyvrinte 1541 in 16-iurer 
(5U> bettor ofl) 2HI 3rd. Dora 
■ to Snn). Khtafiteh 21 


Pontaon Fund 1HI 2nd oH5 to HowunbJe In handcap al York 
(im 31195yd, good), hftgo Tune 9 4th ol 8 lo Macteok ki 
naiifrap al Nad Al Sheba (Im 2f. AW), light Qty bed Mr 
i A Hamilton (im 3116yd. hem) mil The Bteterarick Kid 
12nd olio to Canyaspe In handicap al Redcar (Im 6119yd. 


I ot 9 to Jazz King In latfcap at Newbury (im 51 Gly 


Prime 1141 in ib-nmner fantcap at Redcar (im 11, good to Erml 
Riccaton ln hantfle q al Radar (im 3f,5aR). Wentbrfdpe Lea 381 last ofii to WUdmoor in 
hanift^) ai Wohrertempion (Ini«. AWJ.T«nsreas»iai«11 to Assured Gamble fthanficap 
at Epsom (Im 41 lOp, soft) wift Rebel County (levels) 59 tel 

HNNESCASH should be spot <hi Ha a recent pipe-opeiw over hurdfes 


SPECIALISTS 


CHESTER: Trafoers: Mra J Ramadan. 
6 from 18, 3^3%; M Pipe, 6 troro 19, 
31.6%: H Cecil. 8 from 32, 25.0%; M 
Storte, 15 ffom 05,23.1% J Dunlop. 5 
from 22, 22.7%; J Gosdarv, 8 from 36, 
22.2% P Chappte-Hyam, S horn 41. 
22.0% 8 McMahon, lOfrom 56,17.B% 
B hate. 12 from 69,17.4%. Jockeys: N 
Day, 3 from 4. re 0%. R Hughes. 4 from 
18.222%; K Dariay, 1B Irom 7B, 202% 
J Reid. B from 48,18.8%: M Roberts, 7 
from 38.10.4%; L Dettori, 12 from 71, 
16-9% Pat Eddery, 10 from 59,168% 
D Hotend. 0 from 37,162%: J Fortune, 
11 from 74.145%. 
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46 SPORT 


FOOTBALL 


Royle’s reign 

extended 
as City cut 
their losses 

By David Mad dock 


THE irony was no doubt left 
by the 20 or so players who 
mil soon be discarded, but 
Manchester City attempted 
yesterday to revive the spirits 
of their supporters by an¬ 
nouncing that Joe Royle, the 
manager, had signed an ex¬ 
tension to his contract and will 
remain at Maine Road. 

Royle presided over the final 
15 games of a disasterous 
season that saw the dub 
relegated to the Nationwide 
League second division and, 
on the final day. he was forced 
to offer a public apology to die 
dub's supporters. Clearly, 
though, there is still faith in 
the former Everton and Old¬ 
ham Athletic manager. 

“Joe has signed an exten¬ 
sion, along with his assistant 
Willie Donachie, to remain 
with us until the year 2001 and 
we are delighted," David 
Bernstein, the City chairman, 
said yesterday. “We believe 
strongly that he is the man to 
take us bade up to where we 
belong.’' 

Royle, with perhaps a hint 
of unintended irony, suggest¬ 
ed: H It took Willie and me two 
minutes to agree to the exten¬ 
sions." And no wonder, with 
the air of dread that has 
descended over employment 
prospects at Maine Road. In 
the same breath as his happy 
news, the manager also sug¬ 
gested that he wili be forced to 
effectively sack between 20 
and 30 players. 

"It is not nice telling players 
that they have to go. but it has 
to be done." Royle said. “We 
simply have to cut the wage 
bill. 1 envisage a situation 
where we will have a senior 
squad of 18-20 players and 
beyond that a good set of 
young lads pushing them ” 

First to go are Martyn Mar- 
getson and lan Brightwell, 
who will have reached the end 
of their contracts and will not 
have them renewed. Nigel 
Gough. Eddie McGoidridc, 
Paul Bees ley and Scott Hiley 
will be given bee transfers. 


while Ged Brannon and Craig 
Russell have been transfer- 
fisted. “It is a difficult situa¬ 
tion, but with 53 players in foe 
squad, we have to do some¬ 
thing drastic;" Royle said. 

He did, however, have some 
good news. “Richard Edghill 
has been given a new four- 
year deal and I also want Kit 
Symons to stay." be said. “His 
contract is up. but we have 
already had talks and will be 
speaking to him further in an 
attempt to persuade ^tim to 
sign another.” ^ 

After (Jwe Rfisler joined 
Kaiserslautern, of Germany, 
on a free transfer under the 
Bosnian ruling. Royle is also 
resigned to losing GCorgi 
Kinkladze, the Georgia inter¬ 
national, who upset Gty fans 
last night by faffing to pUy in 
a match against Jamaica at 
Maine Road. The game was. 
rather cynically, promoted as 
an opportunity for the £ity 
supporters to say fareweD to 
their hero. Kinkladze, how¬ 
ever, had already Sown to 
Amsterdam for further talks 
with Ajax. 

Kinkladze will join the 
Dutch champions in a deal 
worth around £5 million, but 
not before he has faced a court 
in England next month over 
driving related offences. Until 
then, he has been mid that he 
cannot leave the country 
permanently. 

Ron Noades, the Crystal 
Palace chairman, claimed yes¬ 
terday that he has already 
received offers to buy four 
other clubs and expects a flood 
of buyout opportunities when 
Mark Goldberg finally com¬ 
pletes his £30 nmlion takeover 
at Sdhurst Park. 

Noades has previously stat¬ 
ed that Brentford, who were 
relegated to foe thud division, 
have approached him and he 
has been contacted by agents 
claiming to represent three 
other dubs, inducting one on 
the South Coast, possibly 
Portsmouth, and a Kent dub. 
believed to be GQIinghazn. 
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Shooting star who has tied himself to earth 


G etting a player to the 
game on time may seem 
like a bit of a detail, but 
details are what make a 

champion. 

These days, even the God-given 
talents of a Dennis Bergkamp are 
never going to be enough without 
attention to the finer points of diet, 
rest stress levels and even travel 
arrangements. A great coach will 
juggle such details and none, it 
seems, is better at this Qian Arsdne 
Wenger at ArsenaL 
So it is almost unbelievable that 
one of Ins greatest players. 
Bergkamp. the Dutchman who has 
been voted Footballer of the Year 
and Players* Player of the Year, has 
a problem so dire that even Wenger 
cannot solve it 

Quite simply. Bergkamp will not 
fly. He refuses to set foot on a plane. 
His phobia is such that he willing to 
jeopardise his own career by ruling 
himself out of any Arsenal or 
Holland games that would mean 
flying- 

It is not that he has never flown, 
though he has always been afraid of 
flying, but he became increasingly 
anxious after a number of the 
1 Dutch youth team were killed in a 


plane crash in Surinam. A couple of 
incidents during the World Cup 
finals in flic United States in 1994 
made him vow that he would never 
board a plane again. 

In one of these, during a flight 
from Orlando to Dallas, a Dutch 
journalist sparked a full-scale emer¬ 
gency by joking that he had a bomb 
in his briefcase. 

Bergkamp has said that his 
phobia is “like a mental injury — 
one that I can’t cure. I’ve tried 
everything. People think there's 
nothing wrong with me and want to 
give me a little push and get me on 
the plane. They get me really angry, 
particularly when they start talking 
about all sorts of therapy. 

“But I know that 1 can't fly. I just 
cant do it 1 just freeze up. I get 
panicky. It would happen the day I 
was due to fly and I wouldn't be 
able to sleep the night before" 

He has already ruled himself out 
of the next World Cup to be held in 
Japan and South Korea in 2002. 
“Japan." he said “is too far to drive.** 
Bagkamp’s fear of flying is by no 
means uncommon. Paul Meison, 
his former Arsenal team-mate, also 
keeps away from planes, while, at 
one time Nigel Benn, the boxer, was 


BRYANTS 



so scared of flying that he went on a 
course to get therapy for H. After 
learning relaxation techniques, he 
said he could fly without trauma. 

A Boeing report entitled Fear of 
Flying indicated that one of every 
three adult Americans is either 
anxious or afraid to fly. and the 
reported symptoms of the phobia 
are terrible — including sweating, 
palpitations, gastric disturbance 
and uncontrollable shaking. 

Although Wenger says that be 
knew about Bergkamp’s fear before 
be came to Arsenal and that be 
accepts h, the problem can only get 
worse with the dub’s entry into the 
European Cup Champions’ League, 
which will involve matches'for 
away. A cure For his phobia must be 
worth millions, yet there seems to 


be no psychiatrist no faith-healer, 
who can crack it 

These days, die passport and the 
plane ticket in the pocket are as 
normal a part of sports equipment 
as training shoes. All through the 
summer, track and field nriihfps 
shuttle from one grand prix meet¬ 
ing to die next by plane-hopping 
and even the self-transporting rid¬ 
ers in the Tour de France are 
regularly airlifted to die starts of 
outlandish stages- Fixture lists are 
now so congested and die games so 
for-flung that modem sport with¬ 
out the aeroplane would be impos¬ 
sible. 

There were once more leisurely 
days of course. In 1932. when die 
British Olympic team journeyed to 
the Los Angeles Games, it was a 12- 
day passage by liner and trans¬ 
continental train. On the railway, 
they amused locals at every stop by 
leaping from the train to prance up 
and down to keep in shape. 

When plane travel for sportsmen 
first came in. maintaining peak 
fitness was still a problem because 
some of the early flying conditions 
were appalling- Jim Peters, of 
Great Britain, was the favourite to 
win the Olympic marathon in 


Helsinki in 1952. but the edge was 
taken off his physical condition by a 
long, cold, flight in a noisy, propd- 
lor-driven wartime aircraft that 
dumped him down in Finland in no 
state to run. When be came to race, 
he was beaten by EmD Zatopek 

Bergkamp is such a great player 
that so for he seems to have swerved 
his way around the problems 
kicked up by his phobia and his 
career has survived, though it is 
hard to believe that lesser players 
would be able to get away with 
refusing to fly when required. 

Long before the days of auto¬ 
graphs in the airport lounge, prob¬ 
lems over transport could write off a 
career. Take the case of Gaston 
Vareilies. a French rugby player, 
who, bade in 1911, was selected to 
represent his country against Scot¬ 
land. During the long train journey, 
he took advantage of a stop to hqp 
off and buy a sandwich in die 
station bar: Service was slow and. 
by the time he emerged, the train 
was disappearing in the distance. 
He missed the match and was never 
selected again. 

Today, of course, he would have 
flown to the game: unless his name 
was Bergkamp. 



T oday The Times offers readers the opportunity to 
enjoy a short golf break to Portugal’s beautiful 
Algarve Located on the Quinta do Lago estate, just 
20 minutes from Faro airport, Vilar do Golf Resort dub 
overlooks hundreds of acres of hish woodlands and 
dazzling lagoons. 

You wiU play at Q uinta do Lago and Vflamoura 
championship golf courses. 

Vilar do Golf has two restaurants, two swimming pools, 
three floodlit tennis courts, saunas, gym and squash court 
Your accommodation win be a one-bedroom apartment 
with bathroom, living roam, cable television, fully equipped 
kitchen (including dishwasher) and a terrace or balcony. 

PRICE INCLUDES: 

• Return scheduled Rights with TAP Portugal, 
from Heathrow, Including free carriage 
of golf dubs 

• Three nights’ accommodation 
• Two rounds of pre-booked golf 
• Avis car hire 
• Buffet breakfast 
• Departure taxes 
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Young guns can lift Everton gloom 


By Nick Szczepantk 

THE worse that things get for 
Everton* FA Carling Premier¬ 
ship survival chances, the 
better the prospects seem to 
become of their under-18 team 
lifting The Times FA Youth 
Cup for the first time since 
1984. At Ewood Park last 
Friday, they triumphed 3-1 in 
the first teg of the miai against 
Blackburn Rovers and hope to 
complete the job at Goodison 
Park tonight 

“It'S a good lead to take into 
a second leg,” Ray Hall, the 
Everton head of youth dev¬ 
elopment said, “but they are 
only young men and who 
knows how they will react in 
front of the television cameras 
and. possibly, a big crowd?” 

The game tonight, like the 
first leg. is being shown live on 
Sky Sports i. The cameras did 
not seem to put off any of the 
Everton players last Friday, as 
they restricted Blackburn to a 
minimum of goalscoring 



opportunities. Their own 
counter-attacks brought a goal 
each for Danny Cadamarteri 
and Philip Jevons. who took 
the eye from the moment that 
his tenth-minute diving head¬ 
er gave Everton the lead until 
he went off late in the game, 
having laid on the third goal 
for Leon Osman. 

“Philip was at Liverpool for 
two or three seasons." Hall 
said. “Because he is an August 
birth, he is a school year 
above the others. He is an 
exceUoit finisher and .works 
very hard." 


First-team appearances for 
Cadamarteri and Richard 
Dunne, the central defender, 
are now both in double figures 
and Jevons has been non¬ 
playing substitute on five occa¬ 
sions; Franris Jeffers, an 
England Under-16 forward, 
came off the bench for his 
debut at Old Trafford earlier 
this seaon. A chest virus has 
restricted his recent outings, 
however, and he appeared tor 
only the last 20 minutes of the 
first leg of the final. 

“He was disappointed not to 
start," Hail said “Colin ]Har¬ 
vey. the Everton director of 
youth coaching | has kept faith 
with the boys who have 
played but we have three 
excellent strikers who will 
create chances." 

The success of the Everton 
youth set-up — Michael Ball, 
although eligible to play to¬ 
night. is now a first-team 
regular and will be needed for 
the Premiership match with 
Coventry City on Sunday — 


has been overshadowed by the 
problems of the senior side, 
which may restrict die gate at 
Goodison tonight “If the first- 
team picture was better, the 
place would be bursting." Hall 
said. 

However, Rovers are doing 
their part to ensure a good 
crowd by offering 500 free 
return travel tickets to their 
supporters. Thor may be two 
goils dawn. but. with Gary 
Hamilton aiming to continue 
his record of scoring in every 
round dearly they do not 
consider themselves out 

“In sane ways, the result's 
taken die pressure off us," 
Robert Kelly, the Blackburn 
youth coach, said “Three-one 
was a touch harsh, but that’s 
what happens at this level. We 
know we can play better." 


evsnON (probable, -w-2): DOslany—C 
gewan. A Farley, fi Duma, A Baton — U 
O'Brten. D Popptetm, L Osman. J MBgan 
— D Cadamariefi, P Jevons. 


Brown, P Uirptiy—A McAvoy. G ScatBS. I 
Omn. C Ryan — J Toptey, G HartBon. 


SAILING 


BASKETBALL 


Gone overboard for 


Amaechi’s absence 


a spot of surfing 

By Edward Gorman, sailing correspondent 


BODY-surfing on the bow 
wave of a Whitbread 60 in the 
North Atlantic is a thrill few 
sailors will expect to experi¬ 
ence. Yesterday. Bridget 
Suckling, one of the bowmen 
in the afl-female crew on 
board EF Education, tried it 
out when she got swept over- 
hoard on the fourth day of the 
penultimate leg of the 
Whitbread Round the World 
Race. 

Luckily for Suckling, she 
had her harness dipped on 
and was plucked out of sea 
within seconds. “Had a bit of 
a drama during a sail 
change." the crew reported 
“when Bridget was swept off 
the bow by a big wave. With 
the boat charging along at 14 
knots, she body-surfed on the 
bow wave on the lee side fora 
few seconds before being un¬ 
ceremoniously hauled back 
over the stanchions. None the 
worse for wear, but with eyes 
as big as saucers, Bridget 
quipped that she was just 
checking for weed on the 
keel" 


While the distance between 
the first and last boats re¬ 
mains relatively small at 22 
miles, the fleet has now 
spread out even more on a 
north-south axis. Innovation 
Kvaemer, skippered by Knut 
Frostad is the most southerly 
boat and is 92 miles to 
windward of the leading 
yacht. Swedish Match, skip¬ 
pered by Guonar Krantz, who 
is exactly where she needs to 
be if she is to maintain her 
challenge to Paul Cayard’sEF 
Language right up to the 
finish of the race in South¬ 
ampton later this month. Yes¬ 
terday. Cayaid was in sixth 
place and about 37 miles to 
windward of Swedish Match. 

Merit Cup has come up to 
thir d place and Grant Dalton 
is in a good position to fight 
off Frostad who can steal 
third place overall from him if 
he gets ahead on this leg. 
“Very tactical at the moment," 
Dalton reported “There are 
two different schools of 
thought on bow to treat the 
Gulf Stream." 


leaves door open 

By Nicholas Harling 


JOHN AMAECHI’S search 
for a new club next season, 
which he hopes will ~be in the 
National Basketball Associ¬ 
ation (NBA), means that Eng¬ 
land will be without their 
experienced 6ft lOin centre for 
the international tournament 
in Manchester this weekend. 

The absence of Amaechi, 
who is unlikely to extend his 
half-season with Sheffield 
Sharks now that he has the 
NBA in his sights again, has 
given Laszlo Nemeth, the Eng¬ 
land coach, an additional rea¬ 
son to biood newcomers. 

With next season's qualifiers 
for the European champion¬ 
ship in mind Nemeth ha* 
named three uncapped players 
in his squad to face Finland 
tomorrow, Holland on Satur¬ 
day and Sweden on Sunday 
They are David AtterweU. of 
Derby Storm, and Man Ho¬ 
garth and Danny Craven, the 
Manchester Giants pair. 

AtterweU, a 6ft 7in forward 
enjoyed a season of exceptional 
promise with Derby. Hogarth 
is relatively untried bur Cra¬ 


ven, who has, at long last 
shaken off a series of injuries, 
has been included in several 
previous England squads. As 
yet he has foiled to start 

“This tournament gives me 
an ideal opportunity to bring 
in younger players and see if 
they have the mental ability 
and toughness to make it in 
European basketball,'* Nem¬ 
eth said 

Amaechi is working at a free 
agents' camp with Portland 
Trailblazers. If that fails to 
work out for him. he has 
options to attend s imilar 
camps with Phoenix Sims, his 
home-town club, Boston Celt¬ 
ics and Cleveland Cavaliers, 
his previous employers. “We 
expect him to be coming 
back to us" Chris Wright the 
Sharks' owner, said yesterday. 


|«U«OSOIIAO : D AtknwR part* 

Starts;. P 

*“<«**¥ INewcasta Eagfes, captain) 
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SPORT 47 


Rugby union 

Support for 
Luyt could 
spark call 

for boycott 

By David Hands, rugby correspondent 


i nc. meme of administrate) 
Poland and South Afri 
wiu be laid bare today. Upt 
the decision* made in‘Londt 
and Johannesburg rest tl 
well-being of the domesi 
English game and ihe siru 
hire of the global game 
both cases, millions of pount 
are also at stake. 

In London, the Rugby Foe 
ball Union (RFL 1 ) manac 
ment board will receive tf 
recommendations of the fou 
man team that has bet 
negotiating a way forwar 
win England's leading dub 
The board will then put i 
views to the RFU counc 
tomorrow, at which staj 
there will be great relief 
there is some sign of unity ■ 
or even if the arrangement 
for next season's Premiershi 
can be confirmed. 

If English rugby can sho' 
itself to be capable of effectiv 
government, supporters an 
sponsors will take heart, bi 
that win be nothing to th 
potential knock-on effect fror 
Johannesburg should Loui 
Luyt remain as president c 
the South African Rugby Fool 
bail Union (Sarfu) and thereb 
bring down the wrath of th 
South African Govemmen 
not only upon his union’s heai 
but also of those countries - 
Ireland. Wales, and Engfani 
— due to tour there thi 
summer. 


The signs are that Luyt wQI 
receive a vote of confidence 
from the 14 provincial unions, 
the 12 executive committee 
members and the two repre¬ 
sentatives of the South African 
Schools Association. A straw 
poll suggests support for the 
president from the unions 
around the old Transvaal 
area, whereas the coastal 
unions are opposed to him. 
Should he carry the day. the 


Naiiunal Sports Council 
(NSC) will call on the Govern¬ 
ment to boycott South Africa’s 
scheduled international com¬ 
mitments for the foreseeable 
future. 

The consequences of such a 
move would be to destabilise 
world rugby to an even great¬ 
er degree than the move to 
professionalism. South Africa 
are due to defend the World 
Cup next year, but before that 
they are scheduled to host a 
seven-match tour by Ireland 
(who leave on May 24|. a five- 
match tour by Wales and a 
one-match visit by England in 
July before participating in the 
third tri-nations tournament 
and visiting Great Britain at 
the end of the year. 

If LuyT. 63. remains in office, 
the three home unions will be 
invited to withdraw from rheir 
tours by the NSC. Should the 
home unions choose to ignore 
that request, they can antici¬ 
pate the sort of public protests 
that aborted the 1989 rebel 
cricket tour during the apart¬ 
heid years. 

That many players based in 
England would welcome a 
summer off is neither here nor 
there. The three unions are 
contracted to tour, their pres¬ 
ence the vehicle for sponsor¬ 
ship and gate receipts worth 
millions of rand. If South 
Africa were forced to with¬ 
draw from the tri-nations, that 
would have even more catas¬ 
trophic financial effects, 
because it would impact upon 
the ten-year deal between The 
News Corporation (parent 
company of The Times ) and 
South Africa, New Zealand 
and Australia, agreed m 1995 
and worth £370 million. 

“If Sarfu was forced out of 
the tri-series by the NSC. we'd 
obviously have to review the 
entire contract,- Ian Frykberg, 
News Corp's director of sport 
said. “Having said that, we're 
not working an any contingen¬ 
cies because we’re confident of 
a sensible solution- 
A sensible solution might be 
Luyt’s withdrawal from the 
Sarfu presidency in favour of 
Silas Nkanunu, the senior 
vice-president, a lawyer from 
the eastern Cape who is a 
member of the African Nat¬ 
ional Congress. The level of 
support for Luyt, as a figure¬ 
head for the traditional Afri¬ 
kaner element in South 
African society is substantial, 
though. If he has the support 
of the meeting today, he is not 
a man to go quietly. 



Rees still getting his kicks 


Mark Soustcr meets one of rugby union’s 
old school hoping for Twickenham glory 


T welve yeans ago. as a 
carefree teenager. Gar¬ 
eth Rees was told that if 
he pulled his socks up — 
literally — cut his hair and lost 
a stone in weight he might 
have a future as a rugby 
player. The advice, preferred 
by Derek Arnold, the blunt 
New Zealand coach at Wasps, 
was taken to heart at least (he 
bits about the socks and hair. 

The weight and the waist¬ 
line remain the same, but the 
intervening years have other¬ 
wise been kind and Rees has 
undoubtedly prospered- leav¬ 
ing an indelible mark on the 
game — and not merely 
because of his ability as a 
player who has won countless 
matches with his peerless 
goalkicking. 

Self-deprecation is part of 
the Rees charm, although his 
team-mates — and all Wasps 
supporters — would acknowl¬ 
edge that he is an indispens¬ 
able member of the side. He is 
also the sort of geniaL impetu¬ 
ous character who is gradual¬ 
ly being lost to the game, 
weeded out by the different 
demands of professionalism. 
II is a development that sad¬ 
dens him. 

Take, for example. Rees on 
the new breed of players.- 
“They are becoming mere 


clones of footballers,- he said. 
“We have more to offer than 
that. We are forgetting who 
we are. We as rugby players 
have things that make us 
special, different back¬ 
grounds, experiences. Young 
guys now are being put into 
situations where they are en¬ 
couraged to be the same 
rather than different" 

He is certainly not one for 
monosyllabic grunts. Half an 
hour in his company is an 
enlivening experience, offer¬ 
ing. as he does, forthright and 
sanguine comment on rugby 
as well as life in general 
which he has enjoyed to the 
full during a peripatetic career 
with Wasps, Newport. Oxford 
Univeristy. Merignac, in 
France, and Castaways and 
University of Victoria, in 
Canada. 

He is a rounded (forgive the 
pun) individual who seems to 
have been around for ever, a 
man who has been shaped by 
experiences that wfl] be de¬ 
nied future generations of 
players. Although, at the age 
of 30. he has no immediate 
thoughts of retirement, he is 


aware that the Tetley’s Bitter 
Cup final on Saturday, whoa 
be is expected to play at full 
back, could be his last and he 
is keen to mark the occasion 
with victory, something no 
Wasps side has managed in 
three previous appearances. 

Rees remembers clearly the 
1986 final against Bath, when, 
as a callow 18-year-old. he had 
to seek permission from lan 
Beer, his headmaster at Har¬ 
row and a future Rugby 
Football Union president to 
miss Saturday morning les¬ 
sons in order to play at 
Twickenham. Rees apart 
Wasps in those days had an 
international back division 
while Bath were reknowned 
for their forward prowess. 

W asps had cantered 
into a 13-3 lead when 
reality hit Rees in 
the shape of the Bath bade 
row. "I had been thinking 
This is easy', when, from a 
scrum ten yards out Paul 
Simpson came at me. I tack¬ 
led him. but John Hall and 
Roger Spurred came over 
with their boots. That was 


their way of saying ’welcome 
to Twickenham*. 1 was lying 
in a heap, but knew I had to 
get up quickly.” 

En route to the final that 
year, one in which he made his 
debut for Canada against the 
United States and for whom, 
barring disasters, he will make 
a unique fourth World Cup 
appearance next year, Rees 
passed into Wasps folklore. 

The story sounds apocry¬ 
phal but it is true. The night 
before the quarter-final 
against a Nottingham side 
that included Rob Andrew. 
Rees returned to London late 
from a trip to Devon. Rather 
than disturb anybody, he took 
the Tube and walked to Sud¬ 
bury, where he unpacked his 
sleeping bag and slept behind 
the stand. He was showered 
and ready for the team bus as 
his disbelieving colleagues 
arrived. 

Still a teacher at Eton, 
where one of his rugby 
charges has been Prince Wil¬ 
liam, Rees said: "To win 
[against Saracens on Satur¬ 
day] would be a great credit to 
the guys this year. For a 
period on Sunday morning, 
we could be holding two of the 
three major trophies on offer 
in English rugby. That is 
about winners.” 


Bentley is 
back to 
empower 
Halifax 

By Our Sports Staff 

JOHN BENTLEY is back and 
ready to take the JJB Super 
League by storm. The hero of 
the British Isles tour of South 
Africa last year will return for 
Halifax Blue Sox in the game 
away to Warrington on Sun¬ 
day determined to make his 
critics eat their words. 

The powerful wing has been 
stung by those who questioned 
his loyally to Halifax, particu¬ 
larly after he opted to join the 
Lions tour in preference to 
fulfilling his commitments to 
the rugby league dub. 

Bentley's popularity on the 
Thrum Hall terraces dipped 
even more when he damaged 
a rib cartilage in his second 
match back — a world club 
championship game against 
Brisbane Broncos — and was 
ruled out for the rest of the 
season. But the former Leeds 
and Great Britain player has 
now completed a loan spell 
with Rotherham rugby union 
dub and returned to Halifax 
“foil of enthusiasm” and deter¬ 
mined “to give them a good 
season". 

He was yesterday included, 
alongside Halifax’s recent 
signing. Jamie Bloem, by the 
coach, John Pendlebury in 
17-strong squad for the trip to 
Warrington as the York- 
shiremen seek to continue 
their impressive start to the 
Super League season. 

Bentley was not due to 
rejoin the Blue Sox squad until 
May I but arrived back a week 
early. It gave him the opportu¬ 
nity to reaedimatise but, more 
significantly, it illustrated his 
determination to repay the 
club is faith in him. “As 1 see it. 
I have never been away,” he 
said. “I have been contracted 
to the dub since 1992. 

“Everything about last year 
was all wrong and it was no 
fault of Halifax. I wanted to go 
on the Dons tour, it was 
something I never foresaw, 
and I don’t think anybody 
could really begrudge me 
being selfish. 

“But when I came back, 
mentally as well as physically 
I wasn’t right I had a pretty 
tough start Canberra and 
Brisbane, and the injury I got 
was a genuine one. 

“1 struggled with it for three 
months and it didn’t go down 
too well at Newcastle. That 
was the start of my woes." 

South Africa, the rugby 
union World Cup holders, will 
begin the defence of their title 
in Scotland next year. 
MurrayfieJd will be the venue 
far six matches during the 
tournament while Hampden 
Park, the home of Scottish 
football, is expected to stage 
the Springboks’ opening pool 
game. Four pool games, a 
quarter-final play-on and a 
quarter-final will be staged at 
Murrayfield. while another 
group match will be held ar 
Netherdale. 


SPORT 


Couch in 
line to 
receive 
licence 

■ BOXING: Jane Couch. 
Britain’s only woman world 
champion, yesterday 
looked forward to joining 
sport's big earners. The 27- 
year-old from Fleetwood has 
taken the first step 
towards being accepted into 
the male-dominated world 
of British boxing after being 
recommended fora 
professional licence to fight in 
her own country. 

Couch was 
recommended for a 
professional licence by the 
British Boxing Board of 
Control’s (BBBQ Western 
Area Council at a meeting 
held in Devon and 
attended John Morris, the 
secretary. Couch said: “I'm 
chuffed. No licence meant no 
fight and no money in this 
country 1 love. Now we can 
improve the financial 
situation ” 

The recommendation, 
which came after a routine 
interview, will now go 
before the full board, pending 
medical reports. 

■ TENNIS: Karen Cross, 
the Great Britain No 2. was 
beaten 2-6.6-4.6-1 by 
Araelie Cocheteux. the No 4 
seed, of France, in a first- 
round march played over rwo 
days at the women’s 
Challenger tournament at 
Cardiff. The 24-year-old 
left-hander, from Devon, was 
leading 6-Z 1-2 when rain 
halted play on Monday but 
she could not keep up the 
same, consistent form 
yesterday. 

It leaves Jo Ward, of 
Middlesex, who plays 
Lubomira Bacheva, of 
Bulgaria, in the second round 
today, as the only British 
survivor of the four home 
players in the original 32- 
strong draw. 

■ BOXING: The contest 
between Joe Bugner and 
James "Bonecrusher 
Smith for the vacant World 
Boxing Federation (WBF) 
belt mil take place an 
Queensland’s Gold Coast 
on July 4. Bugner, 48, the. 
former British and 
European champion, last 
fought for a world tide in 
1975 when he was outpoined 
by Muhammad All. 

■ REAL TENNIS: Julian 
Snow and James Acheson- 
Gray, the No 1 seeds, 
dropped just one set as they 
retained their British 

Land amateur doubles title at 
Moreton Morrell, beating 
Nigel Pendrigb and Tom 
Goodaie 6-3.6-3, 5-6, 6-2 in 
the final 


FOR THE RECORD 


BADMINTON 


NORWICH: Friends Provident Grand 
Slain: Singles. Men: Fnal: D Hal M C 
Haugrrtcm i 5 -il. 15-5 Women: Rnac J 
Mann o I T Dresen 11 -A 11-9 Doubles: 
Mon: Final: J Robertson ana N Fooeftwn 
01 S Arctef and C Hum P- 1 S, 15 - 12 . 15-12 
Mxod: Final: Archer 3 rd J Goode bt Hum 
and D Kellogg 15 - 5 . 15-7 


BASEBALL 


I LEAGUE: San Franonco 8 Honda 
nnsi. Martieal 3 Cmonrai, 2 . 
|o 6 PMHadetorta 1 FHRburgb 5 Si 
Atlanta 6 Lei Angeles 3 . NV_Meis£i 
1 Housion ID CTwacw Cut* 5 
kjo 13 Milwaukee 4 
CAN LEAGUE: B»lon 4 Minnesota 
c-Iand 5 EtaJlirnofe 5 . Kansas- City 4 
‘Etav 2 . Iff 7 Texas 2 

i 13 Anafwn 11. Seanto 8 Ctvcsgo 
fox 1 


BASKETBALL 


New Vo* 83 (Indiana lead beat¬ 
en® i 43 i Western Conference: 
an Anrano 82 iUlah lead wm* 


PICKET 


MATCHES: Bnsiol GS 2 CQ -2 
esi 157 - 6 . wane* Oil*. 196 
i 158 - 7 . 'Lancing 17 B 
nl 125 : * Lancing 

piiai 109-7 _. 

- denoies home arte 

FOOTBALL 


HIP. Ovaei Pal- 


lugai O. Spam 

*an Insurance 
urtev? united 6 
CUE: Ptay-ofla: 
anandC 
AGUE: Premier 

__ Fast 

v j?narton i> 
3 MjBwa* 1 
Tver ttolStOK 
; i Everton 0 

: Covt-nuy v- 

gumtoy 1 Tori' 
ttirteia ucd i 

=A 6 UE Rial 

SUE: Premier 
qton 2 
COUNTIES 

• Evrwstwy 0 
\ SioJltW 3 - 
ortiy I _ 
VST LEAGUE-' 
rt*/ 3 EctJes- 

Rrsi diviaort 
own 1 Poat- 

nnw* „ h- 
rn league 

gie 4 Easing- 


H^nwcrh 


ENDSLE 1 GH INSURANCE MIDLAND 
COMBINATION: Premier dhrtsron: G P T 
(Covenny) i Gotoshil i 
ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE: Premier c 6 - 
vtsion: Eicn Manor 1 Southend Manor 3 
MINERVA SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS: 
Premier division South: Hjingdon Boro 3 
Hamgey Boro 0 : Si MaigarcUsbuiv 3 
Beaconstaid 1 Senior efivesan: Houna 
Green 1 Tnng 4 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE: Rral 
dnri$ion: ReOvU 3 Ringmer 0 
SCHOOLS MATCHES: Wright Cup: Final 
(undei- 15 ) Gosport and Fareham 1 East 
BeiVahue 1 tael. Cup shared) Eccfes 
Trophy: Final (under Hi Wefltngtxxough 
and Rushden 2 Souiii Lewaaer i 


ORIENTEERING 


MYTCHETT: Brunt) Relay Champion- 
stops: Men: 1 . Soulh Yorkshire OC 
IShoUiefcfj. 2 . East Pennmes (Huddorafieicn. 
3 . Clare (Hamjgaiel Women: 1 . Souih 
Yorkshire. 2 . Sheffield Unwsffy. 3 . Bnsfof 
OK 


RUGBY UNION 


WELSH NATIONAL LEAGUE; First tk- 
vtefcjrr Blartwocd 10 Treordiy 23 : Ftonty- 
p>il 33 Souih Wales Pofr* 26 : UW 1 C 16 
AberiiSery 33 . 


ICE HOCKEY 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP: PreUmeiaiy 
round: Al Baste: Group A: Belarus 6 Japan 
4 . Case* Republic a Germany i Group D: 
Larvia 7 Kazakhstan 2 Ai Zurich: Group B: 
StovBkia S Austria 1 . Canada 5 hah- 2 
Group C: Sweden 6 Ltoiied Stales l 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


FIRST DIVISION: hU KR IB Feather 
star*? 6 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE LEAGUE: Pre¬ 
mier division: Saddtewcrrh ID Loc* Lana 9 
First drirision: CVjrion 16 Milford 6 . RedhS 
22 East Leeds 10 


MOTOR RALLYING 

30 , France: Rally of Corsica: 
« frial positions: 1 . C McRae (G 8 . 
r imprezai 4 rc 2 mm Jggsec: 2 . F 
ai (Fr. Peugeot 306 Mad) fil 27 2 sec. 
raui (It. Subaru imfmiai 30 0 . 4 . G 
i iFr. Peuqert 306 Men) 36 1 5 . B 
3 d. Ford Esccfl) 45 8 . 6 . D Aunol IFr. 
i C«oftaj 2 mm 393 sec. ?. F Doenfcn 
lrr*n Xswai 401 l. 8 . C Samz fSp. 
i Cooda) 4 03 5 . 9 . J hsnktanen (Rn. 
secern) 4-476 10 . P Magaud (Ft. 

Xsara) 8.122 Leading World 


..an ? 4 p 1 s. 2 . Samz 22 . 3 . R Bums 
18 4. Kanhkufier 16 . 5 . Aunol 15 . 6 . T 
non (Fin) U. 7 . F Lop (Bd) 10 .8. Lew 
uai 9 . A Vaianen fFm] and Detecour 6. 
anfczi 4 Manufacturers standings -1 
ni 35 pi* equal 2 . Mitsubishi and 
la 32 ; 4 , Ford 25 


SAILING 


WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD 
RACE: Eighth leg (Annapote fa La 
RochefleiTPoadona (at G600GMT yes- 
rerdev. maes io La Rochelle). V 
Swedish Match (Swei 2.787 8.2. Mert Cup 
(Monaco! 2.7382.3. Tostoba (US) 2.8025. 
4. QvrwrSunei'jy fl-tofl 2.8CO J. 5. Sflh Cm 
[G81 2.807 5.6. InnovaUon Kvaemer (Nor) 
2.008 5 7. EF Urguage (Swe) 25093: 8. 
EF Education (Swei 2.8186: g, Chess* 
Racing IL'S) 2.421 7 


SHOOTING 


BtSLEY- Army Open FMe Champion¬ 
ships. 10 shots at 300 yards-. V C 
Ffiggrtionom (Midland Couraes) 50 & 2 . A 
OaSe fATRCl 50 8 . 3 . A Ringer 


TODAY S FIXTURES 


CRICKET 


Benson and Madges Cup 

n 0. SO owns 

CHESTER-LE-STREET: Durham v 
Worcestershire 

CHELMSFORD: Essex v Middlesex. 
SOUTHAMPTON: Hampshire u Kent 
TRENT BRIDGE Hoiiinghanishira v 
Lancasftne 


)ND XI CHAMPIONSHIP: Third day 
jr. CheawfeW: Derbyshire v Torv ■ 
woreasiBr Worcsaefshire v Nwth- 
pishie Second day d threw Bristol 
ratyr Gtoucenerenie v Durham 
tesiar Lancashire v Surrey. S&al- 
■pojvAwon CG WanwrAstofe v Kcnr 


AON TROPHY (or® day) Taunton: Some- 

sal y Hampshire 


JTBALL 


YOUTH CUP: Final, 
m | 3 j v BiacMjun dr 

IE Premier dhrtslon: 
I# NaSlax Town FC. 
: Coventry v Gnmsby 
Sion. Uncoil v Rorh- 


AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION; FTO 
efivston. Brighton v Wimbledon ( 7 . 0 ). 
Mrhrafl v Tottenham (3 Or. Charter v 
Chelsea (7 01 

MINERVA SPARTAN SOUTH MIDLANDS 
LEAGUE: Premier dvislon south: ISlftgwi 
« Bedconslretd 

ENDSLEK 3 H MIDLAND COMBINATION: 
Premier dfwsteu Kings Hearn v 
WeUestnumc 

ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE: Premier rfl- 
vttJorc Slansied * East Ham 
BANKS'S BREWERY LEAGUE: Premier 
dhrision; Wolverhampton v MaNem T 

UHLSPORT UNITED COUNTIES 
LEAGUE: Premier division. Ford Spans v 
W^lngborough. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE: First 
division: Anmdal v Rtngmer 
LONDON FA CHALLENGE CUP: Sami- 
Anal: Bcrpham Wood v Lbbridgs 
FA WOMEN'S PREMIER LEAGUE' Nat¬ 
ional division: Croydon Lades v Wembley 

ladw iao; 


OTHER SPORT 

EQUESTRIANISM: BacKTunton Horsa 
Thais 

SPEEDWAY: EHte Lflago® Swreton v 
Ipswich (7 30) Premier League: SnoifeUv 
Newport (7.451. 


(Uppvuham Voieranei 50 7 15 shots at 
300 yards: 1. S/ldr D Cahiraet (RAF) 75 13. 
2. Capl P Chapman (ATRCi 758: 3. K 
Hardyman [Somn times) 75.4 15 shots ai 
500 yards: 1. CaNeri 7513: 2 5 Belthar 
(Uppcveam Vetsi 7413: 3. B RoOerte 
lUrtie CJaaon) 7411 15 shots al 600 
yards: 1, A Hunta (North Loncton) 74 T£ Z 
D George (Manchester) 74 it, 3. Ctarha 
74 11 Salunfay aggregate: 1, Calvert 
22134. 2. Chajman 22024; 3. Clartce 
21827 Long range J80ft 900 and MXK 
yards)- J. J Ctoad {RMAS) 21420: Z O 
Sinfcin (Wbrccstere/we) 210.16. 3. J How¬ 
ard Dawes (Wales] 20921 Grand ag¬ 
gregate (overal championship]. 1. Sirnkn 
42837 2. Calweri 42735. 3. CJoaO 427.44. 
SmaDtxrra Men's prone rifle: 1 . M Fcw*p 
(B aftusioM 6077; 2. N Day (Bedford 
G&4 0- 3. P Scartan (Essex) 6ti33 Wom¬ 
an's prone ride: J. J Howden (Marty) 587.. 
2. H Vincent 565: 3. S ttorman 684 
Women's thrwpoait i ons rifle: 1. L Vofpin 
(Bucflergh Farm) 851 4. 2, L Smaltoone 
649 5:3. K Morion (NSFIAO 647A.Schools 
rffle meet WiBa Hflemorial Cup (Bghisi 1. 
Uppa-igham 435. 2. Bradllekl 433. 3, Si 
Join's 427 tndMdust: 1. E Pari-a 
lUppingham) 64 (33). 2. C Lawson (RGS) 
64(31). 3. S Row (Epeom) 62 Cadotpatot 
1. Sun on Valence 107 (581. 2. Bedford 
Modem 107 (52) Cadet fours: 1. Epsom 
211: 2. Merchani Taytxs 210 


TENNIS 


HAMBURG: German Open: First rotnJ: J 
KrtppsctoU (Ged « U Norman (Swe) 6-Z 

5- 0: K Alarm (Mai H M Surer (Get) 7-5.6- 
2 G Ivanisevic (Cro) 01G Btanco (Sp) 4-6. 

6- 4. 6-3. Second rotxxh T Muster (Ausnta) 
or Y Kateinihflv (Russ) 6-«. 6-2 KnippachHtJ 
b t F DeWiil (Ben 64 &3: F Mantilla (Spi u 
B Uiflvach (Cz) 6-4 fr?. A Berasategii (Spi 
bi M Guslalsson (Swe) 6-3.6-3. F Sartora 
(Fn bi T Haas (Geij 6-4.6-4. W Ferreira (SA1 
bl M Res (Chile) 3-6.6-4. W: A Costa (Spi 
U O Gross (Get) 6-2 6-2 R Krarceh (Hoi) 
bi S ScnaAen (Hoi) 7-6, 6-2 

CORAL SPRINGS. Florida: Red day 
Championship: First romd: V Spades 
(US) ht A (J&wn (US) 2-6. 6-1. -6-4. S 
Campbe* (US) a AQrawr iFr) 6-4, 7-6.-D 
Sanriumera Olj bi S Sar®an (Arm) 3-6. B-2 

7- S. RDetaido IPafl M C Ruud (Nor) 6-3.4- 

8.6- 1. PMcErroB (US) bi C V1nd> (art 7-6, 
6-1. J Van Herck (Bel) N J A Marin (Sp) 7-6. 
3-6.6-2. MTebduo (Ausi W M Jansen IUS) 
6-3.6-2 F Squflan [Aigj w A Pavel (Rom) 4- 
6. 7-5. 6-3 

ROME: lialan Open.- Ftiw round: A 
KouT*ova(RuS5jbtvCajno(Hi4i)W) 1 fr 
ftMLiiisc(Cro)ttSCflCfo(LlS)B-1,b-7. 7- 
6. V Witoms (US) bl Y Basulu (Indo) 6-2. 
6-3. R Dragon* (Rom) W J Capnati (US) 6- 

3.6- 2.B1 ' ; 

6- 2. M.J Kruger EA)K 
4. 8-1. C Tarrans-Vatero (Sp) bt B 
McCartny (Hal) 4-6, 6-2. 6-3. S W*ans 
(US) tt N Tauaa (Frj 7-5, 50; I Srwiea 
(Rom) bi J Halard Decugt (Frj 6-4, 6-2; E 
LWiovaeva(IW)MPSCff^(S^4- 
fi. 6-4 64; F Perm (fij fit E GagfcariS 
(Swsz)7-5,6-2,VRuarx>Pa9Ciial(Sp)btG 
Cerda (Sp) 7-5. 6-3 Second round: M 
Pierce (Fri d S Pltawsht (Fr) 6-1. 62: D 
Van Roost (Bel) bt N Sewamrtsu {Japan) 6 
4.64. ((Qol bt J Kaot^rr (Gdf} i6, 
64.W.MSeteB(l®MSIianifl(W62.6- 
i.S Tested (Fi)b(8Sd)att (Austria) 4^, 6 
2. 5-3. WHIarrs bl J Kiugar (SA) 5-1. ret 
Dragornr bt A Coetzer (SA) 62 B-Z. A 
Senche 2 -Vtoorio (Sol bl Torrero-Valero 6-3, 

7- 5. Spiriea bt Rumd^ascual 53. 7-6. C 
Marline: (Sp) bt PeriofU 6 - 1 , 4-5 6-3; A 
Fusal bt J Novotna (Cz) 2-5 7-5 && M 
«ngis (Switz) bt Fare b (Qilna) 53.50; V 
VW»oms(US)blMSanchM-Lofen«»(Sp)5 

1.6- 4: L Raymond (US) bl A Miter (US16-3, 
3-6. 7-6. Line bl LWwvteeva 3-5 52. 
62 


lAusinaLbi M Verm (Ven) 
(SA) W T Gait34i.(1t] 57,5 


SWIMMING: OLD RIVALS INTRODUCE CONTEST INTENDED TO MATCH BOAT RACE 

Universities take to Channel 


FROM rowing to tiddlywinks, the sport¬ 
ing rivalry of Oxford and Cambridge has 
always had historic intensity. Now the 
universities are to hold their first swim¬ 
ming relay race across the English 
ChanneL Martin Davies, the president of 
Oxford University swimming dub, has 
challenged Cambridge to the match 
across the 21-mile straits in July and the 
teams are now preparing for an event that 
they hope will match the Boat Race in 
interest 

Davies, an Australia 100 metres 
backstroker. said yesterday: “There is 
some mystique about the English Chan¬ 
nel. So many great swimmers have done 
the crossing. In a swimming nation such 
as Australia, it is seen as an incredible 
achievement 

“You would also be surprised at the 
interest in the Boat Race back home. 
There is a segment each year on the 
television news. But what surprised me 
when I got here was the interest in the 
sports for the other Varsity matches. I had 
thought it would be no big deal, but 
because of the traditional rivalry, the 
match certainly does stir up additional 
feelings." 

Both teams will select six swimmers 
and have agreed that both should be 


By John Goodbody 

made up of three men and three women. 
Although this is an engaging commit¬ 
ment to sexual equality, women are often 
better equipped than men to deal with the 
intense cold of the Channel, which is 
unlikely to be 60F by the middle of July. 

Oxford, who narrowly won both the 
men's and women's matches last Febru¬ 
ary. have already selected their three 
women. They are Annette Salmeen, who 
won a gold medal for the United States at 
the Atlanta Olympics as part of the 4 x 200 
metres freestyle relay squad, Sian Dem¬ 
ent, who has worked as a lifeguard on the 
Welsh baches, and Alison Peakman, 
another competitor used (o open-water 
swimming. 

The race, which will take place between 
July H and July 15 depending on the 
weather, will be monitored by the 
Channel Swimming Association (CSA) 
and the team wfl] follow its rules. Each 
team of six swimmers has to swim in the 
same order for the maximum of an hour 
before being bring replaced in the water 
by another team member. After six hours’ 
swimming, the individual swimmers then 
have a second, and if necessary a third 
hour in the water, but always having to 


stick to the same order. In choppy water, 
the task becomes more arduous because 
many people suffer from sea-sickness 
while waiting their turn to swim. 

The teams will be paying about £2.000 
for accompanying .boats, pilots and 
observers. However, they will also be 
trying to raise money for planned indoor 
pools because, although there has been an 
annual Varsity swimming match since 
1892, neither university has its own 
facility. 

The Cambridge dub, one of the oldest 
in the country, was founded in 1855 in 
some bathing huts on the Cam. Like 
Oxford, members will now have to return 
to the practice of their 19th century 
predecessors of swimming outdoors to 
become accustomed to the cold of the 
ChanneL Cambridge will be training in 
the 100-yard-outdoor pool on Jesus Green. 

Cambridge has 12 people interested, 
including two former junior internation¬ 
als. Mfldco Vaananen, of Finland, and 
Caroline Ng, from Hong Kong, and also 
Gareth Earl, who has won the Brighton 
pier-to-pier race. Jeremy Ip . the Cam¬ 
bridge men’s captain, says: “There are 
inter-varsity matches in so many sports. 
Why not across the Channel as well? We 
will be ready.” 


RUGBY LEAGUE: BLACKMORE RETURNS FOR UNBEATEN LEEDS AT THE STOOP 

Mardon back to boost Broncos 


NICK MARDON, the Scotland full back, 
returns to the London Broncos ream to 
play Leeds Rhinos, the unbeaten JJB 
Super League joint-leaders, at the Stoop 
Memorial Ground tomorrow night 
Mardon. who missed the Broncos’ 24-10 
defeat at Wigan Warriors two weeks ago, 
replaces Luke Goodwin, while Terry 
Matterson, the captain, switches from 
loose forward to hooker, with Robbie 
Beazley dropping to the bench. 

Leeds, who spent last week on a training 
camp in Tunisia, welcome back Richie 
Blackmore, the New Zealand centre, who 
missed his side’s last match due to 
International commitments. Dean 
Lawford is also back in the squad. 


London have lost three of their four 
Super League games so for this season, 
but are ready for the challenge. “We are 
well rested and ready to give Leeds their 
hardest game of the season.” Matterson 
said. “We are focused on ending their 
unbeaten run." 

Jon O’Neill the Huddersfield Giants 
prop, has been ruled out of action for the 
next five weeks after tearing ligaments in 
training. The news comes as a second 
blow for Garry Schofield, the Hudders¬ 
field coach, who is already without Jeff 
Wittenberg, who suffered knee ligament 
damage three weeks ago. 

Apollo Perriini. will make his first 
league appearance of the season for $t 


Helens at Bradford Bulls on Sunday. 
The prop forward has not played since 
injuring his knee in a preseason game at 
Brad fond. Paul Sculthorpe, the Great 
Britain loose forward, is also bade for St 
Helens after missing the past two games 
with a thigh injury. 

Sheffield Eagles, who unexpectedly 
beat Wigan to win the Silk Cut Challenge 
Cup on Saturday, are to be honoured 
with a civic reception to mark the feat 
tomorrow. John Kear, the coach, and his 
players will set off by open-top bus from 
the Don Valley Stadium at 530pm. en 
route to Sheffield Town Hall. Sheffield 
meet Wigan again in the Super League at 
Don Valley on Saturday. 
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CRICKET: PATEL’S DISMISSAL OF STEWART UNDERMINED BY TELEVISION EVIDENCE IN REPLAY OF 1997 FINAL 


Thorpe provides 
Surrey with 
cruise control 






CANTERBURY (Surrey won 
toss): Surrey (Zpts) beat Kent 
fi by four wickets 
r 

f SURREY are playing such 
( fearless cricket in these early 
3 summer days that their only 
s worry must be of exhausting 
1 their richest form before the 
j season takes proper shape, 
i They made short work of Kent 
! yesterday, despite a late wob¬ 
ble or two, just as they did in 
the final of the Benson and 
Hedges Cup last year. 

There were times when 
Kent looked set for something 
formidable. Ward played ex¬ 
pansively at the start as 
Hooper held the ring, and 
Ealham was particularly eff¬ 
ective at No 5. But they 
couldn’t get away, not quite. 
Surrey were able to concede 24 
from the final over, when 
Marsh whacked Saqlain for 
sixes either side of 
the lime tree, and resume play 
knowing that die game lay 
within their compass, such 
is the force of their 
batting. 

Brown and Stewart lashed 
the bowling for 93 runs in the 
12 overs they were together, 
and after they were parted the 
pairing of Thorpe and 
Hollioake major realised 98 
more. The captain gave it the 
bigger biff. He generally does. 
Thorpe simply coasted 
through for 85 unbeaten runs, 
and the gold award, like a 
dipper on the high seas. It was 
his third successive half centu¬ 
ry in the competition, and 
nobody works the bowling 
quite so freely. 

The most powerful images 
of the match, however, were 
not of Brown's ferocious 
strokeplay, or Butcher's su¬ 
perbly nonchalant catch at 
long-off to dismiss Fleming, or 
Adam Holli(Jake’s brilliant 
stop and throw from mid-on to 
run out Hooper. Thty were the 
dismissals of two batsmen 
who should never have been 

S ven out and, by a quirk of 
te, they just happened to be 
the men entrusted earlier this 


By Michael Henderson 

week with the joint captaincy 
of England. 

Stewart was die victim of a 
piece of bare-faced cheek by 
Patel that spoke of contempt 
for the game. Kent's left arm 
spinner, bowling over the 
wicket, claimed a return catch 
after the ball kissed the turf as. 
diving to his right, he trapped 
it between his elbows. In 
choosing to accept the bowlers 
word that die catch was clean 
Stewart was being gracious. 
He was fully entitled to stand 
his ground and, if necessary, 
demand the third umpire's 
adjudication. 

Hollioake’s dismissal was 
no less curious. Keeping his 
back foot anchored a good 
nine indies behind the crease 
when a legside wide from 
Finning rebounded into the 
stumps oft Marsh'S shoulder, 
he was surprised to be given 
out stumped by John Harris, 
the square leg umpire, who 
had been standing four yards 
away from Patel at the non- 
strikert end when he sought 
his ill-gotten prize, ft was a 
baffling decision. 

In his private moments 
Patel must know that the catch 
was not good. The ball struck 
him (»i die wrist as he tried to 
grab it and he appeared to 
nave command of it only as he 
swivelled on the floor to throw 
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Thorpe: unbeaten 


it skywards in celebration. “So 
far as f was concerned™, he 
said afterwards. “I caught the 
ball deanly". Clearly, his no¬ 
tion of cleanliness does not 
correspond with the common 
perception. The television re¬ 
plays exposed his defence to 
ridicule. 

When John Wright, the 
Kent coach, studies those re¬ 
plays he must know that the 
player acted hastily, and 
thoughtlessly. It is up to Kent 
how they deal with this matter 
but Wright, as fair-minded a 
chap as any who ever played 
the game, should immediately 
remind Patel of his responsi¬ 
bilities to other players, and to 
cricket 

Stewart said afterwards that 
he accepted the bowlers word, 
and the umpire’s nod. It was 
not lost on anybody that die 
new England captain has 
himself been accused of sharp 
practice in the past but he has 
never been the sort to moan 
about others, and he is not 
about to start now. in the week 
of his coronation. 

Surrey, for whom Salisbury 
bowled another good spell of 
wrist sinn. taking two good 
wickets at no great cost, are in 
tremendous form. Four wins 
out of four makes _ than 
favourites to retain this tro¬ 
phy, and they are working up 
a fair head of steam. The fact 
that they won so convincingly 
before the least generous 
crowd in England wOl not 
have hurt them much, either. 

□ Will Kendal], the batsman, 
and Simon Renshaw, the last 
bowler, have a gain been add¬ 
ed to the Hampshire squad for ' 
their Benson and Hedges Cup 
tie against Kent at Southamp¬ 
ton today. Kendall and 
Renshaw are both in conten¬ 
tion for a recall as Hampshire 
aim to keep alive their slim 
hopes of qualifying for the 
later stages of the competition. 
The all-rounder, Kevan 
James, keeps his place in die 
side, with the veteran fast 
bowler, Cardigan Connor, 
again ruled out by injury. 
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Marsh hits Saqlain for six in the last over of die Kent innin gs. It yielded 24 rims. Photograph: Graham Morris 

Maddy enhances promotion claims 


By Rupert Cox 

NORTHAMPTON (North¬ 
amptonshire won toss): Leices¬ 
tershire (2pts) beat 
Northamptonshire by eight 
wickets 

WITH Alec Stewart ensconoed 
as the England Test match 
captain, rendering a middle- 
order berth a certainty, and, 
his predecessor, Michael Ath¬ 
erton, struggling to catch ear- 
ly-season form, the eyes of die 
selectors should soon be cast 
admiringly towards Leicester¬ 
shire for vacancies at the top of 
the order. After the home team 
mustered just 198 at Wantage 
Road yesterday, the assured 
ring from the bats of Darren 
Maddy and Iain Sutcliffe 
swept Northamptonshire 


aside with a hefty 10.4 overs to 
spare. 

The convincing nature of 
this victory will boost Leices¬ 
tershire’s chances of progress¬ 
ing into the Benson and 
Hedges Cup quarter-finals, 
from Group A. In a strong 
group, another convincing vic¬ 
tory. tomorrow at Grace Road 
against the Minor Counties, 
should safeguard their path. 

The same cannot be said of 
Northamptonshire, like 
Leicestershire semi-finalists 
last year. With one victory in 
all competitions this summer, 
their match at Old Trafford on 
Saturday wfl], for them, be 
purely academic. 

Maddy. a success on the 
winter England A tour, exhib¬ 
ited the composure that 
brought high praise from 


Mike Gatting. his coach on 
that trip. Neat and compact, 
he is fleet enough of foot to be 
equally adept off front or bade 
foot the manner in which he 
pulled Franklyn Rose's first 
ball and. subsequently, 
straight-drove Devon Mal¬ 
colm only highlighted North¬ 
amptonshire's paltry total. 

At the other end. Sutcliffe, a 
former boxer, matched 
Maddy stroke for stroke, and 
having taken almost six overs 
to get off the mark, breezed to 
55 from 66 balls with nine 
cracking fours. The left¬ 
hander maximises his 6ft 2n 
frame, and hits the ball with 
an economic thump. 

Though it would be churlish 
to question Kevin Curran’S 
derision to bat Northampton¬ 
shire lost Mai Lqye to the 


second ball of the match and 
Alan MuDally teased David 
Sales remorselessly before 
removing him with 12 on the 
board. 

Mullally, who bowled 11 
wides on Monday, bowled an 
exemplary first spell that 
reaped figures of two for 11 in 
seven overs. Getting closer to 
the stumps has opened new 
options, enabling him to 
swing the ball back into the 
right-handers. 

Only Tony ftnberthy held 
up Leicestershire^ surge for 
victory with an 86-baD innings 
of 62 in which he shared 
stands of 40 with Rob Bailey 
and 56 with Tun Walton and 
brought about some sem¬ 
blance of respectability to 
what was a bleak Northamp¬ 
tonshire performance. 


England pair to contest court and bowled derision 


IAN BOTHAM and Allan 
Lamb are as unprepared to 
accept defeat in the High 
Court as they were on tile 
pitch. Two years after they lost 
their notorious libel action 
against Imran Khan, at the 
core of which was a dispute 
over whether they were or 
were not gentlemen, they are 
appealing for the case to be 
heard anew. 

The Court of Appeal is likely 
to decide next month if this 
should go ahead. Neither 
Botham nor Lamb will have to 
appear in person and nor. 
until this is resolved, will they 
have to pay the costs owed to 
Imran from 19%. Both the 
former England cricketers 
have taken on a new solicitor, 
Naynash Desai, who also 
represents Devon Malcolm. 

Desai has been trying to 
contact Imran, but has re¬ 
ceived no reply from Lahore, 


where the former Pakistan 
captain is engaged in politics 
and fundraising for his cancer 
hospital. “I shall be speaking 
to the Court of Appeal in the 
next week and we are hoping 
our case will be heard soon," 
Desai sakL “Beefy and Lamby 
are not prepared to let this 
rest" 

Pieces of eight 

After the Cricket Max series in 
New Zealand last year. Eng¬ 
land will break new ground 
again in the winter by sending 
a team to a Super Eights 
tournament in Perth. This 
soundbite form of the game 
was launched by the Australia 
Cricket Board in Malaysia 
two years ago in an attempt to 
Foster interest in parts of Asia. 
Matches are 14 overs per'side 
aid every member of the 
eight-man team, except the 


wicketkeeper, must bow! at 
least once. Shots clearing the 
boundary count eight rather 
than six, but batsmen retire on 
completing fifty. 

Dennis Lillee is the director 
of the tournament, which runs 
from October 9 to 11. Ail nine 
Test countries have pledged to 
attend and the winners stand 
to earn A$40,000 (about 
£18.000) per player for what 
amounts to six hours of 
“cricker. 

Enpland are entitled to fed 
disorientated, in every sense. 
The week before, the same 
squad will compete in a six-a- 
side competition in Hong 
Kong. Perhaps it is fortunate 
that, according to an England 
and Wales Cricket Board 
spokesman, none of the party 
will remain in Australia for 
the Ashes series. How would 
their attention spans cope with 
a five-day game? 
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Geoff boycotted 

Barry Richards has signed for 
the BBC as part of its tele¬ 
vision commentary team for 
the forthcoming series be¬ 
tween England and his native 
South Africa. The propsect of 
being joined by a certain more 
stoical former opener is be¬ 
coming remote. Officially, the 
BBC says that it will not 


Benson and Hedges Cup 
Durham y Scotland 

CHESIbH-LESTRbhl (Scotland non 
tossy O uftiam (gpts) bast Scotland by tvro 

VfCkBtS 

SCOTLAND 

BMW Pattoraon b* b Betts__6 

B G Lodde c Spagtt b Wood _ ...54 

ORLocMaibWdod __75 

R A Parsons not out...15 

J EBmMey run out ..i 

"G Safrnond b KJteen- .5 

M J G AlikigJiam not out . 4 

tAG Dawes not out..i“l 

Extras (b 23, w 19, nb 7)- - - 49 

Total (5v«kte, 50 own)_ 2\0 

CM Wright. A3*n Butt and N R Dyw dd not 

BOWING Belts 102-32-1; Wood 191-39 
5 KBaan 10064-2; Foster 10-2-290; 

BcXUng 100-350 ' 

.DURHAM 

J J B Lawta run out...38 

M A BoseOeny sui ou .. 11 

N JSpssk c Lockhart b Dyer.. ~ 13 

C Boon c Davtes b Afcngham .8 

JSollnBfewbMight . _”7 0 

M M Bette not out.. .. ... jn 

N mean not out. n 

Extras (b3, tbs, wii, rtoB). _~"27 

Toial (8 wkts, 483 own)_213 

J Wood did not ba. 

OF W«KE^ 1-38.2-78. 3-79, 4-96. 
£120 8gML 7-203.8-205 

^ >0-1 32-0: Brinkley 

Gold award; D R Lockhart 
Umpires: N T Pirns and R A Whte 

Gloucestershire v 
British Universities 

BRST OL (taou cootere h i B men toss); Brit- 
Lktrwsd as (2ptsl beat Gtoucwta rah te 
by seven rurs 

- - . rcgnsH UNJVOWTTES 

c Russel b AJloyno . .. sfi 

JPPywnortbwbLnrts . _5 

M J ChRon c Ailmne b Ball . 54 

G Rloreridgec&abwash . ' 28 

WJ Uou* ° Aleyne b Lewis.64 

LD Sutton not out.. 24 

A J Straus not out .. 10 

Earns pa at) iaw i«,nb6i jp 

Total QS wMs. 50 overs) _279 

tT M B Baiter. R S C Motta-JerUre. B L 
Hidtortsxt UK Dories did no bat 
FALL OF WICKETS: 1-7. 2-103. 3-148. 
4-132,5-240 


deride whether to employ 
Geoff Boycott this season until 
his appeal against a conviction 
for assaulting a former girl¬ 
friend is heard. However, 
given that a spokesman said 
that the BBC was unaware of 
a date for the appeal and that 
the first one-day international 
is only a fortnight away, it is 
not difficult to pul two and two 
together. 

Naked truth 

A biography of Colin 
Mil bum, who died right 
years ago. was long overdue. 
Cricketing Falstaff by Mark 
Peek which is published this 
week (Andre Deutsch. £17.99), 
includes a story about the first 
occasion on which he opened 
the batting with Boycott 
against West Indies in 1966. 
Peter May, then an England 
selector, told the Yorks hire- 


man not to try any quick 
singles. *1 don’t think CoGn 
will make it,” he said. 

At st umps , though. Eng¬ 
land were in a strong enough 
position for Milburn to invite 
his opening partner, the most 
solitary of figures, out for the 
evening. “You’re not on,” Boy¬ 
cott replied- This is a Test 
match and I’m off to bed.** 
Mfiburn persisted, though, 
assuring him it would be a 
quiet night, but led him 
astray. They finished up 
ogling naked women in Ray¬ 
mond’s Revue Bar. 

Mike Gatting no longer takes 
part in one-day matches for 
Middlesex. Instead, to play 
himself intoform or, dare it be 
suggested, prove his worth,, he 
is turning out for the second 
XI at such well-known venues 
as Hinckley Town, West Brom¬ 
wich, Dartmouth CC and 


YESTERDAY'S SCOREBOARDS 


BOWUNG- Walsh 10-1-36-1; Lewis 10-1- 
00-2; Smith 104W7-0: Ateyne 7-034-1; 
Bal 100-48-1; Hancock 3-0-31-0. 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

R J CunMte b Hutlon_1 

T H C H a ncock c House 

b MartbvJenkhs.—10 

tflCRussaflnaioU .. 119 

*M W Aleyne c Chflun b MarttvJentt* 1 

A J Wright c S^igh b House- 03 

J Letris c Pyamor< b House..4 

I R1 Dawson bw b House .. ....2 

; M G N Windows c hUton b House.6 

| M C J Bal C LovtaWoe b MartkvJerHrts .2 
C A Wafch c Uweridge b House — ...0 

Extras (b 4, w 20 nb 4)_ _ .26 

Total (0 wkta, SO men) __272 

AM Smith dU not bet 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-18 2-28.3^9,4-238, 

5-240. 6-240, 7-260. 8-264. 9-272 

BOWUNG- Martin-Jettons 10-3-39-3; 

Huiton 7-0-27-1; Davies 10-0-51-0: Ch*on 

B-0-59-0: House 9-0-58-5: Lovendge 6-0- 

344) 

Gold mad: WJ House 

Umpires: J F Steele and A G T Whitehead 

Kent v Surrey 

CANTERBURY {Surrey won toss): Stxrey 
(Sets) bear Kent by totrtricteta 
KENT 

T R Ward c Brawn b Ben*arrin--51 

M J Writer mi out --2 

C L Hooper nxi out- .. -.SB 

A P WeSs run ori .... -6 

M A Eriham c and b SsUbury.56 

GRCowrteytowbSriS&jro .3 

M V Fleming c Butcher b B C HoHoahe 6 

”tS A March not out. 37 

M M Patef a Sterner! 0 Saqlain MlbUbi 7 

D W Headtay c end b AJHofloefte.1 

A P tg^eeden not out...0 

Extras [toll, w 5. nb 6) . . 22 

Total (9 wMs, 50 oven}-260 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-14, 2-92, 3-111. 
4--202, 5-204,6-311. 7-212.6-231.0SSB. 
BOWLING: BtckneU 8-1-32-0 Benjamin 
192-37-1; B C HoBoske 5-938-1; Saririn 
Mushtsq 19966-1; SalsOuy 199392: A 1 
J Hoi Soaks 7-9491. 

SURREY 

AD Brawn cWefeb Hooper- -46 

tA J Swart c and b Pew.40 

G P Thcipe not out - 85 

■Aj Hosfcates Mareh b Bemfeig-44 

M A Butchers Marsh bFlenlng.6 

J D RstcHBe tow b Petri.. 0 

B C Hdnate c and b Headey.- -2 

M P Bktoiee not out- 14 

Extras (b 10. w 6, nb S) -. —24 

Total {6 wM* 47 overS)---261 

J E Benjamin, | D K SaTabuy and Saq&Sn 
MushtaqcSdnotbd. 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-03. 2-102, 3-200 
*218, 5-219, 6222. 


BOMUNG: Hoadey 9-969-1: Iggtasdan 9 
9399: Fleming 9937-2: Pari 19950-2 
Hooper 7-1-26-1: EaUtarn 7-1-329. 

Gold award. G P Thorpe 

Umpires: J H Hants and J C Baktaretone 

Minor Counties v 
Warwidulnre 

lAKBiHAM (Wan*toNn won toss;- 
Warwickshire pptsl beat MnorCounbes 6/ 
socwfctets 

MWOH COUNTIES 

•SJ DeenbGidcfins-1 

C J Rogere c Piper b Brown-7 

A Jones cGkJdnsb Hemp-30 

SCGoidemWi bOkiins-1 

MAFeP eP<xsr bWefch-•-1 

RGHIonettc and b Welch..— ...4 

PG Newman fawb Welch-0 

tPJNtholBOnc Piper b Hemp-7 

D B Penned b Hemp- 9 

J M FfeUng t»r b Hsmp —..26 

M A Sharp not out —— -1* 

Bttras (l>5, w 13. nb8--^20 

Total |47.i owe) —--Hi 

PALI. OF WICKETS: 1-7. 2-10. 3-16. 4-24. 
5-41.6-41.7-55.8-66,970 
BOWUNG- Gtodtos 193-14-2;_Brawn 192- 
21-1; Wrich 93-209, Smd 109-199; 
Hemp B. 1-933-4. 

WARWICKSHIRE 

N V Kmrirt c GoWsfrith b Sharp -17 

N M K Siitti c NWealson b Gotarrih _ 13 

D L Hemp c Sharp b Penned- .34 

A F Gtes c Dean o Gcldsmah--8 

•B C Lara not out---30 

T L Penney not out-5 

Extraa(bl.*>2. r *3--- 

Total (4 irids, 24 overs)-112 

G C Smril, D R Brmmi IK J Hper, G Welrii 
and E 5 H Gtodns dkl not beL 
FALL OF WICKETS: 1-31.2-33.3-49.499. 
BOWUNG Newman 49-199: Sep 7-9 
21-1. GoUsmtth 7-3-222; Parmett 59-43-1: 
retting 1-949. 

Gold award: D L Hemp 
Umpires: P WUay m A Clarkson 

Northamptonshire v 
Leicestershire 

NORTHAMPTON (Northampfonshte won 
toss). Leice sta rahre Bpts) beet MrtF 
amptershire by eight wfcfais 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

0 J Capri ere b Lewis-- -.9 

M B Loyo c Nton b Mutety-0 

D J G SMbs c Lriris b MuHtiy—..^4 

RJ Briley cMranbWeUs-M 

A L Penberthy b Mason-02 

TCWabmc Habib b Meson-26 

J N Snaps c Nixon b Mtristiy .— -.0 

tpffctieyrwoui . 16 

D E Meterim not out- -0 

Ettas (b 4, k> a «r 8)..--jJS 

Total (9 teas, 50 ewers)-.196 


Dunstable before champion¬ 
ship cricket resumes on May 
13. He was in the side to play 
Leicestershire second XI yes¬ 
terday. Perhaps he will soon 
be able to spend more time at 
the villa he has bought in 
Barbados. 

Girl power 

Thrumpton women, including 
Karen Smithies, the England 
captain, dismissed Fulwood 
and Broughton for just seven 
in the first round of the 
National Knockout Cup. The 
Nottinghamshire side won by 
nine wickets. Remarkably, it 
was their first game since 
amalgamating with the neigh¬ 
bouring men’s dub as New- | 
ark and Sherwood. Smithies 
took a wicket with her first 

ball 

Father Times 


FALL OF WICKETS: 1-1. 212. 3-26. 4-55, 
595. 9151. 7-155,9187, 9189 
BOWUNG: MuRafy 19934-3, Lewis 92- 
191; Wefis 199292: Mllns 9934-0; 
Simmons 7-9369; Mason 9941-3 
LEICESTERSHIRE 

D L Maddy c Ripley b Malcolm.89 

IJSuicWlBcWatonbCapei.. ..55 

B F Smith not out. ..27 

P V Smmons not out. 10 

Extras,(b4. b7. w3,nb4) ... ;s 

Total {2 wkta, 3S£ overs)_199 

V J WMs. A Hot*. *C C Lewis. tP A Ntxai, 
□ J Mins, T J Mason and A D Mufialy dd 
not bat 

FALL OF WICKETS: 1-123.2-179 
BOWUNG. Malcolm 19242-1. Rose 92- 
290, Penbartty 699439. Curran 9929 
0: Capri 69-291: Snaps 99279 
Gold award’ D L Maddy 
Umpires-. J Holder and T E Jesty. 

Grotto A 

P W L NR Pa R/Rata 
Waiwlctehlre 4 3 1 0 6 2033 

Itecs 4 3 1 0 6 7 10 

Lancasfrte 3 2 1 0 a 1365 

Notts 3 2 1 0 4 B63 

Northants 4 i 3 0 2 -687 

M Counties 4 0 4 0 0 -333s 


Brief fluny 
delights as 
Lara limps 
into action 

By Pat Gibson 

LAKENHAM (Warwickshire 
won toss): Warwickshire (Zpts) 
beat Minor Counties by six 
wickets 

THE result was a foregone 
conclusion as long as the rain 
stayed away, but at l east B rian 
Lara gave the good people of 
Norfolk something to remem¬ 
ber apart from the thatched 
roof of the Old Pavilion that 
gives Lakenham a certain 
charm. They do not see too 
many shots in these parts like 
the one he played to bring the 
scores leveL 

It looked as though the great 
man was not even going to 
grace them with his presence 
at the crease when he delayed 
his arrival until the fall of ihe 
third Warwickshire wicket 
and. when he did get there, he 
seemed to go lame. 

Like a Sobers or a 
Greenidge. however, he plays 
better with a limp and after 
taking three fours off David 
Pennett with a pull, a drive 
and a thiddsh edge, he dipped 
a ball from the former Not¬ 
tinghamshire bowler off his 
hip and over the mid-wicket 
boundary towards the distant 
tennis courts for six. 

Lara stroked the next baQ 
into the covers to give War¬ 
wickshire victory with 26 
overs to mare, taking them to 
the top of the toughest of the 
Benson and Hedges Cup qual¬ 
ifying groups and Leaving the 
Minor Counties bemoaning 
their hide again. 

It might have been different 
if they had won the toss, but 
Steve Dean, their captain, lost 
it again and. for a while, they 
were in danger of being 
bowled out for even fewer than 
their 52 against Lancashire the 
day before. They were 41 for 
six. but Andrew Jones, son of 
Alan, the former Glamorgan 
opener, held up Warwickshire 
with a battling 30 off 104 balls 
and Jonathan Fielding and 
Marcus Sharp produced a 
last-wicket stand off 41. a 
record for the Minor Counties. 

David Hemp, bowling his 
medium pace for the first time 
in on&day cricket since he 
joined Warwickshire, took 
four wickets and made sure of 
the gold award with 34 after 
Knight. Smith and Giles had 
all gone cheaply. 


Yorfttftire 

Wares 

Durham 

Derbyshire 

Scotland 


S way 

Somerset 

Kant 

Guucs 

Hampshi re 

BratSh Urtfvs 


Glamorgan 


4 0 4 0 0 -33.38 

Group B 

P W L NR Pla H/Rate 

3 3 0 0 6 sra 

3 2 10 4 10.14 

2 2 0 0 A 311 

3 0 3 0 0 -5.39 

3 0 3 0 0 -1361 

Group C 

P W L NR Pn R/Rata 


Group D 

P W L NR Pta R/Rate 


SECOND XI CHAMPIONSHIP: Second 


TKay 89. JH Bridock 73. N J Uong tin s 
Iqbal 52 not ouQ and 17-0; Wmncksta, 
36«dec (M J Row* 108. T 
day of throe: Bristol Urtvsrsfty: Durham 
300-6 dec {J A Daley 102. A Fran 58 to 
out): GtoucwhireEaW ^ 

AON TROPHY: Hhridey Town: Lacaaer 
aMra 2395 (DI Stephens 54. □ WBamson 
651. Mttfesw 202 (K P DutiTsS) 
lacesrarfilfe win by 3* runs 1 


New MCC 
president 
a talented 
all-rounder 

BY IVOTfeNNANT 

TONY LEWIS is exceptional¬ 
ly well qualified to be presi¬ 
dent of MCC when the World 
Cup final will be held at 
Lord’s and in an era in which 
there is disagreement among 
the club's 17,500 members as 
to its future direction. He 
succeeds Colin Ingleby-Mac- 
kenzie for a two-year term in 
October. 

Lewis is a man of varied 
talents. Now S9, he won Blues 
at Cambridge for rugby as 
well as cricket, played the 
violin well enough to be 
invited to join the National 
Youth Orchestra of Wales, led 
Glamorgan to the county 
championship in 1969, subse¬ 
quently captained England, 
became cricket correspondent 
of the Sunday Telegraph and 
a commentator for BBC Tele¬ 
vision and, later, the chairman 
of Wales Tourist Board. 

He wrote the official history 
of MCC Double Century, 
published in 1987, and can be 
expected to champion the case 
for women members, if not so 
stridently as the present 
president 

In his autobiography. Play¬ 
ing Days, Lewis depicted him¬ 
self as the last of the amateurs. 
When he made his debut for 
Glamorgan at 17, W3f 
Wooller, his indomitable cap¬ 
tain. shouted at him: “In case 
you don't know, it’s the duty of 
the bloody amateurs to lead 
from the front.'' In due course, 
tewis did just that Of the nine 
Tests in which he played as a 
middle-order batsman, eight 
wen? as captain on the tour of 
India, Ceylon and Pakistan in 
1972-73. 

"In many ways.” he wrote in 
Double Century, “we. the 
yoimg cricketers of the second 
half of the 1950s. were Jhe 
cheated generation: we had 
been weaned on the sight of 
full county grounds and an 
established order at Lord’s, 
out throughout the decade the 
oldorder was changing fast" 
continues during 

“ was evident 
utme MCC annual meeting at 
yesterday, not all of it is 
to the liking of the members 
oyer whom tawis will preside. 
However, it will be a consider- 
aoie surprise if his appoint- 

•SAM? 10 the 
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Universities 
refuse to 

be thwarted 
by Russell 


By John Stern 

BRISTOL (Gloucestershire 
won toss;.- British Universities 
(2pts) beat Gloucestershire bv 
seven runs 


j. ^ P°° R o| d Jack Russel!. Alec 
Stewart’s stated intentions 
have confirmed that his Test 
: » career may be over and 
yesterday he made his highest 
score in one-day cricket, a 
fighting 119 not out. yet fin¬ 
ished on the losing side when 
British Universities finally got 
their just deserts for the spirit¬ 
ed and skilful cricket that they 
have played in their four 
Benson and Hedges Cup 
matches. 

They took Somerset and 
Hampshire close, so it would 
have been apparent to 
: Gloucestershire that the stu¬ 

dents were no mugs. 

Russell, who put on 207 for 
the fourth wicket with Tony 
Wright, was denied even the 
ib consolation of the gold award. 
J “" That accolade went, quite 
reasonably, to Will House, of 
Kern and Cambridge Univer¬ 
sity, for his aggressive and 
hugely effective all-round per¬ 
formance. When he had 
Courtney Walsh caught on the 
long-off boundary by Greg 
Loveridge off the final ball of 
the match. Gloucestershire 
were eight runs away from 
their target of 280, having 
been 236 for three in the 44th 
over. 

ft was House’s fifth wicket 
— all taken in the final seven 
overs as the county side’s 
pursuit became ever more 
desperate. He also took a catch 
at third man to dismiss Tim 
Hancock early in the innings 
while his forceful, left-handed 
hitting brought him 64 from 
only 44 balls, including seven 
fours and two sixes. 

He oversaw the addition of 
86 runs in the last ten overs. 54 
of which came in the final five. 
Martyn Ball, the off spinner, 
and Jon Lewis, the medium- 
pacer., both suffered from 
House's belligerence. He Jut- 
Ball Straight for six, after 


Russell had missed a sharp 
stumping chance down the leg 
side the ball before, and 
managed to find the mid¬ 
wicket boundary' off Lewis 
despite the presence of three 
fielders in that area. 

House's knock contrasted 
sharply wiih the two other 
half-centuries in the British 
Universities’ innings. Both the 
captain. Anurag Singh, who 
made 56 at the top of the order, 
and Mark Chiiion, who scored 
54. batted with cool heads and 
determination, seeking to es¬ 
tablish a firm base rather than 
going for the more fashionable 
madcap start 

House’s arrival gave the 
innings jusi the boost of 
energy it required and allowed 
the students to set an extreme¬ 
ly challenging target. They 
were assisted by some shoddy 
out-cricket Bowling into the 
wind proved a serious prob¬ 
lem for Lewis, amongst oth¬ 
ers. and the fielding was poor 
— three catches were dropped. 

Gloucestershire's reply 
began slowly and was ham¬ 
pered further by the loss of 
three early wickets. Cunliffe 
was bowled driving at Hutton 
and the captain. Alleyne. 
edged a lifting ball from 
Martin-Jenkins to second slip. 

Both Russell and Wright 
were given a life apiece but 
performed wonders to take 
Gloucestershire so close to 
victory for it was only in the 
latter stages of their partner¬ 
ship that they gained real mo¬ 
mentum. restricted as they 
were by the accuracy of Mar¬ 
tin-Jenkins and Hutton. 

Russell’s first fifty took h/m 
81 balls to compile but his 
second half-century needed 
only 40. Wright’s half-century 
was reached off 60 balls and 
his departure, for 93, brought 
Lewis to the crease. 

He strong-armed his first 
. ball from House to the extra- 
cover boundary. The next one 
was driven low to point, where 
Pyemontheld a superb catch 
inches off die ground. 
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Killeen, the Durham fast bowler, strives for extra pace in the match a gains t Scotland at the Riverside Ground yesterday 

Durham overcome host of problems 


By Richard Hobson 

CHESTER-LE-STREET (Scot¬ 
land won toss): Durham (2pts) 
beat Scotland by two wickets 

SCOTLAND are basing them¬ 
selves at Chester-Ie-Street for 
the World Cup next season 
and, yesterday, they gave inst¬ 
ant approval to what will 
become their adopted home. 
However, just when a first 
Benson and Hedges Cup vic¬ 
tory for eight years appeared 
within their grasp, the nous of 
first-class opposition finally 
told. 

Until the dosing, stages. 
Durham could not have made 
more accommodating hosts. 
They conceded 19 wides in the 
Scotland total of 210 for six 
and then surrendered early 
wickets frivolously. A sixth- 
wicket stand of 83 in II overs 
between Martin Speight and 
Michael Foster eventually re¬ 
duced . the possibility of a 
defeat ignominious even by 


Durham’s standards, which 
are not always very high. 

Even then. Scotland threat¬ 
ened to retrieve the situation. 
Wright removed Foster and 
Boiling in successive balls to 
reduce Durham to 203 for 
seven and in the next over 
Speight flicked Brinkley into 
the hands of deep square leg. 
Betts edged the next ball to the 
third-man boundary and then 
drove with rather more con¬ 
viction for the winning four. 

Nobody in the Scotland 
team deserved success more 
than Douglas Lockhart. After 
graduating from Durham 
University last summer, he 
took up a place at Oxford and 
made his first-class debut at 
the Parks last month. He 
scored 75 from 119 balls with 
five fours, giving the Scotland 
innings much-needed accel¬ 
eration and accounted for 
Lew's with a smart throw 
from backward point 

Lockhart added 109 for the 
second wicket with Lodde, 


but. in the closing stages of a 
neat partnership, it appeared 
that a familiar weakness 
would prove costly. Their bats¬ 
men are adept at crease occu¬ 
pation but struggle to 
improvise. Lodde batted 
through 40 overs in accumu¬ 
lating 54 before he top-edged a 
pull to Speight Lockhart then 
managed to raise the tempo. 
Parsons -supported him in a 
stand of 60 in eight overs and 
only in the penultimate over 
did Lockhart succumb, 
bowled attempting to heave 
Wood through mid-wicket 

Asm? Butt a shopkeeper 
bom in Lahore but qualified 
by residence, seemed to have 
taken too much notice of the 
professionals as he began the 
Durham innings with succes¬ 
sive wides. Otherwise, the 
part-time players showed 
more discipline than their 
supposed superiors. 

Roseberry was run out by 
Ailinghamfrom square leg as 
he attempted a single with 


tittle obvious urgency and 
Speak drove a full toss from 
Dyer, a tidy off spin bowler, to 
mid-on. In the next over. 
Lockhart accounted for Lewis 
and the scoreboard revealed 
that Scotland were now ahead 
according to the Duck¬ 
worth/ Lewis method. 

A Scotland supporter sug¬ 
gested a rain dance in an 
attempt to pilfer the points, 
but when, seven overs later. 
Boon cut loosely at a wide ball 
from Allingham, die support¬ 
er's pessimism seemed ill- 
placed; even more so when 
Collingwood gave the medi¬ 
um-pace bowler a second 
wicket by driving to cover. 

However. Speight and Fos¬ 
ter demonstrated the right mix 
of restraint to the good-length 
balls and power when the 
bowlers strayed off line. Dur¬ 
ham will secure a place in the 
quarter-finals for the first time 
if they beat Worcestershire 
today, but they will have to 
play better than they did here. 


TENNIS 


Rusedski takes 
rain check as 
challenge slips 

From Alix Ramsay in Hamburg 


PLAYING on day is not Greg 
Rusedski’s favourite occupa¬ 
tion at the best of times, but on 
a cold, windy and intermina¬ 
bly damp day in northern 
Germany, it became a night¬ 
mare. Against Emilio Alva¬ 
rez; a qualifier from Spain, 
who prefers the red sand 
beneath his feet, his job was 
made all the harder by three 
rain delays. 

The third recess, caused by 
yet another downpour, 
proved lenninaL {finally. 
Alan Mills, the referee, gave 
in to the elements and the 
match was suspended. By 
then. Rusedski was in trouble. 
After two stoppages, be had 
won die first set on a tie- 
break. but was then broken in 
the opening game of the 
second and never recovered. 

As that set whistled by, the 
No2 seed dug in again and 
drew first Mood in the third to 
lead 2-0. only to be broken in 
the next game. Leading 3-2. 
the heavens opened and at 7-6. 
0-6.3-2. Rusedski was back in 
the locker-room pondering 
the resumption of hostilities 
today. 

After three days of inactivi¬ 
ty. the other leading seeds 
were not having the best of 
days, either. The roof over the 
Centre Court may have pro¬ 
tected Marcelo Rios and 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov from the 
rain, but it did little to protect 
either from players with a 
point to prove. 

Rios, the Nol seed, faced 
Wayne Ferreira, who is still 
trying to force his way back 
after an ankle injury. Once he 
was ranked as high as No 6. 
but, with a brittle tempera¬ 
ment be could not live up to 
his potential. Yesterday was a 
different story. Rios began in 
line style, dropping only one 
point on his own service in the 
first set but as only Rios can, 
be began to lose momentum 
and the match slipped away 
3-6, 64. 6-3. Not that he was 
too worried. It was his first 
match hark after three weeks 
off with an elbow injury and 
he was happy enough with his 
efforts in the first seL Rios is 
that sort of chap. 

Kafelnikov was completely 
outgunned by Thomas Mus¬ 
ter 64. 6-2 and. for a man 
usually described as either a 


machine or an animal. Mus¬ 
ter seemed to be having a very 
jolly time on court Then 
again, he knew that 
Kafelnikov always struggles 
against him — in four previ¬ 
ous encounters, the Russian 
had won only once and that 
was bade in 1994. 

Muster, 30. was enjoying 
the unusual combination of 
fitness and form. For the first 
time in three weeks, he is 
injury-free and. as he put it 
“When you’re feeling better 
and playing better, things 
work better in you’re head." 
With everything in tune, he 
withstood Kafelnikov's initial 
onslaught as die Russian 
broke first Muster broke 
straight back and then 
wrapped up the set, breaking 
Kafelnikov again with an 



Rusedski: troubled 

outrageous net-cord. From 
there Kafelnikov lost heart 
and Muster was having a 
ball. 

Considering that he had 
been advised to give up the 
game only a couple of months 
ago by an Austrian doctor and 
he had been written off after a 
poor day-court season last 
year, it was not a bad perfor¬ 
mance. “I had the feeling that 
people were trying to bury me 
alive," Muster sail “As long 
as 1 can play with the younger 
players and I’m fit enough to 
run for 3*2 hours. I see no 
reason not to go on. Everyone 
around me says 1 should 
retire, but I don't feel like it 
Maybe they think you need a 
full head of hair before you 
can play.” 
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Sheehan on bridge 


ISIL 



BY ROBERT SHEEHAN. BRIDGE CORRESPONDENT 

— This was a curiosity from the TGR high game. What is the 
only lead to beat South’s Seven Heart contract? 


Dealer North 


Love All 

* A K Q109 
J 

O Q J 109 

* OJ10 


Rubber Bridge 


4 J8742 
08 

v> K64 
4 976 



W 


1 S 
3 NT 


Pass 

Pass 


2 H 
7 H 


All 


Contract: Seven Hearts by South. Lead: eight of spades. 


North-South were playing a 
strong No-Trump, so a rebid 
of TWo No-Trumps over TVo 
Hearts would show a minx- 
mum hand. North's rebid of 
Three No-Trumps showed 
around 16 points and a serru- 
balanced hand unsuitable 
for opening One No-TYump. 

South considered his hand 
too good to force over the 
One Spade opening ; The 
trouble with bidding Three 
Hearts on the first round is 
that it leaves little room for 
further investigation, and so 
it is often correct to start 
more slowly with Two 
* Hearts. At least that way 
North’s rebid would show 
his strength. When the rebid 
was Three No-Trumps there 
was a fair supposinon that 
North would have two 
hearts as well as some good¬ 
ies in the minors, so to spec¬ 
ulate Seven Hearts was not 
unreasonable. 


After the spade lead the 
d eclar er threw his three los¬ 
ing minor-suit cards on the 
AKQ of spades; he then 
played hearts from the top. 
thus bringing home tne 
slam. Of course the lead of 
the queen of hearts beats 
Seven Hearts. That cuts 
declarer off from dummy. 

□ From this Friday I am 
running a series of lessons 
for beginners. The first one 
or two columns may not be 
of interest to regular readers, 
but after that f hope that the 
reminders of the basic prin¬ 
ciples will help most of you. 
And please point out to any¬ 
one keen to learn bridge that 
The Times on Fridays will be 
a must for the next few 
months. 

D Robert Sheehan writes on 
bridge Monday to Friday in 
Sport and in the Weekend 
section on Saturday. 


By Philip Howard 


PFELLA 

a. A Moroccan headdress 

b. Couscous cake 

c A marker 

SACKIE 

a. A parrot 

b. A downsized employee 

c. A butt of sherry 


OROBUS 

a. A herb 

b. A discretionary omniDus 

c. An antelope 
POM PI LID 

a. A silk hat 

b. A partisan of Pompey 

c. A wasp 

Answers on page 50 



By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

Junior style 

It is a source of constant 
fascination to psychologists 
and explorers of cognitive 
talent that children can dis¬ 
play immense expertise in 
chess. In so many areas of 
activity, experience is a vital 
ingredient of achievement or 
success, in chess, though, 
rather like music and 
mathematics, pre-teenagers 
are capable of extraordinary 
exploits. Here are two fur¬ 
ther games by the world's 
youngest grandmaster 
Ruslan Ponomariev. 

White: Ponomariev 
Black* Garda Qundain 

Pamplona 1996 


Diagram of final position 



a b c d e f g h 
White: De la Villa Garda 
Blade Ponomariev 

Pamplona 1996 

Sicilian Defence 



Scandinavian Defence 

i 

B4 

d5 

2 

exd5 

CtttJS 

3 

Nc3 

Cld8 

4 

d4 

Nf6 

5 

Nf3 

c6 

6 

Bc4 

Bf5 

7 

Ne5 

e6 

8 

9* 

Bg6 

9 

M 

Bb4 

10 

Rh3 

Nbd7 

11 

Qe2 

Nb6 

12 

h5 

B04 

13 

Bf4 

Qxti4 

14 

Rdi 

Bd3 

15 

Rhxd3 

CM4 

16 

Rd4 

Qh2 

17 

Nxf7 

0-0 

18 

Bxe6 

Nbd5 

19 

Qe5 

og? 

20 

Rxb4 

Nxb4 

21 

Rd8 

Nxc2+ 

22 

Ke2 

001 

23 

Odd 

QeJ + 

24 

Kd3 

Re8 

25 

Rxa8 

Nb4+ 

26 

Kc4 

Black 

resigns 


1 

e4 

c5 

2 

N13 

NcS 

3 

4 

Bb5 

axes 

§xc6 

5 

6 

d3 

Nc3 

SK 

7 

h3 

f6 

fl 

Be3 

b6 

9 

Qe 2 

eS 

10 

Nd2 

Nf7 

11 

a3 

Oe7 

12 

34 

0-0 

13 

a5 

Be6 

14 

0-0 

15 

15 

16 

ex15 

(4 

£& 

17 

axb6 

axb6 

1H 

Qh5 

Bc8 

19 

Khl 

ex14 

20 

Bxf4 

b5 

21 

Nf3 

C4 

22 

Raal 

016 

23 

Ctxc4 

bxc4 

?4 

Kh2 

Og6 

2b 

26 


W 

27 


Rxe5 

28 


Re6 

29 


Bxb6 

30 

Rdi 

Kf7 

37 

M 

Ra3 

32 

33 

sL 

Ra7 

Rb7 

34 

Ba3 

RbS 

35 

Kg2 

Be5 

36 

RBI 

Bd4 

3/ 

Rdi 

Be5 

38 

Rel 

KJ6 

39 

Rfl 

Bd5+ 

40 


cxd5 

41 


64 

42 


OB 

43 

cxd3 

RD3 

44 

45 

46 

& 

Rc 1 

ROJ3+ 

S 

47 

Ke3 

KJ5 

48 

Rhl 

Rd3+ 

49 

Ke2 

Rh3 

50 

Rf1 + 

Ke4 

White resigns 



j,--.-;.. WINNING MOVE; , 


By Raymond Keene 

White to play. This position is 
from Van Wely * An and, 
Monaco. 1998. Some consider 
Viswanathan Anand. the Indi¬ 
an grandmaster, to be the 
strongest player in the world. 
He is certainly strong, but 
here he suffers a rare defeat- 
How did the game continue? 

Solution on page 50 



AN EXCLUSIVE READER OFFER 


THE 



Ptay championship courses 

in Franco and the Algarve 



T imes readers can save up to 
50 pa - cam ex more cxi a wide 

range of adventure activities 
untO July 31.1998. They are aD featured 
in our Wild Spirits supplement (free 
with last Saturdays Times). 

• Bode your visit in advance by 
telephone with one of the centres 
listed in the supplement and attach 
four differently numbered tokens 
from The Times to the coupon which 
will appear again rat Saturday. 

• Each completed coupon entitles 
you to any offer featured, either as 
an individual, a family or with 
friends. Our offer prices are followed 
by the normal cost in brackets. 

• A total of 13 tokens and five 
coupons will be printed in The Times 
until Saturday May 9, enabling you 
to try as many as three different 
activities if you wish. 


GOLF IN FRANCE 


Enjoy a two-day golf break at Golf 
d’Arras borne of the French professional 
championships. The course is set in 
spectacular countryside with the river 
and woodland providing great 
challenges for golfers. Offer prices 
range from £95 to £109 pp based on two 
or four people travelling. Offer includes 
return channel crossing, one night’s 
B&B in a three-star hotel, two rounds of 
golf plus a FREE Clubman dub 
cleaner, worth £30. for every person 
booking. Extra nights are £29 pp with 
extra rounds of golf for £15 pp. Offer 
available Monday to Sunday from May 
1 to October 31.1998, excluding June. 
Call Leisure Direction on 0181-324 4004. 


RED SEA SCUBA DIVING 

Save tip to 45% off brochure prices tin a 
scuba diving holiday to the Red Sea resorts 
of Shaim d Sheikh or Hurgbada. Offer 
prices for Hurghada range from £249 to 
£359 fcr three- or four-star hotels. Prices for 
Sharm d Sheikh are from £299 to £369 for 
four-ex five-star hotels. Prices indude 
flights, taxes, transfers and sevei nights’ 
accommodation. Hus save cm diving 
packages including twofor-one on complete 
PADI Open Water learn to Dive courses, 
saving 070. Qualified divers can book one 
days diving (two boat dives} and get 
another day free - saving £25. Departures 
in June. July, August and November. 

Call Gokienjcy Sports 
on 0171-794 9767. 
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TOMORROW: HANG GLIDING, 
PARAGUDING AND SCUBA DIVING, 
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50 SPORT / BROADCASTING _ 

New Zealander heads overseas challenge at Badminton 

Todd brings 
News to 
worry home 
contingent 


THE TIMES THURSDAY MAY 71998 


By Jenny MacAjrthur 


MARK TODD and Broadcast 
News, who won the Open 
European three-day event 
championships last Septem¬ 
ber, head a formidable foreign 
entry for the Mitsubishi Mo¬ 
tors Badminton Horse Trials, 
which begin today in the 
grounds of the Duke of Beau¬ 
fort'S Badminton House. 

Seventy-nine horses are 
competing, many of which are 
short of a run because of the 
wet weather that forced the 
cancellation of Brigstock and 
Ston Easton, two key prepara¬ 
tory events. However, the 
going at Badminton should 
come as a welcome relief. After 
several days of drying wind, 
Hugh Thomas, the director, 
described it yesterday as "the 
best ever". 

Thomas has built nine 
imposing new fences for the 
cross-country stage on Satur¬ 
day. “The top riders are so 
good it's always difficult keep¬ 
ing a step ahead of them,” he 
said, in recognition of the 
unique skills required to suc¬ 
ceed over the world's toughest 
three-day event, the first prize 
has been increased to £26 jOOO. 
the richest in the sport. 

However, the spoils are un¬ 
likely to stay at home. Once the 
preserve of the British, the last 
domestic winner at Badminton 
was Virginia Leng. on We I ton 
Houdini. in 1993. In the four 
years since. Todd has won 
twice for New Zealand and 
Bruce Davidson and David 
O’Connor once each for the 
United States. This week, with 
two of the leading British 
contenders — Mary King’s Star 
Appeal and Ian Stark's Arakai 
— both sidelined with injury 
and William Fox-Pitt nursing a 
broken ankle, Kristina Gifford, 
with General Jock, is the best 
British hope to hah the run of 
foreign success. 

She has a daunting task. 
The New Zealand entry alone 
reads like a Who’s Who of 
eventing: Todd, a dual Olym¬ 
pic gold medal-winner; Blyth 
Tait and Ready Teddy, the 
1996 Olympic champions; 
Vaughn Jefferis, with Bounce, 
the reigning world champi¬ 
ons; and Andrew Nicholson, a 
member of the silver medal¬ 
winning team in Atlanta. 

Add to this list Matt Ryan, 
the 1992 Olympic champion, 
from Australia, with Hinne- 
gar and Gay Faer, Lucy 
Thompson, the 1995 European 
champion, from Ireland, with 
Welton Romance, and Bruce 
Davidson, of the United 


States, a dual world champi¬ 
on, with his 1995 winner. 
Eagle Lion, and the task of the 
British riders is put into 
perspective. 

Todd is as hungry for success 
ar 42 as when he gained the 
first of his three wins in 1980. 
“There’s an edge to Badminton 
— it's the one everyone dreams 
of winning.” he said. 

Broadcast News, a 14-year- 
old gelding reminiscent of Cha¬ 
risma in size and colour , is 
proficient in all three disci¬ 
plines — a fact that Todd 
attributes as much to Vicky 
Latta, his former rider, as to his 
own training. His only concern 
this week is over the gelding's 
fitness after he sustained a 
pulled muscle in his back and a 
bruised foot at Belton last 
month. "He had to have a week 
off so I7n just hoping we’ve got 
enough work into him.” Toad 
said yesterday. 

If Todd does display any 
weakness, his compatriots, 
who are all seeking their first 
win. will be quick to take 
advantage. Jefferis has had his 
appetite whetted after finish¬ 
ing second on Bounce in 1996. 
while Tart, who has been 
runner-up twice, knows he 
wiJJ probably never have a 
better chance than this year. 
Ready Teddy, his Olympic 
champion, has had four pre¬ 
paratory outings, winning 
three. “He's grown-up this 
spaing, he just seems to find it 
all so easy.” Tait said. 

Although without his top 
horse. Arakai. Ian Stark, of 
Great Britain, the winner in 
19S6 and 1988. will make a 
determined challenge with 
The Moose, his second horse, 
which stands at an enormous 
IS hands. Other leading 
British contenders include 
Christopher Bartle, with 
Word Perfect, and Pippa 
Funneil, with Bits and Pieces, 
who are both hoping to com¬ 
pensate for untypical mistakes 
at the Open European cham¬ 
pionships in September. 
Faultless performances would 
earn them a place on the 
shortlist for the world champi¬ 
onships m Rome in October. 

Karen Dixon, who was out 
of action for five months last 
year after injuring her knee in 
a fall at Thirlestane. hopes to 
reinstate her Olympic horse, 
the 12-year-old gelding. Too 
Smart, as a leading contender 
for the team. If Dixon, one of 
the pluckiest riders in the 
sport, succeeds this year, there 
would be few more deserving. 
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Gifford and General Jock provide die best hope of British success in the Mitsubishi Trophy 

Gifford employs teamwork 
to become best of British 


M erely to be com¬ 
peting at Bad¬ 
minton this 
week is a relief 
for Kristina . Gifford. Two 
years ago, after a glorious 
decade, luck ran out on her. 
Both her Badminton entries. 
General Jock and Midnight 
Blue, were withdrawn with 
injuries and Gifford’s cher¬ 
ished ambition to compete at 
the Olympic Games in Atlan¬ 
ta was frustrated. 

Midnight Blue was found 
to have navicular disease and 
was retired from the sport 
General Jock, whose feet had 
always been troublesome, de¬ 
veloped an abscess in his foot 
that then burst He came back 
for Bur&deyatthecnd of 1996 
— finishing fifth — but the 
luck did not hold. Last spring, 
he sustained deepseated 
bruising in his heel and had to 
miss Badminton again. 

Until then Gifford, now 27. 
had locked set to follow in the 
footsteps of Lucinda Great 
and Virginia Leng as the 
sport's leading lights. She 
might have been bred for the 
job. Her father. Josh, was the 
National Hunt champion 
jockey four times and is a 
successful trainer, her mother, 
the former Althea Roger- 
Smith, was best known as a 
showjumper, but finished sec¬ 
ond at Burghley in 1967. 

Gifford, who. at 5ft 9in. 
considered herself to be too 
tall for a racing career, made 
her mark in eventing. At 16, 
riding Song and Dance Man. 
she won the first of two junior 
European team gold medals. 
“She was a natural.” Gill 
Watson, the trainer of the 
Junior and Young Riders 
teams, said. For Gifford, the 
years under Watson’s auspi¬ 
ces gave her the confidence to 
move seamlessly into senior 
competition. 


Jenny MacArthar 
on a rider out to 
show selectors she 
can still compete 
with the world elite 


At 22. she won the individual 
silver, on Song and Dance 
Man, at the 1993 European 
championships. The next year, 
on General Jock, she was a 
member of the Great Britain 
team that won gold at the 1994 
world championships. For 

1995, she changed to Midnight 
Blue and brought home a team 
gold from the Open European 
championships. Those success¬ 
es — and her performance at 
Badminton in 1995, where she 
finished fifth and seventh — 
established her as a leading 
contender for the Olympics in 

1996. “It all seemed too easy,” 
she recalled. 

It is now three years since 
she has been in the Great 
Britain team. Sitting at home 
awl watching them finish fifth 
in Atlanta was “devastating”. 
Last year, for the Open Euro¬ 
pean championships, she was 
left out again. General Jock 
had retained to foil fitness by 
the summer, but Gifford, hav¬ 
ing missed the main selection 
trial at Badminton, was asked 
to compete as an individual. 
She produced a flawless 
peformance to win the bronze 
medal “I had a point to 
prove." she said. 

She has to prove that point 
again at Badminton this week, 
when she will start as the 
leading British contender to 
win the Mitsubishi Trophy, if 
she is to be reinstated in the 
team for the world champion¬ 
ships in Rome this October. 
The pressure is unlikely to 


Answers Ertan page 45 
PFELLA 

Win A ustra lian Pidgin often used as a marker of an adjective; 
demonstrative or numeral. Reproducing Australian Aborigines: 
pronunciation of “feOow". “Now you go tonga Warrego an* big 
pteua pteeseman hang you tonga rope." 

SACK1E 

(a) An y of several small parrots found in northern South America, 
especially Ao/zues melanocephcda which has black, blue and g r e en 
pinnmge. The local name in Guyana. “I would ™i the kiss-ha- 

dees and saddes as they sang.** 

OROBUS 

(a) A herb of the genus so called, be l on g in g to die family 
uegummosae and now usually included in the genus Lathyrus. 
io common gardener's parlance. - bitter-vetch. These Orotoi 
supply some of the most beautiful of spring amt early summer 
nowers. 

POMPILID 

(eJA predatory fossoriaf wasp belonging to the family Pompitidae. 


SOLUTION TO WINNING CHESS MOVE 


affect her. This week, she 
knows that she is sitting on 
one of die most consistent 
horses in the sport General 
Jock. 13, was seventh at Bad¬ 
minton in 19% the year that 
he went on to non a team gold 
at the world championships. 
Two faultless performances at 
Burghley in the past two years 
have continued his unblem¬ 
ished record at four-star level 
His preparation for Bad¬ 
minton has been meticulous. 
There has been dressage in¬ 
struction from Emil Faurie. 
die international rider, and 
fitness tests on her father's all- 
weather gallops on the edge of 
the South Downs. 

The soft going expected for 
the cross country on Saturday 
will be to General Jock’s 
advantage. Gifford will walk 
the course with her mother, 
because “she has such a 
natural instinct of what is the 
right way to jump a fence”. 

S ince his last outing at 
Belton Park three 
weeks ago. General 
Jock has been 
“wrapped in cotton wool". 
Such are the vagaries of the 
sport that there is usually a 
high fall-out rate in the weeks 
leading up to Badminton. 
Mary King and William Fox- 
Pttt are two notable casualties 
this year. King’s horses are 
both injured and Fox-Pitt 
broke his ankle in a fall. 

Gifford came close to join¬ 
ing than. At Belton, her 
young horse. State Diplomat 
made a rare mistake at The 
Coffin and Gifford sustained 
a heavy fall on her shoulder. 
“I thought ‘Oh no. here goes 
B adminto n’.” she said, “but 
fortunately 1 only tore some 
ligaments.” An hour lata, she 
took General Jock round the 
same course; her courage has 
never been in question. 


GYMNASTICS 

Mason near 
to bronze 

GREAT Britain missed win¬ 
ning two medals by a whisker 
yesterday in the European 
championships in St Peters¬ 
burg. in which, for the first 
rime, they had two gymnasts in 
both sonar and junior indivi¬ 
dual and apparatus finals. 

lisa Mason, the national 
champion, from Huntingdon, 
was fourth in the apparatus 
finals for floor exercises, miss¬ 
ing the bronze medal by 0.05 of 
a mark. She finished twentieth 
in the all-round individual com¬ 
petition. Annika Reeder, of 
Basildon, was fifth on vault and 
sixteenth overall. 


television CHOICE 


TV to give you the hump 




WDd World of the East: Masters of the Gobi 
Channel 5. 730pm 

Channel 5’s wildlife films owe more to the ancient 
tradition of undemanding travelogue for the 
cinema than to the rigorous discipline of natural 
history for television. This new strand tegins with 
a dawdling portrait of the Bactrian camel, a 
majestic beast which takes its twin humps for epic 
strolls across the Sino-Soviet Desert, its ability to 
withstand cold and hear, drought and long-haul 
journeys without benefit of cocktails or movies 
makes it ideal for the Mongol suppliers who ferry 
essentials to the nomads. Their masters, who come 
from beligerem stock, favour the camels with nasal 

SSLgh a brutal method oFsubjugation it 
seems to work. 

Unholy land?: The Big Five-Q 
Channel 4.930pm 

Like Israel. Meira Lotner was bom in 1948. A 
psychologist who is “a second-generation 
Holocaust victim", 'who counsels bereaved 
families, whose son is a soldier stationed in 
occupied territory, and who was politicised by the 
Arab-Jewish conSia, she supremely embodies the 
tensions of her nation. Danny Bamea, the director, 
is a local television cameraman, one of many id 
bring an idea to the executive producer Adam 
Alexander whose company, Mosaic Films, was 


conventional approach to documentary film¬ 
making." says Alexander. “We explore stories on 
tape and Dannv shot two scenes which are in the 
programme and which immediately struck me as a 
greai starting point for a story. Meira believes she 
stands for the future of what Israel has to do.” 

Unholy Land?: The Detainee 
Channel 4. 930pm 

Eiias Jaraysch is a Palestinian held without charge 
or trial by'the Israeli authorities at Damoun prison 
near Haifa. His wife Linda is not allowed to visit 
him because this would be seen as “a danger to 
security" bur his children may. She has lost ten of 
their £5 vears of marriage. Her mood swings 


Magic medicine? (BBC2.930pm) 

violently she is paranoid about the neighbours 
SS^ets that Eos 

She humours her cranky old fafoer who declares 
“We'll kick him out” when uLtf 

released. She reads a long, passimate leter from 
EliasLn his cell while her little boy Basil yawns 
hugely. When blessed relrase comes. emMmn 
pours out: tears, kisses. bear-hug&.fuD Eaos, 
ul illations, all put in perspective by Elias mms ett. 
an ordinary man still motivated by extraordinary 
defiance. Suher Ismail's essay is powerful m us 
simplicity. 

Horizon: Magic Ballet 
BBC2 . 930pm 

What we all want is a drug as precise in its 
application to an area of disease as a laser is in 
surgery. Paul Zamecnick of Harvard has been on. 
this quest for 40 years and has had a solution in his 
hands for the past 20. It's called antisense; but 
don’t go asking your GP for it quite yet. TTie theory 
is that specifically encoded DNA blocks the 
progress of disease by baffling its own DNA. Hie 
years of delay have been swallowed u p by d oubts 
about antisense's reliability and its potential for 
side-effects, the usual accompaniments to 
developments in medicine. Recent testing on 
animals has allayed some of the fears. Now gallant 
patients, otherwise doomed, batien on to the 
promise oF this treatment but not all benefit It's a 
story so far. W. Stephen Gilbert 


RADIO CHOICE 


You Can Come Out Now 
Radio 4.8.02pm 

it is 103 years since Oscar Wilde was put on trial 
but chanees in attitudes to homosexuality, 
convenient' as a century may be in establishing 
their timeframe, have actually come about over a 
much shorter period: 30 years ago gay people could 
be prosecuted, now a gay man sits'in the British 
Cabinet. This progra m me is the start of a two-pan 
history of the campaign for equal recognition for 
gay people. The next landmark comes when —or if 
— Parliament votes to equalise the age of consent at 
16. And soon, the European Court is expected to 
ban discrimination against homosexuals in the 
Armed Farces. But Nigel Wrench's programmes 
show that these issues have produced divisions 
within the gay community. 


830am Kevm Graerirg and Zee EaU 9.00 Scran Mayo 12M 
Jo 'iVhie/. rcictes 1230pm Navsbeat 200 Mak Radctiffe 
430 CLvs '.Yaren. J,d_ -d as S45 Newsbea &30 The Evening 
Session S30 Lve Update wsh Caroline Johnstone BL40 
John Pee; 1030 Mary Arae Hobbs 130am Cm be Jordan 
430 Chris Moytes 


630am Sarah Kennedy 730 Wake Up to VUogan 930 Ken 
Bruce 1130 Jxirry Young 130pm Debbie Thrower 3.00 Ed 
Stewart 5-05 John Cixn 730 David Allan's Country Club 830 
PexA Jones Winners of rheWC Handy Awards, held last week to 
Memphis 9.00 May to Dumber Adaptation of Paul 
Mendeisan's TVsttccm. Alec plans to lake ZoS out. but she has 
an accident Starring Anton Rodgers and Lesley Dunlop 930 
The News HudtSnes Roy Hudd. June WtwfiekJ and Chris 
Emmett in the sward-warming comedy sketch show1035 Paul 
GamSacdnf s Inside Track Racfia 2*s ereydopetfia ol popular 
muse 1030 Richard Affinson 1205am Sieve Madden 300 
Alex Lester 


RADIO 5 LIVE 


6O0amThe Breakfast Programme 900 Nicky Campbel 1200 
The Mdday News i-OOpm Ruscoe and Co 430 Nationwide 
730 News Edra 730 On the Line tivdepth investigation at 
controversial sporting issues 830 Inside Edge 930 
SportsAmerica mth Alton Byrd 930 Sportshop 1030 Section 
Wght Uve. Nick Roberson presents a local election special, 
with reporters at the man council counts around the country, 
and analysis ot an the results 330am Up All Night 530 
Mommg Reports 


VIRGIN RADIO 


730am Chris Evans 1030 Rues Wffiams 130pm Nick Abbott 
430 Robin Banks 6A5 (FM) London Calling 730 Ray Cokes 
1030 Paul Coyte 200am Howard Pearce 530 Jeremy dark 


6.00am On Air, with Petroc TreJawny 
930 Ma a te m o rita, with Peter Hobday. Bach (Concerto 
Movement in D); Mozart (Adagio and Fugue In C 
minor); Chopin (Two Nocturnes); Stenhammer 
(Fkxenz and Btanziflor); Rossini (String Sonata No 
4 in B flat); Sibelius (Symphony No 4) 

1030 Artist of the Week: Samuel Ramey Joan 
Bakevrell talks to the American bass about his 
Me tr op o litan opera debut 

1130 Sound Stories: Conductor's Comer. A profile 
of Georg Solti who cSed last year 
1230 Composer erf the Week: Johann Strauss (son) 
130pm The RacBo 3 Lunddkne Concert. City of 
London Sintonia under Graeme Jenkins. Debussy 
(Sarabavte); Ravel (Pavane Pour ire infante 
dsfunte); Francabt (Pavane Pour un Genie); Joflvet 
(La Reche du Temps); Ravel (LeTombeau de 


Interval 

Radio 3,835pm 

There are people who have read War and Peace. 
there are even people who have read A Brief 
HistorvofTime beyond pa°e35... and then there 
are the rest of us, a large category which 
conveniently divides into two: those who simply lie 
about their reading and the majority, who may 
have read these grear tomes but have no real 
memory of the books as entire works. We tend to 
remember characters, incidents, the rough outizne 
of a story, where it was set, but litrle more. These 
are the themes of Amnesia In Linens, a musing by 
Patrick S us kind read as tonight's Interval feature 
by Mark Straker. The question tackled by Suskind 
is whether, given our poor memory for detail, these 
books are worth reading at alL Peter Barnard 


WORLD SERVICE 


730am News 7.15 Insight 730 Meriden Books 830 News 
8.15 Otf the Shea 830 Composer of file Month930 News; 
(648 only) News in German 9.10 Pause for Thought 9.15 
Performance 930 Blues World 1030 News 1035 World 
Business Repot 10.15 History Today 1030 Network 10.45 
Sports Roindup 1130 Nawsdesk 1130 Discovery 1230 
Newsdask 1230pm The Learning Wtirid 1245 Ron Our Own 
Correspondent 130 News; (648 only) News in German 135 
World Business Report 1.15 Britain Today 130 Record News 
135 Sports Roundup 230 Newshou330 News 335 Outa* 
330 Muttitrack X-Press 430 News 435Spate Roundup4.16 
Westway 430 The Vtoege Chad Show; (648 only) News in 
German 530 Europe Today 530 World Business Report &45 
Britain Today630 News 6.15 Insight 630 Record News; (648 
onfy) News in German 845 Sports Roundup 7.00 Newsdask 
730 Assignment 830 News Sunmary 831 CXrdook 835 
Parse far Thougrt830JoivrPeel 930Newshour 1038News 
1035 Wbrid Business Report 10.15 Britain Today 1030 
Marxian Books 1130 Newsdesk 1130 Insight 11.45 Sports 
Roundup1230News1235am Oudoak1230John Peel 130 
Newsdesk 130 Westway 135 Britain Today 230 Newsdesk 
230 Composer ot the Month 330 Newsday 330 Focus on 
Padh 430 News 435 World Business Report 4,15 Spoils 
Roundup 430 The World Today 530 The World Today 


CLASSIC FM 


630am Breakfast with Beley Nick Bailey intraducts muse tor 
the morning 830 Henry Kelly. Michael Barry prepares sausage 
stovies. Plus, ihe Record ol the Week 1200 Lunchtime 
Requests. Jane Markham presents favourite music 200pm 
Concerto. Vivaldi (Vtafln Concerto No 5 in Eflte, La tampesta «* 
Merer, Viofin Concerto No 6 In C. 11 piacere) 330 Jamie Crick 
Continuous Classics and Afternoon Romance 830 Newsnighi 
730 Smooth Classics al Seven with John Burning Introduces 
classic sounds 930 Evening Concert. PaderwBsM (Pdfeh 
Fantasy); Chopin (Plano Concerto No 2 In Pminor); Moniuszko 
(Haflta. Mazurka); GorecM (Torus Tuus); Chopto (Nociume in 
E): Szymanowski (Symphony No 3, Song at the teght) 1130 
Mam at Night Alan Mam presorts music tffl the small 
hours200am Concerto (r) 330 Mark Griffiths 


530 In Tuna. Sear Rafferty travels to 

Northamptonshire lo enjoy the Music in Qufef 
Places festival or at and music held in village 
__ _ churches throughout the county 
730 Performance on 3. Royal Liverpool Philharmonic. 
With Andreas Haefliger, piano, under Peter 
Altrichter. Live from the Phlfoarmonlc HalL 
Liverpool. Haydn (Symphony No 101 in D, Clock); 
Mozart (Piano Concerto No 21 in C) 835 Amnesia 
fi Litterfs by Patrick Suskind 835 Concert, part 

_tyre. Sibelius (Symphony No 5) 

9A0 Postscript Protections. The film historian Ian 
Christie talks lo Peter Greenaway — the British 
“rector of such International successes as 
^uOHsman's Contract eord The Cook, The Thief, 


230 The BBC Orchestras. BBC National Orchestra of 
Wales under Grant Llewellyn and Mark 
Wiggteswortti. Mozart (Symphony No 41 to C. 
Jupttsr): Mahler, comp* Cooke (Symphony No 10) 
430 The Plano, with Piers Lane (r) 

4.45 Music Machine. Tammy Pearson looks at the 
Eurovision Song Contest end laks to the judges 
about what they look for in. a Eurovision song 


630am Today inductee 6L55, 735 Weather 7_2S, 835 
Sports News 7.45 Thought lor Ihe Day 835 (LW) 
Yesterday in Parifament 
930 The Candidate with Jonathan Dknbteby 
230 Bftnd Man on the Rampage, with Peter White 
9-45 (FM) Serial: TeBng the Wotan About 

Science: Green Mould In the Wind, by Sash 
Rodman and Bton Gusta fs on. David Bannennan 
reads the story ot Sir Alexander Fleming's 
discovery or euftfvated mould to 1928, one of the 
century's most significant finds which gave (he 
world penicaiin (475) 

935 (LW) The Dally Service. Jesus Is King 

(Chuchfli); Revelations 5: wl 1 -14; Be s&l, tor the 
presence of the Lord (Evans); Jesus Christ (Once 

10.00 fteaSs SotS's Hour, with Jenni Murray 
1130 News; Crossing Continents. Meriei Beattie visits 
Bavana, a powerhouse of fun — and not Just 
because of its beer and lederhosen. Plus, how 
organic terming to booming and why the Bavarian 
Royal FamBy Is still held to such high regard 

Ksar caa 


Her Lover. (4/5) 

10-00 Music Restored. Chris de Souza introduces the 
Early Music Young Artists Showcase 98. The 
chamber ensemble La Serenisslma perform 
sonatas by Vivaldi 

10-45 Waves - Paul Alien talks with the leading 
Mental no velist and playwright Carlos Fuentas 
1130 Jazz Notes, with Dtgoy Fahvreather. New CDs 
reviewed with CampbeC Bumap 
-IZOOCompoaer of the Week: Borodin (rt 
1.00am Through the Night, with Donald Macteod 


130 Hidden Treasures. Lars Tharp presents a 
Sghtheaited antiques quiz from Syon House In 

taaworth _ 

200 News; The Archers (r) 

215 Afternoon Play: Motor Fight. Michael Bakewefl 
presents an account ol Edltn Wharton and Henry 
Janes’s Joumay through France to a Panhard in 
1907. W8h Joss Acktend 

330 News: Call You and Your*: 0171-580 4444 
3. 30 Rtgbys Red Herrings: A Surfeit ol Lamprey's 

335 The Smell of Ow Sea. Written by Annie Arnold. 
Read by JJ; Murphy 


4 - 00 Word of Mouth. Michael Rosen attempts 

to cteai^ lha language of the medtaEti 
_ profession 

430 The Material World, with Trevor PHNps and 
5JM) gM%(LW) Shipping Forecast 537 Weather 

715 *" 
eatrtgsaithg 16 to century 

ESSSHSf 5 rea ? ln 9 Ur&awter (4/5) (r) 

0 «* Now- Nfcd Wench 
presente the first of two programmes tracing the 
„ M gff ygpn , Q f . fle .gay nQhfca movement . 

830 TTie Week In Westminster, with Andrew 
Rawnstey 

9-00 News; Connect Where People Meet 

Technology. Quentin Cooper examines the new 
2 *VP£ ers wfrch aim to improve on what humans 

OQ \0/D) 

9-30 hfeS?*lS da ^ Jona ? ian Wrebteby interviews a 

SShteSKr 1 l “ tla ^ hflorshawjW 

1030 The World Tonight 
10.45 Book at Bedtime: Cold Mountain Charles 
3 test-salting novel is abridged by Kati 
ii nn [g^ bj ftfoarn HooWns^o) 

1130 uab mghtcHi 4: famsmam and Quaittck 
jar^^^ches and monologues written and 

performed by Jane Bussmann and David 


ii"?n IPffeX.** 1 p “H»nent 

Tatos from the Beck of Beyond 
1230 News 1230am Section NlghtUwLA 

arm wilfrftadio 5 Lhre 

^ S«vtce 530 World News 


5A5 Prayer tor file Day 5A7 Farming Today 
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Soft-boiled chat leaves sour taste in our mouths 


F or those of you who assumed 
that this Saturdays Euro- 
Vision Song Contest was 
going to be the cheesiest, most 
embarrassing programme on the 
horizon, Channel 4 decided to 
make your week by pulling The 
One Where Johnny Makes 
Friends out of its hat You could 
only fed sorry for the normally 
slick Johnny Vaughan last night as 
he struggled to interview ihe cast 
of the American sitcom. Friends 
during their recent filming stint in 
London. He was made to feel like 
something they had picked up on 
their shoes at Heathrow and 
hadn’t yet managed to shift John¬ 
ny tried to make the best of it — as 
though their chHLiness. and his 
being confined to his dressin° 
room, were all part of the script 
The running joke (brace your- 
seJwsJ) was that they were only 
seeing him under sufferance. Even 
if this was part of the script, 
Vaughan probably wouldn’t have 


sued had his six guests played 
their “who is this British jerk" 
roles a bit less convincingly. 

The pivotal moment in an 
otherwise unenlightening series of 
^changes (interviews is too grand 
a word for these soft-boiled chats) 
was when Johnny asked Courtney 
Cox whether she realty was. as she 
had once said in an interview, as 
compulsively neat and tidy as her 
Friends character. Monica. “You 
know, you just start making things 
up after so many years of being 
asked, 'Are you Monica? 1 . So 
sometimes 1 say. Tm exactly like 
Monica 1 and sometimes I say. 
‘Gahd, I’m nothing like her!’. 
Today I’m gonna go with ... Tm 
nothing like Monica 1 ." It was 
honest, but also a little insulting. 
Cox is free to talk tosh, but openly 
confessing as much just under¬ 
lined the pointlessness of it ail. At 
least Vaughan was being paid for 
wasting his time. 

So why leave fans of Friends 


with such a sour taste in their 
mouths, and an abiding memory, 
every time they watch the show, of 
how the cast can behave like smug 
luwies? Actors, even when they’re 
gracious, can prove disappointing 
in terviewees, being deprived of the 
witty, scripted one-liners that won 
them a following in the first place. 

S o why interview them? We 
don't need to know more 
about them. OK. may be just 
a little bit more might burnish our 
interest But too much can kill it, 
just as letting in too much light on 
the monarchy robs it of its magic. 
There might be some critical 
advantage in discovering that T.S. 
Eliot may have been anti-Semitic, 
or that Sylvia Plath was prone to 
gloomy moods. But it doesn't profit 
us to know very much more about 
most actors. Maybe that's why 
Dame Judi Dench has decided not 
to give any more interviews. The 
reason why the stars of the golden 


REVIEW 



Joe 

Joseph 


age of Hollywood have remained 
stars in our eyes is that we 
willingly colluded when the stu¬ 
dios stopped us from learning 
anything unpleasant about them. 
We never found out if Humphrey 
Bogart, or Cary Grant, or Jimmy 
Stewart were boring, or rude, or 
nasty. Of course more honesty 
would have been fairer, but the 
price would have been our ruined 
illusions. But the screen is all 


about illusion, so why spoil it? 
“Thai was my day with Friends" 
said Johnny, winding up the show, 
“and what friends they were!” He 
didn’t need to tell us. We saw very 
clearly for ourselves. 

Earlier, also cm Channel 4. we 
had seen Nina and Sumita Dhand, 
two Punjabi sisters-in-law. having 
their illusions shattered in Chef 
For A Night when they took over 
their local curry house, the 
Barinda, in order to show the 
people of Wilmslow, in Cheshire, 
how scrummy real “home-made" 
Indian food could be. Both accom¬ 
plished amateur chefs, they soon 
became disheartened. The illusion 
they nursed was that cooking for 
200 would be as much fun as 
cooking for eight at home. But it 
wasn't. Their other illusion was 
that diners would at least appreci¬ 
ate the difference. They didn’t. “I 
daft want fancy food.” said one. “1 
just want a typical Indian meal, 
which is good value, quite a lot of 


it, and not particularly well pre¬ 
sented* See? People danl relish 
having their illusion shattered 
even when that illusion is a 
rubbish rogan josh. 

M e, I’d always assumed— 
without much evidence 
beyond seeing James 
Stewart'S endearing performance 
in the 1957 movie TTie Spirit of St 
Louis — that Charles Lindbergh 
was a decent fellow: you cheered 
Stewart all the way as Lindbergh 
landed in Paris after completing 
the first solo transatlantic flight in 
May 1927. Then, last night. 1 
watched Aviators (BBC 2). In one 
of the programme's many wonder¬ 
ful interviews. Nigd Nicolson 
recalled how one day at 
Sissinghurst — the Lindberghs 
were renting a place from Harold 
Nicolson at the time — he was 
“horrified" to see Lindbergh 
swinging his son around by his 
ankle. He then put the boy. who 


was two or three, on the garden 
swing and swung him high 
enough to terrify him. When 
Lindbergh’s wife protested, he 
scolded her. 

A few years laier Lindbergh not 
only got it into his head that 
Britain should surrender to the 
really-not-so-bad Nazis, he also 
made what his daughter now 
describes as an “absolutely anti- 
Semitic” speech in Des Moines in 
1941. warning America’s Jews that 
they had better learn their place, or 
the tolerance they had been shown 
might wear thin. The best bit of it 
was that Lindbergh reckoned that 
die Jews' "greatest danger to this 
country lies in their ownership of. 
and influence in. our motion 
pictures, our press, our radio and 
our government”. That must be 
the same motion picture industry 
which — by casting Jimmy Stewart 
— led us to imagine Lindbergh as a 
courageous ana upstanding man. 
Another illusion shattered! 


6LOO»n Business Breakfast (24376) 

7.00 BBC Breakfast News (Tj (94552) 

9.00 Change That A sailor's home given a 
ship-shape took (6339261) 

9.25 Kfiroy (I) (3953064) 

10.05 A Date with Fata Esther McVey 
challenges top astrologer Jonathan 
Cainer to read the star signs ol two 
members of me public and predict how 
they win react In different situations 
(7716533) 

10.30 Cant Cook, Wont Cook (T) (8472649) 
10.55 The Realty Useful Show Consumer 

, j hints and tips with Ruth Langs ford and 
Tony Morris (0 (4450804) 

11.35 The General with Chris Searte, Yvette 
Flekflng and Heather Mills (6755194) 

12JJ0 News (T) and weather (9111668) 
1245pm The Entertainment Game with 
Robert Daws and Philip Franks 
(8067397) 

12.35 Wipeout Bob Monkhouse hosts the 
quick-fire test of general knowledge In 
which contestants try to outmanoeuvre 
their two rivals (6684736) 

1.00 News (T) and weather (27769) . 

1.30 Regional News (T) (13906262) 

1.40 The Weather Show (22301620) 

1.45 Neighbours Harold accuses Paul of 
stealing from the Coffee Shop till (T) 
(95991262) 

2.10 Ironside (r) (9390674) 

3.00 Through the Keyhole (7026) 

3.30 Playdays (3103179) 3JSO The Litliest Pet 
rv Shop (2822397) 4.00 Dermis the Menace 
T (5846620) 4J25 Jttiia Jekyfl and Harriet 

Hyde (6547674) 440 Goosebumps 
(2084129) 

5J00 Newground (I) (8267197) 

5.10 No Sweet (T) (8464939) 

5.35 Neighbours(r) (T) (587465) 

6-00 Six O'clock News (T) (113) 

&30 Regional News (T) (465) 

7.00 Watchdog: On the House (T) (9007) 

7.30 Keeping Up Appearances (r) (T) (649) 

fLOO Animal Hospital A prize-winning 
hamster is rushed to the hospital with 
head injuries (T) (8755) 

&30 EastiEnders Sarah and Matthew take 
their relationship a stage further (T) 
(7262) 

9.00 Nine O'clock News (T) and weather 
(3552) 

9.30 Men Behaving Badly Tony returns from 
holiday bearded, meanwhile Dorothy has 
moved in. (r) (T) (83216) 

lOJXtThe Ben Ellon Show Ronnie Corbett 
guests (7) (75755) 

1030 Miracle Babies: Hie Story of the 
£ Dionne Quintuplets (0 (T) (111901) 
•n^O Vote '98 David Dimbieby chairs a 
dscussion with potitiefans as the results 
come In from the local council elections 
and the London mayoral referendum 
(17709552) 2J0am Weather (7929750) 
WALES: 11.20 FILM: Far and Away 
(1992) Starring Tan Cruise and Nicole 
Kidman (32379649) 1.30am News 

(3502040) 1.35 BBC News 24 
2^5 BBC News 24 


VIDEO Plua+ and VIDEO PfcW+ «Hk» 

The numbers after each programme arelI» VIDEO 
PIum programming. Just enter the VIDEO Pars* 
numberfs) wr the relevant programmed) mio your 
video recorder for easy taping, 
for more derate caB VIDEO Plus* on 0640 750710 
Cab charged at 25p per minute at aU times 
VDEOPtef®. 14BteddendsTic, London. SW32SP 
\®E0 PIum® is a registered trademark of Gemsiar 
Development Corporation. O 1998 


6.10 am Organelles and Origins (3603736) 
6L35 Enzymes 15864007) 

7.00 Teletubbies ir) (9066484) 7.25 Tom and 
Jerry Kids (9045991) 7.50 Blue Peter (r) 
(T) (7120668) 8.15 Yogi's Treasure Hunt 
(r) (3121754) ■ B.35 Hairy Jeremy (r) 
(26203781 

8A5 The Record (4391668) 9.10 Go fa It! 
(2101823) 9.25 Mad About Music 
(2835200) 9.45 Come Outside (7789649) 
10.00 Teletubbies (73571) 10.30 

Storylime (6682939) 10.45 The 

Experimenter (3391303) 11.05 Space Ark 
(9241113) 11.15 Zig Zag (9402113) 

11.35 TV: Friend or Foe? (6762484) 
11.55 Life-school (9405113) 

12^0 pm Working Lunch (98194) 1.00 The 
Family Ness (14766120) 1.05 Tales of the 
Tooth Fairies (14685200) 1.10 The 
Countryside Hour: Devon and Cornwall 
(r) (1155303) 2.10 FlightHne (79167113) 

2.40 News (T) (8939939) 2.45 

Westminster (T) (7057007) 325 News (T) 
(3530755) 3-30 The Victorian Kitchen 
Garden (r) (T) (571) 

4.00 Real Rooms The decorating 
troubleshooters give a Stockport 
couple's throughJounge a new lease of 
life with an Asian feel (5844262) 4.25 
Reedy, Steady, Cook (5854649) 4^5 
Esther Scapegoats (6814736) 5.30 
Today's the Day (842) 

6.00 Star Trek: Voyager (r) (T) (829910) 

6.45 Third Rock from the Sun (r) (T) 
(222868) 

7 JO Regional Programme (991) 

8.00 Ground Force The team set about 
completing a half-built gazebo in Milton 
Keynes (r) (T) (6397) WALES: Kane s 
Classics 

330 Top Gear Renault's new Clio and Land 
Rover's 50th birthday. Plus: the difficulties 
involved in importing cars from the 
Continent (!) (5804) 
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6.00am GMTV (9980755) 

935 This Morning (I) (8490228) 

930 Vanessa: Who Do I Call Mummy? 
(2597397) 

10.10 This Morning (T) (28319113) 

12.15pm Regional News (6306378) 

12.30 News (T) and weather (85620) 

1.00 Shorttand Street (99007) 

130 Home and Away (T) (3461295) 

2.00 The Jerry Springer Show (T) (138216) 

2.45 Waffle (T) (137587) 

3.15 News (T) (3538397) 

330 Regional News (T) (3528910) 
335PotamifS Park (r) (3518533) 335 The 
Stew Norris (r) (8489200) 3A5 
Paddington Bear (r) (2829200) 330 
Cartoon Time (r) (5862668) 335 Sooty 
and Co (r) (T) (2658084) 430 Brand 
Spanking New Doug (T) (6451823) 430 
The Ward (r) (T) (4166842) 

5.10 A Country Practice (6730200) 

5.40 News (T) and weather (566587) 

6.00 Home and Away (r) (T) (B96026) 

635 Regional Weather (497804) 

630 The West Tonight (T) (533) 

7.00 Emmerdale (T) (5649) 

8.00 The BiO: Big Brother Hagen's arrival at 
Sun Hill causes a stir (T) (3823) 

830 Undercover Customs: Operation 
Fletcher Charting a long-term 
surveillance operation which resulted in 
200 kg of heroin, with astreet value of £30 
million, being seized (T) (5858) 



Mark makes the first Incision (9pm) 

9.00 Doctors at Large GPs Fey and Mark 
dream of becoming surgeons (T) (1194) 
930 Horizon: Magic Bullet 

Report on an allegedly 
revolutionary new wonder-drug (T) 
(811194) 

1030 Several Careful Owners Reuniting a 
former owner with the the cherished 1962 
Messerschmitt KR200 bubble car fT) 
(389709) 

10.30 NewsnJgM (T) (106674) 11.15 laie 
Review (4433971 12.05am Phil Silvers 
Show (b/w) tf) (6184330) 

1230 Learning Zone: What’s Right for 
Children? (82069) 1.00 The Psychology 
of Addiction (23021/ 730 One Fact. 
Many Facets (68682) 230 Psychology 
(47779) 4.00 The Film — Joyriding 
(89682) 430 Marketing Movies (44514) 
5.00 Teaching and Learning with IT 
(5669446) 5.45 O U: Out Health in Our 
Hands (51779) 


Jackson, Emmanuel (9.00pm) 

9.00 Touching Evil (1/2) A man tortured by 
memories of the atrocities in Bosnia Is 
determined to rid himself of his obsession 
by murdering those who shared his 
horrific experiences. With Philip Jackson 
and Alphonsia Emmanuel (T) (4533) 

10.00 News at Tan (T) and weather (60823)' 

1030 Regional News (229674) 

10.45 WALES: Inquisition (305571) 

10.45 The Plain (305571) 

11.15 WALES: Barry Welsh is Coining 
(302484) 

11.15 The West This Week (302484) 

11.45 WALES: Midnight Caller (254945) 

11.45 The Guest List (301755) 

12.15amTales from the Crypt The Secret 

(7813069) 

12.40 The Jerry Springer Show (T) (6161601) 
135 Nash Bridges: High Impasct (r) (T) 
(3189585) 

2.15 Planet Mirth (r) (98798) 

2.45 The Chart Show (9052779) 

3A0 Vanessa (r) (T) (8745525) 

4.15 Cybernet (r) (37158514) 

4.40 ITV Nfghtscreen (8304175) 

(229674) 

5.30 News (92934) 




As HIV West except: 

1.00pm A Country Practice (99007) 

130 The Jerry Springer Show (3461295) 

5.10-5AO Shorttand Street (6730200) 
635 Central News (977945) 

635-7.00 LtfeBne (826552) 

1040 Oharma and Greg (246194) 

11.10 Crimestalker (367858) 

12.10am Tales from the Crypt (6168392) 
135 Soundtrax (4952392) 

1.40 Nat Fade Away (2097514) 

240 Customs Classified (1984514) 

335 Box Office America (15623359) 

345 The Making of Hard Rain (86953) 

4.15 Central Jobfinder '98 (1610476) 
530 Aslan Eye (1564040) 






As HTV West except 
1237pm-1230 HumtnationB (9118571) 
130 Emmerdale (99007) 

130 The Jerry Springer Shaw (3461295) 

5.10-540 Home and Away (6730200) 
630-730 Westcountry Live (43769) 
1030 Westcountry News (147026) 

1045 Absolutely Loaded (305571) 

11.15 PulHng Power M0(302484) 

1145 Midnight Caller (254845) 


As HIV West excepL 

12.15-1230 News and Weather (6306378) 
2.15-245 Jerry Springer (138216) 

5.10-540 Home and Away (6730200) 

630 Meridian Tonight (281) 

630-730 Grass Roots (533) 

1030 Meridian News and Weather (51 1910) 
1030 The Pier (522026) 

11.15 Go Fishing with John Wilson (302484) 
1145 House of Fun (301755) 

12.15am The Making of Sphere (3210601) 
1230 Election Night ’98 (2981663) 

530 Freescreen (60428) 


As HTVWest except 
130pm-130 Surprise Chefs (90007) 

5.1 (F540 Shortland Street (6730200) 

633 Anglia Weather (488533) 

635 Anglia News (977945) 

6.55-730 What's On (826552) 

1040 Go Fishing with John Wilson (246194) 

11.10 Midnight Caller (367858) 

12.10am Tales of the Crypt (6168392) 


Starts: 730 The Big Breakfast (87262) 930 
FILM: It Happens Every Spring (39584692) 
1035 To BakffyGo (8560858) f 130 Australia 
Wild (6026) 1130 Powerhouse (7755) 
1230pm Rfcki Lake (67736) 12.30 Sesame 
street (83262) 130 Slot Meithrin (11725910) 

1.15 Sam Tan (11720465) 130 The Big Day 
(82533) 2.00 Ratting from Chester (7674) 430 
Rfteen-to-One (674) 430 Countdown (B58) 
530 5 Pump (5281) 530 Pet Rescue (910) 
630 Newyddkjn 6 (250200) 6.10 Heno 
(834842) 730 Pobol y Cwm (723026) 735 
Tafwm Y Behdd (928200) 830 Pam R Duw? 
(1465) 830 Newyddfon (3200) 930 Dawson’s 
Creek (8303) 1030 Killer Ned: (1097910) 11.05 
Babylon 5 (272736) 1230am Cutting Edge 
Special: Last Year’s Tories (19330] 130 
Dfwedd (4049224] 


535am Sesame Street (rj (13216) 

730 The Big Breakfast (T) (87262) 

93011 Happens Every Spring (b/w. 1949) 

H with Ray Miltend. Comedy fantasy about 
a professor who invents a wonder 
chemical. Directed by Lloyd Bacon 
(56634587) 

1045 Stem Love (6665262) 

11.00 Australia WBd (rj (I) (6026) 1130 
Powerhouse (7755) 1230 Sesame Street 
(67736) 1230pm I Dream of Jeannie 
(83262) 

1.00 Late Lunch (r) (97649) 

130 The Big Day (82533) 

230 Racing from Chester (7674) 

430 Ftfteen-to-One (T) (674) 430 

Countdown (T) ( 1240378) 4155 Rfcki 
Lake: I’m Afraid of My Teen (!) (6809804) 
530 Pet Rescue Caroline Sorgi seeks advice 
before choosing which dog to take home 
(910) 

630 Late Lunch with Dawn French 
630 Hoflyoaks (r) (!) (303) 

730 Channel 4 News (T) (663736) 

730 Photo *98 (952216) 



Edwina 


Currie, Charles 
(8pm) 


Kennedy 


fLOOCelebrity Countdown With Edwina 
-Currie and Charles Kennedy MP, and 
Lord HattersJey (1465) 

830 Real Gardens Monty Don and the other 
experts make return visits to the gardens 
visited in programme one (T) (3200) 
a°0 Unholy Land? The Big Five 

milMIH o Like the state of Israel, 
Meira was bom 50 years ago. Her file is 
fufl of contradtetions and conflict, tike 
Israel's (!) (93246) 

930 Unholy Land? The Detainee 

ncmimfi Elias Jareyseh has been 
detained in prison near Haifa for three 
years without charge (T) [6262) 

10301 Want Him Back (TVM, 1995) with Efflott 
Gould. Romantic comedy about a self- 
made millionaire who undergoes a midlife 
crisis when he tuns 50. Directed by Catiln 
Adams (819587) 

1145 Unholy Land? Take Three Girts Film 
raveafing the secret worid of orthodox 
Jewish women as they prepare for the 
festival of Purim (T) (173736) 

1230 The Long Way Home Winner of this 
year's Oscar for Best Documentary 
Feature (r) (T) (15514) 

230am Listen Up: The Lives of Quincy 
Jones Frank Sinatra. 0a Fitzgerald and 
Barbra Streisand are among those 
paying tribute (6899885) 

235 The Cat and the Fiddle (1934) With 
Ramon Novarro as a composer who tells 
for an American In Brussels. Directed-by 
WOUam K. Howard (7798359) 

4.05 The Devil To Pay (1930) Ronald Coiman 
in a light-hearted comedy directed by 
George Frtzmaurice (0537576) 

535 Right to Reply (5006250) 


. ; CHANNEL 5. 


CHANNEL 5 ON SATELLITE 
Channel 5 is now broadcasting on 
transponder No 63 on the Astra Satellite. 
Viewers with a Vkteociypt decoder wilt 
be able to receive the channel free of 

picture: 1tL92075^^^^jnd: 
732 and 730 MHz 


630am 5 News Eariy (3479281) 

730 Wide World (2/10) (r) (I) (3663842) 

730 Mllksftakel (3681216) 735 Wimzie'a 
House (7531587) a 00 Havakazoo 
(1053378) 830 Dappledown Farm 
(1052649) 930 Waters of the Orient (0 (!) 
(1149129) 930 The Oprah Winfrey Show 
{!) (9837804) 

1030 Sunset Beach (2873133) 11.10 Leeza 
(8412303) 1230 5 News (1056465) 
1230pm Family Affairs (r) (T) (4743823) 
130 The Bold and the Beautiful 
(3682113) 130 Sons and Daughters 
(4742194) 



Barry Norman guests (230pm) 

2.00 Open House with Gloria Humtttord 

Today's guests are film critic Barry 
Norman and Ns wife Diana Plus: 
consumer advice from NoeUe Walsh 
(3340620) 

330100 Per Cent Gold (1027113) 

330 Ride a Crooked TraB (1958) with Audie 
Murphy, Gia Scala, Walter Matthaw and 
Henry Silva. A notorious renegade is 
mistaken for a lawman by a drunken 
judge and hopes to use the situation to 
tvs own advantage. Directed by Borden 
Chase (3987858) 

5.10 The Oprah Winfrey Show (9295378) 
630100 Per Cent (2933129) 

630 Family Affairs Claire over hears a 
conversation between Maira and Duncan 
P) (2844281) 

7.005 News (1019194} 

730 KgBVfg Wild World of the East: 
fPW l M UJ Masters of the Gobi (1/6) 
Following the Mongolian camel caravan 
as it distributes supplies to the nomadic 
herders of the Gobi Desert (2840465) 
830 Water Rets Inspector Brady is stunned 
when Internal Affairs claim Kevin was 
murdered (1873736) 

9. DO Frame-Up (TVM, 1994) with Richard 
Crenna and Beverly D'Angelo. Crime 
thriller about a termer cop befog framed 
for murder. Directed by Michael Switzer 
(41215303) 

1030The Jack Dodierty Show Comedy and 
Chat (1872543) 

1130 The Comedy Network (3441303) 

12.00 Live end Dangerous featuring US Major 
League: New York New Jersey 
Metrostars v San Jose Clash; 330 
Brazilian Football: first leg of the finals in 
the PauJista State League (54612406) 
4M am Prisoner: Cell Block H (1338972) 
530100 Per Cent (B377359) 


• For farther listings see 

Saturday's Vision 

SKY 1 ___ 

730am Tattoed Teenage Alen Rtfitera 
Irom Beverly HSs (38910) 7.30 Games 
World (511266® 7.45 7he Simpsons 
(59663) 8.15 Oprtei (9277755) 9-00 Hotel 
(9S37B) IOlODA nother Work) 11.00 

Days of Our Lives (33465) 1230 Married 
wnh Cttfdren ©4804) 1230pm M’A'J’H 
(23858) 1-00 Geratdo (48113) 2-00 Safy 
Jessy Raphael (16200) 3-00 Jamy Jones 
(57197) Oprah (36804) 5-00 S» Trak 

The Nad Geneiaion (1736) 6.00 TT^Namy 

(9649) 6l30 Mamed with Children (6129) 
730 the Simpsons (21674) 9-00 Frerds 
(38216) aaj veraracas Ctoset (30194) 
10J10 EH (75281) 1130 Sta Trek: The Nan 
Generation B7B5B) 12-00 Boys ol Twilghc 
(53788) 1-OOam Long Play (60Q2972) 

SKY BOX OFFICE _ 

i3cy* pay-poMriew movie clarinet* 

To view any Sm telephone 0990 600886 
Each 9m cods E2-99 per viewing 

SKY BQX OFFICE 1 (Transponder 201 

The RsNc (1996) 

SKY BOX OFHCE 2 (TranspcndBi 60i 

Space Jam (1887) 

SKY BOX OFRCE 3 (Transponder 59) 
Blood and VHne (1996) 

SKY BOX OFFICE 4 (Transponder 58) 

Twin Tom (1887) 

SKY MOVES SCREEN 1 
Atom A Sumner's TNo (1998) (75736) 

SJM Haart ola Champion (19B5) (73^8) 


(1997) (35590113) 11.15 Senaa md 
SewMIr (1999) (121S8M3; 

8ky Riders (1978) (95736) 3J» Dg«tfa9 

(19«) (34 561) 530 LIHta CoBiwOpenh 

Hon Datamuan (1997) t 72193 ®, 
Sanaa and SwWhWy (1995) (4000437® 
W» RaWed (1996) (51113) 

1y Swapecta (1006) (58041200) 1245am 
Anna (1807) (437427) 1^5 A Wo™ 1 
Scorned B (1995) (268882) Party 
.. CJanp (1886) (51727446) 

- SKY MOVIES SCREEN 2 _ 

MOm Fhw Came Back <1830) 
(6282007) 7J20 The Beam from 20,000 
Faftoma (1853) (7614010) MO Tha 
Back Rone (1950) (45636674}| IMO 
Buck Prf«atea (1941) (6914113) 12 -°° A 

Mothare tastkaa (1«H) (9194S) 2.00pm 


Tennessae'a Partner (1955) (6CQ03) 4.00 
Ihe Black Rose (1950) (0543) &00 A 
Mother's instinct (1998) (226456561 (LOO 
Dnft hi a Blue Dress (1896) (89484) 
10-00 Desperado (1886) (353991) 11-45 
Desires of Innocence (1897) (541129) 
1 .20am When the Dark Man Cate (1996) 
(9909953) 250 Wampbee m Venice 
C1B8S) (6372241 4J28 Pogta nfam: One for 
AH end AH far One (1996) (877E01) 

SKY MOVIES GOLD _ 

4.00pm Bringfog UP.Bafer PW) 
(6909668) 6JXJ The TVai 0# the Lone- 
(1836) 0632091' MOJ1* 
Beguiled (1871) (5644736) ULOO Deysm 
SEJder (1980) 13173666) 11JB ftada- 
lor (1887) (2128543) IAOmi ATbuahnf 
Zen (1869) (79365175) 4J5 KHer 1 * Kiss 
(195S)(3ffi79175)5-40Cto6e 

TNT ___ 

B-OOpm The Good Old Boys (1984) 
(35247533) H-00 Dodge Oty 
B5769262) 12-45»m The Hxar (1M8) 
OTSh 3.00 The Good Old Boy* 
(19941 (B220535M 5.00 Close 

SKY SPORTS! _ 

7.00am Spom Came (78552) 7J0 Wta- 
tow (82303) 030 Sports Centre (71129) 
a<w nuv NBWS (82281) 930 Aerobes 
(27842) IOlOO CnckflC Banscn A HadS« 
Qjp (35668) 1130 FuB TlWPtie (B2007) 
i ?00 Awottcs 17594511130pm Euro Tour 
uwtty (64718) 1-00 Goti- Tureapana 
(3376002) 5 M Wredir^ 

S3 ttarMr 1 ? 
sasiBWsaasw 

(70658) 1130 formufa Three (31587) 
OH Sports CatrefTSttr) l^mhie 
Rug™ CUb 178917) 2J0 AM' 
TMScanlsh Prirwa Liga (985I4J 500 
sJSrteCenlm (910721 SaOCtoM 

SKY SPORTS 2 __ 

730am Aerobes (92283781 730 Spate 

[3228026) 530 Waerspctte WodO 

{? osn 4259 ) 830 Fonnula Tniee 

SnifqV-M Sports Corwe (91617361 


730 The Rugby OuP (5828571) 930 Trans 
World Sport (3548658) 1030 FwtwjIo 
T hree (2S11397) 1030 Showjumping 
(2683945) 11JJ0 treiae me PGA Tour 
(8555007) 1130 Squash (3219378) 

1230am Trans Warid Spon (6832S14) 130 
Spats Centre (3274205) 230 Close 

SKY SPORTS 3 _ 

1230 Wresttng (58899216) 130pm F eh 
TV [587U2736) 2-00 Pars cH Gold 

152475194) 230 Drchie Daves' Sportng 
Heroes (64215945) 330 Major League 
BasetfflU (76323562) 530 Squad! Brush 
Open (377002951630 Inside Ihe PGA Tour 
(57017910) 730 Goll Turespana Masers 
(86666228) 1030 Bctfcy Qa ton's Foc(- 
bal Scrapbook {24555754) 1130 Close 

EUROSPORT _ 

730am Sarhng Magazine 182755) 830 
1994 World Cup USA (33200) 930 British 
Touring Ca (63397) 1030 Rally Ton ol 
Corsica (73533) 1130 World Cup Legends 
(64303) 12.00 FormJa 4v4 197113) 
1230pm Mowra Magazine I1B113) 230 
Raty Tour of Corsica (99391 230 OvcSng: 
Toir ol Romandy — Live (965B7| 430 
Terms.' German Open (2C62) 630 AiMeiics 
[24571J 830 Bwang Wanetie v Laija 
(£5200) 930 Strongest Man (12736) 1030 
Road 10 IK World Cup (156231 1130 
Motors Magazine 162849) 1230am Dose 

UK GOLD _ 

7.00am Never Ihe Twan (5187686) 735 
Nefctibaurc (7797649) 8 30 P osgwtfe 
(3828378) 8J25 EastEraJera (7753113) 9.00 
The HI (7872945) 930 Howards' Way 
(2428823) 1030 SheBey |4581484) 1030 
The Sufcvans (78781291 1130 Casualy 
(9668113) 1230 Crossroads (271631ZD 
iUfipm Noghtioun (27166216) 12JS5 
EasiEnOcrs (8190682) 130 Keeping Up 
Appoarancas (7245026) 235 Ever De- 
aeasng OcteS (3S03?16) 245 

DangerteU (B660262) 345 The Bi 
(43062001 415 Juito Bravo (43776858) 
420 EastEiKtei* (3973842) 535 Big Breah 
(42540841 630 The B* (7058910) 730 
□aefs Army (9650194; 930 Bugs 
(4216185011A05 Minder (42S54303J 11.10 
lire at Jongteurs (7&t0991| 1140 Nd the 
Wine CyCkx* hfcws (9068002) 12.10am A 
Woman ol Suborns: (3531576) 135 The 
Equakrer (43864061240 Shopping 


Gulliver's Travels 1230pm Eek) 
Strenrepanza 1242 The Mouse and the 
Monster 12-54 Casper 136 Terrible 
Thunderiteards 1.18 Sam and Max 130 
Extreme Heroes 200 Eagle Riders 230 
Conan me Adventurer 330 Skysuriar 
Srtrefcxce330 Dontey Kong Country 4.00 
Casper Double B* 430 Deeper 530 
Gcxsebumpe 53S Eerie, mdana 530 Sam 
and Max 030 Goosebumps 835 Eene. 
Indtena 030 Toonsyhenta 730 Close 

CARTOON NETWORK 



Al your fawxrte cannons broadcast tram 
S30am to 930pm, seven days a week 


NICKELODEON 


Beals and Washington star in Detain a Blue Dress (Screen 2,8pm) 


GRANADA PLUS 


630wn The Bo* (4638200) 730 E« 


Mysteries and Scandals (2789945) 730 
Coronation 9 (2675552) 030 Bind Dale 
(5649216) 930 Hadeigh (8009262) 1030 
The SbM (2671736) 1130 Hawaii Fw&O 
(2684200) 1230 CoraiaDon St (7081571) 
1230pm Famdes 15747194) 130 A Fine 
Romanes (Z7E821S) 130 Me and My Grl 
(5746465) 230 Hadie0i (7651020) 330 
Jason Kino (63788391 430 HBwafi RvfrO 
(6453674) 5.00 The SaW (4338842) 630 
FarnHes (1691674) 630 Coronation St 
(15190261730 Doctor in Cnarga (4330571} 
730 angles (1508910) 830 Jason KJng 
(7761026) 930 Coronation SI (6458858) 
930 Wheeteppers and SfaWers (5630668) 
1030 The Sort (7751649) 1130 Men end 
Motors (9575833) 

CARLTON SELECT (CABLE) 

530pm Blockbusters (52471378) S30 Hey 
Da3 1 (57016648) 630 Byher Grow 
157008262) 030 A Country Practice 
(57022842) 730 London Bridge 

152484842) 730 Cut and Run (57028028) 
830 The Bounder (52460262) 830 That'S 
Loire 152488387) 930 Karmecty (35264300) 
1030 Aui Wedersohen. Pol (35347587) 
1130 Si Bsewhere (38618337) 1230 
Doctor Down Linder (67404618) 1230am 
Tabs 0 t ihe UnsKpected [58954392) 


DISNEY CHANNEL 


BJXtani Count Dudula 630 Qmvny 730 
Hey AmokC 730 Rugrats &30 Doug 630 
Arthur 9.00 C8BC 1030 Wide's Houaa 
1030 Babar 1130 The Magic School Bus 
1t30 PB BaenUfle Red Tiacto/Mr 
MarVMaglc Mountain 12-00 Rugrats 
1230pm Blue's Dues 130 Bananas In 
Ryans 130 FranMn 230 Uffle Baer 
Stories 230 C88C iOO CBBC 330 Doug 
430 Pippl Longstocfcing 430 Rugrats 530 
Sister Sister 530 Kenan & Kd 830 Satma 
the Teenage Winch 630 Moe&ha7jOOCkwe 


630am Under ihe UmtieSa Tree 630 
Jungle Cuds 730 Recess 730 tapper Ann 
830 Brand Spanfang New Doug 830 
Tbnon and Punted 930 Aladdin: The 
Senes 930 Quack Pack IOlM Mouse and 
Mole 1036 Amazing Anknels 1030 Sesa- 
rrta Street 1130 Winnie the Pooh 11-45 
Alphabet Castle 1230 U8fc Hbppo 
12.10pm Lei's Wlfigte! 12.15 Animal Sne« 
1230 Rosie and Jm 123S Small Stories 
1230 Bear ki the Big Okie House 120 
Winnie the Pooh 135 Clip 'n' Date 230 
Goof Troop 230 Junqte Cubs 330 ftnon 
and Puntea 330 Owd Spanking New 
Doug 430 Pepper Ann 430 Ftecees 530 
Smart Guy 530 Student Bodies 630 Teen 
Angel 830 Boy Meets World 730 n Lit 
Prince## StalMn 630 The Wonder Yearn 
930 Touched by an Angel 1030 Close 

FOX KIDS NETWORK 

630am Bower Rangers Zed 630 Power 
Rangers Zeo 730X Men 725 Casper 738 
Sprdermen 830 Goosebumps B2S Sam 
and Max 835 B« Bad Beetteborgs 930 
MaEked Rrier 830 Gnmm'a Fairy Tales 
1030 Plnocchlo 1030 Peter Pan 1130. 
Oer Twfel 1130 Huckleberry Ann 1230 


TROUBLE 


730am Batmen 7.30 Earthworm Jm &oo 
Caffomte Dreams 830 Hang Tkne 930 
Ready or No) 830 Heartbreak high 1030 
Echo Point 1130 Bteman 1130 Earthmnn 
Jim 1230 Sweat 1230pm Hearten* Ugh 
130 Echo PDW 230 HMyoahs 230 Biasl 
330 Sweet 330 Catania Dreams 430 
l^dy or Not 430 Sawd by Bw Bsl 530 
HdyceXs 530 USA High 6.00 Hong Tire 
630 Bangs 635 On tre Mate 730 Saved 
By me Bm 730 USA High 830 Close 


CHALLENGE TV 


530pm CrosswJs 530 Chalange TVs 
ftmiyDWSOut SjWFsmly Fortunes 830 
Cadiphrase 7.15 Ffleervk^One 735 
Challenge TVs Family Days Out 830 The 

Crystal Mare 9.16 SWtelt Lucky 1030 3-2- 

111.15 Sticky Momeras 1Z30 Sate ol te 
Cartury 1230am McKenna 130 Tic FaU 
Guy 230 Big Brallier Jate ate Snowy 
River Tha McGregor S«& 430 flw Big 
Vatey 5J» Screenshop 


BRAVO 


030pm The A-Team (8910216) 930 teai 
Stories d tire Highway Patrol (8477910) 


930 Cops (2437571) 1030 Tha Basemert 
(1873552) iai5 Bravo's Briels (1878007) 
1030 Red Shoe Drartes (7591026) 1130 
nut Creepshow 9 (1987) (0819026) 
iJOOatn Beverly HUs Bordello (7S2B359) 
130 Red Shoe Dtanea (0866934) 2.00 Real 
Sunas d the highway Patrol (6746137) 
230 Cops (6758972) 330 FILM: Sd- 
Rghten (1996) (6263601) 5.00 The A- 
Teem 15596156) 

PARAMOUNT COMEDY 

730pm Cosby (9129) 730 Roaeanne 
(1787) 830 Grace Under Fire (2649) 830 
Canine m the C4y (4484) 930 CyUI 
(92484) 930 Elen (16736) 1030 Fraater 
(74216) 1030 Cheers (B7736) 11-00 
Duckman (77120) 1130 Med For B (381 SB) 
12JM Nurses (77663) 1230>m h's. Gany 
Shandbig's Show (62243) 130 Raster 
(79779) 130 Cheers (17427) 230 Caraine 
h tha Oly (B7399) 230 Mad For 0 (66866) 
330 Rosawne ^2243) 330 CyfaA (80448) 
430 Close 

THE SCI-FI CHANNEL 

830pm Cteraum Leap (3479652) 930 PSI 
Factor Chrcrides ol the Paranormal 
(3562216) 1030 FILM: Star Command 
(1995) (7592281) 1230 SlghOigs 

(1436243) 130am The &crtc Woman 
12791224) 230 Friday toe 13th (9545021) 
330 Tates ol Ihe Unexpected (7681953) 
330 Dark Shadows (713106Q) 430 Ctoae 

HOME & LEISURE _ 

930am Sorely PatnOng 030 The Garden 
Shew 1030 Garden Calendar iojo Mew 
Yankee WMshop 1 1130 Re*Hunt's Fishing 
Warid 1130 Hometime 1230 The Close 
Guide 1230pm The Old House 130 Yen 
Can Cook—The Best ot Asia 130 
Furniture to Go 230 Doing f Up 230 
Antiques Gteflenge 330 Two'e Gwmiy 
330 Home Again 430 Close 

DISCOVERY _ 

430pm Rest Hunt's fishing World 
(7055023) 430 Zoo Story (7061007) 530 
First FStfts (6382823) 530 Tme TrewBarB 
(7148587) 630 WScSfe SOS (7065200) 
830 The QreaiOoportuntel (9853945) 730 
Disaster (7052736) 830 Science Frontiers 
(98100621 930 Flgfttfoe (8480584) 930 
Ultra Science (2513945) 1030 Forensic 
Detectives (9633113) 1130 Protesstonate 
(9647620) 1230 fitet finite (9677505) 
1230am Disaster (5806205) 130 Cttco- 
dlte Hunter (7616205) 230 CJdsb 


NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC 

730pm Fighting lor Animate (6298465) 
730 Deep Ffopi (9354133) &30 Mystery ol 
tiie TwOfltt Zona 18843839) 930 Worlds 
Apsn (5213129) 930 Extreme Earth 
(5718910) 1030 Lad ol Ihe Anercte 
(8*34587) 1130 A Saga ol Survival 
(8915787) 1230 Young Mountains 

(3738311) 1.00aro Cloee 

TRAVEL (CABLE) _ 

12.00 The Great Escape 1230pm Wonder- 
hti Wtxld Of Tom 1.00 Spoils Safaris 130 
Food Lover's Grade To Australia 230 On 
Tour 230 Floyd On Spain 3.00 Peopls And 
Places Of Africa 330 Thom&nd Faces Of 
Indonesia 4.00 On Top Otlhe World 530 
Sports Safaris 530 Aspects 01 LRe 630 
Food Low's Guide To Australia 630 On 
Tora 730 Grate Escape 730 Wbnderful 
World Ol Tom &3Q Stepping The World 
ana Flavours Of France 930 Mefmng 
1030 On The Horizon 1030 Far Ring 
Boyd 1130 Aspecta Ol Life 1130 Thou¬ 
sand Faces 01 Indonesia 12-00 Close 

THE HISTORY CHANNEL 

430pm Over There (8554378) 530 Weap¬ 
ons at War (9160007) 630 Anctert 
Mydenas: Warriors (809120017J» Bogre- 
pty. U Arrtn (3543674) 830 Cloae 

CARLTON FOOD /CABLE) 

93QBm Food Network Drfly 930 Food tor 
ThouEffl 1030 Who’s Cooking Dainei? 
1030 Whet's Cooking? 1130 Wbrral 
Thompson Cooks 1130 Graham Ken’s 
Kitchen 1230 Food Network Daly 
1230pm Caribbean Light 130 Food lor 
Thourpn 130 Ideal Home Cooks 230 
Parted Pasta wth Aido Zft 230 Food 
Nteworic Daily 330 A Year a BaSymeloe 
330 vtorrali ThorrpBon Cooks 430 From 
the Ground Up 430 Jenny Bristow’s 
County Cooking 530 Oobb 

LIVING _ 

1 LMng 

y. Cook 1030 Tha Young aid 
the natures 1130 Broctetcte 1130 Jm- 
rrr/a 1220pm Anrrel Rescue 1230 
Rescue 911125 Hert to Hart 220 Linno H 
Upl 320 Rotanda 4.10 Tempestf 530 The 
Heat is Orr.530 Ready. Steady. Cook 6.10 
Jerry Sprteger 730 Rescue 911 730 
My^rles, ktaglc and Miracles 830 Adren¬ 
alin Juntos 930 nLM: The Wrong 
Woman 1135 Jerry Sponger 1230Close 
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RUGBY UNION 47 

Rees looking 
forward to 
final assignment 


SPORT 


CRICKET 48 


Surrey squeeze 
home in cup 
final replay 


THURSDAY MAY 7 1998 



FA summons England captain 


Shearer called 


to account 


over TV clash 


By Matt Dickinson 


THE long-running saga over 
Alan Shearer’s televised alter¬ 
cation with Neil Lennon, the 
Leicester City midfield player, 
was further complicated yes¬ 
terday when die England cap¬ 
tain was charged with 
misconduct — but not in so 
many words. 

Although Football Associ¬ 
ation officials confirmed last 
night that the Newcastle Uni- 
fed striker had indeed been 
charged, they declined to use 
the term and insisted instead 
that Shearer had been sum¬ 
moned to explain the more 
specific case of “an alleged 
breach of the rules". In short, 
white those at Lancaster Gate 
felt the need to act in the high- 
profile case of the country’s 
most celebrated player, they 
did so with some trepidation. 

White the FA spent yester¬ 
day poring over the semantics 
and Icgalese of the charge. 
Shearer himself is understood 
to have been growing increas¬ 
ingly frustrated at the way in 
which the affair has dragged 
on, believing a storm in a 
teacup has gathered pace with 
every day that the affair has 
been unresolved. 

However, although the an¬ 


nouncement yesterday took 
matters further, it may not be 
until after the World Cup that 
the matter is finally resolved 
by a three-man commission. 

It was not until yesterday 
that Graham Kelly, the FA 
chief executive, finally had the 
chance to watch a video of the 
incident which took place 
during the FA Carling Pre¬ 
miership match between 
Leicester and Newcastle at 
Filbert Street last Wednesday. 

Shearer appeared to kick 
Lennon in the head after the 
pair had fallen to the ground. 
Although the Leicester player 
needed treatment before re¬ 
suming. Martin Bodenham, 
the referee, apparently did not 
see the incident and took no 
action against Shearer. 

The swing of Shearer’s boot 
has been replayed dozens of 
rimes since, resulting in a 
carefully worded statement 
from Lancaster Gate late yes¬ 
terday afternoon. 

“An FA commission will 
consider an aileged breach of 
the rules by Alan Shearer 
following an incident in fast 
week’s Leicester City versus 
Newcastle match.” the state¬ 
ment read. The decision has 



Lennon lies prostrate after the incident with Shearer 
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No 1399 


ACROSS 

1 Fortuitous; offhand (6) 

4 Part of eg cauli head (6) 

8 Horrid, contemptible (4) 

9 Left-handed fighter (8) 

10 In free, romantic effusion; 
drip chaos (anag.) (9) 

(3 Cn strange way (5) 

15 (Woman) well-built (5) 

16 Ground, founding princi¬ 
ple 15) 

(8 Permission (to Land); type 
of sale (9) 

21 Waiy (8) 

22 A drink: a naval town (4) 

23 Interstate agreement (6) 

24 Not far off (6) 


DOWN 

1 Prance around (6) 

2 Content of (school) coarse 


3 Rope with noose (5) 

5 One not on time (9) 

6 Absorbed, carried away (4) 

7 Vulgar, trashy (6) 

11 Below tbe line (character) 

P) 

12 Southern US; cooking pot 

(5) 

14 Heavy shower (8) 

16 Animal as lion, tiger (3.3) 

17 Vicar's robing-roora (6) 

19 Malicious ignition (5) 

20 Smoke, eg with anger (4) 


SOLUTION TO NO 1398 

ACROSS: l Body-blow S Cord 8 Bankrupt 9 Defy 
11 Lurid 12 Gremlin 13 Negate 15 Propel ISSouffte 
19 Franc 21 Robe 22 Everyman 23 Tees 24 Organdie 
DOWN: I Babylon 2 Donor 3 Bored stiff 4 Oppugn 
6 Overlap 7 Doyen 10 Terra Grma 14 Grumble 
16 licence 17 Beaver 18 Strut 20 Aimed 
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been taken by the FA’S chief 
executive Graham Kelly after 
a video of the match was 
viewed. 

"Graham Kelly believes it is 
in the interest of the game that 
Alan Shearer receives the 
fullest opportunity to explain 
to a commission what hap¬ 
pened and if necessary call 
witnesses on his behalf. He 
will have 14 days to respond. 
Depending on his response ft 
will be decided when and how 
to proceed.” 

Shearer’s response is almost 
certain to be to request a 
persona] hearing, in which he 
will vigorously argue that 
there was no intent and that he 
was simply trying to free his 
standing leg. which had be¬ 
come tangled with Lennon. 
He is sure to be helped by the 
victim of the collision, who 
said this week: “I'm disap¬ 
pointed to hear dial the FA 
want to keep it going. I’m fine 
now and it’ll be a shame if the 
FA charged Mm. As far as I'm 
concerned this is done and 
dusted. I’ve had this ail week 
and just want to forget about it 
and concentrate on playing 
football" 

While the charge will cast a 
shadow over Shearer's partici¬ 
pation in the FA Cup Final on 
May 16. when Newcastle play 
Arsenal at Wembley, and also 
England* campaign in tile 
World Cup finals this sum¬ 
mer. it is unlikely that the 
player will rush into any 
hearing, and die FA will allow 
him to delay the commission 
within reason. With England 
meeting up within a few days 
of the Cup Final, that is likely 
to prolong the affair until after 
the World Cup finals, giving 
Shearer plenty of time to 
prepare his defence. 

The Football Association, 
though, will also feel that they 
have made a point yesterday 
by proving that the Newcastle 
forward is not profiting from 
his status as England captain. 
The’ real proof will surely 
come, though, once the com¬ 
mission has sat When that 
happens is still a very much 
an issue unresolved. 



No justice 
for libel 
horse at 
Chester 


By Chius McGrath ■-= 


NOBODY has ever ac¬ 
cused poor Top Cees of 
anything, but yesfenfajr. 
It became the turn of tihie 
horse himself to be the 
injured party. Striving. 1 
for an unprecedeitfar 
third success in the Tote. 
Chester Cup, Top Cees - L ’ 
unwitting star of thefibel 
trial that recently, 
gripped the raring worfd 
— was fartnnate to e^~ : 
cape without serious; in¬ 
jury when he Was . 
brought to his knees; 

While his connections^ 
pondered the latest Injus¬ 
tice, tbe historic-rare? 
found the most appropri-^ 
ate of alternative winners. 
in Silence In Court •. ; : 

Lynda Ramsdeti,- 
trainer of Top Cees. won: 
a libel action — shared .- 
with her husband. Jack,' 
and Kiereri Faflon, .the 
champion jockey—gfier j 
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Martina Hingis; the world No L soon settled into a winning groove when she dismissed Fang U. of China. 6-3,6-0 
when the Italian Open women’s tennis championships got underway in Rome yesterday after a washout on Monday 


Sorry record puts rock-bottom 
Blidworth in league of their own 


W ayne Atkins is an 
optimist, but then he 
has to be playing for 
Blidworth Welfare. Blid- 
worth’S goalkeeper is the latest 
incumbent during an inglori¬ 
ous season in which his team 
has conceded 186 goals in 28 
games, a record so wonderful¬ 
ly bad that Glenn Hoddle. the 
England coach, derided that 
they needed help. A lot of 
help. 

So the nation’s worst foot¬ 
ball team was called to 
Bisham Abbey yesterday 
where they were put through 
their paces by John Gorman, 
noddle’s assistant and Ray' 
Clemence. the England goal¬ 
keeping coach, whose task was 
to be more than simply advis¬ 
ing Atkins an how to bend to 
pick the ball out of the net 


Kevin Eason sees the worst team in 
England get some national assistance 


Hoddle even sent the Eng¬ 
land team bus to the Notting¬ 
hamshire village, once a 
thriving mining community, 
to pick up the team. That led to 
unlikely scenes ai a motorway 
service station when a group 
of girls descended on the coach 
expecting to see Steve Mc- 
Manaman, only to find Steve 
Flemming, Blidworth’s disillu¬ 
sioned ana desperate manag¬ 
er. 

He took on what most be the 
most hopeless job in football — 
outside of managing Man¬ 
chester City — mid-season, as 
the goals rained in and 


Blidworth plunged to the bot¬ 
tom of the Nottingham Coun¬ 
ties East Division One. "f 
must have been mad," 
Flemming said yesterday. “It 
wasn’t whether we were out of 
the league, just a question of 
how fast Actually it was ail 
over by January." 

This is a team that not just 
had a leaky defence but also a 
powder-puff attack, able to 
muster just eight goals all 
season, a fact soon apparent as 
the Blidworth boys lined up at 
Bisham Abbey, the training 
centre for the England squad. 

On the pitch where Shearer 



Gorman puts the Blidworth players through their paces at Bisham Abbey yesterday 


and Sheringham have honed 
their skills. Bottomore. Coope 
and Poyser hopped nervously 
from foot to foot and peered 
down at the England kit they 
had been given. Even if the feet 
were not in Shearer’s class, the 
shirts looked the part 

While Gorman harried 
Blidworth’s outfield players 
through ball-control exercises 
— “Look at you. What are you 
like? Statues, that’s what" — 
Clemence put Atkins through 
his paces. 

Atkins. 32, is Blidworth’s 
sixth long-suffering goalkeep¬ 
er this year and he admitted to 
limited ambitions when he 
joined the squad. “I just 
thought I should try to keep 
the score below double fig¬ 
ures." he said. “I had a couple 
of BO games but other than 
that we kept the score down 
quite weJL” 

Andy Spence, the team's 
midfield general — well, lance 
corporal at best — admitted 
that it was a struggle, but the 
team tried to see the funny 
side. 

"We never practise because 
we all work shifts so some¬ 
times we don’t even get to the 
game until about ten minutes 
before." he said. “We are really 
a pub team that found our¬ 
selves playing against top 
standard semi-professionals, 
so we couldn’t cope." 

Optimism remained the key 
to day, though. After 30 min¬ 
utes of attack versus defence, 
which resulted in several way¬ 
ward shots on goal that barely 
troubled Atkins. Clemence 
was moved to observe: “I hope 
you realise this is the longest 
you lot have gone without 
conceding a goal.” 

"Yeah," a stoic Atkins re¬ 
plied. “but we have to do that 
in a game. Roll on next 
season." 
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